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January 3
Deadline for the February 2006 Zündfolge.

January 5
Board Meeting. Starting time is 6:45 p.m. 
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting 
location.

January 21 
Don’t miss the banquet at the Seattle 
Design Center. Auction proceeds will benefit 
the NW Arthritis Foundation. For more 
information see the Banquet article in this 
Zündfolge issue. To volunteer, please contact 
Zena Bartusch at zbartusch@hotmail.com. 
Direct general questions to de-Anna Martin 
at de_annaj@yahoo.com or 425-486-8123 
(email preferred).

February 2
Board Meeting. Starting time is 6:45 p.m. 
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting 
location.

February 7
Deadline for the March 2006 Zündfolge.

February 11
Car Collections Meeting. A chance to 
see three local car collections, including one 
of the finest Ferrari collections in the world. 
A separate collection features old Fords and 
Lincolns. Something for everyone. See the 
full promotion in this issue.



Five BMW CCA PSR Club Sponsored Drives in 2006

We are looking forrward to having five quality drives this next year. Two trips are booked and we’re 
finishing the planning for three more. Your input is welcomed. What a collection of destinations!  

by getting your car inspected and you must qualify as a 
driver (our Club offers high performance driver training 
with matched ability run groups). For those not interested in 
tracking your garage queen we will have a tour of the Coeur 
d’Alene area or two days in a casino—your pick.  

Loop Loop Mountain Twisties
We will return to the Mount St. Helens area for the best driv-
ing roads in our state. We may invite another marque club to 
join our 2006 event. This annual event is a blast with driving 
around Mt. Rainier all morning, a picnic somewhere near the 
Columbia Gorge and either a freeway return or a twisties to 
the max drive home. We’ll be scheduling this event soon so 
watch the Zündfolge.  

Drive to Bimmerfest in Santa Barbara (the largest gathering 
of Bimmers in the world) and return via the California coast
—Malibu to Big Sur, Goldengate to the Redwoods. A five day 
minimum is suggested for this drive. We’ll try to keep on sched-
ule with Steve Larimer’s flying 745iL and Larry Kangley’s E46 M3. 
 Bimmerfest is the celebration of being a BMW enthusiast, 
whether through ownership or admiration. Now in its seventh 
year, Bimmerfest attracts nearly 1,000 BMWs, 3,000 attend-
ees, thirty-five automotive related vendors and seven major 
magazines covering the event! It is an experience enthusiasts 
look forward to from the first day they can register online for 
the event until arriving and enjoying the day. 
 Bimmerfest is the single largest BMW event held in North 
America today bringing thousands of enthusiasts together 
to enjoy all aspects of the BMW world. Whether you are a 
lifetime owner, first time owner, perspective owner or just a 
fan of great German engineering, Bimmerfest is an incredible 
event to experience!

Highway 2 Trail
July 28, 29, 30
Following the Highway 2 Trail to the BMW CCA PSR track 
days in Spokane. Three day/two night trip from Seattle over 
scenic Highway 2 to Dry Falls and across the northern part of 
our state to Spokane Raceway Park. This northern route offers 
granite framed views over Stevens Pass, down to the apple 
orchards split by our great river, the Columbia, and then east 
across the high desert plateau to Spokane.  
  Spokane Raceway is a 

challenging and fun road 
race course hidden away in 
the eastern side of our great 
state. Our Club has reserved 
the whole raceway for two 
days of real high speed fun 
on the track in your Bimmer. 
The track is forgiving, fun 
(and not nearly as hard on 
tires as Pacific Raceways) 
and the Saturday Night BBQ 
will be worth the trip alone. 
You are responsible for 
qualifying 

This month’s cover features the brand new 2006 Z4 
M Roadster. Look for it at your favorite dealer in early 
2006. While an example of this BMW convertible will 
not be at the Club’s annual banquet on January 21st 
there will be other convertible examples on display 
as part of “BMWs in Paradise” event. To view other 
BMW convertibles, see the center pages and for more 
information on the banquet, see page 6.

