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With only six print Zündfolges per year, the Club is focusing more on communication 
with our members through electronic means. Here are two media you don’t want to miss.

Around The Sound E-Newsletters
In between bimonthly publication of the paper Zündfolge, the Club is delivering our 
own e-newsletter called “Around the Sound” (ATS). On average we send out two ATS 
per month, more in the busy summer months. They promote upcoming Club events, and 
provide reminders about other BMW Club related topics. The ATS occasionally augments  
Zündfolge stories with additional content like a video. So it’s always worth poking 
around each ATS to see what your BMW Club is up to!
 If you have not been receiving the ATS e-newsletters and wish to, check to make sure 
the BMW CCA national office has your email information up-to-date. The national office  
provides us with a list of current members and their contact info each month. We use 
those emails to make the broadcasts of Around the Sound!

Lance Richert, Editor | Around The Sound e-newsletter | Lance@Richertnet.com

Chapter Website: www.bmwpugetsound.com
We have begun publishing occasional feature articles directly to the chapter website. 
These are articles that will never be seen in print. The first of these is titled, “Forty Years 
of Electric BMWs” and tells the 44-year story of electric BMW vehicle development that 
has led to today’s i3. Check out the website for more of these quality articles. 

David Lightfoot, Editor-in-Chief
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ON THE COVER:  
The interior of what is probably 
the best BMW 503 in the world, 
owned by Karra Cannun of  
San Jose, CA.  

Photo by Steve Libby.

 

As A member of the Puget 
sound ChAPter since 2001, I’ve 
gone on many trips and attended 
countless events. I’ve also served 
as a board member in several roles, 
which started after attending the 
chapter banquet in 2002. I thanked 
the chair for organizing the event 
and made some recommendations 
for future events. (Yes, many of 
you know I am a stickler on water 
service being an event planner.) 
That lead to managing the banquet 
starting in 2003. The opportunity to 
work with a non-profit as a benefi-
ciary for the annual banquet was 
truly rewarding for the Club. We 
even received National recognition 
in the Roundel Magazine for the 
funds raised for Multiple Sclerosis 
in the Northwest. Subsequent years 
proved to be just as enjoyable. This 
wouldn’t have been possible with-
out member participation  
and a collaborative team organizing  
the events down to every detail. 

 After years of holding the banquet 
chair position I took a two-year break 
and then returned to the position for an 
additional two years. Due to economic 
impacts that event is no longer offered. 
 I loved being involved so much that  
I kept active and attended board meet-
ings. I eventually found an opportunity 
to step into the Display Advertising role 
for the Zündfolge. I’ve held that role 
for three years and have thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Midway through the first 
year of that role I was voted in as vice 
president in 2012 and then as president 
in 2013 and 2014. At the end of my term 
this December I will hand over the reins 
to an extremely capable Steve Libby. 
 All in all, I’ve enjoyed participating 
at the board level for many years.  
The experience I’ve gained working  
in a volunteer organization can’t be  
described in words available for print. 
This experience will be with me for 
the rest of my life and I am extremely 
thankful. I’ve also met many Club 
members that I consider to be very close 

friends. I anticipate that they will be 
in my life for many years  
to come. 
 It has been an absolute joy to  
be around fellow enthusiasts, watch 
the BMW brand morph and get out  
of the garage and drive with many  
of you. 
 At the end of this term I won’t  
be going anywhere. I’ll still remain  
on the board in the past-president 
position and will see many of you 
around at future events. Until then, 
you have a very capable board with 
some new faces in new roles and 
some in the same roles for 2015 and 
they are in full swing planning and 
scoping out exciting events for you  
to attend in 2015. Until I see you 
around, have a safe and enjoyable 
holiday season. 

 Warm Regards,
 de-Anna Martin, President 
 BMW CCA Puget Sound

President’s Message
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End of Year Club Lunch at the  
Triple XXX Root Beer Drive In!

Join fellow Club members for an informal lunch at 
the auto friendly Triple XXX Drive-In just off I-90 in 
Issaquah. The restaurant is full of auto memorabilia. 
We’ll gather in their “back room” to eat. Eat healthy 
the day before, so you can indulge in one of their many 
burger offerings! We’ll have some raffle prizes, includ-
ing some $50 Chevron Gas Cards to give away! A great 
way to close out the year. Note: They don’t take credit 
cards. Cash or personal checks only!

Lance Richert 
lance@Richertnet.con

Tuesday, December 30 – 11:45-ish

98 NE Gilman Blvd
Issaquah
www.triplexrootbeer.com
425-392-1266

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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MOTOR SPORTS
2014 Track Season Recap

whAtever riCk gulstrom did to 
pick the five perfect track days we had 
this year, we want him to do it again  
for 2015! This past year was rain-free, 
sunny, and very fun. The four events at 
Pacific Raceways, including the HPDE 
(high performance driving education) 
and the CCC (car control clinic) were 
very well attended and incident free. 
Thank you to all who came out and 
enjoyed driving your BMW or other  
vehicle like it was meant to be driven. 
We know that you have a choice on 
which driving schools you attend and  
your support of the Puget Sound BMW 
CCA is greatly appreciated. We also 
thank Tom Olsson and Jeff Butler for 
organizing the HPDE and CCC. With-
out their dedication to the program, 
these events would not happen.
 This was an experimental year, with 
changes to the rules and permission 
offered to A and B group drivers. We 
allowed open passing (with the proper 
point) in A group, allowing the drivers 
more freedom and opportunity to learn 
additional car control skills. Driving two 
cars wide in the turns was not only fun, 
but also raised the skill/awareness level 
of all drivers who took advantage of this.  
B group drivers received additional 
coaching by Lance Richert or Chris 
Mason. Following their solo runs, drivers 
were debriefed by Lance, Chris, or other 

