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Pacific Raceway for either the Car Control 
Clinic or the High Performance Driving 
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May 17 
Tour the Olympic Peninsula. Ed Walker 
has a great tour planned. See the article in 
this issue for all details. 
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BMW Northwest Grand Reopening.  
See the newly remodeled dealership. 
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Board Meeting at the Mercer Island 
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RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.
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Burgers and BMWs at the Triple X 
in Issaquah. 
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June 8 
All Convertible Cruise In at Triple X 
Rootbeer Drive-In. Event produced by 
Convertibles Only. See the article in this issue.

June 14 
Dyno Day at Carb Connection.  
See article in this issue. 

June 16-20 
Oktoberfest in Colorado. In June.

June 28-29 
E30 Picnic Weekend. The Picnic itself,  
the largest E30 gathering on Planet Earth, 
will once again be held at LeMay Marymount 
in Spanaway. See www.E30Picnic.com  
for details.

July 6 
Detailing Tech Session at Griot’s 
Garage. Get ready for the Gathering  
of the Heritage at month-end. 

July 27 
Gathering of the Heritage. Event 
formerly known as Concours d’Elegance.  
All details in this issue. 
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Griot’s Garage Car Care Tech Session

ON THE COVER:  
BMW i3s are on the road and i8s 
are not far behind. The BMW i 
Revolution has started.

Photo from BMW Press.

May 3  |  11:00 am

Join your fellow BMw CluB  
MeMBers in celebrating the arrival 
of spring at a car care tech session at 
Griot’s Garage on May 3 at 11:00 am. 
This is always one of the more popular 
events of the year so please join us! 
There could be no better venue to show 
off our BMWs than at the beautiful 
Griot’s flagship store in Tacoma, where 
we will learn how to get our BMWs 
cleaned up and looking excellent after a 
long winter. For those planning to enter 
their BMWs in the judged category at  
the Concours “Gathering of the Heritage”  
in July, our expert hosts will be on hand 
to offer special tips and tricks to help 
you score maximum points!
 Once you have learned how to shine 
up your car, take a self-guided tour 
through the indoor auto display area, 
where you will see a collection of beau-
tiful and evocative cars from our past. 
Don’t miss this fun and informative 

event! Note: Products may be purchased 
from the Griot’s Garage retail store 
during regular Saturday business hours 
(9:00 am to 4:00 pm), and on this day 
only, Club members in attendance will 
receive 15% off any items purchased— 
a great way to stock up for the year!
 This event is free, and all Club mem-
bers and their guests are encouraged 
to join. Send your RSVP to me at the 
email address below. Also, if you have  
a BMW with less than perfect paint  
and are interested in having it featured 
in the demonstration, please make a 
special note in your RSVP.

Karl Freese
 karlfreese@gmail.com

Griot’s Garage 
3333 South 38th Street
Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 922-2200
GriotsGarage.com
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love driving? i Mean, really love 
driving? Then join us for a one-day 
Tour that most guidebooks suggest plan-
ning over two or three days. It’s been 
a few years since the Club drove this 
route; back by popular demand. With 
the Olympic Mountains taking up the 
middle of the Peninsula, there are no 
shortcuts here, just Highway 101 almost 
all the way around. Still reading? Good! 
 The payoff here is going to be some 
of the best scenery in the state. We’ll  
see the Olympics, the Hoh Rain Forest, 
and Pacific Ocean beaches. We’ll also 
make a little detour to the Juan de Fuca 
Highway, a great twisty section with the 
kind of curves that remind you why you 
drive a BMW. Since May is early in the 
tourist season, we’ll probably see fewer 
back ends of monstrous RVs. 
 We’ll meet at 8:00 am in the parking 
across 320th from the Commons Mall 
in Federal Way, exit 143 off of I-5. After 
a short drivers’ meeting, we’ll leave at 
8:30 am sharp. More details on exact 
parking lot location will be sent to those 
who register. 

Olympic Peninsula Tour  
 We’ll start out heading south to 
Olympia and get onto Highway 101, 
stopping for a break at beautiful Lake 
Quinault in the morning. Our lunch stop 
will be at Kalaloch on the coast, either 
at the Lodge or weather permitting, on 
the State Park beach. From there we’ll 
head out toward Forks and Highway 
112 along the Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
with Port Angeles being the end of the 
official tour. The route home from there 
will be your choice.
 Bring a blanket and a lunch if you 
want to picnic at the Park, binoculars, 
cameras and as always, a sense of  
adventure! As of this writing, I have 
yet to pre-drive the route, but I would 
expect the return to the Seattle area  
to be around 6:00 pm or so. 
 The only requirement is BMW CCA 
membership. Check the Club Events 
section at bmwpugetsound.com and 
Around the Sound email notifications 
as we get closer for updates. Email your 
RSVPs and any questions to Ed Walker 
at tours@bmwpugetsound.org 

Ed Walker, Tour Coordinator

May 17 
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CoMe CeleBrate with us and get a 
first look at BMW Northwest’s newly 
remodeled showroom in Tacoma! BMW 
Northwest, a local family-owned and 
operated dealership and winner of the 
2014 Dealer of the Year Award, will kick 
off their grand reopening on May 18. 

BMW Northwest Grand Reopening May 18 | Noon – 3:00 pm

They will be hosting a special event for 
BMW CCA members to commemorate 
their grand reopening.
 
Exclusive Event Highlights
•	 Brand	new	M4	and	i3	models	are	

anticipated to be in the showroom.

•	A	new	335	equipped	with	an	 
abundance of BMW performance  
accessories will be available  
for viewing.

