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April 2
Sport Driving Tech Session: Two Part
Event 10 a.m.–Noon: 
Hour 1: Safety and Performance Gear for 

HPDEs Tech Talk 
Hour 2: How to get into Local Amateur Racing.  

Both will be held at 425 Motorsports, 
Bellevue, WA. 

The Club contact is Lance Richert at  
Lance@Richertnet.com. 

April 23 
Big Al’s Beer Tasting: Join us for a  
tour and great craft beer. Contact Michelle 
Miller at wearethemillers@clearwire.net or 
253-334-9948. See the article in this issue.

April 28 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m. 
All members are welcome. Contact the Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

May 3 
Deadline for the June 2011 Zündfolge 
issue: all submissions must be received by 
this date. They may be sent to the Zündfolge 
Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
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Driver Name

Navigator Name

Street Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Email

 Rally fee ($30 per team) $____________

 Dinner cost ($30 per person) $____________

	 Total	enclosed	 	 $____________

Please make checks payable to BMW CCA, Puget Sound Region.  
Mail to Doug Breithaupt, 43 Bentley Place, Port Townsend, WA 98368.

The BMW CluB Rally on the 
Olympic Peninsula has room for more 
participants and further details can now 
be shared. If you wish to participate, we 
need to have confirmation by Friday, 
March 18 for meals and materials.
 As a break during the rally, we will 
visit a car collection but it will not be 
the Brown Maloney collection. Brown 
has a conflict during the day but may 
join us for dinner. It was my error that a 
visit to Brown’s collection was included 
in the last newsletter before it could 
be confirmed. Instead, we will visit the 
collection of Marc Lassen. In addition 
to a variety of very interesting classic 
and race cars, he owns the last original 

March 26Rally on the Olympic Peninsula

Rally on the Olympic Peninsula
Saturday, March 26, 2011

In addition to a variety of very 
interesting classic and race 
cars, he owns the last original 
Liberty Cadillac, a survivor  
of General Pershing’s WWI 
campaign in France 

Liberty Cadillac, a survivor of General 
Pershing’s WWI campaign in France 
(www.libertycadillac.com). This is a true 
museum piece and it has an amazing 
story. We have also invited Marc and his 
wife to join us for dinner and will have 
him tell us the story of this unique car  
as our guest speaker.

 We are going to end the rally at the 
new detail shop of member Paul Lytle 
in Port Townsend where he will demon-
strate some of his favorite car detailing 
tips for everyone. He provided detailing 
services for BMW Seattle when it was 
owned by the Normans and has built a 
beautiful detail shop and premier car 
wash in Port Townsend. We will also 
have a wine and cheese tasting (a local 
winery and creamery will be there) at 
his business while we learn how to make 
our cars even more beautiful! 
 Manresa Castle has agreed to offer 
a $40 per night discount to any Club 
members who choose to stay over 
Saturday night in Port Townsend. Their 
regular rate is $109 per room so this is a 
nice discount. Please mention the BMW 
Club Rally when you make your reser-
vation for this special rate. 
 The gathering spot for the rally is in 
Port Gamble, in front of the General 
Store at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 
26. The rally will conclude in Port 
Townsend by 5 p.m. after enjoying the 
best twisty roads in Jefferson County. 
It is necessary to have a driver and 
navigator for each team. Additional in-
formation will be provided to everyone 
who registers for the rally.  If you have 
further questions, please contact Doug 
Breithaupt at 206-323-0624 (work) or 
doug@collegeplan.org.

Doug Breithaupt

 

ON	THE	COVER
This month’s cover features the new 2011 
BMW 1-series M coupe. The 2011 BMW 1 
Series M Coupe will be available in limited 
quantities and with a limited range of options 
at Authorized BMW Centers in Spring, 2011. 
Final pricing, packages, and options will be 
announced closer to the on-sale date. 

Photo by BMW Press
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908	-	12�	Ave.	NE
Kirkland,	WA	980��

(Totem	Lake) �25-82�-1511

OMNi
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

The NoRThWesT Rally CouNCil (NWRC) invites the 
BMW Club to an evening of road rallying on Friday evening, 
March 11, 2011. BMW Club members will be rallying with 
the other local rally enthusiasts on the NWRC March Friday 
Niter Rally. A special BMW class will be created for the  
participating BMW Club members.
 The rally will begin at the Eastgate Park-n-Ride in Bellevue  
(next to Bellevue Community College). Directions to the 
park-n-ride can be found at www.nwrally.com. The rally will 
be about sixty miles in length and will last about three hours. 
The rally will end somewhere in or around King County at a 
local Pizza establishment. The rally will be a touring type of 
event, without any course following “traps.” Trophies will be 
awarded to the podium-placing BMW Club members. Rally 
registration opens at 6:30 p.m, with the first rally car out at 
7:31 p.m. The rally entry fee $15.
 There are no limits to the number of BMW Club teams 
participating in this event. For planning purposes however 
(e.g., how many sets of route instructions are needed), please 
contact John Humphrey at bakirroo@earthlink.net to pre-
register your attendance. And, for all you procrastinators out 
there, you are welcome as well. Just show-up at the park-n-
ride, and join the fun. The hardest part of this rally will be 
figuring out who will drive and who will navigate.
 So dust off that old college clip board; get a book light to 
navigate with; and remember the digital wrist watch and you 
have all the equipment necessary to have a good time.
 If you have questions, or need any additional information, 
please contact John Humphrey at bakirroo@earthlink.net. 