Photo by BMW Press.

 January 2006 ZÜNDFOLGE 3

Bimmerfest
April 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

Olympic Peninsula Drive With a Car Collection Visit
We are trying to rebook one of our most enjoyable trips 
we have ever taken. If we cannot duplicate the first trip we 
will change the trip to a driving event around the Olympic 
Peninsula with stops at the Ocean Shores area, Humptulips 
and Forks—which should make our return through Port 
Angeles and Sequim seem downright urban. 

To be Determined
Mexican food and mountain passes or ferries to fun and lunch 
at Rosario … or Yakima wineries and Toppenish murals … or 
Ellensburg victorian cowboy chic combined with back roads 
to Vantage and the horse statues high above the Columbia 
River. Suggestions always welcomed but we’ll do one of the 
above options. Email me at mhoven@comcast.net. How else 
will we know where you want to go?

JANUARY 2006



New Helmet Requirements

MOTOR SPORTS

OUR THEME FOR 2006 is 
change. Nothing earth shak-
ing, but circumstances have 
forced us to make a few 
changes to how our driv-
ing school is run. The big-
gest piece of news is that 
our home track has become 
increasingly popular. More 
groups want to use the track, 
and warm weekend track 
days became very hard to 
get. At the beginning of 
negotiating, we lost all of 
our traditional dates in the 
summer. The other marque 
clubs are in pretty much 
the same predicament. The 
choice is running during the 
week, or running in the cold 
and wet. In the end, I think 
we’re going to have to get 
used to having our schools 
on week days. I’ve avoided 
that this year, but you’ve 
been warned. We’ve met with 
the other clubs, and we’re 
all going to work together to 
maximize your opportunities 
for track time. Yes, each club 
may have fewer dates, but 
don’t forget that as a BMW 
CCA member, you’re also 
welcome at Porsche Club of 
America and NW Alfa Romeo 
Club schools. 
 For now, we have four 
dates at Pacific Raceway. 
I knew that wasn’t nearly 
enough time to keep you 
track nuts happy, so I had to 
get creative. With Scott Adare’s 
help, I’ve secured a July 
weekend in Spokane. Then I 
received the news that Porsche 
had September 10 at PR, so 
we will combine our Septem-
ber 11 date and have a whole 
weekend at Pacific Raceways 
again. We also got March 11 

and November 5 at Bremer-
ton. So things aren’t looking 
all that bad suddenly. 

A New Season!
HERE’S YOUR FIRST 
BIG DOSE OF CHANGE
Considering what few track 
days we do have, I need to 
maximize them. If we’re at 
the track only four times this 
year, then it doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense to take two 
of those for the Instructor 
Clinic and the Novice School. 
Since Porsche has more dates 
next year (as they are used to 
running on week days), they 
have agreed to use their 
February 25 date as a com-
bined Instructor Clinic in 
conjunction with us and the 
Alfa Club. Second, we’re not 
going to have a dedicated 
novice school at Pacific Race-
ways. Instead, all the track 
days are open to first-timers, 
as long as they have com-
pleted a car-control clinic with 
us, PCA, or the Alfa Club. 
Not only does this give us 
more flexibility with the 
schedule, it also gives people 
multiple chances throughout 
the year to get started. I hope 
it all works out.
 If you’re paying attention, 
that means all of our dates 
are open to all qualified 
drivers, and your driving 
season is going to start a heck 
of a lot sooner than you 
thought! We have a regular 
school Saturday, February 18, 
and it’s time to start registra-
tion! Yeesh; so much for the 
off-season.