•	 Special	sale	on	Dinan	parts.
•	Display	of	PRO3	cars.

 Snacks and refreshments will be 
provided. BMW Northwest is offering 
loyalty discounts to Club members  
in attendance, including 20 percent  
off (up to $200 value) on any service 
scheduled on your BMW. They are  
also offering 10 percent off any  
accessories purchased on the day of  
the event.
 Stay tuned for more information on 
the Club’s website and in the Around 
the Sound e-newsletters. This event is 
open to any active member of BMW 
CCA. You won’t want to miss it!

Jeff Butler
Tech Events Coordinator

BMW Northwest
4011 20th St. E 
Tacoma, WA 98424

 

in Between Bi-Monthly puBliCation of the paper 
Zündfolge, the Club is delivering our own e-newsletter 
called “Around the Sound” (ATS). On average we send 
out two ATS per month. These short e-newsletters 
promote upcoming Club events and provide reminders 
about other BMW Club related topics. The ATS can also 
augment Zündfolge stories with additional content like an 
accompanying video. So it’s always worth poking around 
each ATS to see what your BMW Club is up to!
 If you have not been receiving the ATS e-newsletters 
and wish to, check to make sure the BMW CCA national 
office has your email information up to date. The national 

Around The Sound E-Newsletters
office provides us with a list of current members and their 
contact info each month. We use those emails to make the 
broadcasts of Around the Sound!
 You also have the option to receive only the electronic  
Zündfolge and quit receiving the paper version via snail 
mail. Check that option if that is your preference. It 
is very important that you log in to your BMW CCA 
account and update your email address and any other 
information. The roster manager cannot make permanent 
changes to your account. In the future, we plan to use 
ATS as a more active and current method to disseminate 
information to the Club. 

Lance Richert, Editor
Around The Sound E-newsletter

Lance@Richertnet.com
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Burgers and BMWs at the Triple X Drive-In 
our CluB’s 4th annual Burgers 
and BMws will be on June 1, 2014 at 
the Triple X Drive-In, Issaquah, WA. 
This event has become enormously 
popular during the past three years. 
Over 240 Bimmers showed up for the 
event last year, the largest so far. What 
will 2014 bring? 
 Wander among a variety of Bimmers 
—old, new, stock, modified—but most 
importantly, share your enthusiasm with 
fellow Bimmerphiles. All BMWs, new 
and old, clean or dirty are welcome. 
The event officially begins at 10:00 am. 
However, as some of you may have wit-
nessed last year, Bimmers started show-
ing up very early to get prime parking 
spots. We will have instructors in yellow 
shirts directing traffic and parking cars. 
If you were there last year, you’ll re-
member that we were shoe-horning cars 
in every available space in the Triple X 
Drive-In. The event will run until the 
last BMW leaves for home.

June 1

 No Club Membership is required; 
you just show up with your Bimmer. So 
tell all your BMW friends to come out 
and enjoy the show.  Cost: Nada, noth-
ing; unless, of course you want some-
thing to eat from the menu for the Triple 
X Drive-in. Remember, they only take 
cash! Visit www.triplexrootbeer.com.

 We will be asking for donations for 
Life Enrichments in Issaquah, a char-
ity we support. This is a great cause and 
helps out a special set of folks. 
 If you would like to help out and 
volunteer contact Rick Gulstrom at 
rick@gmsarch.com or Steve Libby at 
slibby57@gmail.com.

Rick Gulstrom, Event Chair 
Steve Libby, Vice President
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BMW Dyno Day 
and BBQ Event at  
Carb Connection
Saturday, June 14
10:00 am until we’re through

Carb Connection
13611 NE 126th Place, Suite 240
Kirkland, WA 98034
www.carbconn.com

wow, tiMe sure flies. It’s time 
for our tenth annual Rubber-
Meets-the-Rollers event. Come 
out and give your Bimmer a 
good flogging, and let’s see what 
kind of horsepower it really 
makes. We’e had a blast in years 
past and it keeps getting better. 
Last year’s top honors didn’t 
go to a BMW (what’s up with 
that?). I will have my nicely mod-
ded E36 M3 completed with a 
fresh engine out for a run as well 
as the ultimate loaner car with 
some mods. How about a new 
twin turbo M5 or M6 or a tuned/
turbo’ed E30?
 Alex and the guys at the  
Carb Connection in Kirkland are 
hosting a Club dyno tech session 
at a discounted rate. Saturday, 
June 14, we will pay only $75 
(normally $145) to run our cars 
on their dyno jet 248 4wd dyno. 
Make up to three runs and get 
a print out of your car’s actual 
horsepower and torque at the 
wheels as well as air/fuel ratio. 
Bring your own flash drive and 
they will save the file on it. 
 The Club will provide the 
BBQ and refreshments around 
noon. There is plenty of parking 
on the backside of the building 
by the dyno room, so whether 
you’re going to run your car  
or not, join fellow gearheads  
in having a great time. RSVP  
via email to Jeff Butler.

Jeff Butler, Tech Events Chair
jeff@hauryscollision.com

Join ConvertiBles only at the Triple X  
Rootbeer Drive-In in Issaquah, WA  
for the 4th Annual All 
Convertible Cruise In on 
Sunday, June 8, 2014! 
 If you have a convertible 
or just love them, then get 
ready to see all different 
makes and models! Regis-
tration is $15 and $20 after 
May 25, 2014. Proceeds 
from this event will go to 
benefit Life Enrichment 

Come to the 4th Annual  
All Convertible Cruise In June 8 | 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Options. (LEO). To download the  
event flier and registration form visit 

http://convertiblesonly.com/ 
2014cruisein.html. 
 If you have questions, 
contact Janet at office@
convertiblesonly.com or  
by phone 206-282-5603.
 Hope to see you there!