Friday Night Rally Time March 11

23 years of BMW experience

Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com

8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA
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April 2Sport Driving Tech Session at 425 Motorsports
Join us on saturday, April 2 at 10 a.m. 
as we kick off the sport driving season 
with a fun and informative tech session 
at the recently opened 425 Motorsports 
in Bellevue. 425 Motorsports is a retail 
store that specializes in automotive  
driving and racing equipment. This will 
be a two-part tech event.

Amateur Road Racing 101
After a short break, the second hour will 
be led by BMW Racing SIG leader Wes 
Hill and be about how to get into local 
amateur road racing. The various local 
sanctioning bodies will be reviewed, and 
pros and cons of renting versus owning  
a race car will be covered. A PRO3  
car will be on display to use as a show 
and tell for how a typical amateur level 
race car can be prepared. Road racing  
is not the only form of competitive 
motorsport, however, and BMW Club 
President Michelle Miller will provide 
information on opportunities for local 
autocrossing too.
 Of special interest to all will be an 
interesting presentation by Fred Wright 
on an exciting new race track being 
developed in Shelton, Washington.  
Also of interest will be a short presenta-
tion about DirtFish Rally School, the 
new rally school in Snoqualmie. TC 
Motorsports from Auburn will also be 
on hand with tips on suspension tuning.

BMW Driving Events Overview  
and Safety Gear Tech Session
The first hour will be geared towards 
our outstanding driving programs held 
at Pacific Raceways. Participating in 
these events is a great way to become  
a better driver and fully understand  
and enjoy the features of your BMW  
in a safe, controlled environment.  
Driving Events Chair, Rick Gulstrom, 
will explain the Car Control Clinics 
and the advanced HPDE program. For 
those already planning to attend these 
programs this year, we’ll have informa-
tion about how to choose your helmet 
and other safety gear.

 The event is free, but please RSVP to 
help us plan for seating. Please provide 
me with your name, and the number 
of guests you will be bringing. You can 
RSVP to me at Lance@Richertnet.com.
 425 Motorsports and some of the 
other presenters will be providing some 
raffle prizes to give away that day. 425 
Motorsports will also have special day 
of event discounts!

425 Motorsports
14405 N.E. 20th Street 
Bellevue, WA. 98007

www.425Motorsports.com 
425-747-0777

Display Your BMW!

the LeMay FaMiLy CoLLeCtion 
Foundation at Marymount Event  
Center in Spanaway has set aside a 
prime location for Partner Car Clubs  
to display their cars and to promote 
their clubs. BMW CCA Puget Sound 
Region has been invited to display  
during the month of May 2011. Cars  
will need to be displayed for a whole 
month and there is room for four or five 
cars. They don’t need to be perfect, just 
clean. Possibly a PRO3 car in build or 
complete (retired).

 A Partner Car Club is one that has 
held an event at Marymount or volun-
teers time to assist in maintenance of 
the car collection or provides volun-
teers the day of the Annual LeMay 
Open House and Car Show. Mary-
mount is the location where the E30 
Picnic is held. As a Partner Car Club 
members will receive a 20% discount 
on admission to tour the facility during 
regular visiting hours.
 LeMay at Marymount houses over 
500 cars, trucks and automotive memo-
rabilia. (www.lemaymarymount.org)
 For information or to display a car 
contact Mike Ellis at 253-222-6948 or 
mlellis337@comcast.net.
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bring your beer and home brewing  
questions. They have a selection of 
six year round brews and even more 
seasonals Let me tell you, this is some 
really good craft beer. Your $10 will 
cover the tour, tasting, tip, tax and food. 
If you want more, you are on your own. 
Don’t forget your growlers!
 Space is limited to fifty people so 
please pre-register for the event at 

Full Name

Home or Cell Phone 

Email

Guest Name

 Total enclosed ($10 per person) $____________

Please make checks payable to BMW CCA, Puget Sound Region.  
Mail to Michelle Miller, 2713 SW 327th St, Federal Way, WA 98023.

Big Al’s Beer tasting Registration Form (please print) 
April 23, 2011

April 23Beer Tour and Tasting
JoiN us aT Big al’s BReWeRy on  
April 23 for a tour of their brewing 
facilities and a tasting. Big Al’s is one 
of many craft breweries that have been 
popping up all over the Puget Sound 
and has its roots in home brewing. At  
3 p.m., we will be led through a tour 
of the brewery and served a five-taste 
sampler and snack food. Big Al’s is an 
example of craft brewing at its finest, so 

www.motorsportreg.com or use the 
registration form and send with a check 
to Michelle Miller, 2713 SW 327th St, 
Federal Way, WA 98023. Direct links to 
registration can be found on our Club 
website and facebook page. Must be 21.  
Contact Michelle at 253-334-9948 or 
wearethemillers@clearwire.net.