senior instructors as a means to fine tune  
driving skills. We plan to continue  
these practices for the 2015 season  
with refinements. Watch for the January/
February 2015 Zündfolge for HPDE 
and CCC announcements as well as  
the dates for Pacific Raceways and  
the Ridge Motorsport Park (we have 
the dates, but you are just going to  
have to wait!).
 Finally, we would like to thank the 
instructors who donate their time to  
the track program. Sharing our love  
for driving with all of you who let us in  
the right seat is vastly worth more than 
words can describe. We do this not for 
the free lunch or some track time, but  
to coach students to be better drivers. 
 So, time to start thinking about  
that list of improvements to the car: 
maybe some dedicated track wheels  
are in your future, some safety improve-
ments, or some cool driving gear. Start 
reading Ross Bentley’s books and 
subscribe to “Speed Secrets” as a means 

to learn about performance driving and 
some of the psychology behind how 
people learn. You will be amazed at  
how this can translate to everyday life 
and interaction with others. 
 See you on the track!

Steve Libby
Vice President (President-elect), Instructor

Rick Gulstrom 
Driving Events Coordinator  

and Senior Instructor
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Pacific Northwest Concours d’Elegance
the PACifiC northwest ConCours 
d’elegAnCe was held on September 7 
at ‘America’s Car Museum’ in Tacoma. 
Previously known as the Kirkland 
Concours, the event moved to Tacoma a 
couple of years ago to be affiliated with 
this newly opened museum. This is the 
best car show in the Pacific Northwest 
with many of the same people involved 
that are the movers and shakers for 
Pebble Beach. 
 This show was the same day as the 
chapter’s M Car Day. Since both events 
were in Tacoma, some members made it 
to both shows. 
 This year featured two special classes 
for BMWs. One was for Early and Signi- 
ficant cars and the other was for BMW 
Motorcycles. While the motorcycle  

exhibit was interesting, it’s the cars 
we’re most concerned about here.  
Chapter member Peter Gleeson, who 
has quickly assembled one of the best 
BMW collections in North America,  
was chosen to select the cars to be  
invited. Peter also wrote a short  
history of our favorite car company  
for the event program.
 Finding the early and significant 
BMWs to fill out the class and represent 
the company was a task that was eased 
by Peter being able to find half the  
cars in his own collection. The task was 
made harder by last minute cancellations  
of two of the most significant cars. Club  
member Nancy Martin’s 1937 328 couldn’t  
make the show due to a mechanical 
problem. No replacement could be 

By David Lightfoot
Photos by Steve Libby

found for this little red jewel. Brown 
Maloney’s beautiful 507 was sold at one  
of the Monterey auctions just a few 
weeks before this show. Fortunately,  
another lovely 507 was found. This car 
was shown by Corry and Greg McFarland.  
This car had been brought home from 
Germany by Corry and Greg’s father 
in the 1960s. It is in original, unrestored 
condition with lovely patina. 
 The only pre-war car in attendance 
was the 327/28 Cabriolet owned by 
Steve and Annie Norman. This car  
was shown at Pebble Beach in 2013. 
Steve and Mary Walker brought their 
remarkably original 1800 TiSA. Byron 
Sanborn’s fully restored 2002 Turbo  
was there despite Byron’s absence.  
Gerald Greenfield, the Chief Judge  

Steve and Annie Norman’s 1938 327/28.

Corry & Greg McFarland’s 1959 507 with Peter & Jennifer Gleeson’s 1989 Z1  
in the background.

Steve & Mary Walker’s 1965 1800 TiSA. Karra Canum’s 1958 503 Cabriolet.Richard Ranch’s 1957 Isetta.



 November/December 2014 ZüNDFOLGE 7www.bmwpugetsound.com

of the event, showed his 2001 Z8.  
And Karra Cannun brought her  
1959 503 from San Jose, CA. 
 Peter’s six cars were spectacular.  
We (meaning Peter and his drivers, 
including your author) brought two 
3.0CSL Alpinas. One was a street ver-
sion in yellow and the other was a race 
car. The race car is painted in its original 
livery, resembling a cow hide, reflecting 
Levi’s sponsorship. Peter’s wife drove 
down in their 1989 red Z1. One of  
Peter’s most recent additions is the  
only E30 M3 Cabriolet built by BMW  
as an Evo II. It is like new and shows 
well in white. 
 To round out the group, Peter 
showed two M1s. The first was a totally 
original street car in dark blue. It was 

purchased when new by factory driver 
Johnny Cecotto. Johnny did just 8,000 
miles in the car in 31 years and has 
given Peter a letter confirming the car’s 
originality, including confirming this car 
was serviced by the factory. The other 
M1 was about as close to a BMW Art 
Car as an individual can own. That is 
the Peter Gregg M1 Procar which Frank 
Stella painted; this is also one of only 
three known Procars, to still be in their 
original state.  
 There was actually one other BMW 
car in the show, that being a 1957 Isetta 
owned by Tacoma resident Richard  
Rinning. Richard did the restoration 
himself including “pimping it out” as 
much as possible with visors, luggage 
racks and every period accessory he 

could find. It was shown in another class 
but made a baker’s dozen of Bimmers  
in the show. 
 The class winner was Karra Canum’s 
503. Its restoration was done by the 
Werk Shop in Chicago and is likely 
the finest 503 in the world. The level of 
workmanship and the color combination  
chosen by the owner make the car simply  
breathtaking. A special award was given 
to the Stella M1. This car is a full-race 
Procar and noisy. The award presentation  
was delayed to the end of the ceremonies  
since once the car was started, the  
announcer couldn’t be heard over the 
PA system. No matter, these are car 
people and everyone loved the racket. 

more photos on page 8

Byron Sanborn’s 1974 2002 Turbo,  
restored by the owner. 

