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•	 All	contributions	and	correspondance	with	the	Zündfolge	staff	need	to	be	sent	to	Lucetta	Lightfoot,	
	 the	Zündfolge	editor,	at	lucettalightfoot@msn.com.	Submit	all	photos	as	350dpi	tifs	at	100%	size.	

Submit	text	display	ads	as	800dpi	tifs.	Items	submitted	for	publication	will	not	be	returned.
•	 Contact	Jim	Millet	at	jimngloriamillet@comcast.net	for	information	about	display	ads.	
•	 Send	all	address	change	notices	to	bmwcclub@aol.com.
•	 The	Zündfolge	staff	is	always	looking	for	volunteers.	If	you	want	to	help	contact	the	editor.FR
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January 28 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m. All 
members are welcome to attend. Contact Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

February 2 
Deadline for the March Zündfolge issue: 
submissions must be received by this date. Send  
to Zündfolge Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

February 6 
Annual Banquet and Auction: Feb 6, 2010.  
Details are in the January 2010 Zündfolge issue.  
Questions can be directed to de-Anna Martin at 
206-274-5274 or demartin@pc-resource.com. 

February 25 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m. All 
members are welcome to attend. Contact Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

March 2 
Deadline for the April Zündfolge issue: all 
submissions must be received by this date. Send  
to Zündfolge Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

March 20 
All Member’s Meeting & Movie: at Admiral 
Theater, 2343 California Avenue SW, Seattle. 
More information in the March Zündfolge. Event 
contact is Stephen Hughes-Jelen. Call him at 
206-280-5193 or email blacke30m3@gmail.com.

March 21 
Haury’s Consumer rights/Collision Tech 
Session: 10 am to Noon at Haury’s Collision, 
11514 Lake City Way NE. To RSVP or to ask 
questions call Jeff at 206-365-1565 or email 
jeff@hauryscollision.com.

March 25 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m. All 
members are welcome to attend. Contact Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

July 25 
Concours d’Elegance: More information  
coming soon.
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lished monthly (except December) by 
the BMW CCA Puget Sound Region. 
Office of Publication: 5135 Ballard 
Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98107. Sub-
scriptions are $10 annually (available 
only as part of the $40 membership 
fee). Periodicals postage paid at 
Seattle, WA.	Postmaster, send ad-
dress changes to:

Zündfolge
PO Box 1259
Bellevue, WA 98009

Boilerplate
This magazine is the monthly 
publication of the BMW CCA, Puget 
Sound Region, and remains its 
property. All information furnished 
herein is provided by the member-
ship for members only. Ideas, 
suggestions and opinions, technical 
or otherwise, are those of the authors, 
without authentication by or liability to 
the editors or the Club.

Patronize Our Advertisers!
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ON	THE	COVER
This month’s 
cover shows Club 
members Russ 
and Janis Lewis’s 
1996 Z3. To read 
more about their 
BMW, turn to page 
eight. Because of 
the light submis-
sions of upcoming 
Club events it 

became the feature this month. If you would like to 
share your BMW story contact Club member Dave 
Cook who places fellow members BMW stories in his 
monthly column LIV2DRV. Dave may be contacted at 
Davecook@liv2drv.net.

Photo by Russ Lewis.

Consumer Rights and Collision/Body Repair Seminar

FEBRUARY 2010

BMW CluB MeMBers Jeff Butler and 
Zac Underwood, owners of Haury’s 
Lake City Collision, are hosting a col-
lision repair and auto insurance tech 
session. Haury’s Lake City Collision is 
a BMW enthusiast owned and operated 
repair facility, working directly for the 
consumer’s best interest.
 Attend the event and win a free day 
in “The Ultimate Loaner Car” our 2008 
BMW M3 sedan. Door prize drawing 
for the M3 as well as accident kits for  
all attendees.
 Welcome are BMW owners and 
enthusiasts that want to protect them-
selves when involved in an accident as 
well as receive the high quality repairs 
they expect for their vehicle regardless 
of what an insurance company says.
 The program kicks off at 10 a.m. with 
a tour of their modern state-of-the-art 
collision repair facility. See the latest 
technology in collision repair and refin-
ishing equipment. Topics will include; 
OEM certified refinish technology and 
a demonstration of the Celette frame 
repair jig system.  

 Circle Sunday, March 21, on your cal-
endar and join us at Haury’s Lake City 
Collision, 11514 Lake City Way, from 
10 a.m. to noon. Coffee and snacks will 
be served so arrive early. Find out more 
about Haury’s at www.hauryscollision.com.  
RSVP to jeff@hauryscollision.com or 
206-365-1565.

March 21

 Following the tour will be the con-
sumer rights presentation by Jeff Butler, 
President of Haury’s Lake City Collision;  
he will share his knowledge and expertise  
dealing with insurance companies and his  
passion for consumer rights, along with  
guest speaker Attorney Rich Milham. 
Rich is an accident/injury attorney with 
twenty-five years of experience who 
serves on the BMW CCA PSR Board of 
Directors as Risk Management for the 
Club. Topics covered will include:
• Consumer rights and state law, what 

insurers won’t tell you.
• Insurance policy language you need to  

know about. All policies aren’t the same.
• Your rights (or lack there of) with 

another parties insurance company.
• How to protect yourself from fraud at 

the scene of an accident.
• Learn how to dispute a claim with 

your insurer if you don’t agree.
• Tips on purchasing insurance, which 

companies are good and which ones 
you may want to avoid.