9832 14th Ave SW, Seattle
www.bigalbrewing.com
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iNlaNd eMpiRe ChapTeR BMW CCA 
invites BMW enthusiasts on a very 
special long weekend . . . in Yellowstone 
National Park. It’s exciting to have this 
national treasure in our region and it is 
high time we give this park a visit.
  As you know, “getting there” is half 
the fun and we have FUN planned for 
you. We’ll enter the park through the 
famous and breathtaking Beartooth 
pass. This will be an all day adventure 
leaving historic Red Lodge, Montana 
bright and early to traverse the “most 
beautiful road in America” as we make 
our way to west Yellowstone Village for 
the balance of the weekend.
 We’ve secured economical lodging  
in Red Lodge, Montana for Friday, 
September 9 and on Sat/Sun in West 
Yellowstone. From West Yellowstone 
Village, three tour adventures in the 
park are planned on Sunday. Drivers 
will be grouped by tour interest and will 
visit the park with your group.
 You know you have wanted to visit 
the park for a long time! What better 
time to visit, after the huge crowds have 
diminished and the park is driveable. 
 A complete itinerary is in the works 
including, meet and greet Friday in Red 
Lodge, dinner rendezvous as well as 
pizza and beer party Saturday evening, 
prizes for best photo taken and story 
told for the weekend.
 Spend a little time on You Tube 
checking out the Beartooth Highway 
and Yellowstone Park—you’ll be glad 
you did. Let me know which part of the 
park would interest you most. This will 
be help determine tour groups. 
 We need to confirm all reservations 
by April 30. Please contact Chris Brown 
at AddAxx4@mac.com or 509-326-3365 
(3 to 7 p.m.).
 With a confirmation fee of $10, to 
defer costs, this is a budget-friendly 
weekend with an emphasis on laid-back 
fun. It is not a requirement to stay in  
the selected motels; alternatives are 
available. All members are welcome to 
participate in group meal/activities, but 
be advised accommodations are booked 
far in advance in these areas. For lodging  
details and estimated costs, contact me.

 Check out hotels including Yodeler 
Motel (www.yodelermotel.com) and City  
Center Motel (www.hotelyellowstone.com).  
Most rooms reserved are double queens, 
thus doubling up is an option. We will 
be assembling informational packets 
including projected costs. Please email 
me with any questions.
 Life is short. Time spent driving to 
wondrous destinations is what dreams 
are made of. Join the fun! Yes Virginia 
the world is that beautiful. 
 See you in Red Lodge.

Chris Brown, President
BMW CCA Inland Empire

Yellowstone Park Tour 2011 September 9–11

“Geysers and Bimmers and Bears, Oh My”

This invitation is extended to Puget 
Sound Region, Oregon, Rattlesnake  

and Wasatch (Utah) chapters. 
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alMosT FoRTy CluB MeMBeRs and 
their guests gathered for a special wine 
tasting event at R E Welch Gallery 
(www.rewelch.com) located at 1214  
First Avenue in Seattle on Saturday, 
January 8, 2011.
 We tasted several wines from Argen-
tina’s Mendoza wine region imported by 
Mistica Wines (www.misticawines.com). 
The fine wines were complemented by 
delicious hors d’oeuvres/cocktail party 
bites, prepared by our sommelier,  
D. Maria Halstead, who was assisted by 
Lucetta Lightfoot and Duane Montagne.  
Among the wines were a Malbec 
(VinEcol Malbec ’09) made with organic 
grapes, a Malbec blend, and Coiron 
Torrontés ’09 a white wine by Palo Alto 
Winery. Each wine was unique with 
complex flavors and wonderful bouquet. 
Many were taking advantage of the 
opportunity to purchase bottles, to take 
home for enjoyment at a later date.
 The Welch Gallery held many fine 
eclectic and colorful paintings and  

Wines from Argentina—A Tasting in Seattle
sculptures. Many of the paintings  
depicted beautiful scenes in rural Italy.  
 We had a very enjoyable time brows-
ing the art in this attractive gallery while 
enjoying the wines. One couple liked 
viewing a painting so much they decided 
to take it home with them. 
 The city was alive with revelers this 
evening as it was playoff time for the 
Seahawks. We were able to view a few 
snippets of the game on a smartphone 
thanks to a free website that broadcasts 
sports events. Of course there was quite 
a cheer when the final score of the game 
was announced.
 Everyone had a very enjoyable,  
educational and interesting evening.  
If you missed this event, the gallery  
is definitely worth a look some time. 
 Thank you Richard Smith owner  
of R E Welch for opening your gallery  
just for Club members. And thank you 
D. Maria Halstead for sharing great 
wines with us.

Steve Plusch



Janet and Jessie Urias (sister and brother-in-law of Club members Patti and Jerry Warden) admiring a painting.

A table full of delicious appetizers were enjoyed by all. Jerry Warden and Lucetta Lightfoot share a laugh while Patti Warden 
looks on.

Photos by Duane Montagne.
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D. Maria Halstead and her assistant William Giesen.

Karen and Steve Plusch along with Joe Martinez and Sara 
Hanson view the game on a cell phone while enjoying a 
sample of wine.

Club President Michelle Miller compares tasting notes 
with Lucetta Lightfoot.

The wines sampled at the wine tasting.
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another emergency braking drill on a  
curve. Here you’ll learn why we say ABS  
really means “the Ability to Brake and 
Steer” at the same time. A variation on  
this theme is the collision avoidance drill  
where you’ll have to react to a signal, 
brake, and swerve to avoid a collision. 
 Another fun exercise is the skid pad. 
We get a water truck and wet down a 
big patch of the asphalt. Then you’ll get 
the chance to slide and spin your car all 
over the place. It’s fun because you can’t 
hit anything. You will learn what under-
steer and oversteer are. The next time 
it rains or snows, you’ll be much more 
comfortable in a low-traction situation.
 The final drill is a small autocross. 
This is a course made of cones. You’ll 
drive this as quickly as you can using all 
your newfound skills. It is a great chance 
to put together all you’ve learned.
 While all this applies to street driving, 
we are also teaching you advanced car 
control and vehicle dynamics. That is 
why attending a CCC is a prerequisite to  
attending a High Performance Driving  
School (HPDS), the second step in our 
track program. At the CCC we’ll even 
give you the opportunity to drive the 
Pacific Raceways full road racing course, 
at low speed. You’ll get a glimpse of step 