Peter & Jennifer Gleeson’s 1989 E30 M3 Cabrio Evo II.

Peter and & Jennifer Gleeson’s 1971 
3.0CSL Alpina with David Lightfoot 
standing by. Peter & Jennifer Gleeson’s ex-Johnny Cecotto 1980 M1 Procar. 
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Pacific Northwest Concours d’Elegance Continued from page 7

Peter & Jennifer Gleeson’s 1989 Z1.

Peter and Jennifer Gleeson with their 
1979 M1 Pro-car painted by Frank Stella.

This is what a pre-war BMW’s interior 
looks like. This is the Normans’ 327/28.

A nice class of Beemers was also part  
of the show.

Gerald Greenfield’s 2001 Z8.

Peter and Jennifer Gleeson’s 1971 
3.0CSL race car, known as the ‘Cow Car.’
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The Ridge Tour Recap
the 2014 Puget sound ChAPter 
tour seAson officially ended on a 
high performance note, with some very 
spirited parade laps around The Ridge 
Motorsports Park on September 13. 
What a great way to end the season and 
tee up anticipation for spring 2015!
 On this final tour for 2014, we started 
out bright and early with all manner  
of machines: Z3 to M3 to X3 (that’s 
right SAVs, we want you!). Finding the 
secret back route from Federal Way, we  
meandered through trees and twisties 
on scenic SR 509 around Commencement  
Bay, across the Narrows Bridge, and 
then along the coastlines of Hood Canal. 
 Anxiously pulling into The Ridge 
racetrack paddock around noon, we 
waited as our fellow Chapter members 
attending the same-day High Perfor-
mance Driving School exited the course 
for lunch. After receiving track instruc-
tions from Club instructor Jeff Butler, 
we followed him onto the course for  
a few spirited parade laps, keeping to 
the proper line through all corners, at  
a responsible speed, of course.
 Afterward, those who wanted to 
strap on helmets and take some hot laps 
in instructor cars, learned why the term 
Ultimate Driving Machine is more than 
just marketing hype.

foothills, then back down into historic 
Snohomish for lunch. A month later 
another two-dozen member-enthusiasts 
circumnavigated the Olympic Peninsula, 
stopping for lunch at Kahlaloch Lodge 
directly overlooking the ocean below. 
 In May, we proceeded solemnly  
past the Oso devastation on newly 
opened Highway 530. We continued on 
to Diablo Dam, momentarily stopping 
all dam traffic for some picture taking. 
Continuing up over Washington Pass, 
our BMWs were soon welcomed onto 
the sunny front lawn of Sun Mountain 
Lodge in Winthrop while we dined 
inside overlooking the magnificent 
Methow Valley.  
 Mid-summer found us discovering 
pre-Interstate era “Blue Highways” 
through the countryside and small towns 
on both sides of Snoqualmie Pass. A 
few lucky convertibles scored free car 
washes as we proceeded past irrigation 
sprinklers aimed suspiciously out over 
the highway. But before long, those his-
toric, twisty roads led us into the heart 
of the Yakima Valley. Our lunch desti-
nation, Silver Lake Winery, afforded us 
complementary and mercifully shaded 
hill top views of acres upon acres of 
vineyards, orchards, and hop fields. 
 Our two-state, two-day tour in 
August wove around Mt. Rainier and 
then Mt. St. Helens’ volcanic-landscaped 
twisty roads. From our lunch stop at 
Windy Ridge observatory, we could  
also spot Mt. Adams and Mt. Hood. 
Count ’em, that’s four mountains from 
one spot! Downshifting and braking 
slightly, we came around the final bend. 
Suddenly before us lay the vastness  
of the Columbia River Gorge and 
our ultimate destination, Hood River, 
Oregon. Wow. So it is with our season-
ending trip to The Ridge last month,  
we can call it a pretty good year! 
 But wait, there’s more! Planning 
for 2015 is just starting. For the 250 or 
so members who attended this year’s 
tours, let us know where you want to go 
next season, along with your likes and 
dislikes about this past year’s tours. 
We’d also like to hear from members 

who weren’t able to attend this year. 
What destinations or kind of tours 
would you like to attend? And if you’re 
interested in planning a future tour, 
even better! 
 As always, we’re constantly looking 
for volunteers and new ideas. Please 
contact me at tours@bmwpugetsound.
com with your thoughts.

Ed Walker. Tours Coordinator
(Remember the Golden Rule of Tours:  

Thou Shalt Not Pass The Leader)

Afterward, those who wanted 
to strap on helmets and take 
some hot laps in instructor 
cars, learned why the term 
Ultimate Driving Machine is 
more than just marketing 
hype.

 By the numbers, over 250 drivers  
and navigators enjoyed our six tours  
this year, roughly one trip per month 
over spring and summer. We travelled 
over 2,000 miles of the best roads in 
Washington and the edge of Oregon. 
 We began in April with 61 cars 
ascending up through the Cascade 

Jim and Julie Lange at Multnoma Falls 
on the Hood River Tour.