Note: This is not a Puget 
Sound Region, BMW CCA 
organized event. 
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13th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend!

E30 Tech Session
Sponsored by R3V Limited
Saturday, June 28, 1:00–4:00 pm
Griot’s Garage
3333 South 38th St, Tacoma 98409
www.GriotsGarage.com

Covering various E30 related topics  
in one-hour blocks all afternoon.  
Sponsored by R3VLimited.

E30 Picnic 
Sunday, June 29, 10:00 am– 3:00 pm
LeMay Collection at Marymount
325 – 152nd Street East, Tacoma 98445
www.LeMayMarymount.org

Sunday will be the traditional E30  
Show & Shine starting at 10:00 am.  
The E30 Picnic has evolved into the 
largest gathering of E30s on earth.  
We are planning on 200+ E30s that  
day, so be sure to be part of the fun!  
All E30s are invited, from garage 
queens to daily drivers (like mine!). 

Register Early and Save!
Receive a discounted entry fee by  
registering at www.pugetsoundbmw.

June 28–29

motorsportreg.com—the only place to 
register for the E30 Picnic. Cost is $12 
for BMW Club members, $15 for non-
members. Early registration closes at 
6:00 pm on Thursday, June 26. You can 
register on site the day of the show for 
$20, cash only. 

All Club Members Welcome!
There is no cost to visit and view the 
E30s. See www.E30Picnic.com for all  
the latest information. See you there!

Lance Richert, E30 Picnic Chairman
lance@richertnet.com, 425-443-2188
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July 27

the sun is starting to show its faCe 
a Bit More these days, which means 
a lot of Club events are about to occur! 
There are only a few more months until 
our 34th Annual BMW Gathering of the 
Heritage event.
 Our show, along with music, arts and 
crafts (and many other family activities)  
continues to be part of the Renton River  
Days Festival annual event.
 Come out and be part of the history 
and beauty that make up BMW’s heritage.  
This continues to be a special day for  
all BMW owners to come together and  
enjoy each other’s company while  
displaying their cars at their very best.

Feature Cars
As mentioned in the March/April issue 
of Zündfolge, our featured cars will be 
any model of BMW that is 25-years-old 
(or older). For models that span the 
25-year-mark (i.e. 1989), we are selecting  
the ones that had a majority of their 
production run before 1989. To clarify, 
any E30 3 Series (1982-1994), E24 6 Series  
(1976-1989) and E32 7 Series (1986-1994)  
will be considered featured cars, but the 
Z1 (1989-1991), E34 5 Series (1988-1996)  
and E31 8 Series (1989-1999) will not.
 Hagerty Insurance is one our main 
event sponsors and they specialize in 
insuring classic and collectable cars.  For 
this reason, they will be judging and 
selecting the "Featured Car" award. 

Parking on the Field/People’s Choice
This year, you have two options to park 
on the field. The first is to have your car 
registered to be judged, which guarantees  
your prominent spot on the field. The 
second is to simply show up and park 
your car on the field (free for Club 
members, $10 for non-club members 
—which gets reimbursed if you sign up 
to be a BMW CCA member the day-of-
show). Club members MUST show their 

Annual Event: Gathering of the Heritage

current membership card at the entry 
gate! The only “catch” is that once the 
field is full, you’re out of luck—so arrive 
early! Gates open at 9:30 am.
 Those cars that are lucky enough to 
make it onto the field are eligible to win 
the People’s Choice Award.

Judging
Cars will be judged only on cleanliness 
and condition, not on originality. The 
judging criteria can be reviewed on the 
Club’s website. To participate in the 
judged classes you must be a member of 
BMW CCA, BMW ACA or Canadian 
BMW CCBC.
 Cars are judged in three major areas: 
exterior, interior (including trunk) and 
engine bay. The underside of the car is 
not considered. We use a three-member 
team whose independent results are 
totaled to determine a score for each 
judged entry. This process is designed 
to be as fair and objective as possible. 
For class competition there are bonus 
points for mileage, which evens out the 
competition for high versus low mile-
age cars. The top BMW from each class 
will be considered for final review by 
a three-judge team who will award the 
Best in Show Award. Previous scores 
are not considered as the judges choose 
the cleanest, most dazzling BMW.
 The cost of having your car judged 
is $40 (pre-registered) or $55 (day of 
show). Included in this fee is a “goodie 
bag” from Hagerty, filled with products 
from Griot’s Garage, an event t-shirt 
(specify your size when registering), event 
poster, ten raffle tickets, and much more!
 Part of the refinements to this years’ 
event was a new set of judged classes. 
The breakdown of classes, and available 
awards within each class, are as follows:
•	VINTAGE	class	(vehicles	40	years	old	

and older)
 First, Second and Third in Class

•	HISTORICAL	class	(vehicles	30-39	
years old)

 First, Second and Third in Class
•	HERITAGE	class	(vehicles	20-29	

years old)
 First, Second and Third in Class
•	 CLASSIC	class	(10-19	years	old)
 First, Second and Third in Class
•	MODERN	class	(0-9	years	old)
 First, Second and Third in Class
•	 BEST	IN	SHOW	award
•	 FEATURED	CAR	award	(sponsored	

by and determined by Hagerty)
•	 PRESERVATION	award	(sponsored	

by and determined by Griot’s Garage)
•	 PEOPLES	CHOICE	award

 Bancheros Glass & Etching has 
(once again) stepped up to provide our 
beautifully etched glass trophies. We  
appreciate their continued support. 
 To help you understand the judg-
ing criteria BEFORE the event, we are 
having a special detailing tech session at 
Griot’s Garage on Sunday, July 6 from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm. A few of our judges 
will be on hand to walk you through the 
judging criteria, and the folks at Griot’s 
Garage will demonstrate some of their 
products and techniques to hopefully 
help you achieve success.