MOTOR SPORTS
The Time has finally come to crawl 
out from the depths of winter and the 
offseason. Track days are here again! Our 
chapter’s track season begins in April.
 For those of you who have never 
been to a track event, here is a primer: 
Our track program has two types of 
events. The first is the Car Control Clinic 
(CCC). This is something every driver 
should do whether they plan to come 
to the racetrack or not. The second is 
the High Performance Driving School 
(HPDS). This is not for everyone—only 
the hardcore enthusiasts.
 The CCC is held on a large piece of  
flat asphalt. Our talented instructors lead  
the students through a series of drill 
stations. These are cumulative. We start 
with a slalom—driving through a row 
of cones—alternately passing cones left 
and right. Then we put someone with 
a flag at the end of the row to signal to 
you, so you have to be watching them 
while navigating the course.
 We do a couple of braking exercises. 
One is a simulation of an emergency 
situation in a straight line. You get to 
use the ABS (anti-lock braking system), 
something most people have never 
done. You won’t believe how fast your 
BMW can stop. Then you’ll get to do 

Other Events Open to CCA Drivers

February  
26 Instructor Clinic at PR

April  
28 Driving School & Car Control Clinic at PR

June  
10 Driving School & Car Control Clinic at PR

August  
12 Driving School & Car Control Clinic at PR

September  
9  Driving School & Car Control Clinic at PR

Other Events open to CCA Drivers

February
12  PCA skills day at Bremerton

March
5  ALFA School at Bremerton

19  PCA Skills Day at Bremerton

20  ALFA School at Bremerton

20  BMW CCBC Skills Day  
  at Pitt Meadows

April
10  BMW CCBC Car Control Clinic  
  at Pitt Meadows

14  ALFA Lapping Day at Bremerton

16  PCA Skills Day at Bremerton

21  PCA School at Pacific Raceways

25  BMW ACA School at Portland

May
15  BMW CCBC Skills Day at Pitt Meadows

19  PCA School at Pacific Raceways

23  BMW ACA School at Portland

27  ALFA Lapping Day at Bremerton

28  PCA Women’s Skills Day at Bremerton

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire, Scott Adare

 www.iebmw.org, sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland, Greg Meythaler 
www.bmwacaportland.com 
greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC, Rolf Drommer 
www.bmwccbc.org, schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club, Dave Ely 
www.bscc.net, de2mr2@msn.com

NW ALFA Club, Herb Sanborn 
www.nwalfaclub.com, blue74gtv@earthlink.net

Porsche Club, Tom Pritchard 
www.pnwr.org, DriverEd@pnwr.org

Corvette Club, Rick Milsow 
www.corvettemarqueclub.com  
rick.mi@verizon.net

2011 Driving Events  
Calendar
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two and see whether you want to pursue 
this sport to the next level.
 The High Performance Driving School  
takes place on the road racing course. 
We start with your instructor taking  
you for a low-speed tour of the track 
to show you the way around. Then you 
drive the course under the guidance of 
the instructor. Gradually, you’ll be able 
to increase your speed as you become 
more skilled. You will always have an 
instructor in the right seat. It isn’t racing, 
but it is on a race track and it is high 
speed. Or it will be after you build up 
your skill level. It is a thrill that few 
people are lucky enough to experience. 
 During 2011, the Chapter has four 
track days. At each track day, there will 
be a CCC and a HPDS occurring simul-
taneously. The CCC happens on the 
paved pad and the HPDS happens on 
the racetrack. Our four track days are:
 April 28 Thursday
 June 10 Friday
 August 12 Friday
 September 9 Friday 

Registration for events is only online at 
www.MotorsportsReg.com. You need to 
set up an account with MotorsportsReg.  
When you register, make sure it is for 
the right event because on each of the 
four dates there will be both a CCC and 
HPDS at Pacific Raceways. 

 To participate, you must be at least 16 
years old (If less than 18 years old you 
will need a parent to sign the waiver. Find 
waiver forms under Driving Schools at 
www.bmwccapugetsound.com.), a Club 
member or a member of another club 
with reciprocal rights. For the CCC, you 
will not need a helmet and convertibles 
are welcome. For the HPDS, you will 
need a helmet (we have some loaners) 
which is Snell 2000 or 2005 rated and you  
must be 18 years old with a valid driver’s  
license. Convertibles are not permitted 
at HPDS and you will be required to 
have your car inspected. Starting this 
year only one car tech inspection will be 
required for the season. Your car must 
be teched by a qualified ASE certified 
mechanic. See the BMW Puget Sound 
Region chapter web site under Driving 
schools for the list of mechanics qualified  
to tech your car and the form.
 The cost of the weekday CCCs are 
$95 per person. The Thursday and Friday  
HPDS are $195 each and lunch will be 
provided by the Club.  Also, check and 
see that everything is out of the car, 
bring water, a full tank of gas and dress 
for the weather.  
 See you at the track. Sign up early 
and mark your calendars for track days.