Hood River View from Rowena Crest on 
the Hood River Tour.
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M Car Day 2014
A greAt turnout of 200 M Cars for 
our Seventh Annual M Car Day. Held  
at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma, the event 
was picture postcard perfect weather.  
M Car Day has been a great way to 
close out the summer car show season. 
After lunch was served for about 250  

The Griot’s guys demonstrated their 
products. 

in attendance we were able to get  
everyone inside the Car Care Center  
for a bevy of raffle prizes!
 Special thanks to Griot’s Garage, 
BMW Northwest and Haury’s Lake  
City Collision for co-hosting the event 
and making it a very special day for  

M Car owners. 425 Motorsports and 
South Lake European also provided 
donations to the afternoon raffle.
 M Car Day 2015… can we hit 250  
M Cars?

Lance Richert and Nicolas Hostein 
Co-Chairs, M Car Day

BMW Northwest brought a stable of the newest M Cars, plus their PRO3 car.

This shy little girl just wouldn’t come  
out of her shell. Over 200 cars turned out for M Car Day. Those are some good looking cars.

Co-Chair Nic Hostein draws a lucky 
raffle winner.
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And the PRO3 Champ is…

CAn it reAlly be oCtober AlreAdy? 
It must be, because my car is gracing 
the page of the PRO3 calendar and that 
means that Halloween is right around 
the corner. Seems it was just July! Of 
course, I can be granted some leeway  
in thinking this way, considering the  
incredibly nice weather we have been 
experiencing lately. The weather has 
been extremely track-friendly this  
summer with only three of our fourteen 
regular season races being subjected  
to a full-tread “rain” tire. As much as  
we talk about racing in the rain and it 
being “the great equalizer” and all that, 
let’s face it: racing in dry conditions  
is generally a lot easier on equipment 
and packing up your paddock spot in 
the dry is so much more welcome than 
in the wet that we’ll take it whenever  
we can get it!
 PRO3 and ICSCC ended the 2014 
regular points season on Sunday,  
September 21, at The Ridge Motorsports  
Park in Shelton. Special thanks to South 
Lake European for their generous  
sponsorship of the event which generated  
over 220 entries for the weekend for 
IRDC. With a few tweaks to the racing 
schedule, we were able to participate in 
a 20 minute non-points race on Saturday,  
plus a 1-hour endurance race and then 
our regular, 30-minute points race on  
Sunday. Just entering one run group 
would yield a fair amount of racing track  
time and based on the majority of fellow  
PRO3 drivers I spoke with, this is a  
welcomed change to the schedule.
 In seasons past, the PRO3 series 
champion has been crowned at the final 
race of the season. It makes for some 
great spectating when it comes down to 
the wire as to who will finish first overall.  
This year, I am pleased to announce that 
Chuck Hurley, driving PRO3 #95 drove 
so well this season that he secured the 
top position prior to the final event.  

The PRO3 Line

A big “congratulations!” is in order for 
our star driver. 
 Chuck is a very busy guy at the races 
and behind the scenes as well. It must  
be noted that in addition to driving a 
stellar year of PRO3 races, Chuck also 
transported multiple PRO3 cars to  
every race in the Grip Racing car 
hauler. That includes the setup and the 
tear-down at every event. In addition 
to his work at the track, Chuck is the 
overall ICSCC Points Keeper—the guy 

who takes the results from every run 
group, every class, at every race and 
translates the finishing order into points 
scored. And it doesn’t stop there! Chuck 
is the treasurer for the International 
Race Drivers Club and makes sure that 
all the bills are paid keeping us racing 
at the Seattle area venues. To say he’s a 
busy guy is an understatement and I for 
one deeply appreciate his dedication to 
PRO3 and local club racing. Thank you, 
Chuck; and congratulations!

#95 Chuck Hurley is the 2014 PRO3 Champion.
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 The remaining Top 5 in PRO3 took 
shape at the final event with Dan Gavrila  
(208 points) in P2; Olivier Henrichot 
(200pts) in P3; Chris Hart (178pts) in  
P4; and James Colborn (161pts) in P5. 
Each of these drivers worked hard to 
remain in the Top 5 and every one of 
them is capable of earning the overall 
championship. Nice work, fellas!
 BMW Northwest in Tacoma remained  
in place as our series title sponsor and 
will be sending checks (actual, cash-
money checks!) to the Top ten finishers 
in PRO3. Ten additional, but slightly 
smaller checks will be randomly drawn 
for the remaining PRO3 participants 
this season. If you raced in PRO3, then 
you have a shot at taking home some-
thing more than bragging rights and  
a good racing tale. 
 Accurate Engines in Lynnwood will 
once again be donating a new PRO3  

engine to one lucky winner. The number  
of races you started is how many chances  
you have to win the engine. The more 
you raced, the better your chances! 
Good luck everyone!
 At the time of publication, we will 
have completed the annual ritual of  
proposing any rule changes to ICSCC. 
As drivers, we vote on those changes 
and those that pass will be integrated 
into the new rule book for 2015. There’s 
not much to talk about within PRO3 
rules outside of one minor change  
looking to allow a larger diameter 
power steering pulley for any car still 
running power steering. 
 The annual ICSCC meeting and 
awards banquet will be held the week-
end of November 8/9 at the Seatac 
Mariott Hotel. Everyone is welcome  
to attend the general meetings and  
certainly welcome at the awards  

banquet. If you have an interest in  
seeing how ICSCC conducts its business, 
be sure to take some time to sit in the 
meetings and observe your fellow racers 
and volunteers work through the various  
and necessary details of club racing. 
 With the off-season rapidly approach- 
ing, now is a good time to dump the 
water out of the radiator (or add anti-
freeze), change the oil, drain the fuel, 
and perform your general winterizing 
procedures on the car. Put the car away 
in a race-ready condition now because 
we will be back on track before you 
realize it!