• What is diminished value? How and 
when you can make a claim for it.
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Another rAiny Winter dAy finds 
your intrepid Tour Coordinator dream-
ing of endless curvy roads on endless 
sunny days. An atlas spread out under 
my laptop, multiple windows open to 
google maps, Motorcycle Roads NW, 
WSDOT, tide charts and an astrologi-
cal calendar, thus begins the planning 
process for 2010 Tours. 
 No matter where we chose to go, or 
what the weather or scenery provides, 
the best part of tours is meeting like 
minded BMW enthusiasts of all kinds. 
Taking a break alongside a beautiful 
river, or just a freeway rest stop, you’ll 
find someone to talk with that shares 
your love of fine German engineering. 
Most tours involve good food of some 
sort, from Krispy Kreme’s at the morn-
ing drivers meeting, to picnic lunches on 
ocean beaches, to fine restaurants over-
looking the beautiful North Cascades.
 The typical Club Tour will see 20-40 
BMWs, from Bavaria’s to 7 Series, daily 
drivers, garage queens, and everything 

Tours 2010
in between. Drivers will either be solo, 
or have the whole family along. Some 
tours will be shorter, local events, ending 
around noon at a local restaurant where 
we can meet for lunch. Some will be 
longer, all day events, and at we usu-
ally try to have at least one overnighter. 
Mileages range from 100-450.
 All tours are driven on public roads, 
minding local traffic laws. We focus on 
safety, but always make an effort to 
find little-known twisty roads that are 
enjoyable at any speed. Your first time 
being part of a long line of shiny Bim-
mers will not be forgotten. While we 
highly encourage participation in our 
High Performance Driving Schools, no 
special skills or equipment are needed 
to participate in a tour. Look for details 
on upcoming Tours in the Zündfolge, 
and check for updates on the Message 
Board in the Club Events section at 
bmwpugetsound.com. Hope to see you 
on a Club Tour soon!

Scott Hieronymus
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MOTOR SPORTS
Well the tiMe hAs finAlly CoMe 
to crawl out from the depths of winter 
and the offseason. Track Days are here 
again! Yes, our chapter’s track season 
begins in April.
 For those who do not know me, my 
name is Rick Gulstrom and I am taking 
over as Track Event Coordinator from 
David Lightfoot. David has done an 
excellent job these last two years and 
my goal is to continue the same level of 
excellence that he provided for the Club.
 A little history on myself: I have been 
a Club member for ten years and board 
member for nine years. I started out as 
Membership Coordinator, then Presi-
dent and Vice President. I have been a 
judge for the Concours for five years 
and last year the head judge.
 This year I will be launching (with 
Jim Millet’s help) the June event at the 
XXX Root Beer restaurant in Issaquah. 
The new event will be called BMWs and 
Burgers Show and Shine. 
 My racing experiences started back 
in the 70s. From 2001–2004, I crewed for 
Kahn Team Racing and helped with the 
Club’s track events for those four years. 
At the same time I started instructing 
driving schools for the Club. The last 
three years I’ve had a great time in the 
International Conference of Sport Car 
Club racing and PRO3 racing.

 On February 27 we have our annual  
Instructor’s Clinic, hosted by the Porsche  
club this year. We share instructors and 
alternate hosting this event.
 For those of you who have never 
been to a track event, here is a primer: 
Our track program has two types of 
events. The first is the Car Control Clinic 
(CCC). This is something every driver 
should do whether they plan to come 
to the racetrack or not. The second is 
the High Performance Driving School 
(HPDS). This is not for everyone; only 
the hardcore enthusiasts.
 The CCC is held on a large piece 
of flat asphalt. Our extremely talented 
instructors lead the students through 
a series of drill stations. These are 
cumulative. We start with a slalom, 
which is driving through a row of cones, 
alternately passing cones on the left 
and right. Sounds easy but then we put 
someone with a flag at the end of the row  
to signal to you, so you have to be watch- 
ing them while you slalom the cones.
 We do a couple of braking exercises. 
One is a simulation of an emergency 
situation in a straight line. You get to use 
the ABS (Anti-lock Braking System), 
something most people have never done. 
You won’t believe how fast your BMW 
can stop. Then you’ll get to do another 
emergency braking drill on a curve. 
Here you’ll learn why we say ABS really 

means “the Ability to Brake and Steer.” 
At the same time. Yep, full-on emer-
gency braking while steering around a 
curve. A variation on this theme is the 
collision avoidance drill where you’ll 
have to react to a signal, brake and 
swerve to avoid a collision. 
 Another fun exercise is the skid pad. 
We get a water truck and wet down a 
big patch of the asphalt. Then you’ll get 
the chance to slide and spin your car all 
over the place. It’s fun because you can’t 
hit anything. You will learn what under 
steer and over steer are. The next time 
it rains or snows, you’ll be much more 
comfortable in a low-traction situation.
 The final drill is a small autocross. 
This is a course made of cones. You’ll 
drive this as quickly as you can using all 
your newfound skills. It is a great chance 
to put it all together. 
 While all this has great street driv-
ing applicability, we are also teaching 
you advanced car control and vehicle 
dynamics. That is why attending a CCC 
is a prerequisite to attending a High 
Performance Driving School (HPDS), 
the second step in our chapter track 
program. At the CCC we’ll even give 
you the opportunity to drive the Pacific 
Raceways full road racing course, at low 
speed. You’ll get a glimpse of step two 
and see whether you want to pursue this 
sport to the next level.
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www.bmwpugetsound.com

2010 Driving Events 

Calendar
BMW CCA PSR Events

April
16	 Driving	School	&	Car	Control	Clinic	at	PR

May
27	 Driving	School	&	Car	Control	Clinic	at	PR

June
24	 Driving	School	&	Car	Control	Clinic	at	PR

August
12	 Driving	School	&	Car	Control	Clinic	at	PR

September
16	 Driving	School	&	Car	Control	Clinic	at	PR

Other Events Open to CCA Drivers

February
13	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton
27	 Instructor	Clinic	at	Bremerton	hosted		
	 by	PCA