NEXT CHANGE
Surprise, surprise—costs are 
up for a variety of reasons. 
One charge is that lunch will 
be catered for everyone who 
attends. Both Porsche and 
Alfa do this, and I want the 
experience to be the same 
no matter what club you’re 
driving with. To help cover 

AS YOU MAY HAVE HEARD, the Snell Foundation rolled 
out a new Snell standard last year, and the first Snell 05 
helmets went on sale in October 2005. Quoting from our 
Club’s driving school minimum standards:

2.6.1 HELMETS: Helmets must be worn by all 
participants during all in-car sessions other than low 
speed (50 mph or less) track familiarization sessions 
and touring laps referenced in section 2.8.6. All hel-
mets must be rated at least the current Snell rating or 
the immediate prior rating (i.e., if currently available 
standard is Snell 2000, then Snell 95 is required).

 A one-year grace period applies after general intro-
duction of the current standard. Our interpretation is 
we have a one year grace period from October 2005, 
which was when the new helmets became available. So 
everyone who has a 95 helmet, it’s definitely time to go 
shopping. We will require Snell 00 or better as of Octo-
ber 1, 2006.
 I have talked to a few people at the national level, 
and their interpretation is the same as ours, so it should 
be consistent across the CCA chapters. This is our 
interpretation of the rule, and other clubs may see it 
differently. I have heard from another local club that 
they will be requiring Snell 00 or better on January 1, 
2006 so check with the other clubs you drive with.

Tom Olsson

the extra overhead, all three 
clubs have agreed that the 
registration fee for 2006 will 
be $165 per day.
 So get out in that garage 
and start working on the car; 
the 2006 driving season has 
started! Our first school is 
February 18, and registration 
should be open now on the 
Club website. As always, if 
you have trouble with the 
form, or don’t have internet 
access, give me a call and 
I’ll be happy to mail you the 
form. If you went to the car 
control clinic last November, 
you are welcome to sign up. 
If you missed November, you 
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won’t have to wait long, the 
March car control clinic is 
right around the corner.

INSTRUCTORS
Your day is on the follow-
ing weekend, February 25 
with the Porsche Club. If 
you haven’t heard from Walt 
already, he can tell you how 
to register for the Instructor 
Clinic. We’re going to have 
instructors from three clubs 
coming plus a few regional 
guests, so it will fill fast. Please 
don’t wait to sign up.

Tom Olsson
olssons@seanet.com, 

206.890.8616



Rolex 24 at Daytona 
Gathering  

www.bmwpugetsound.com

YOU ARE INVITED to join your fellow Club Members to watch 
live coverage of the 2006 Rolex 24 Hour at Daytona on Janu-
ary 28. We will meet this year at Bison Creek Pizza in Burien. 
Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. and the race will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
Seattle time. We will co-host the event with the NW Alfa 
Romeo Club, so there will be a good crowd on hand and 
plenty of opportunities to share stories and swap lies.  
 As many of you know, this is 
a particularly significant year for 
our Club as two of our members, 
Ken and Wes Hill, will be driving 
for Team Seattle. Team Seattle 
was founded in 1997 by local 
racer Don Kitch. Centered on 
their annual Daytona 24 Hour 
effort, the team raises money for 
Children’s Hospital and Regional 
Medical Center through per-lap 
pledges. Due to corporate and 
private sponsorship underwriting 
of the cars, one hundred percent 
of the pledge proceeds go to help 
children who are patients of Children’s Hospital.
 This will be a significant year for the team in many ways. 
First, it is their tenth consecutive effort in this world-famous 
endurance race. Also, it will mark the first all-Northwest driver 
lineup. In addition, the team will be driving the first two 
Porsche 997 GT3 Supercup cars to arrive on our shores. With 
over 400 horsepower and sequential six-speed transmissions, 
these cars should be very competitive. Finally, the team has 
set a goal this year of raising $500,000 for Children’s Hospital. 
Last year the team set a record by raising nearly $400,000.  
 The format for this viewing party will be very informal. 
You may come and go as you wish. There will be coffee and 
pastries available in the morning and the regular Bison Creek 
menu will be available starting at noon. SPEED channel has 
not announced their coverage as this goes to press, but last 
year they ran live coverage of the first seven hours. In addition 
to television coverage, we will have a live telephone interview 
with team manager Doc Doolittle. We’ll put Doc on speaker-
phone and he will fill us in on the latest Team Seattle news 
and answer questions. We will also attempt to talk to one or 
more of the drivers, hopefully Ken or Wes, if they are not in 
the cars. This is planned for approximately 1:00 p.m. Seattle 
time. The opportunity to get the inside scoop on our team as 
well as the overall picture is a real treat. Don’t miss out. This 
will be a great way to kick off the 2006 driving/racing season.
 Watch the Club web site for further details and informa-
tion as it becomes available. 
 For additional information on Team Seattle, The Rolex 24 
at Daytona and Bison Creek Pizza see these sites:
 www.teamseattle.com
 www.bisoncreekpizza.com