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com
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Drag Racing at Pacific Raceways
for those who Come to the Club’s 
HPDE and CCC events at Pacific  
Raceways, have you ever wondered 
about the line of vehicles hauling trail-
ers that always wait outside the gate as 
we leave at the end of the day? We’d 
heard rumors about cars that cannot 
turn and drivers that smoke their tires 
ON PURPOSE. There was word of 
child drivers, Christmas Trees, Funny 
Cars, four-digit horsepower figures (per 
car), bleach used for things other than 
laundry, and other reputed cases of 
hooliganism that definitely bore looking 
into. Well, after the June 20 and July 18 
events a few of your intrepid instructors 
stayed late just to see what really goes 
on at PR after our well-behaved group 
leaves. Here is what we found.
 We discovered that ten minutes  
after they let these people in, the  
whole area between turns 7 and 9 turns 
into a parking lot. There are trailers 
EVERYWHERE. You can walk out 
into the middle of the track between 

8 and 9, stand there, and almost not 
recognize that half an hour earlier; you 
were just about to short-shift from 3rd 
to 4th RIGHT HERE where a little 
ten year-old girl is revving the engine 
in a shrunken version of a dragster. The 
machines that roll out of these trailers 
range from antique hot rods to some 
things us road racer types wouldn’t 

recognize. We learned that these people 
spray liquefied rubber on the track, 
which sets up to make it sticky (cheaters!).  
Then, they spray a bleach solution on 
the ground, roll into it with their drive 
wheels, mash the gas, and proceed to 
vigorously spin the tires, producing volu-
minous quantities of smoke. Apparently 
this makes the tires stick to the rubber 

We learned that these people spray liquefied  

rubber on the track, which sets up to make it sticky 

(cheaters!). Then, they spray a bleach solution  

on the ground, roll into it with their drive wheels, 

mash the gas, and proceed to vigorously spin the 

tires, producing voluminous quantities of smoke. 
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After A resCheduling due to rAin, we moved the drag night to August 
20. The weather was about perfect for us, not too hot, no rain and great 
traction. It was fun to see how fast the new turbo BMWs are. The M235 is 
practically a 12 second car right off the show room floor! My E36 M3 was 
the only manual transmission car in the group; seems weird but that is how 
most new cars are purchased these days. Obviously, it is much easier to run 
an automatic but we sure had fun working out how to launch the car and 
time the lights.  
 By the end of the night, we were leaving on the last yellow light at about 
4800 RPM with a bit of wheel spin and scratching second and third gear. 
We’d just get into fourth before the lights at the end running a best of 13:65 
at 102 mph. Consider that the first pass with a soft launch and shifting a bit 
short of 7000 RPM was a 14:40 at 99 mph, that’s a nice improvement.   
 In the end, Club member Doug Mill proved that there is no substitute 
for cubic inches and drag slicks. Doug’s stroker small block ’57 Chev ran 
an 11:41 at 117 mph besting all the BMWs. The ’57 would leave the starting 
line all pushed out of shape and hard to steer with the front wheels barely 
touching the pavement. It was a blast to watch this thing tear it up.  
 The times listed are what I could capture from watching runs or getting 
time slips from attendees. I posted the best run when possible. I did include 
a few runs from some Club member that ran their cars on the Friday night 
drags just after our event who couldn’t make it on Wednesday. 

Jeff Butler, Tech Event Coordinator

BMW Club Night at the Drags

Photos can be found on the Club Facebook page.

they put on the track earlier. Then, two 
at a time, they roll up to this thing they 
call a Christmas Tree. Now I have to tell 
you, it doesn’t look like any Christmas 
Tree that I’ve ever seen. It only has a 
couple columns of lights. Most of them 
are amber, although there are two red 
lights and two green lights. There is no 
place to put presents underneath it, 
and they would probably get ruined by 
bleach and smoke damage if you tried it. 
Anyway, the “Christmas Tree” somehow 
tells the drivers when to start to race. 
They pull up to the Christmas Tree, rev 
up the engines, the lights on the tree 
flash, and ZOOM, they’re off. They call 
it a “lap” when they run straight down 
the track and cross the finish line one-
quarter mile down. HA! Lap indeed. I 
wanted to see them go through turn 2! 
But before they get there, they hit the 
brakes and some of them even pop out 
PARACHUTES, apparently to keep 
them from having to turn. It must be 
like horizontal skydiving, with a big  
motor involved.
 A few other notable things: They 
let children race, so the paddock is full 
of little tykes who run around on their 
razor scooters until it’s time for them 
to strap on helmets and pile into their 
little dragsters (which sound like a pack 
of angry bees when they’re all running). 
Then these kids are ALL BUSINESS. 
Don’t get in the way! If you’re a gear-
head, there are some pretty awesome 
machines here for you to soak in. We 
saw a beautiful 1970 Dodge Charger 
that reputedly dynoed over 1000 HP 
at the wheels. We saw a Mustang with 
a giant turbo mounted just behind the 
grille, with the turbo inlet gaping in 
the front, the spinning turbine resem-
bling the Batmobile. Oh, and they race 
motorcycles too. There was a Pantera, 
several BMW’s, a few SUVs (some were 
quite fast), and of course, the full-blown 
dragsters and funny cars. All in all, it’s 
a great time, and your intrepid instruc-
tor corps highly recommends hanging 
around to watch the show. It sure beats 
sitting on I5 in rush-hour traffic. Watch 
the drag racing circus for a couple hours, 
and then have an easy drive home.