March
6	 ALFA	School	at	Bremerton
13	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways
21	 ALFA	School	at	Bremerton

April
17	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton
22	 ALFA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways
29	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways

May
21	 ALFA	Lapping	Day	at	Bremerton
29	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire
	 www.iebmw.org
	 Scott	Adare
	 sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland
	 www.bmwacaportland.com
	 Greg	Meythaler	
	 greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC
	 www.bmwccbc.org
	 Rolf	Drommer
	 schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club
	 www.bscc.net	

Dave	Ely
	 de2mr2@msn.com

NW Alfa Club
	 www.nwalfaclub.com
	 Herb	Sanborn
	 blue��gtv@earthlink.net

Porsche Club
	 www.pnwr.org
	 Tom	Pritchard
	 DriverEd@pnwr.org

Corvette Club 
	 www.corvettemarqueclub.com	
	 Rick	Milsow
	 rick.mi@verizon.net

 The High Performance Driving 
School takes place on the road racing 
course. We start with your instructor 
taking you for a low speed tour of the 
track to show you the way around. Then 
you’ll get to drive the course under the 
guidance of an experienced instructor. 
Gradually, you’ll be able to increase 
your speed as you become more skilled. 
You will always have an instructor in  
the right seat. It isn’t racing, but it is 
on a race track and it is high speed. Or 
it will be after you build up your skill 
level. It is a thrill that few people are 
lucky enough to experience. 
 During 2010, the chapter has five 
track days. At each track day, there will 
be a CCC and a HPDS occurring simul- 
taneously. The CCC happens on the 
paved pad and the HPDS happens on 
the racetrack. Our five track days are:
 Friday, April 16
 Thursday, May 27
 Thursday, June 24
 Thursday, August 12
  Thursday, September 16 

 Registration is only online at  
www.MotorsportsReg.com. Set up an 
account with MotorsportsReg. When 
you register, make sure it is for the right 

event because on each of the five dates 
there will be both a CCC and HPDS at 
Pacific Raceways listed. 
 To participate in the CCC you must 
have a valid license, and be a Club  
member or a member of another club 
we extend reciprocal rights to. For  
the CCC, you will not need a helmet,  
no tech inspection required and con-
vertibles are welcome. For the HPDS, 
you will need a helmet (we have some  
loaners) which is Snell 2000 or 2005 
rated and you must be 18 years old  
with a valid license. Convertibles are  
not permitted at HPDS and you will  
be required to have your car tech  
inspected. Starting this year your car 
tech inspection will be good for sixty 
days, twice as long as last year.
 The cost of the weekday CCCs are 
$125 per person. The Thursday and 
Friday’s HPDS are $235. 
 Once you register for any of these 
events, you will receive a full informa-
tion package including directions to the 
track, what to bring, what time to be 
there, etc.
 See you at the track,

Rick Gulstrom
Driving Events Coordinator

Rick@GMSARCH.com
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My wife Janis and I just recently joined 
the BMW CCA and have been very 
warmly greeted by all of the members 
we have met. We would like to share our 
story behind our beautiful one of a kind 
1996 BMW Z3 1.9 Super Shark Roadster.

A Dream Come true
Janis came to me one day in May of 
2000 and out of the blue said, “You need 
to buy yourself a new car. “WHAT?” I 
said. “Yes she said, you have been driv-
ing thirty year old cars for over thirty 
years and its time that you had a new 
car to drive. The kids have grown up and 
moved out, the house is paid off, you 
have sacrificed long enough.” I said to 
her “really? . . . a car just for me? . . . no 
one else? Hmm” . . . So the story begins.

 She called me at work and told me 
not to plan anything for that night 
because she wanted to show me some-
thing. When I got home we piled into 
her car and she drove me to Sound Ford 
in Snohomish. There in the show room 
was the car of my life-long dreams …  
a 1965 427 Shelby Cobra (replica). I  
was flabbergasted. I was speechless. I 
walked over to this most beautiful piece 
of machinery and just gazed at it with 
my mouth in a frozen smile. This was  
the car I have wanted as far back as I 
could remember.

A Dream Dashed
The salesman asked me if I wanted to sit 
in it? “What?” I said, in a bit of a daze. 
Oh sure, sure I would love to. I asked 
him how do you get into the car? On 
this particular one the doors were not 
functional. Following his directions, I 
hiked a leg over the pseudo door and 
with help of the seat top and the wind-
shield frame was able to position myself 
over the seat and with much adjusting, 
lower myself down into the drivers seat. 
The first thing I noticed was the steer-
ing wheel was rubbing the tops of my 

legs. The second thing was that my feet 
were fighting each other for space at the 
pedals and both angled off to the left to 
make room for the transmission tunnel. 
Finally, to top the experience off … with 
five salespeople sitting at desks directly 
in front me waiting to complete the sale 
… I asked Janis if she noticed anything 
strange? She said to me you’re sitting 
too high; sit lower. I reassured her that 
the seat was flat on the floor boards and 
I was all the way down. She had noticed 
that I was looking over the windshield. 
That’s right-the top of the windshield 
of my dream car was below my nose. 
I told her that I could always modify 
the windshield and make it taller. She 

I hiked a leg over the pseudo 
door and with help of the 
seat top and the windshield 
frame was able to position 
myself over the seat and with 
much adjusting, lower myself 
down into the drivers seat.
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immediately stopped me. “You are not 
to modify the windshield on a $65,000 
car.” After I carefully removed myself 
from the cramped quarters of this racing 
machine, we thanked the sales guys and 
left. My dreams were a bit dashed, but I 
would find out later it was meant to be.