January 28
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BMW CCA PSR Events:
February 
18 Driving School at Pacific Raceways
25 Multi-Club Instructor Clinic at Pacific Raceways

March 
11  Car Control Clinic at Bremerton
18 Driving School at Pacific Raceways

June 
7 Advanced Lapping Day with Don Kitch

July 
29-30 Driving School at Spokane Raceway Park

September 
8-9 Driving School at Pacific Raceways with the PCA

November 
5 Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

Other Events open to CCA Drivers:

January
7 PCA Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

February
25 Alfa Club Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

March
4-5 Golden Gate Chapter at Infineon
17 Alfa Club at Bremerton
25-26 Inland Empire Chapter at Spokane

April
9 PCA Driving School at Pacific Raceways
16 Alfa Club Driving School at Pacific Raceways
22 Sin City Chapter at Las Vegas Speedway

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire
 www.iebmw.org
 Scott Adare: sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland
 www.bmwacaportland.com
 Greg Meythaler: 
 greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC, 
 Vancouver, BC
 www.bmwccbc.org
 Rolf Drommer: 
 schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club
 Dave Ely: de2mr2@msn.com

NW Alfa Club
 www.nwalfaclub.com
 Dave Kingstone: 
 dave.kingstone@baesystems.com

Porsche Club
 www.pnwr.pca.org
 Pat Hillyer: DriverEd@pnwr.org

2006 Driving Events Calendar



January 21

THIS IS THE FINAL REMINDER 
to join us for a special night of 
“BMWs in Paradise.” We’re 
encouraging you to arrive 
in your best tropical wear, a 
flower behind your ear and 
order up a drink with a little 
umbrella. Yes, we’re thinking 
sunny and warm in Seattle 
in January. This is collective 
mind over matter, folks.
 There is one change in 
the program since the last 
Zündfolge: the convertibles 
won’t be on the banquet 
floor. Due to remodeling, 
including a new floor, the 
Seattle Design Center no 
longer can accommodate cars 
on the floor, so we’ll have the 
cars in a tent in the parking 
lot. Bring a warm coat to put 
over your tropical gear. The 
Seattle Uniform: aloha shirt 
and fleece. Anyway, we’re 
planning on E30, E36 and 
E46 3 Series convertibles, 

Banquet
plus Z3, Z4 and Z8 roadsters 
and a new 6 Series convert-
ible. We are looking for vol-
unteer BMWs, so if you have 
a very clean example of one 
of the above, let me know. 
(d.lightfoot@comcast.net)
 After-dinner speakers are 
Ken and Wes Hill. The Hill 
Brothers, track junkies of 
some renown and fortitude, 
will be driving with Team 
Seattle in the Rolex 24 Hours 
of Daytona this year. The 
weekend before the banquet 
will be the practice run at 
Daytona and the weekend 
after will be the race. This 
will be a great opportunity to 
hear first hand about one of 
the most important endur-
ance races in the world. 
(Sample question: Guys, what 
is it like to drive at 160 mph 
on the banking in the rain at 
night while the prototypes are
blowing by you at 185 mph?)
  We promise to finish ear-
lier this year. And remember 
there are special “BMWs in 
Paradise” commemorative 
souvenirs. Please join us for 
an evening in paradise.
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DATE AND TIME
The banquet is on January 21, 
2006, Saturday night.
 5:30 Silent Auction Begins
 6:00 First Auction Closing
 6:15 Second Auction Closing
 6:30 Final Auction Closing
 6:45  Dinner
 7:45 Announcements
 8:00 Live Auction
 9:00 Program
 9:30 We’re Done