Registration 
You only register if you plan to have 
your car judged. All other BMW CCA 
members can park on the field for free 
(and do not need to register). Registra-
tion for the event will be strictly handled 
via www.motorsportsreg.com. Registra-
tion is now open, so log in, and secure 
your place! Registration will close at the 
end-of-day on Wednesday, July 23.After 
that deadline, if you still want your car 
to be judged, you will have to register at 
the show at the “day of” pricing.

Raffle Prizes
We’ve had a great response from our 
sponsors, who are excited about the 
refinements to this years’ event. Their 
excitement has directly correlated into 
fantastic raffle prizes! Here are a few:

Sunday, July 27, 2014    •    Cedar River Park, Renton

 9:30 am Begin check in and parking

 10:30 am All Judged and Display BMWs checked in

 11:00 am Hands off all Judged BMWs, Raffle session #1

 11:30 am – 1:30 pm Lunch options open for service

 2:00 pm Raffle session #2, Award ceremony, PhotographsSc
he

du
le
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BMW Seattle
BMW Seattle is offering up the BMW 
Cruise Bike, with a MSRP of $990.This 
distinctive cruising bike has an aluminum  
frame crafted with hydroforming tech-
nology for strong, lightweight construction.  
Innovative design and smooth-welded 

seams add to its contemporary appeal. 
Choice components include a front  
suspension, cantilever brakes and  
Shimano Alivio 27-speed derailleur 
system. Aluminum frame (AL6061-
T6), hydroformed and powder coated. 
Height 20-inches, weight 36 pounds.

DirtFish Rally School
DirtFish Rally School is offering up 
their Half Day Introduction to Rally 
Experience, a package valued at over 
$725.A description of this package is  
as follows:

 Get ready for an unforgettable intro-
duction to the world of rally driving! 
You’ll spend this half day learning 
from behind the wheel of a 300 HP, 
all-wheel-drive Subaru rally car in the 
gravel, in the dirt and in the mud.

•	 Introduction: We’ll introduce you to 
the sport of rallying where you’ll learn 
what it takes to rotate a car in the dirt 
– the driving technique of champions.

•	Drivers’ Meeting: We start the pro-
gram by explaining the foundations of 
great driving technique: proper vision, 
left-foot braking, weight transfer and 
car control. After the drivers’ meeting 
we’ll get you geared up and ready for 
your time behind the wheel.

Continued on Page 12
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•	Drive Session: Learning is best done 
behind the wheel of a 300-HP, all-
wheel-drive Subaru STi rally car. 
In this case, you’ll drive one on the 
Skid Pad, Slalom and Boneyard rally 
stage—gravel, dirt and mud.

 Check out DirtFish’s YouTube videos 
to get an idea of what to expect.

 Raffle tickets will be on sale at the 
event for $1 each or 25 tickets for $20.

Vendors / Sponsors
Our show continues to attract  vendors 
who will be in attendance to display 
their products and services. Some of 
these venders are:
•	BMW Seattle will (once again) bring 

a variety of new model vehicles to the 
show, including their very own i8! If 
you’ve never seen one in person, this 
is your chance! 

•	Northwest Insurance Center, Inc. 
powered by Hagerty will be available 
to educate and satisfy your vehicle 
insurance needs. 

•	Griots Garage will have their prod-
ucts on hand (to purchase), and will 
provide demonstrations throughout 
the day.

Event t-shirt
This  year, we are producing an event-
specific T-shirt. Well-known artist, 
Robert Bevis (www.bevisart.com), is 
producing the artwork for this year’s 
T-shirt, poster and program cover. You 
may know Robert’s work from the 
Kirkland Concours d’Elegance (now 
called the “Pacific Northwest Concours 
d’Elegance at America’s Car Museum”).
Below is a example of where the art-
work stands today. This is going to be a 
great shirt to add to your collection!
 As stated earlier, the t-shirts come 
automatically with your entry fee 
(those that are having your car judged), 
otherwise, t-shirts will be available to 
purchase at the event. 

Annual Event: Gathering of the Heritage

Cedar River Park
1717 Maple Valley Highway, 
Renton WA 98057

DIRECTIONS:

I-405 Northbound
Take I-405 northbound to Exit #4 
(Maple Valley-Enumclaw). This exit 
will divide, take the first exit to Maple 
Valley-Enumclaw (South 169). Turn 
right at the stop sign at the end of  
the ramp. At the second light, turn 
right into the park and follow the 
posted signs. 

I-405 Southbound
Take I-405 southbound to Exit #4 
(Renton-Enumclaw). Go through the 
first stop light and turn left on Maple 
Valley Highway (South 169). This will 
take you under I-405. At the second 
light, turn right into the park and  
follow the posted signs.

Continued from Page 11

Food Vendors
We are still working to secure a variety 
of food options for the event, and are 
hoping to share this information in our 
next issue of Zündfolge.

Children’s Activities 
We’ll have a special tent with activities 
for kids. Not only is the Henry Moses 
Water Park next door, but the Renton 
River Days Festival will have several 
other activities for the family to enjoy.