A New Dream Found
The following weekend, our son in law 
told us of a very nice 1996 BMW Z3 
Roadster silver on black his friend’s 
boss had for sale. So we made arrange-
ments to see the car. The seller shared 
that the reason his wife was selling the 
car was because she bought a brand 
new 2000 M Roadster and needed to 
make room for it. As we drove into the 
driveway, there sat the ’96 Z3 ready and 
waiting for us, with the new M Roadster 
behind it top down and looking good.
 The first thing we had to do was 
check the cockpit head room. Sliding 
into the driver’s seat with very little 
effort, I checked the head clearance and 
found plenty of room. It passed! We 
were really excited because up to this 
point we had checked out a Honda 2000 
S, a Miata, and of course the Cobra, and 
found them all to lack sufficient head 
room. The next thing we noticed was the 
mileage on the car was only 6,005. It’s 
barely broke in. When I checked inside, 
outside, and under the car, I could not 
find any dirt. The seller told us that in 
four years, she had never driven it in the 
rain nor did the previous owner. Wow 

we thought, what a find, four-year old 
car with only 6,000 miles on it and never 
been driven in the rain. It was literally a 
brand new car!
 We took it for test drive, two blocks 
from the house on a back road. We
were sold, but I asked Janny to hold on, 
because I wanted to step it up a little to
see how it responds. Well this is when I 
blurted out my most favorite saying
“GZ PZ LWZ!” Hence our personalized 
license plate.
 After enjoying the best car we have 
ever owned for about six years, we  
decided to personalize it. After a lot  
of research and design decisions, we 
agreed that it needed more power. A 
super charger would be the biggest bang 
for the buck, so we added a Downing 
Atlanta Eaton 52 Super Charger good 
for 100hp. We then opened the air  
intake by replacing the incoming air 
inlet with a 4" diameter hose. Replacing 
the stock air filter with a high speed  
filter was good for another 10 to 15 
more horse power.
 In the future, the 4" hose will connect  
directly to a Roush High Speed Air 
Intake mounted nicely on the hood.
 The stainless steel roll hoops were 
next, followed by the Boxster style fiber 
glass boot cover. Another nice touch 
was the stone guards just in front of the 
rear wheel openings, the chrome door 
handle covers and of course the chrome 
“SUPERCHARGED” logo just over 
the shark gills. Subtle but effective.

 HMS Sport springs and sway bars 
lowered and stiffened this pleasure rider 
into a bit more of an aggressor. The 
wheels took some thought as well. We 
wanted to replace the hard edge Miata-
style spokes with something softer, 
something that blended more with 
flowing lines of the car. The American 
Racing Assassin’s fit the bill quite nicely. 
Of course we made them look like part 
of the car by adding the BMW logo. 
 We wanted to add a little warmth 
to the cockpit by adding wood compo-
nents. As of today we have added a shift 
knob, hand brake handle and steering 
wheel. We fell in love with the steering 
wheel at first sight. It is a Momo Street 
Fighter, now discontinued. We were  
able to find and procure one of the last 
two. Again, we adorned it with a BMW 
logo. Since we removed the driver side 
air bag to accommodate the custom 
steering wheel, I have started wearing  
a helmet, especially when in traffic. 
 We are in the process of having the 
seats modified to allow the installation 
of a pair of Schroth 3" wide, six-point 
racing harnesses.
 The rear deck spoiler was one final 
body addition. This combined with the 
stainless steel Super Sprint exhaust 
system, (good for another 10 to 15hp), 
gave the normally plain rear end a more 
serious look. By the way, she really is 
really fast. She is not the original 1.9  
we purchased, but did I mention she is 
really fast?

Russ Lewis



10	 ZüNDFOLGE	 February	2010

Photos	by	Russ	Lewis.
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My e39 528i touring has served us 
well, carrying riders and bicycles to 
everywhere from Canada to Utah for 
multi-day riding adventures. With a roof 
rack and a hitch rack, it can carry four 
riders, four bicycles and all our luggage 
and bike gear. 

 The whole back end can be dedi-
cated to hauling gear. Loading begins 
with the big and heavy stuff on the floor, 
then lighter bags up to window level. 
After closing the tailgate and opening 
the tailgate window, more stuff goes  
on top. 

 There’s a cargo restraint net from the 
rear seat to the ceiling, so we can load 
the lightest stuff all the way to the roof. 
The drinks cooler and the road food 
go in last, just under the window. The 
tailgate can’t be opened with bikes on 
the rear rack, but the window can, which 
makes it easy to get at refreshments at 
rest stops.
 The E39 Touring has air suspension 
in the rear, so loading it up doesn’t 
make the rear end sag. There’s an air 
pump installed under the spare tire that 
get’s information from sensors on each 
rear suspension arm that keeps every-
thing level. The rear tires do have to be 
pumped up to handle the greater load. 
BMW specifies up to 44 psi for the rears.
 Rear seat passengers travel in style, 
with plenty of leg room, a fold-down 
center arm rest, seat-back pockets and 
individual reading lamps. Personal expe-
rience says that the rear seats are good 
for a little snooze when the driver needs 
a break.
 All in all, the E39 Touring is a great 
way to travel in style!

Eric Meislahn

My E39 528i Touring
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The following comments and suggestions are based on our experience in  
handling collision repairs and dealing with insurance carriers on a daily basis  
as collision repair experts and as a post vehicle repair inspection facility for  
more than fifteen years.  Jeff Butler, Haury’s Lake City Collision

3 Beware of the insurance companies’ 
“preferred shop.” As a former “direct 
repair facility” for many insurers, I know  
too well the pressures insurers put on  
their “preferred shops” which include 
the use of non original, remanufactured,  
reconditioned and salvaged parts, caps  
on certain charges like paint & repair  
materials, discounts (back to insurer)  
on parts and labor charges and the list 
goes on and on. So why does this even 
matter to you? Collision Consulting 
of Washington performs inspections 
on vehicles that have been repaired 
at other body shops that are on an 
insurance companies preferred list. 
We have documented that 85% of all 
vehicles that were in a major collision 
were not only not repaired correctly, 
they were repaired so poorly they were  
unsafe and required re-repairs costing  
more than the original repairs or were  
totaled by the insurance company upon  
the disclosure of this poor repair.  