REGISTRATION
Use the form on page seven 
or go to http://www.bmw-
pugetsound.org, type your 
information, print it off and 
send it in to the address on 
the form. (NOTE: change of 
mailing address.) The benefit 
to the online form is auto-
matic calculation and ability 
to accommodate eight people 
on one form.

DINNERS & SOUVENIR
This year we have another 
commemorative glass! The 
dinner choices include maca-
damia nut crusted halibut, 
lemon chicken breast, or 
vegetarian dinner. All the 
meals include salad, vegetable, 
bread, dessert, and coffee 
service. Alcoholic beverages, 
including wine, are available 
at the no-host bar. Dinner 
price is $40 per person if 
postmarked by 1/3/06 and 
$50 per person postmarked 
after 1/3/06. Despite the very 
reasonable price, this is not a 
buffet; this is for table service.  

DRESS CODE
You don’t need to wear a suit 
and tie to this year’s banquet. 
We’re going tropical. We 

Banquet Logistics

encourage Hawaiian shirts, 
but if you aren’t interested in 
that, business casual is always 
the fall back. Don’t let the 
theme scare you away. Have 
fun with it; however we’d 
prefer no jeans or athletic 
shoes if it doesn’t fit with   
the theme. Mostly we just 
want everyone to be comfort-
able. And be there! Ladies 
there is nothing stopping you 
from dressing up—maybe a 
flower in the hair… I know 
the cars are going tropical. 

OTHER CLUBS AND SIG
We’re extending a special 
invitation to the members of 
the BMW Clubs in Portland, 
Spokane and Vancouver, B.C. 
We encourage the various 
clubs and special interest 
groups to attend. Get 
together a group of eight to 
ten and you will have a whole 
table for the evening. Please 
send an email to de-Anna 
Martin with your request by 
January 14, 2006.

A FINAL WORD—
LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER
It’s no overstatement to say 
this is the most unique event 
the Club has ever done. 
You should be a part of it!  
Register now and set the date 
aside. We’re going to have a 
great time.  
 The final deadline for all 
registrations is receipt by 
January 14, 2006. We cannot 
accommodate walk-ins or 
registration during the last 
week before the event. For 
questions, contact de-Anna 
Martin at 425-486-8123 
or de_annaj@yahoo.com. 

SC
HE

DU
LE

PLACE
The location for the banquet 
will be the Seattle Design 
Center at 5701 6th Avenue 
South, Seattle WA 98108, 

located just off I-5 in the 
Georgetown area of Seattle. 
From I-5 take the Corson 
Ave/Michigan St Exit, 
exit number 162, toward 
Michigan St. Stay straight 
to go onto Corson Ave S. 
Turn right onto S Michi-
gan St. Turn right onto 6th 
Ave S. Travel about .5 mile. 
Turning left onto Orcas will 
place you in front of the 
parking garage (on right). 
There is ample free, covered 
parking in the SDC Plaza 
building. Take the elevator 
up to the main floor and 
walk across the sky-bridge. 
The banquet is in the SDC 
Atrium building. 

The 2006 Annual Banquet sponsor is 
BMW Northwest.



Banquet Registration

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Home Phone Other Phone

Email (for confirmation if available)

RESERVATION FOR: Halibut Chicken Veg.