Dave Ely 

Vehicle Features/Modifications Lap Time (s) Mph

2014 M235 Stock Automatic 13.195 103.14

2011 550 Stock Automatic 13.49 106.34

X3 Stock Automatic 14.30 93.80

F30 Wagon 4 cylinder automatic 14.31 96.00

1997 M3 5-speed 13.65 102.00
 Full bolt-ons  

E90 335 Comp tuning software 12.50 114.00
 Downpipe  
 Air intake  
 Intercooler  

2000 Camaro SS  13.34 104.00

2011 E90 335 JV 4 12.50 110.00
 Downpipe  
 Intake  
 Frontmount intercooler  
 Charge pipe  

57 Chev Stroker smallblock 11.41 117.00
 Roller cam  
 Aluminum heads  

1998 E36 M3 M50 manifold 14.60 
 TRM tune  
 Warm air intake  
 Turner pullies  

1998 318ti Cold air intake 17.10 
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Driving in the Real World: You Don’t Know What You Don’t Know
in my first ArtiCle for Zündfolge 
(which appeared in the July/August 
2014 issue), I described some personal 
experiences that led me to create  
Driving in the Real World (DITRW), 
and what fuels my passion to improve 
current American attitudes toward 
street driving.
 Humans are remarkable creatures. 
We have rocketed ourselves to the 
moon, learned to smash atoms to create 
energy, and uploaded nude pictures  
of ourselves on Instagram. In spite of 
this, we are also capable of unbridled 
folly and overconfidence, which unfor-
tunately most of us practice every day 
on the road. Polls show that at least 80 
percent of Americans believe they are 
above-average drivers. Something about 
that math just doesn’t calculate.
 You may recall from my first article 
that I started working for several rental 
car agencies and driving their vehicles 
long distances right after getting my 
California driver’s license. I quickly real-
ized that almost nothing I’d learned in 
high school driver education had prop-
erly prepared me to pilot busy highways, 
negotiate dense San Francisco rush-hour 
congestion, regularly handle roadside 
breakdowns, and maneuver though the 
tightest parking spaces quickly, safely, 
and efficiently. After driving nearly 
125,000 miles over the one and a half 
years I worked these jobs, I felt I knew 
a lot more than the average driver, just 
because of how much time I’d spent 
behind the wheel.
 As a 20-year-old, I carried this smug-
ness with me when I relocated to a small 
Wisconsin town, a far more placid road 
environment than the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Moving to the Midwest did 
pose new challenges, such as snow, black 
ice, violent thunderstorms, and January 
temperatures that dipped to 60-below-
zero, with the wind chill. A few slip-and-
slides and one engine block heater later, 
I learned to be more cautious, as well 
as develop new seasonal thresholds for 
braking and acceleration.
 Still, I felt that my roots as a big-city 
California driver always gave me a big 
leg up in these rural areas. I can handle 
this easy—it’s mere child play, I thought, 
as I struggled to not confidently leadfoot 

my way through quiet, small-town Main 
Streets. My Wisconsin and Minnesota 
friends openly admitted that they’d be 
terrified to drive in San Francisco, and 
secretly their timidity fed my road ego.
 Fast-forward 15 years later—and into 
a new life in Seattle, which has some 
of the worst collision-ridden roads in 
the country. When I started researching 
for DITRW, I enrolled in driver train-
ing with a variety of places. I started 
with DE and winter car control clinics 
with the Audi Club Northwest, which 
gave me a taste of the usual emergency 
maneuvers, threshold braking, oversteer 
and understeer training, and skidpad 
stuff. Gradually I moved on to HPD 
(High Performance Driving) events, 
which were thoroughly thrilling and 
a great outlet for learning finesse and 
smoothness at high speeds. Predict-
ably, my confidence soared—now I felt 
like I’d really know how to get out of 
a potentially dicey situation on regular 
roads. I started learning to drive a man-
ual on the steep hills of Seattle, tackling 
impossibly narrow roads in France and 
Italy, and even did rally training at Dirt-
fish, adding to my repertoire.
 However, my real training began in  
April 2013 when I did an intensive three- 
day training course with Advanced 

Drivers of America, which is quite 
possibly the only driving school in the 
U.S. that teaches the British system of 
car control. Originally developed in 
the U.K. in the 1930s as a way to train 
police in safer driving techniques when 
responding to emergency calls, the 
results were dramatic and immediate. 
In the 1950s, parts of the system were 
adapted for civilian street driving train-
ing. Currently, the August 2013 edition 
of Roadcraft is the foremost book on 
the subject.

 Its methodology is extraordinarily 
sound, training the driver to properly 
(and constantly) assess a wide range 
of situational information, to maintain 
proper vehicle position on the road, 
to always apply correct speeds for the 
conditions, to put the vehicle in the right 
gear at the right time (remember cars in 
the UK are typically stick shift) so as to 
minimize braking and optimize weight 
dynamics (without heel-and-toe, I 
might add) and to accelerate only at the 
proper moment. With these techniques, 
a simple right turn can be systematically 
broken down into at least seven or eight 
separate steps, all equally important, 
and none to be omitted.
 Although the system may sound com-
plicated and rigid to the uninitiated, the 
beauty of it lies in the fact that it can be 
applied to every single driving situation 
that may arise, regardless of conditions 
or type of vehicle. Whereas much of U.S. 
street driver training emphasizes reacting  
to hazards and memorizing road signs, 

Driving in Italy.