4 Only YOU authorize repairs to your 
vehicle. Remember, whether you are 
at fault for the accident or not, only 
you can authorize any repairs to 
your vehicle which includes how the 
vehicle is repaired and the type of 
parts utilized. Your insurance com-
pany only accepts or denies the claim 
(remember, if you pay your premiums 
for collision coverage and you have 
a collision, then you have coverage) 
and has the right to inspect the “loss.” 
The at-fault driver’s insurance com-
pany basically has no rights because 
they don’t insure your vehicle so don’t 
let them tell you what to do.  

5 Choose a repair shop that is qualified 
to repair your type of vehicle. Many 
European and now some Japanese 
vehicles are utilizing Boron steel, 
aluminum and adhesive panel bod-
ing for lighter, stronger and safer 
construction. Specific equipment and 
training is required to perform such 
repairs and most generalist auto body 
shops just aren’t equipped for such 

repairs. Verify your repair shop has 
the training and equipment required 
by the manufacturer to perform the 
repairs you need.  

6. The appraisal clause. What do I do 
if I don’t agree with my insurance 
company’s estimate to repair my car 
or the value of my car? If you disagree 
with your insurance company about 
the amount of the loss (that could be 
the value of your car or the amount 
to repair it to pre-loss condition) you 
can invoke the appraisal clause: Most 
insurance contracts have an appraisal 
clause that can be used for dispute 
resolution if you don’t agree with your  
insurance company about the amount 
of the loss. “If we and you do not agree  
on the amount of the loss, either may  
make a written demand for appraisal  
of the loss.” Make sure that this lan-
guage is in the policy and allows for 
each party to obtain their own apprais-
er. Never accept just one appraiser as 
the insurance company knows all the 
local independent appraisers and will 
have an influence on them.  

Auto Insurance & Auto Body Shops—What Insurers Won’t Tell You

1  Always review the Contract of Insur-
ance (Policy) BEFORE you sign the 
contract. Price is by far not the only 
reason to purchase one car insurance 
policy over another. Never, Never, 
Never buy an insurance policy with-
out reviewing it first. Would you sign 
a contract in a business relationship 
or for your home mortgage, without 
reading the contract first? That’s what 
most consumers do when they buy 
auto insurance and it doesn’t make 
sense. Insurance policies are not 
all the same regardless of what the 
advertisements lead you to believe. 
Recently, insurance companies have 
starting to rewrite insurance policies 
which will allow them to determine 
the settlement amount you receive 
based on factors (legalese) that are 
not disclosed to you at the time you 
purchase the policy. These new terms 
do not benefit you, the policy holder.  

2 After an accident, the insurance 
company is telling me that I have to 
go to their drive in claims center or 
preferred shop for an estimate or 
repairs. Is this true? Absolutely not! 
It’s your property and you have the 
right to choose where your vehicle is 
repaired. Furthermore, the insurance 
company will come to you to inspect 
your vehicle if they need to; there 
is no requirement for you to go see 
them regardless of what the insurer 
says. Your insurer (or the at-fault 
party’s carrier) very well may try to 
steer you to their preferred shop by 
telling you that if you choose a repair 
facility that is not on “their list” that 
you will have extra out of pocket 
expenses and the insurer will not  
warranty the repairs. These are all 
tactics to steer you to an environment 
where the insurer is in control, that’s 
all. The bottom line is take your car 
to a reputable shop that will work for 
you and your best interest. 
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“PURPOSE AND INTENT—The 
intent of this class is to provide a venue 
for production based automobiles 
which have been modified and exceed 
SCCA Improved Touring specifications 
but still meet all IT safety regulations. It 
is also intended that the cars resemble 
the street going version of the automo-
bile and only be restricted by power 
to weight ratio and a simple rule set. 
Entrants shall not be guaranteed the 
competitiveness of any car.”
 The efforts of Erik Krause and 
several BMW CCA Club members 
including Steve Adams, Scott Norton, 
Mike McAleenan, Bruce Beachman 
and Jerald Lowe (among others) to 
create a new provisional race class in 
conference racing have paid off. At the 
November general meeting for the In-
ternational Conference of Sports Car 
Clubs, the executive board approved 
the new class as a provisional race class 
for the 2010 season. The class will be 
identified as Sport Touring or “ST.” 
Granting the ‘provisional’ status is a 
necessary first step before the class can 
become a championship points-earn-
ing class within conference. The class 
must generate an average of 2.5 entries 
for each of the fourteen regular sprint 
races at conference-sanctioned events 
for 2010. 
 The ST class will created a very 
comfortable home for the various 
BMW sedans that are now becoming 
increasingly popular to convert to race 

cars like the E36 chassis. Interest in 
the new class is coming from virtually 
all makes and models of cars includ-
ing Japanese, European, and domestic 
marques of FWD, RWD, and AWD 
configurations. The simplicity of the 
rules is also proving to be a real attrac-
tant to race cars that have non-produc-
tion engine swaps or forced induction, 
which would normally disqualify the 
car from current production classes 
available in ICSCC. 
 Sport Touring was introduced to 
provide a more competitive class for 
production cars to run that may not 
fit well in existing conference classes. 
What started the discussion was a 
core group of ITE cars that, although 
competitive with each other, were not 
competitive against true ITE-classed 
cars (e.g., Dodge Viper). Several of the 
originators got themselves organized 
and went to work crafting a good rule 
set. There is a web site with more infor-
mation including the rules governing 
the class: www.racing-st.com.
 What this means for fans of local 
sports car racing is a more competitive 
class offering tight racing amongst cars 
of similar performance while allowing 
racers the ability to engineer their cars 
beyond production specs as restricted 
in existing race classes. The early popu-
larity of the class is indication that this 
could be a real grid-filler! 