Volunteers Needed!
All the fun of this event requires  
many volunteers to spend a small 
amount of time helping out before,  
during and/or afterwards to make this 
event a success. Help is needed with 
administrative, set-up, parking, check-in, 
judging, helping in the children’s tent, 
clean-up and several other activities.  
We would love to have you help out 
with the fun. Contact “Gathering of the  
Heritage” Coordinator Brandon J. Kelly 
at	brandon@COUPE9.com.

Brandon Kelly
Gathering of the Heritage Coordinator
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

MOTOR SPORTS
It’s time to start thinking about  
going to the track and having 
some fun!

spring is in the air and the traCks 
are drying off. It is time for you to 
start thinking about getting the car and 
yourself ready for the driving season. 
Have you been aching to check out your 
car’s performance and still keep your 
driver’s license? Are you in bad need 
of a “track fix?” Are you daydreaming 
about taking that freeway on-ramp with 
no other cars on the road except you? 
Are you dreaming of going to the track 
to drive but think you need “the right 
car” rather than your daily driver? Are 
you still thinking about how long it will 
be to the next track day?
 Well, dream no more! Make your 
plans this year for the track days  
sponsored by Puget Sound BMW CCA. 
Put the track days on your calendar  
and plan for some seat time. Come out 
to our first of the year High Performance  
Driving School event or take the Car 
Control Clinic on May 16, 2014. Enjoy 
using your car like it’s meant to be  
driven with some of the Northwest’s 
highest caliber driving instructors at 
your side. We will have four track days 
at Pacific Raceways and one at The 
Ridge Motorsport Park at Shelton.  
Start getting your car ready! It is not  
too early.

Dates for the 2014 Track Season
Pacific Raceway / HPDE & CCC
May 16 / June 20 / July 18 / August 8
$125 CCC, $225 HPDE at Pacific
The Ridge / HPDE
September 13
$250 HPDE at The Ridge

 Remember, you must register 
through www.motorsportreg.com to  
participate in the driving events. Also, 
you will need to get your car inspected 
and have the inspection form completed.  
See the link on the BMW Puget Sound 
website to find the inspection forms: 

http://www.bmwpugetsound.com/track/
requirements/.
 Come to our Car Control Clinics  
and High Performance Driving Events 
and learn to be a great driver. Learn 
from our outstanding instructor corps, 
take the time to really understand your 
car, and become a great driver! If you 
have questions about the track program, 
please do not hesitate to contact me: 
slibby57@gmail.com.
 See you on the track!

Steve Libby
Vice President and Instructor
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The Road of Good Intentions

do you ever have one of those 
rare saturdays where you realize 
that there are no kid activities to attend 
or shuttle around, there’s no driving or 
Club events to attend, and the ‘honey-
do” list somehow has mysteriously been 
misplaced…permanently? I had one  
of those recently. It actually took me a 
full day before to realize that I wasn’t 
missing something. So that morning,  
I got out of bed with all kinds of good 
intentions! I was poised to organize  
my workbench (around here, that’s a 
euphemism for “find” my workbench), 
clean out the toolbox, clean up and  
organize the race trailer, and possibly 
even vacuum the inside of the tow rig. 
Man, I was in the zone! Right up until 
that first cup of coffee. Then it started 
raining. After that, things aren’t very 
clear to me about what exactly I did  
accomplish that day. 

The PRO3 Line
 I managed to make it outside… 
slowly. I stepped into the race trailer 
and stared at the racecar, sitting there, 
staring back, and taunting me. I noticed 
the pieces of racer tape on the wind-
shield announcing what my last repairs 
were and what needs to happen prior  
to the first track session. I then turned 
my attention to the toolbox and the 
various miscellaneous bits and pieces 
of previous race seasons that should 
be dealt with. This was of course, while 
navigating the twelve tires (mounted 
and otherwise) strewn about the front 
of the trailer. Yep. All kinds of motiva-
tion was absent at this point. So, I asked 
myself the important question, “What 
would the Hill brothers do?” And I 
calmly, and without guilt, turned and left 
the trailer, closing the door behind me. 
I’ll get to that the morning of the first 
race weekend.
 So with that important job crossed 
off the list (don’t judge me) I turned 

my attention to exactly how hard it was 
raining again. About that same time is 
when I realized that the driver’s window 
in the Dodge pickup was down. “Got 
dandruff and some of it itches!” I pro-
claimed (or words to that effect.) 
 I seem to recall the last time I used 
the truck, about five days prior, backing 
down the driveway at night. With the 
tinted windows, it’s easier to navigate 
backwards in the dark with the windows 
down. It pays, however, to remember  
to	roll	the	windows	back	UP	when	done.	
I even locked the door! So while grum-
bling and swearing under my breath,  
I set about trying to find the space heat-
er to dry out the cab of the truck. The 
first space heater wasn’t working so, of 
course, I had to take it apart to see what 
was wrong. I managed to get it work-
ing again but wasn’t confident in my 
repair to be safe and had visions of the 
truck being reduced to a burning hulk 
of ‘Merican iron with an extension cord 

PRO3 at ORP.
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running into the heart of the flames. So 
I opted for space heater #2. Satisfied 
that I had a fix in place, I returned to the 
shop with a whole lot less energy and 
aspirations than I started with-–and that 
wasn’t much!
 There’s really no PRO3 moral to  
this story. If anything, it sheds some  
light on the romantic pre-race season 
rituals that each of my fellow racers en-
dures about this time of year. We have 
visions in our heads of neatly-labeled 
boxes and tool bins, sparkling-clean race 
trailers and haulers, a fully-maintained 
and prepped racecar, and a race crew 
complete with matching shirts! All of 
which is akin to finding a unicorn burp-
ing rainbows and pooping Skittles in 
your backyard.
 So, for now, I can live with the idea 
that the workbench surface remains 
MIA, the cab of the truck still needs the 
french-fries and corn chip pieces vacu-
umed out (albeit soggy), and the inside 
of the race trailer resembles an episode 
of Sanford and Son. 