Rick Gulstrom
Driving Events Coordinator

rick@gmsarch.com
425-644-1446
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PRO3 Franchise, anyone?

i’ve been reading an interesting book, 
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell. 
It’s billed as a business/marketing tool 
as the author attempts to explain phe-
nomena where something like a certain 
pair of shoes becomes the ‘thing’ to own. 
And before you know it, everyone has 
a pair! Facebook and social networking 
in general would be a good example of 
something current having reached a tip-
ping point where it went from relative 
obscurity to what it is today.

that overriding philosophy, PRO3 has 
continued to increase its numbers in the 
double-digit percentages year after year. 
At present, there are a reported twelve 
additional cars under production in this 
area. If that’s truly the case, that repre-
sents an additional 25% growth in car 
counts. And it’s not just here in Seattle; 
it’s in Oregon, Spokane, and Canada as 
well. I will bet that our friends north of 
the border will produce at least half of 
those new cars in the next two years. 
 Among all those new cars being 
built, and professional drivers being 
introduced to the class (James Gue and 
James Clay, as just two examples) it is 
inevitable that word will spread that  
much further—and that much faster—
about PRO3. Not everyone will see 
it the same way we do, of course, but 
consider this scenario: random Driver 
X happens to be in Seattle on unrelated 
business and takes the opportunity to  
visit TC Motorsports, as he heard about 
them when attending a Grand-AM 
event and became interested in PRO3 
as a result. He then flies home and 
attends his local chapter of race sanc-
tioning body general meeting. Ideas 
are sought to help generate additional 
car entries at events. He pipes up and 
proposes following the PRO3 model. 
Chances are good that someone else 
in that meeting had also heard about 
PRO3 and maybe even received the cal-
endar. Before you know it, we’re getting 
a phone call inviting PRO3 to a far-off 
track for some additional racing fun.
 It’s not as crazy or as far-fetched 
as you may think. Something like this 
happens several times each race season; 
that’s how we ended up at the NASCAR  
Bi-Mart 125 in Portland in 2010 and in 
Edmonton the year before that. Word 
spreads, and our word is spreading fast.
 What does that do for us? Well, in 
the short term, maybe not much more 
than increased opportunities to race at 
new venues with new people. In the long 
term, it helps put PRO3 on the world 

racing map and along the way, we take 
BMW CCA and ICSCC with us. That 
elevates everything we do here locally 
to a larger national stage, and makes 
PRO3 more valuable to its sponsors.
 In this space last year, I wrote about 
the various ways that PRO3 has acted as 
stepping stones for local drivers to enter 
the professional racing ranks. That con-
tinues to this day. Dan Rogers (Tic-Tac 
car #102) had the opportunity to race in 
the Continental Tire Sports Car Chal-
lenge in Daytona driving for Compass 
360 Motorsports. As I understand it, he 
may have the opportunity to join the 
team for more races this season. This is 
yet one more way that word is spreading 
about PRO3. 
 Are we at our tipping point? Are we 
about to hit the big-time in US sports 
car racing and become a common race 
car name? I think we are. It may not be 
as big as Beanie Babies, but that’s only 
because we don’t fit in a Happy Meal!
 On a related note, special thanks to 
one of our newest drivers, James Col-
burn, who organized the PRO3 ranks 
on short notice (three days roughly) and 
generated over $5,000 in donations for 
Team Seattle. That amount triggered 
a private donor who agreed to match 
for another $5,000. The total donated 
exceeded $13,000. 

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com  

The PRO3 Line

That elevates everything we  
do here locally to a larger  
national stage, and makes 
PRO3 more valuable to its 
sponsors.

It feels like PRO3 could be 
building to its tipping point.

 It feels like PRO3 could be building 
to its tipping point. We have created a 
movement within ICSCC racing that 
is now recognized in other sanctioning 
bodies, and it is more than just NASA 
or SCCA, but now in Grand AM and 
NASCAR. Will PRO3 be the next Face-
book? Not likely. Will every teenager 
just HAVE to have it? Don’t count on 
it. But in our world of amateur racing, 
PRO3 has the potential for taking off 
in other sanctioning bodies. It would 
not surprise me in the least if NASA’s 
SpecE30 class were to alter its rules to 
fall more in line with PRO3 in an effort 
to attract a greater audience and take 
advantage of the name PRO3. “Not go-
ing to happen,” you say? Maybe not this 
season or even the next, but truthfully, 
if PRO3 continues to grow at its present 
rate, and our national exposure expands 
as it has been, I think there is a real pos-
sibility that we will be approached by 
another sanctioning body to help start 
up a PRO3 franchise of sorts. 
 Think about it: one of the strengths 
of PRO3 has been its accessibility to the 
average club racer who would like to go 
fast and have fun, right? In keeping with 
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someTimes iT feels really good 
to save a tired but otherwise nice car 
from an early death. Larry has a 1980 
E12 528i that was really nice except for 
a motor that had seen better days. He 
posted his plight on the Club Bulletin 
Board and told of his desire to save it. I 
talked to him about swapping in another 
motor. He was delighted with the idea 
he could save his car for a lot less than 
some of the shops were quoting him. 
We found a nice 633 CSI 3.3-liter motor 
in Kirkland and I proceeded to pull out 
the worn-out 2.8 and swap in the 3.3. 
Since the two engines were of similar 
generations, it was a pretty straightfor-
ward replacement.
 The completed setup works really well.  
The added power and torque of the 3.3  
engine works really well with the original  
automatic transmission. We were happy 
with the condition of the used motor; it 
had recent headwork done before the 
donor car was hit and totaled. It was 
interesting to see how BMW enlarged 
the basic 2002 suspension and used it for 
the E12. The car’s beautiful red leather 
interior feels nice while cruising with 
that big M30 six-cylinder power. It was 
a pleasant undertaking to see the good 
results and have another nice BMW 
saved from the crusher.