Name ❑ ❑ ❑
Name ❑ ❑ ❑
Name ❑ ❑ ❑
Name ❑ ❑ ❑

$40/pp if postmarked by 1/3/06. $50/pp if postmarked after 1/3/06.

FINAL DEADLINE IS JANUARY 14th. (Must be received by this date.) 
We cannot accommodate walk-ins or registration during the last week 
before the event. Checks payable to BMW CCA, PSR.

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
Name on card

❑  VISA  ❑  Mastercard Expires MM/YY __ __ /__ __

Card Number __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __

Signature

Total amount enclosed or authorized to charge:

What is the main draw for you to attend the banquet? (select one)

❑  Social        ❑  Auction/Charity      ❑  Program

Mail to de-Anna Martin, 12303 NE 165th Street, Bothell, WA 98011.
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AT THIS YEAR’S BANQUET, 
proceeds from the auction 
are earmarked to benefit the 
work and efforts of the 
Washington Chapter of the 
Arthritis Foundation. Their 
mission is to improve lives 
through leadership in pre-
vention, control, and cure 
of arthritis, through research, 
programs and services, advo-
cacy, and public and profes-
sional education.

What is Arthritis?
Chances are you or someone 
you know has arthritis. It 
causes pain, stiffness and 
sometimes swelling in or 
around joints. This can make 
it hard to do the movements 
you rely on every day for 
work or taking care of your 
family. But you can take steps 
now to avoid arthritis or to 
reduce pain and keep moving.

Auction to Benefit the Arthritis Foundation
 While often referred to 
as if it were a single disease, 
arthritis refers to more than 
100 different diseases called 
rheumatic diseases, which 
affect the joints and tissues 
around the joints, such as 
muscles and tendons. Over 
66 million people including 
300,000 children in America 
have arthritis. 1.6 million 
have arthritic conditions 
in Washington and Alaska. 
While the most common form 
of arthritis—osteoarthritis 
(OA)—is most prevalent in 
people over sixty, arthritis in 
its various forms can start as 
early as infancy.
 Arthritis affects the 
musculoskeletal system and 
specifically the joints—where 
two or more bones meet. 
Arthritis-related joint prob-
lems include pain, stiffness, 
inflammation and damage to Bid on the Donated Items!

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO ATTEND BMWs in Paradise 
and enjoy bidding on a wide range of fun and useful 
items donated by local businesses and Club members. 
So far we have received donations from the following 
contributors and we thank them wholeheartedly for 
their support!
Auburn Foreign Car
Bellevue BMW
BMW Seattle
BMW Northwest
Griot’s Garage
Longacres Racing Products
Prototype Technology Group
 Crew Shirt
R & K Photo
Seattle Mariners

Seattle SuperSonics
Strictly BMW
XXX Drive-In
Wes Hill: Drive an E30 Race Car 
 in a local Novice Race
Nancy Spornitz: Custom Quilt
Lance Richert: E30 Regalia
Mike Helton: E36 Regalia
Zündfolge Staff: Wine Basket

joint cartilage and surround-
ing structures. Such damage 
can lead to joint weakness, 
instability and visible defor-
mities that, depending on the 
location of joint involvement,
can interfere with the most 
basic daily tasks such as walk-
ing, climbing stairs, using a 
computer keyboard, cutting 
your food or brushing your 
teeth.
 For many people with 
arthritis, however, joint 
involvement is not the extent 
of the problem. Many forms 
of arthritis are classified as 
systemic, meaning they can 
affect the whole body. In 
these diseases, arthritis can 
cause damage to virtually 
any bodily organ or system, 
including the heart, lungs, 
kidneys, blood vessels and 

Events such as the BMW Annual Fund Raising Banquet that benefit the 

Arthritis Foundation do not happen without the invaluable assistance 

of volunteers. Volunteer opportunities include set-up, arrange table 

decorations, assist with setting up auction tables, registration desk 

and assisting with post auction tasks. Setup begins in the afternoon of 

the day of the banquet. Have a fun time with other volunteers and sup-

port a great cause. Please call Zena Bartusch, Volunteer Coordinator, at 

206-605-8390 or email zbartusch@comcast.net.  Zena Bartusch

skin. Arthritis-related condi-
tions primarily affect the 
muscles and the bones.
 Arthritis is the number 
one cause of disability in 
the United States. Currently, 
there is no cure for arthritis. 
Until cures are found, and as 
the population ages, the num-
ber of people with arthritis 
and their pain will continue 
to grow. 