Michael Olsen 
rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com

ICSCC—New Race Class for 2010
7 Never drop your collision and/or 

uninsured motorist coverage. Most 
people believe that if you are not at 
fault for the accident, the other driv-
ers insurance coverage has to pay for 
damages to your property. Oh how 
wrong you are! In most states, it is the 
at-fault driver that is responsible for 
the damage. Remember, the insurance 
company owes the policy holder when 
there is a loss and has no obligation 
to the injured party (you). So what 
do you do when the at-fault drivers 
insurance company disputes who is 
at fault and doesn’t pay, takes sixty 
days to make their decision regarding 
liability, all the while you don’t have 
access to a vehicle because yours is 
not drivable or the insurance com-
pany is only willing to pay for part 
of the damages? You would have no 
recourse but to file a law suit against 
the at-fault party. If you had collision 
and/or uninsured motorist coverage 
in your policy then your insurance 
would pay you and then subrogate 
against the at-fault drivers insurer. 
Additionally, if the at fault party has 
state minimum coverage ($10K  
property damage liability) and repair 
costs, loss of use and diminished  
value amounts exceeds the policy 
limit, your now on the hook for the 
expenses or take a loss. (Sounds like 
fun doesn’t it).  

8 You may be owed for a diminished 
value payment from your property 
damage loss. If you are not the at-
fault driver in an auto accident, you 
may be able to collect for the loss 
in value of your property after it is 
repaired. While most insurance poli-
cies have written diminished value 
out of the policy (with no reduction  
in your premiums mind you) for col-
lision and comprehensive coverage, 
you are still entitled to collect DV 
from the at-fault driver. Obtain  
a diminished value appraisal  
info@collisionconsulting.com once 
repairs are complete and submit a 
claim to the at fault drivers insurance 
company for payment.  
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Recap of XXX Root Beer Luncheon in Issaquah
Ah yes, the hAMBurger heAven . . . 
XXX Root Beer in Issaquah. The site of 
past E30 Picnics. Plus, about twenty-five 
BMW enthusiasts, and their cars...and of 
course, root beer in chilled mugs.
 This was the setting for the Club’s 
year-end gathering on December 30, 
2009. We used XXX’s “back room” for 
our event. A very informal meeting of 
new and old members, and some we 
have may not have seen in a long time. 
 Lance Richert emceed the event and 
his wife Stephanie was there to make 
sure he did it right. “BMW Bergy” was 
there as were several board members, 
Rick Gulstrom, Jim Millet, Jeff Butler 
and Scott Hieronymus
 I sat at the E90 M3 table with 
“French Boy” Nicolas and Karl (whose 
last name I didn’t get). Jeff Butler gave 
me the inside scoop on diagnosing  
the electrical problem in his E90 M3 
“Ultimate Rental Car.” 
 Steve Questead, Bastos Bill, Crazy 
Carol and others whom I forgot where 

there as well. Eric Bitte and others  
talked about the (financial) hazards 
of buying and running race cars. We 
swapped stories and memories of the 
last year, and after our gastronomic  

sensibilities were assaulted, we wandered  
outside to view the collection of BMWs. 
A member brought his brand-new 135i, 
which he took delivery in Germany. 
What fun! I can’t wait to do that  
someday.
 Me? I had the HUGE fish sandwich 
and fries, and a large diet coke in a 
chilled mug. MMMMMMMM!
 Karl Seeger brought along his net-
book and OBDII scanner kit to do some 
error analysis on Mark Baker’s E39 M5. 
He found the error was related to the 
very cold weather in early December. 
No problems now. 
 Door prize graced the formal part  
of the program. Several gas cards were 
given away and car care kits were 
passed out to lucky winners. What?! 
They’re not Griots?! 
 This was a great, informal event that 
we should do on a more regular basis. 
Just gather around a table with food and 
shoot the breeze. A very fun event!

Karl Agee

23 years of BMW experience

Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com

8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA
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so it oCCurred to Me at some point 
recently that there is a real trend for 
our local PRO3 drivers to segue into 
the ranks of professional racing/driving 
—either as a driver or as crew. Could 
this be a precursor to future profes-
sional drivers stemming from northwest 
roots, using the humble ranks of PRO3 
as a career launch pad? Maybe that is a 
stretch, but let’s look at the reasons for 
my theory.
 Wes Hill, one of the godfathers of 
PRO3 and rules originators of the class 
has been gallivanting around the planet 
working as a press liaison between car 
manufacturers and the press corps. He 
is making his living driving the newest 
cars to come off the manufacturing lines 
from the likes of Toyota, Honda/Acura, 
Rolls Royce, Volkswagen, Jaguar, BMW 
and others. Okay, I’ll concede that this 
isn’t exactly being part of a race team 
driving competitively on exotic race-

tracks with pit stops, tire changes, and 
trophy girls (although, there was that 
stint he worked in Europe that involved 
a swimsuit model). But it is getting paid 
to drive cool new cars. I consider that 
‘professional’ driving.
 Steve Schaeffer, another Club mem-
ber and PRO3 driver managed a few 
stints driving for Volkswagen, BMW and 
Subaru in the same capacity as Wes Hill 
—introducing press dignitaries to the 
new models. Although most of Steve’s 
work was stateside, he did find work 
driving and instructing endless laps 
around the Nurbergring in Germany 
and Spa in Belgium—and getting paid 
for it! Little known beyond that work, 
Steve was the navigator in an unlimited- 
class Subaru WRX STi in the 2007 Mexico  
La Carrera Panamericana, an 1,800-mile,  
full throttle rally through Mexico. Six 
months later, he rejoined the car owner 
and participated as navigator in the  
Chihuahua Express Rally (Mexico).  
I don’t believe he was paid for those 