Sponsored Races
This season, for the first time ever in 
IRDC history, every race event has a 
title sponsor! It is an expensive endeav-
or to put on a full weekend of practice 
days and club racing. The track rental 
being the largest part of the budget, but 
then there is everything else: the worker 
lunches and racer BBQ, the sani-cans, 
the EMT and ambulance, insurance, 
trophies…the list gets pretty long. Race 
entries are key to the financial success 
of these events, but having a local com-
pany step up and help to offset some 
of these fixed costs before the event 
ever takes place is a very generous way 
to ensure the success of Club racing at 
IRDC-hosted events. 

April 5/6
IRDC Test N’ Tune 
with Competition Drivers School and 
6-Hour Spring Enduro kicking off the 
2014 race season at The Ridge sponsored  
by Bristow’s Exclusive Auto Repair 
(www.bristowsauto.com)

May 9-11
IRDC hosts ICSCC Race #2
and Test N Tune, “Smokey at The 
Ridge”	sponsored	by	BBQ	2-U	
(Gary Parker 253-905-1269)

June 13-15
IRDC hosts ICSCC Race #4 
with a Competition Driving School and 
Test N Tune, “The Car Tender Challenge”  
at Pacific Raceways sponsored by Car 
Tender (www.car-tender.com) 

September 19-21
IRDC hosts the final Test N Tune 
and ICSCC sprint race of the season at 
The Ridge, sponsored by South Lake 
European (www.southlakeeuropean.com) 

 Each of these sponsors are comprised 
of good folks who have a long history 
with the Puget Sound BMW CCA and 
all share our love of BMWs and high 
performance driving. We encourage you 
to patronize them with your business. 
Be sure to tell them how much we  
appreciate their continued support of 
local Club racing!

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com

PRO3 at  
Caffeine &  
Gasoline
Every month Griot’s Garage in 
Tacoma hosts an early morn-
ing Caffeine & Gasoline car 
show where an eclectic field of 
cars and their owners show up 
for free coffee and doughnuts. 
For the Saturday, June 7 event, 
PRO3 will be the Featured Car 
at Caffeine & Gasoline. Come 
visit, have a doughnut, and chat 
with the PRO3 drivers. You’ll 
also see an eclectic mix of 200 
cars spanning a wide range of 
automotive interests. The event 
runs from 8:30 am to 10:30 am.

Lance Richert, PRO3 #35

Saturday, June 7
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in MarCh, BMW NA rolled through 
town with a small fleet of pre-produc-
tion i3s to allow customers to sample 
this revolutionary new car. While I had 
seen the i3 at Monterey last August,  
as well as the full production version  
of the i8, this was my first opportunity 
for a drive one of these carbon fiber, 
electric wonders. Long-time chapter 
member Wes Hill was my guide on my 
short drive. 

Styling 
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.  
I’ve heard comments that the i3 is ugly.  
I don’t agree at all. While it isn’t a 
beauty either, I like the futuristic, funky 
look of the car. All the fleet cars were 
painted orange, a color that looks good 
on the i3. Certainly the looks would not 
be a deterrent to me. 

i3 Driving Impressions by David Lightfoot

Interior
Again, this was no surprise as I had 
sat in an i3 before. I like the olive oil-
tanned leather and the eucalyptus wood 
dash. But the recycled plastic panels 
look terribly cheap and not worthy of  
a $40 thousand car. 

 Rather than a conventional ‘dash,’ 
the i3 has two monitors that hover 
above the dashboard. The supports are 
hidden, so it really looks like the moni-
tors are floating. In front of the driver 
is a small screen and in the middle is a 
larger screen. It reminds me of my desk 
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at home when I plug in my laptop and 
add a larger second screen. It would be 
nice if the monitors could be replaced 
with updated versions every few years. 
We’ll see. 

Getting Started
Starting the car is odd. One has to push 
the start button twice. Then the car 
comes alive in the sense that the dash 
lights up. But with no engine noise, it is 
very quiet and it is very difficult to know 
the car is ‘running.’ There is an odd lever 
on the steering column that is twisted to 

select either Drive or Reverse. 
Once I selected Drive, nothing hap-
pened. Oh yeah, I’ve got to put my foot 
on the gas, ah, that is, the throttle. Then 
we’re off, the sensation being a bit like 
driving a golf cart, since there is very 
little noise, even at freeway speeds. 

Driving
In normal driving, this is a one-pedal 
experience. Letting off the throttle 
caused the car to slow so much that the 
brake pedal needn’t be used except in 
an abrupt stop. The i3 ‘harvests’ power 

upon slowing and feeds the energy back 
to the battery. This system slows the car 
so much when you lift off the throttle, 
the BMW engineers have programed 
the brake lights to come on to warn 
those behind you. There is also a detent 
in the throttle that allows one to slow 
more gradually, allowing the car to 
coast. In normal driving, you quickly 
learn to stop without using the brake 
pedal. I’m guessing that the original 
brake pads will last the life of the ve-
hicle for most drivers.
 The handling is surprisingly good for 
a car with such skinny tires. This is no 
performance car but it is fun to drive. 
On the freeway the power is pretty good 
and we were up to extra-legal speeds 
in no time. But enthusiastic driving will 
shorten the range in a hurry. 
 The fleet cars were all electric only 
with no range extender axillary. I think 
I’d buy the version with the small motor 
which extends the range from about 100 
miles to around 200.