Winter driving in the American Midwest.
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the U.K. system relies far more on 
upstream situational awareness and 
recognizing subtly changing conditions 
that may quickly develop into hazards—
and making sure you don’t put yourself 
in the middle of a dicey situation in the 
first place.
 Undergoing this training was a 
profound revelation. At last this was the 
solid foundation that I instinctually felt 
had been missing all along in my high 
school driver ed and in various motor-
ist handbooks I’d flipped through all 
these years, but could never quite put 
my finger on. Overnight, it completely 
reformed my thinking about how I liter-
ally see and drive the road. Other driver 
training I did in California (Cullington 
Driving Concepts) and Arizona (Driv-
ing MBA) with exceptional instructors 
who worked with me on both simple  
vision and advanced simulation exer-
cises made me realize how much I was 
truly not seeing—and, more importantly, 
the frightening limitations of my brain.
 As the former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld so famously 
put it, “You don’t know what you don’t 
know.” Before this advanced training, I 
never knew what I didn’t know, in spite 

minority of us do know that we don’t 
know. Once we open our minds to both 
of these possibilities—and alert others 
to them as well—then the road ahead 
suddenly opens wide for improvement.
 You can read more about the system 
of car control, Advanced Drivers of 
America, and the U.K. police driving 
handbook Roadcraft here: 
	 •	 www.autoevolution.com/news/ 
  systems-of-car-control-cop-driving- 
  skills-for-the-average-joe-30060.html
	 •	 www.advanceddrivers.com
	 •	 roadcraft.co.uk

 Mi Ae Lipe is a freelance editor, writer 
and graphic designer living in Seattle, 
Washington. She is also the creator of the 
blog Driving in the Real World. Follow her 
daily driving news and tips on Twitter at @
DrivingReal. A member of the BMW CCA, 
the Audi Club Northwest and Fiat Enthu-
siasts Northwest (the latter of which she 
serves as a newsletter editor), Mi Ae also 
writes a regular column for Roadio.com, 
an online magazine primarily for driving 
instructors in the UK. She drives a stock 
2008 Honda Accord sedan (which has 
actually seen track days) and a much-loved 
Barbera Red 2009 BMW E92 335i coupe.

Servicing BMWs Since 1975 
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Auto Repair

of nearly one million miles of street 
driving over the past 25 years. I shudder 
to think of all the near-misses I’ve had 
and people I’ve jeopardized while cruis-
ing in my oblivion, because of both my 
ego and lack of better training (or even 
knowing that it existed).
 Even with these experiences, I’m also 
equally positive that I’m still not at the 
level I should be in street driving. There 
is always more to be aware of, to be vigi- 
lant about, and to practice—every single 
time I get into my car. This brings me to  
another quote, this one by Charles Darwin:  
“Ignorance more frequently begets  
confidence than does knowledge.”
 At the end of the day, we are only 
as good as what we surround ourselves 
with, or what we choose to believe. It 
takes utter honesty and genuine humil-
ity to admit our weaknesses and our 
penchant for taking unnecessary risk, 
not making the right choices, or not 
sufficiently planning ahead. And it takes 
even greater self-awareness to actually 
do something about it.
 I suspect pretty much all of us are in  
the same boat, no matter how long we’ve  
been driving or how good we think we 
are. The difference is that a precious 



18 ZüNDFOLGE November/December 2014

BMW of North America today announced  
the opening of the new BMW Performance  
Center West, the company’s permanent 
performance driver training facility 
located in Southern California. BMW 
partners with The Thermal Club, the 
new premier private motorsports club, 
to create a dedicated road course and 
training facility just a few minutes out-
side of La Quinta, California. Opening 
in late 2014, the BMW Performance 
Center West will offer the full comple-
ment of performance driving courses  
for which the BMW Performance 
Center in Spartanburg, South Carolina 
has been renowned since 1999. These 
include the BMW M Schools as well  
as the BMW Teen Driving Schools.
 “We have long believed that the right 
driver training is every bit as important 
as technology in helping to keep drivers 
safe,” noted Peter Miles, Vice President 
of Sales Channel Development and 
Customer Relations, BMW of North 
America. “The BMW Performance  
Center West will make it easier for 
customers in the Western U.S. to benefit 
from the same professional driving 
instruction that nearly 130,000 drivers 
have had at the BMW Performance 
Center in South Carolina over the last 
15 years. We are very pleased to partner 
with The Thermal Club.” 
 The BMW Performance Center West 
brings a permanent BMW performance 
driver training facility to Southern 
California. Occupying 32 acres on the 
grounds of The Thermal Club, the BMW 
Performance Center West will include a 
dedicated 1.4 mile road course, 6.2 acres 
of paddock, a skid pad and an 8,500 
square foot Performance Facility. It 
will offer the full complement of driver 
training courses that are currently  
offered at the BMW Performance  
center in South Carolina.
 The company launched BMW Driver 
Training in Germany in 1977. In 1999 it 
opened the BMW Performance Center 
near Spartanburg, South Carolina—its 
first permanent U.S.-based performance 