The PRO3 Line
PRO3; a Portal to Professional Racing? particular gigs, but I’ll let it pass since 

it’s not something many of us would 
ever have the chance to do! 
 Dr. Rick Edwards, relatively unknown  
to the majority of regular PRO3 fans due  
to his somewhat brief stint as a regular 
PRO3 driver, got his start in racing in 
PRO3. Rick owned one of the former 
Kahn racing cars, an E30 built for racing 
prior to the existence of PRO3. He then 
moved up to a custom-built, newer E30 
and a front-running contender in PRO3.  
It didn’t take Rick long to aspire to 
something bigger and became an early 
supporter of the Ford Racing/Miller 
Motorsports Mustang Challenge by 
running the #7 Ford FR500s in the TC 
Motorsports livery for the past two sea-
sons. He was teammates with Andrew 
Caddell and Carlo Sparacio in that first 
year of the series. Now, he’s going to be 
sharing a TC Motorsports/Riley Chevro-
let Camaro in the Grand-Am Continen-
tal Tire Sports Car Challenge (formerly 
Koni Challenge) series this season. In 
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my book, that’s pretty far near the top of  
professional sports car racing for the US. 
 Sharing that Camaro will be none 
other than our own Ted Anthony, Jr. 
The 2007 PRO3 points champion, made 
his move from the PRO3 ranks to the 
Mustang Challenge series through TC 
Motorsports as well and proved his 
mettle on track as a driver who was very 
capable of getting the car to the front 
of the grid and keeping it there. I’m ex-
cited to see how he does in the ranks of 
the Grand-Am series behind the wheel 
of yet another car. Ted has his entire 
future ahead of him and I’m certain 
that professional racing is going to be a 
major part of that future. 
 Our very own photographer and  
occasional PRO3 driver, Curtis Creager, 
has just recently announced that he will  
be representing Cold Track Days as 
photographer for Grand-Am road racing  
as well as covering the team effort of  
Bimmerworld in the Continental Tire 
Sports Car Challenge series. This is 
something of a dream come true for 
Curtis as he has been working diligently 
to hone his photography skills to be 

considered on-par with the pros. Curtis 
has been the official PRO3 photographer  
since the 2007 season and drove Wes 
Hill’s PRO3 car to earn his Area License  
in 2008—taking great pictures along the 
way. Curtis has been a real fixture at all 
of our races and will be missed locally as 
he pursues his passion on a professional 
level.
 Beyond the drivers mentioned, there 
are numerous members of PRO3 who 
have had the opportunity to partake in 
professional racing as crew or support 
personnel. Many of us have stood atop 
the Daytona Motor Speedway race 
control tower giving Team Seattle driv-
ers spotting help. Others (including Stan 
Bovetz) have actively been involved in 
developing race strategies for profes-
sional teams. My own cousin and Chief 
Wrench on the Reaper is now a part of 
the TC Motorsports/Riley Camaro action.  
The list, I’m sure could grow rather 
large if I were aware of all the connec-
tions this little race class of PRO3 really 
has to professional racing.
 There is a common thread here: 
PRO3 and the BMW CCA Puget Sound 

Region. Although not all of us started 
here, many have, and that start has 
led us down paths of racing greatness! 
Perhaps I get a little carried away here; 
but when you step back from PRO3 
and the BMW CCA, you start to see a 
bigger mechanism. You start to see how 
average folks can become connected to 
racing and become a part of something 
pretty cool.
 Is it PRO3 that is responsible for 
launching these guys onto to something 
bigger? If not the sole reason behind it, 
I’ll contend that it plays a big part.
 Be sure to watch the Speed TV 
schedule this year for the Continental 
Tire Sports Car Challenge and keep an 
eye out for names and faces you rec-
ognize in the GS and ST classes.  Good 
luck, all! In the mean time, the rest of us 
will continue to hone our skills on the 
local track.

Michael Olsen, Club member  
who drives the Spirit Halloween  

Superstores PRO3 car #130  
in local ICSCC competition racing.

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.PRO3-racing.com
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BmWs For Sale 
200�	Dinan	1��i	Coupe: WBAUC73528VF22622  
Alpine White/Black leatherette, Glacier Silver 
aluminum trim, 11,900 miles, six-speed manual, 
sport package, Xenon headlights, heated seats, 
sunroof, HD radio and HI-Fi Audio system. This 
is a ten point Dinan car with: exhaust sys, stage 
two software, stage one suspension with camber  
plates. 3M film, extra winter tires. Excellent 
condition. $33,900 obo. Contact Tim Tilton at 
253-752-6883 or froggy@nventure.com. 

200�	BMW	���Li	Sedan: 59,xxx miles. Orient 
Blue metallic with beige Nappa leather interior.
Car is fully loaded as you would expect, but 
here are the highlights/options:  long wheel 
base, luxury seating package with heated, 
vented, lumbar + power massage, cold weather 
package, HarmonKardon Premium L7 Audio  
w/ 6 CD changer, rear power sunshades, park 
distance control, 2-way moonroof, GPS DVD 
navigation, front/side/rear airbags, ABS + 
dynamic stability control, Xenon headlights, fog 
lights, keyless entry + security system, dual 
climate control, cruise, six-speed Steptronic 
transmission + paddle shifters, WeatherTec floor 
mats, cargo trunk liner, Blue-tooth cell adapter, 
and more. The car has a set of Bridgestone  
all-season Turanza 245/50s mounted on 8x18 
BMW Multi Spoke 94s. For the dry(er) months, I 
put on the set of Pirelli Zero Rossos staggered 
9 x 19 245/45 front + 10 x 19 275/40 rear 
mounted on BMW StarSpoke95 alloy wheels.  
This car is gently used <10,000 per year with a 
daily commute of ~20 miles round trip and 
occasional longer highway getaways. MPG is 
18+ around town, and 23+ hwy. Fastidiously 
maintained and pampered with all scheduled 
service, inspections and maintenance done at 
BMW Bellevue. Computer software has been 
updated. Car runs very well, is in fantastic shape,  
and is detailed inside and out once a year.  
NADA is $26,950. You won’t be disappointed. 
Call Chris 805-312-5402 (Seattle Eastside).