Parking
Several cars on the market have the 
self-parking feature but this is the first 
one I’ve driven. I pulled up next to a 
parked car and started the procedure. 
The driver has to push a couple of but-
tons, acknowledge the lawyers all that 
stuff. Then the i3 executes a perfect 
parallel parking maneuver while the 
driver takes hands-off and watches the 
monitor which has a view of the back 
or front, depending on which direction 
the car is going, with vectors overlaid on 
the video. I found the whole thing a bit 
unnerving. I’ll park myself, thanks. But 
soon we’ll be cruising down the freeway 
letting the car do all the work.

Would I Buy One?
Not yet, the range is just too much of 
a compromise for me. The car will not 
run on the gas engine only, so 200 miles 
is the entire range before you’ve got to 
recharge. But there is an appeal to plug-
ging in every night and never buying gas. 
I wouldn’t rule out adding an i3 to the 
fleet in the future. If this is the future of 
driving, I’m okay with it. Driving the i3 
is fun.
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in 2003, My wife and i were sChool 
teaChers in atlanta. Our neighbor, 
Brian, had a Porsche 944 racecar with  
an exhaust system which could be heard 
in Miami. Every time I heard him load-
ing his car on his trailer I would run  
outside to see where he was headed. 
One Sunday morning he told me that 
he was going to the Turner Field park-
ing lot for an autocross. I remembered 
seeing an autocross in 1969 and figured 
I was overdue to see another, so I told 
him I’d see him there!
 When I showed up, Brian expressed 
his shock. “Over the years, lots of people 
have told me that they were coming,  
but you’re the first person who’s ever 
shown up!”
 He was so excited that he got permis-
sion to take me on one of his runs. I was 
blown away by the violence of the ride.  
I wanted more. I wanted to learn to 
drive like that. I went home and couldn’t 
stop talking about what I’d experienced. 
I never thought it could happen because 
I knew nothing about high performance 
driving, and owned a Maxima sedan, not 
exactly an autocross car!
 My wife achieved total sainthood by 
saying “Go get yourself a nice car. You 
never treat yourself; it’s time to start.” 
Then she kept after me to do it!
 I bought a beautiful used Honda 
S2000, a car I’d drooled over for several 
years but never imagined that I’d own. 
It was so lovely and special that I held 
onto my Maxima, not wanting to take 
the Honda out of the garage in times of 
severe weather or heavy pollen. I also 
needed the Maxima when I had several 
people to transport, or large or dirty 
objects to carry. I started taking car 
control classes and began doing auto-
cross with the Porsche Club. I did two 
Driver’s Ed weekends at Road Atlanta. 
I was hooked on high-performance 
driving, but felt that I was being extrava-
gant by owning two cars. I called one of 
my instructors to ask for suggestions of 
one car which could serve all my needs. 
Bernardo ran a shop which turned street 
cars into race cars. He said, “Get what I 
have, an M3 sedan.”

 I started reading the ads in the news-
paper and online to get a feel for the 
market. I’d planned to do this for sev-
eral months, but very early one morn-
ing I ran across an ad for a car which 
stood out so dramatically that I just 
had to give the owner a call. During my 
morning break I contacted Joe Dimino. 
I liked him immediately: he was fun, 
seemed honest, and sounded exactly like 
my brother on the phone. He’d recently 
lost his job. His wife told him to get rid 
of one of their six cars. Like me with my 
Honda, he loved the E36 M3 so much 
that he drove it only in perfect weather. 
It was the one which had to go!
 Joe told me about the car in general 
terms: he’d bought it from a guy in 
Florida, had it for a year and thought 
it was amazing. Before he could start 
telling me about the extensive mods the 
previous owner had made, my break 
time was over. We agreed to continue 
during my lunch period!
 The list of mods—both mechanical 
and aesthetic—went on and on: alumi-
num radiator, short shifter, Conforti 
chip, Bilstein shocks, Eibach springs, 
Euro headlights, floating front rotors…
twenty one items in all. We made  
arrangements to meet halfway between 
our houses after dinner. He showed  
up on time. The car was stunning:  
Arctic Silver with black leather interior. 
I drove it. I loved it. The next day we 
went to his credit union to pay off his 
loan and I drove home in my new M3.
 The guys in the Porsche club had 
told me that the members of the BMW 
club were “not real car guys. They spend 
most of their time polishing their cars 

and going to wine tastings.” So it was 
with some trepidation that I went to the 
next monthly meeting of the Peachtree 
BMW club.
 Just a few seconds after walking into 
the meeting room and looking lost, I 
was warmly greeted by Bruce, the presi-
dent of the club. When I told him that 
I’d just purchased a beautiful E36 M3, 
he said, “You’re the guy who bought 
Joe’s car!” He took me around the room 
and introduced me to other club mem-
bers, never failing to say that I was “the 
guy who bought Joe’s car,” which always 
put a big smile on the face of the person 
being told. My fears about the club had 
been unfounded. The BMW folks were 
definitely passionate and knowledge-
able car guys. The people at my table 
that evening all became my good friends 
with whom I spent many happy days 
driving or working at club autocrosses 
and at Road Atlanta track days.
 After a couple of months of being 
known as “the guy who bought Joe’s 
car,” I started getting paranoid. Why 
did everyone smile when they heard 
this? Why was this the most memorable 
thing about me? Was my car really a 
lemon which had somehow performed 
flawlessly so far, but was expected to fly 
to pieces any moment? I approached 
Bruce and asked him to tell me the truth. 
Was I really some unknowing dupe?
 “Hell no!” said Bruce.“ We all LOVE 
Joe’s car. It’s a gem. Its previous owner, 
the guy who did all the mods, was the 
president of the club until he moved to 
Florida. We’ve known that car for a long 
time. We’re thrilled that you bought it!” 
So was I.