 It seems like engine swaps were the 
order of business for January. I swapped 
out a stock M42 in Tacoma for one that 
came out of a Kevin Doyle’s track car 
after it was totaled. The new M42 has 
S14 cams and a lightweight flywheel. A 
leaky steering rack was replaced with an 
E36 rack. With the engine out, the steer-
ing rack swap was pretty easy. The 318is 
and the E36 both come with airbags, 
so the swap is really easy, especially 
with no motor in the way. Now that it’s 
together, the car sure turns with less 
steering input. Tim is going to be even 
happier once we finish the other little 
things he wants done.
 It seems like since I started working 
on cars for a living that my own cars are 
the last to get any attention. I still need 
to do the cam belt on the 1986 325is and 
the kit’s been in the garage for months. 
My beloved 2002ti has been showing 
some steamy smoke as of late. The mys-
terious water disappearance that went 
along with this leads me to think that 
the head gasket is beginning to leak. 
My son Sean and I have taken the head 
off to see what I can find. There was no 
really obvious leak but cylinder number 
three was steam cleaned. I am going to 
replace the gasket and see how it goes. I 
am pleased that after over all the miles 
and years the valve train is still pretty 

clean and shows no signs of wear. The 
polished rockers wipe clean with a rag 
and there is no sludge to be seen. The 
cylinder bores are smooth with no ridge 
at all. I have high hopes that a new head 
gasket is all it is going to need. It bet-
ter be as right now spending time and 
money on motor issues isn’t in the plans. 
It was a little hard to partially tear the 
motor apart. I spent so much time on 
this motor when I built it so long ago. 
It has all the tricks that I have learned 
from a variety of M10 motor guys. The 
pan is baffled and has a windage tray. 
The oiling system is blueprinted and the 
valve train is made with contoured and 
polished rockers. It has so many little 
tricks that should make it last longer 
and make better power that I don’t want 
to redo them now. It is so simple on the 
older motors to pull the head. The head 
and manifolds are smaller and lighter 
than the six cylinder plus I can lift it all 
off with the Webers still attached. 
 It’s going back together nicely and 
should make it to an upcoming meet 
with the other 2002s. As long as I can  
resist the need to redo the detailing 
on the motor before putting it back 
together, it should be only one more day 
before I can fire up the best M10 motor 
I ever built and one of the best in the 
Northwest.

Greg Mierz

edited	by	Greg	Mierz
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WINE, WHEAT, WIND—AND BLUEBIRDS
This installment of “The Blue 
Roads—The Roads Less Traveled” 
comes to you from Eastern Warsh-
ington (sic) where I am working at 
a long term project. For those of you 
who have traveled over here, you 
know there are many roads that take 
you through farm and ranch country 
where you probably won’t see anoth-
er vehicle for miles. You’ll see more 
cattle and windmills than people! 
 Some of the roads are narrow and 
twisty and an absolute ball to drive, 
such as out on the Palouse around 
Colfax or Walla Walla. I’ve covered 
a few of those in past articles. Oth-
ers are long and straight—with a 
few notable exceptions. These roads 
are located south of the Tri-Cities-
Prosser-Mabton area and are the 
focus of this article.

The Horse Heaven
This area is in the plateau south the 
Horse Heaven Hills of Benton County. 
Before the settlers arrived here, herds 
of wild horses roamed free in the bare 
hills covered with sagebrush, bunchgrass 
and rabbit brush. The topography on 
the plateau between the Columbia and 
the Horse Heaven Hills is largely flat 
with undulations for the dry creeks. The 
roads here travel through uncultivated 
ranch land, vineyards to the south, and 
wheat fields to the north. Winter wheat 
is grown here. In the middle of summer  
the golden waves of grain, heads heavy 
with ripening kernels, wave back and 
forth in a lazy dance in the summer 

breeze. Against the clear blue summer 
sky it is really an amazing sight, as it 
goes on forever! The ranches are large 
and expansive covering on average, 
around 3,000 or more acres. Only a 
few grain elevators and farm buildings 
dot the wide horizon. Nearly all of the 
wheat produced here is exported. The 
roads here are flat, long, and smooth. 
 Wonderful roads and big views are 
not the only attraction in the area. There 
are many fine wineries and vineyards 
here. When Lewis and Clark came down 
the Columbia in the fall of 1804, they 
noted a long ridge on the north side 
of the Columbia opposite of today’s 
Boardman, Oregon. They described it 
as looking similar to an upturned canoe, 
and called it “Canoe Ridge.” Today fine 
wine grapes are grown on Canoe Ridge 
by Chateau Ste Michelle’s Canoe Ridge 
Winery and by Canoe Ridge Vineyards. 
Alexandria Nicole’s Vineyard is just to 
the west of here on Destiny Ridge. The 
wineries on Canoe Ridge and Destiny 
Ridge are part of the Horse Heaven 

The Blue Roads, Part 4

In the middle of summer the  
golden waves of grain, heads 
heavy with ripening kernels, 
wave back and forth in a lazy 
dance in the summer breeze. 
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Appellation which stretches from here 
east to I-82. This area has developed 
into one of the finest wine grape grow-
ing regions in the state. Just look at it in 
Google Maps/Earth Satellite view. Miles 
of irrigated fields, mostly grapes, stretch 
in an amazing “fertile crescent” from  
I-82 to Crow Butte. Thousands of acres 
of high quality grapes (and other irrigat-
ed crops) are grown here. Abundant irri-
gation water from the Columbia River, 
rich soil, hot summer days, cool evenings 
and near continuous winds make excel-
lent grapes. The area is known for its Big 
Reds. Wines made from grapes grown in 
this area go for a premium, and they are 
worth it. 

As you go over a rise outside of 
 Plymouth a valley opens before you 
and you can “See for Miles and Miles 
and Miles and Miles and Miles . . .” 
 including the flat, open and empty road 
in front of you! Tempting? You bet!
 Another tempting road is SR221 
which I have talked about in a previ-
ous article. But SR221 is more heavily 
traveled and patrolled. Plymouth road 
is lightly traveled, although you do 
have to be careful of farm vehicles and 
equipment on the road. These are active 
farming lands.