2001	��0il: Anthracite with gray leather interior, 
142,000 miles, five-speed automatic with sport 
shift. Voice activated navigation has been 
upgraded to Mark IV DVD maps. Xenon lights, 
moonroof and many other features including 
heated/massaging driver and passenger seats, 
heated/powered rear seat, voice activated 
telephone, break resistant glass, rain sensor 
wipers, front and rear proximity sensors and 
sport package. Asking $12,000. Contact owner 
at dale2008@comcast.net or 360-870-7675. 
(Lacey, WA)

February 2: march issue
march 2: April issue
Classified Advertising Policy: Classified 
ads are free to current members. Zünd-
folge staff reserves the right to edit all 
classified ads. All ads must be typed 
and emailed to Lucetta Lightfoot at  
lucettalightfoot@msn.com or sent 
to Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, 
P.O.Box 99391, Seattle, WA 98139. 
All ads must be submitted for EACh 
publication.
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Track	Tires	&	Wheels: M3 1995 Motorsport 
wheels, powder coated black centers. Proxes 
RA1s with 80% thread. Will fit any E36 M3. 
Excellent track response as equal sized tires 
results in less under-steer. $950. Contact Jorge 
Rodriguez at 503-490-3669 or send email to 
JorgeR_1@yahoo.com. PDX, OR. Pictures 
available upon request. Will ONLY DEAL 
LOCALLY and IN PERSON. All out of country 
inquiries will be ignored. Payment Terms: Will 
accept cash in person deposited in my bank 
account, cashier’s check from a local bank. All 
checks require thirty days for bank clearance.

E�0	�2�e	Engine: 137,000 miles, Car totaled 
on way home from shop. Engine stored on dolly 
and shrink wrapped in garage. Rear suspension/ 
differential carrier mounted on transport frame. 
Saved for back up or project that never happened.  
Other parts stored as well. $350 for engine. 
$250 for rear end suspension clip. Upgrade 
those 318 drums to discs. Contact Chuck at 
206-799-5148 or perry_meyer@msn.com. 

Wanted
Looking	for	1��1	�1�is: in either silver or white.  
Will pay top $$ for the right one. Contact Dennis  
at 760-598-8770 or ddnomad@msn.com. 

miscellaneous
Puget	Sound	Region	Club	Logo	Merchandise:  
Visit www.bmwpugetsound.webstore.us.com 
for a variety of clothing, bags, and sports gear 
with our Club logo embroidered on them. There 
are also a limited amount of long sleeve and 
short sleeve white T-shirts with the silk screened 
logo available through Lynne Eskil. Just a few 
grey sweatshirts are left. Contact Lynne at 
lynne.d.eskil@boeing.com. 

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11�0�	-	12�	Ave.	NE
Kirkland,	WA	��0��

(Totem	Lake) �2�-�2�-1�11

OmNi
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

1���	Z�	Roadster: Silver / black Leather. 
Loaded. Like new condition with 111,000 miles 
(8,500 per year). Near new tires and brakes. The 
1.9 liter motor gets 29 MPG city and 34 MPG 
highway. Serviced at Eastside Bavarian. May 
trade for nice E36 or E46 four door or wagon.  
A way above average car for an average price. 
Contact owner at 206-230-0203 work or email 
to starke@nwinsctr-mi.com.

1���	���csi: Tan with tan leather, sunroof, five-
speed. $2,500. Contact Harold at 360-886-7038 
or hhutch1234@yahoo.com. 

Parts For Sale
Snow	Chains	Fit	�	Series: Maggi Quick Trak 
snow chains size 212 fits 5 series with sport 
package (or other low clearance vehicles). Easy 
fit since you don’t have to get behind the wheel. 
Fits 165/75-16, 175/70-16, 185/65-16, 205/60-16,  
225/55-16, 245/50-16, 185/60-17, 215/50-17, 
245/45-17, 275/40-17, 315/35-17, 215/45-18, 
245/40-18, 275/35-18, 325/30-18, 245/35-19, 
275/30-19, 285/30-19, 335/25-19, and 295/25-20.  
Paid over $300 and used only three times in  
one season. Great shape with carry case and 
original package $100. Call 206-790-0462 or 
email arif.kassam@gmail.com or. 

E��	M�	Wheels: Four ATEV wheels for E34 M5. 
May also fit E28 or E39. Check fitment. Two are 
10x17 rears and two are 8½x17 fronts. Perfect 
condition. No rash. Have been saving hoping to 
own another E34. They look awesome and much  
better than the throwing stars. Complete with 
bolts and lock wrench. $800. Contact Robert at 
925-989-0722 or email a64me@yahoo.com.

Exhaust: Stock exhaust system for 2009 328i. 
Catalytic back. Used only 2,000 miles. Perfect 
condition. All reasonable offers considered.  
Call Tim Nair at 425-891-8668 or send email to 
tim.nair@verizon.net.

Mastertow	Tow	Dolly: with straps and extra 
car-mounted lights. $350. Contact Harold at 
360-886-7038 or hhutch1234@yahoo.com.
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