BMW Announces Performance Center West Driving School
driving school and delivery center.  
Since opening, nearly 130,000 students 
have graduated from BMW performance  
driving courses. This includes nearly 
5,000 graduates of BMW Teen Driving 
Schools. Today between 1,000 and 1,500 
people visit the BMW Performance 
Center every week.
 In a unique partnership, home for the 
new BMW Performance Center will be 
at The Thermal Club, a new premium 
private motorsports club just outside of 
La Quinta, California. “We are thrilled 
that BMW has selected Thermal as its 
long term home for the BMW Perfor-
mance Center West. This is a very exciting  
venture for the community, Thermal and  
our members. It’s a great partnership with  
one of the world’s premiere brands,” note  

Thermal Club owners Tim and Twanna 
Rogers. The Thermal Club is focused 
on providing the ultimate motorsports 
programming, world-class culinary  
offering and a luxury service levels. The 
facility offers 5.5 miles of road racing 
circuits, private luxury member garage 
villas and luxury concierge services. The  
Motorsports Village consists of the 
Tuning Shop that features maintenance 
bays for vehicle maintenance and 
repairs, locker rooms, and lounge. The 
Trackside Garage designed for storage 
for the track and safety car fleet and the 
Tower Building is the main clubhouse 
building that will feature a 70 foot high 
operational control tower. Other luxury 
amenities will include a pool, kids’ club 
and tennis courts. 

BMW NA Press
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BMW Motorsport will add a new chapter to its success  
story in GT racing in 2016. The BMW M6 GT3 will replace 
the BMW Z4 GT3, which has been in action since 2010.  
Development work on the new car is already in full swing.  
The first tests with the car, which is based in the BMW M6 
Coupé, are planned for the first quarter of 2015. Customers 
will be able to purchase the BMW M6 GT3 from the end  
of 2015, allowing them to compete in the 2016 BMW Sports 
Trophy with the new car. Orders will be accepted over the 
course of 2015. The exact date, from which orders can be 
placed, will be announced at a later date. 
 “For me, as BMW Motorsport Director, there are few 
things more exciting than the development of a completely 
new car like the BMW M6 GT3,” said BMW Motorsport  
Director Jens Marquardt. “This car’s properties make it pre-
destined to succeed the BMW Z4 GT3. The BMW Z4 GT3 
has enjoyed success around the world in recent years, and 
is very popular among our customers. We obviously want to 
follow on from this success with the BMW M6 GT3. After all, 
the target we have set ourselves is to provide our customers 
with the best possible material. We also want to demonstrate 
the high product substance of BMW M cars in motorsport 
with the BMW M6 GT3.  
 We are all very excited to see it in action at the initial  
tests. One thing is certain from the first design sketches: this 
car is going to have the wow factor. It goes without saying  
that we will continue to offer BMW Z4 GT3 customers our 
full support, just as they have come to expect from us. “The 
heart of the BMW M6 GT3 is the BMW M Twin Power Turbo 
8-cylinder petrol engine, which features a capacity of 4.4 liters. 
The engine is familiar from the production model and has 
been modified specifically for racing. The chassis is being  
optimized by hand for the specific demands of the racetrack  
in the BMW Motorsport workshop in Munich (DE). 
 With regard to technology, the focus is on the use of extras 
that meet the very highest and latest standards in motorsport 
development, such as racing gearbox, racing ABS and racing  
electronics. Even now, BMW Motorsport is focusing on safety, 
reliability and affordable running costs, to ensure that our 
customers can enjoy successful motorsport at the highest level 
with the BMW M6 GT3, without the financial burden being 
too great. Anyone interested in purchasing a BMW M6 GT3 
can send an E-mail to M6GT3@BMW-Motorsport.com.  
They will then be registered and be the first to hear any  
new information about the car.  BMW Motorsport Press

BMW Motorsport Developing the 
BMW M6 GT3 for the 2016 Season ZüNDFOLGE MAGAZINE  
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we thAnk the new And Continuing Puget Sound 
BMW CCA board members who will be serving in 
2015. We simply would fail to exist if it were not for 
the volunteer board members. Each year, we solicit the 
membership for their interest in serving on the board 
as well as ask existing board members to continue. 
There are term limits for all officer positions, to help 
prevent burnout and keep fresh ideas coming to the 
Club. The new board members are listed below.
 Brandon Kelly returns as the Concours d’Elegance  
coordinator. He will be working closely with Steve 
Questad and Tony Cava for the 2015 Concours 
d’Elegance. We would like to thank Brandon for his 
tireless work organizing the previous “Gathering of 
the Heritage.” Ed Walker will be taking on the position 
of tour coordinator and vice president. If you had the 
chance to attend one of the tours Ed organized, you 
were not disappointed. The position of membership 
coordinator has been folded into the roster manager 
position currently held by Steve Libby. 
 As members of the Puget Sound BMW CCA,  
you are more than welcome and we encourage you  
to participate in Club activities. We always need help  
at Club events, so please help out when you can.

Steve Libby, Vice President (President-elect) and Instructor

New 2015 Board Members

President Steve Libby  |  Vice President Ed Walker 

Secretary Paul Melrose  |  Treasurer Michelle Miller 

Membership Coordinator Steve Libby  |  Editor in Chief David Lightfoot 

Display Advertising de-Anna Martin

Track Chief Driving Instructor Tom Olsson 

Driving Events Coordinator Rick Gulstrom 

Gathering of the Heritage Coordinator Brandon Kelly 

Tour Coordinator Ed Walker  |  Tech Events Coordinator Jeff Butler

New Media Chair Colin Loh  |  Special Events Coordinator Lance Richert

Past President de-Anna Martin  |  CCA Pacific Region VP Nick Owen 
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