The Mercer Ranch
Plymouth road turns west in a fast, 
sweeping left-hand turn where it be-
comes Sellards Road. Sellards Road is 
also straight and traverses flat wheat 
ranches on the plateau south of Prosser, 
Grandview and Benton City. For 
twenty-three miles! STRAIGHT! Wow! 
WHAT A ROAD! You will have to stop 
where it crosses SR221, and then on  
to the vineyards. Sellards road eventu-
ally turns south, in another left-hand  
sweeper, where it becomes McKinley 
Springs Road, then a right hand turn 
where it becomes Smith Road. Turn  
left after 2.3 miles onto Alderdale 
Road. This takes you through McKinley 
Springs Vineyards and Winery, the  
famous Champoux Vineyards and the 
new Mercer Estates Vineyards. You’ll 
pass by blocks planted with cabernet 
sauvignon, cabernet franc, merlot, sryah, 
muscat and other varietals. All three 

“Mercer Meadows, at the Mercer  
Canyon Vineyard, overlooking Chateau 
Champoux.”

Chateau Champoux, home of 100-point 
wines.

operations are mainly contract growers  
that supply high-quality grapes for some 
of the most famous wineries in the state. 
The wines made from these grapes go 
for upwards of $100/bottle. Most of this 
area was the original Mercer Ranch, es-
tablished as a cattle and sheep ranching 
operation by the Mercer Family in the 
1880s. After the dams brought irrigation 
to the area in the 1960s, the Mercers  
first planted Cabernet grapes in 1972. 
Champoux’s tasting room is open only 
on special occasions by appointment, 
and Mercer’s tasting room is located in 
Prosser. McKinley Springs tasting room 
is at the Winery and is open on week-
ends. Anyone up for a quick drive and 
winery tour? Karl Agee

To be continued in the  
April 2011 Zündfolge issue. 

Wines made from grapes 
grown in this area go for  
a premium, and they are 
worth it. 

 From the Tri-Cities, find your way to 
US 395. Drive south to Interstate 82 and 
follow the signs to Umatilla, Oregon. 
You’ll drive up to the un-named Horse 
Heaven pass. The elevation changes 
from 600 ft at US 395 and 27th Street 
in Kennewick, to 1600 foot elevation 
at the top of the un-named pass on the 
freeway. On the left you will see the 
Nine Canyon Wind Farm on Jump-Off 
Joe Butte which was the first wind  
farm in the area. Exit the freeway at  
the Paterson/Vancouver/SR14 exit and  
turn right, and travel west less than 
1/2 mile to Plymouth Road. Turn right 
on Plymouth Road and travel north 
through the AgriNorthwest property. 
Plymouth Road is straight—and I do 
mean STRAIGHT—for twelve miles! 

Plymouth Road is straight—
and I do mean STRAIGHT—
for twelve miles! 
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2010 Financial  
Report
Our chapter is required to publish 
an annual financial report to remain  
in good standing with BMW CCA.  
The chapter is financially sound, but  
has experienced some losses in 2010. 
Formation of the Oregon chapter in 
February resulted in nearly700 members 
(and their dues) leaving our Club. Addi-
tional losses were attributed to reduced 
attendance at driving schools. All in all, 
the chapter has not been immune to the 
general economic malaise.
 If you have any questions about the 
financial statements or chapter finances 
in general, feel free to contact me or  
attend a Board meeting. 

David Lightfoot, Treasurer
 d.lightfoot@comcast.net

206-660-6190

Balance Sheet
At December 31, 2010

Assets
Cash accounts $ 59,145
Accounts receivable  4,415
Prepaids  17,517
Fixed Assets  4,181

Total Assets $ 85,258

Liabilities	and	Equity
Chapter Equity $ 85,258

Income Statement
For 2010

Revenue
Chapter dues $ 34,897
Zündfolge ads  44,495
Driving schools  52,102
Other events  16,318
Interest income  1,744
Merchandise sales  354

Total Revenue $ 149,910

Expenses
Driving schools  62,276
Zündfolge   61,399
Other events  26,412
Administration  14,122

Total Expense  $164,209

Net Loss - $ 14,299 
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March 1: April Issue
March 29: May Issue 
May 3: June Issue

Classified Advertising Policy: 

Classified ads are free to current mem-

bers. Zündfolge staff reserves the right 

to edit all classified ads. All ads must 

be typed and emailed to the Editor, 

Lucetta Lightfoot at lucettalightfoot@

msn.com or mailed to Zündfolge, c/o 

Lucetta Lightfoot, P.O.Box 99391, Seattle,  

WA 98139. All ads must be submitted 

for EACH publication.
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AM/FM in dash CD mounted Pioneer with  
CD changer in trunk with all JBL speakers. 
Perimeter alarm system. Includes all factory 
manuals. Engine bay very, very clean. Tool kit 
complete and unused. Passed all smog test in 
2007. Call Jerry at 253-848-2202 (Pacific Coast 
time) for full information and pictures or email 
J.D-Reichert633BMW@q.com for extensive 
description and discussion. Car located in 
Edgewood, Washington. Price $4,750.