Robert Falk, Member

Buying Joe’s Car 
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X4 Debuts
BMW confirmed the all-new BMW X4 
Sports Activity Coupe on March 5th 
and then officially debuted the SAV at 
the New York Auto Show in April. Like 
the X6 before it, the BMW X4 combines 
the performance and capability of a 
premium Sports Activity Vehicle, with 
the style and elegance of traditional 
coupe.	In	the	US,	the	X4	will	be	of-
fered with a choice of two TwinPower 
Turbo engines. The X4 xDrive28i, with 
a Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail 
Price of $45,625 (including destination 
and handling), will feature BMW’s 240 
horsepower 2.0-liter four cylinder while 
the top-of-line X4 xDrive35i, with an 
MSRP of $48,925 (including destina-
tion and handling) will feature BMW’s 
300 horsepower 3.0-liter inline six. Both 
models include an 8-speed Steptronic 
sport automatic transmission with shift 
paddles as well as xDrive, BMW’s intel-
ligent all-wheel drive system. The 2015 
BMW X4 will begin production this 
spring	exclusively	at	BMW’s	US	pro-
duction facility in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina.
 The new BMW X4 offers the pre-
mium mid-size segment its first taste of 
the Sports Activity Coupe concept. Like 
its larger sibling, the BMW X6, the X4 
offers a unique and -unmistakable pres-
ence on the road. The X6 has demon-
strated the appeal of the Sports Activity 
Coupe concept with 250,000 sold to 
date.
 The BMW X4 offers the unique 
blend of style, driving dynamics and 
all-road capability that can only be of-
fered by a BMW Sports Activity Coupe. 
Watch for it in authorized BMW centers 
beginning in spring 2014. 

BMW NA Press Release
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A move to a new location for BMW 
Group Classic marks a return to the 
company’s historic roots. BMW AG 
has acquired a plot of land covering 
more than 13,000 square meters in the 
Milbertshofen district of Munich. Previ-
ously part of a Knorr-Bremse AG facil-
ity, it won’t be long before the site finds 
its feet as the first port of call for fans of 
historical cars and motorcycles from the 
BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brands. 
Its close proximity to BMW Plant 
Munich, BMW’s “four-cylinder” build-
ing, BMW Welt and the BMW Museum 
makes this an ideal new home for BMW 
Group Classic. Interestingly, among the 
buildings on the plot is a section of the 
original BMW factory built in 1918. The 
company will therefore regain own-
ership of part of the old aero engine 
production halls, we well as the entrance 
building from those early days. The lat-
ter is poised to be recommissioned as 
the gateway into the company’s history. 
 The purchase agreement between 
BMW AG and Knorr-Bremse AG, the 
world’s leading manufacturer of braking 
systems for rail and commercial vehicles, 
was signed in February, paving the way 
for the development of the site and its 
historical buildings. Initial plans for the 
redevelopment of the plot and buildings 
are currently being examined.

BMW Group Classic: New Location with Historic Roots
 The company’s vision involves bring-
ing together numerous BMW Group 
Classic activities at a single address 
which satisfies requirements in terms of 
space, building technology and security  
that the existing premises could no longer  
meet. The new location will offer space 
for the BMW Group Classic workshop, 
a customer center (including parts sales 
for vintage and classic models), the BMW  
company archive, and administration 
and event facilities. Added to which, the 
new site will also allow BMW Group 
Classic to put items from its collection 
of historic vehicles on display. 
 The new home of BMW Group Classic  
was once the cradle of industrial-scale 
manufacturing of BMW engines: it was 
on Moosacher Strasse that the company 
first began producing aircraft engines 
in large numbers from 1918 on. Late 
in 1920, however, Knorr-Bremse took 
over ownership of the entire site and 
the buildings on it. Soon after, BMW 
AG built new manufacturing facilities 
on Lerchenauer Strasse, not far from the 
original factory, where it would expand 
production to include engines for cars, 
trucks, motorcycles and boats over the 
period that followed. 
 And now, more than 90 years later, 
the acquisition of the premises for BMW  

Group Classic sees the company return-
ing to its historic roots. The integration 
of part of the old production halls and 
the heritage-protected gate building into 
the overall concept for the new BMW 
Group Classic site also offers the op-
portunity for an intriguing confluence of 
architecture and function in the mold of 
the BMW Museum, which has also been 
heritage-protected since 1999. 
 BMW Group Classic is the branch 
of the BMW Group responsible for all 
activities revolving around the history 
of the company and its three brands: 
BMW, MINI and Rolls- Royce. The 
BMW archive, for example, specializes 
in answering questions on the history of 
the company, its brands and products. 
The BMW Museum conveys the fascina-
tion of the BMW brand – through its 
permanent collection and temporary 
exhibitions – with vivid references to 
the present and future. And BMW 
Group Classic’s brief also extends to 
participating in classic events, preserv-
ing and managing a collection of some 
1,000 exhibits, and offering far-reaching 
services for owners of historical vehicles, 
from the supply of replacement parts to 
full restoration. 

BMW Group 
Corporate Communications

 