1972	2000	tii	Touring: Lic# ORUNVS $ 28,888 
(Love & Kisses) Upgrades: USA ’73 tii 9.5:1 CR 
pistons, Overdrive 5-speed, Vented Brakes, 
OEM Green Springs & HD Bilsteins, Ampmeter 
& Oil Temp & Pressure Gauges, M-Sport 
Steering Wheel, ’73 style front bumper, E30 
Bottle-Cap Rims, Electronic Ignition, Halogen 
Headlamps, LSD available, second place at its 
last BMW car show. Will consider trades. 
Contact Dan Patzer at bmrfamly@frontier.com 
or 425 259-3601.

Parts For sale
E39	BMW	Car	Cover:	NOAH fabric, used for 
indoor storage a short time, like new condition. 
BMW Part Number 82 11 1 470 386. MSRP 
$207. $100. Call Peter at 425-271-7392 eves.

Exhaust: Stock Exhaust System for 2009 328i. 
Catalytic back. Used only 2,000 miles. Perfect 
condition. All reasonable offers considered. 
Contact Tim Nair at 425-891-8668 or send 
email to tim.nair@frontier.com. 

2007	5	Series	Wheels: five spoke 17 by 7.5 
wheels. No curb damage. $400 obo. Contact 
Peter at 425-890-0236 or pminch1@gmail.com.

Miscellaneous
Puget	Sound	Region	Club	Logo	Merchandise:  
Find the BMW CCA Puget Sound Region logo 
embroidered on clothing, bags, and sports gear 
at www.bmwpugetsound.webstore.us.com. 
There are also a limited amount of long sleeve 
and short sleeve white T-shirts and a handful of 
grey sweatshirts with the silk screened logo 
available through Lynne Eskil. Please contact 
Lynne at lynne.d.eskil@boeing.com for details 
and pricing information.

1988	M3: (Lachsilber/salmon silver) mostly 
restored including a 2.5 EVO spec motor 
recently rebuilt by Metric Mechanic (puts out 
255hp), rebuilt flywheel and a new clutch, 
stainless Supersprint exhaust all installed by 
Westwerks in Redmond, ASA wheels (BBS) 
style with newer Goodyears, new leather in 
driver's factory Recaro seat, Nakamichi sound. 
Chassis has 206k + miles and a clean Washing-
ton State title although Carfax shows previous 
damage from a left front hit which has been 
rebuilt. Car was featured in August 2006 Z_
ndfolge “Cobra in a barn article.” Over $20,000 
in receipts but I can no longer drive the car due 
to Parkinson’s Disease. See/Hear/Drive to 
appreciate. $16,000 to a club member. Contact 
Martin Hovenkotter at 425-301-4936 cell or 
email mhoven@comcast.net for pictures.

1987	325is: 227,000 miles, new timing belt, 14" 
BBS/Azenis RT615s, H&R/Eibach/poly bushings.  
Strut bars, short shifter, Sparco wheel, harnesses,  
chip, VDO guages, full synthetics, numerous 
more mods. Owned for eight years with records. 
Great weekend/track/autocross car! Asking 
$4,000. Photos at: http://www.frankenbenz.
com/325is_for_sale/. Contact the owner at 
kenmore_tsx@hotmail.com or 206-367-8972. 

1985	735i: “Mom's Bimmer” a rare 5-speed 
with a limited slip differential I just installed 
along with a new clutch, driveshaft, rear axles 
and rear subframe mounts. Recent motor work 
includes a valve & piston ring, & crankshaft 
bearing job. Upgrades include: Bilstein HD 
Struts, H1 & H4 headlamps with BMW Rims. 
$4,995. I will consider trades. Optional rims 
available. Contact Dan Patzer at 425-259-3601 
or bmrfamly@frontier.com. 

1983	633CSi: Five-speed manual with 126,000 
miles The car is near perfect; BMW Bronzit in 
color (no rust anywhere). All original beige 
interior leather in excellent condition. Even the 
cording has no wear spots or color deteriora-
tions. Original carpet is like new. No wear, stains 
or dirt spots. The paint is original with outstand-
ing gloss. Car always garaged and cared for 
with Griot’s products. Never had any body 
damage. I am second owner of ten years.  

BMWs For sale
2002	325xi	(E46): AWD Sedan in Steel Blue. 
$14,500 obo. 72,000 original miles. Clean title— 
no accidents. Clean car (no smoking or pets 
were allowed in the vehicle) clean condition, 
both exterior and interior and runs strong. 
Everything factory stock OEM—No modifica-
tions / never tracked. New Bridgestone Potenza 
G019 Grid M+S All Season Tires (August 2010). 
Latest service performed at BMW Seattle in 
October 2010. I have all four keys. Available  
with THULE 752 load bars (specifically designed 
and fitted for an E46 body) for $200 additional. 
Please email: larryjen@gmail.com or call or text 
646-875-8498. 

2001	740i: Sport/Dinan 7. Great condition 
inside and out. VIN WBAGG834X1DN85815. 
52,300 miles. Black on black. Second owner, all 
service records during second ownership, Sport 
package, most options, 18" M-parallels or 4 
Hamann 2-piece wheels (your choice), new 
tires, Dinan transmission chip, engine chip, 
exhaust system, cold air intake, and throttle. 
$18,000 obo. For more information and photos 
call Dennis 360-561-2376.

2002	M	Roadster: VIN 5UMCL93402LJ82206 
Titanium Silver Metallic, Black Nappa Leather 
with 9,800 MILES, five-speed manual, absolute 
original showroom condition, a meticulously 
maintained time-capsule, with all service 
records from day one, original non-smoking 
owner. This is the last of the best. Finest 
collector-quality vehicle ... no disappointments 
here. Asking Price $32,900 Contact Larry at 
home 425-454-3076 or cell 206-947-0963.
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