Donate a Good or Service 
to the Auction!
Success of the auction relies 
on Club members like you 
stepping up with a donation 
of goods or services for 
those in attendance to bid 
on. Contact Lance Richert 
at Lance@Richertnet.com or 
425-443-2188 if you would 
like to provide a donation.

Volunteers Needed
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Calling all Event Planners!
THE CLUB IS LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER to coordinate 
the 2007 banquet. Why the pitch now? The hope is this 
person will work with the 2006 banquet event coordina-
tor for a smooth transition. The wheels are turning and 
the momentum is there. Participate in the planning of 
the 2006 event and get your feet wet. For more informa-
tion, please contact de-Anna Martin, Banquet Coordina-
tor at 425-486-8123 (H) or de_annaj@yahoo.com.



BMW Club Supports Hurricane Relief

BMW CCA CHAPTERS around the 
country have been supporting hurricane 
relief by challenging each other to donate 
one month’s local dues to hurricane 
relief efforts. The Puget Sound Region 
Chapter took to the challenge and 
approved a donation of $3,300 to Katrina 
Relief, but with a BMW twist. The local 
Ilalko Elementary School PTA in Auburn 
had teamed up with RTG Racing who 
was campaigning an E36 M3 in the 
October Cascade 8 Hour Endurance 

Race at Portland International Speedway. 
The endurance race was used as a way to 
promote hurricane relief, and in particu-
lar, raise money through the Washington 
State PTA to send to the Louisiana PTA 
to use as they rebuild their school pro-
grams. In total, Team Ilalko raised over 
$6,000 to support relief efforts, half com-
ing from our chapter. Please see the 
Club’s bulletin board to read all about 
the race and view photos. To find the 
thread, search using the word “Katrina.”

 January 2006 ZÜNDFOLGE 9
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E30

     BMWs in
Paradise E36

E46
These BMWs

will be featured
at our annual banquet

which this year benefits
the Arthritis Foundation.
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THE 26TH ANNUAL BMW CLUB 
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE this year will 
feature the fantastic and limited produc-
tion BMW Z3 Coupe. Look for special 
events during the year for the Coupe 
including an informative tech session. 
Z3 Coupe owners, we look forward 
to seeing your special BMWs at the 
Concours. I suggest all Z3 Coupe own-
ers contact Doug Mill of the Northwest 
Coupe Groupe who will be helping with 
the Coupe events this year. Doug’s 
e-mail is Y2KMCoupe@aol.com.
 I am also pleased to announce that 
the Concours d’Elegance will again be 
on Sunday this year. Yes—the Concours 
d’Elegance is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 23 at Cedar River Park in Renton.  
BMW Seattle and Griot’s Garage will 
again be our gracious sponsors, thanks! 

Lance Richert
Concours Chair

425-644-8009
Lance@Richertnet.com

2006 Concours d’Elegance Featured Car: 1999-2002 Z3 Coupes!
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Time:  10:00 a.m. until noon

Place:  The Spinner Warehouse 
 (see directions below)

Cost:  Free but everyone must 
 sign-in at the door

Who: Club members and guests

LAST MONTH WE URGED YOU to save 
the date. This month we have more
information. On Saturday, February 11, 
the Club will visit three collections 
owned by local enthusiasts. All three are 
within walking distance of one another, 
so you’ll be able to park and browse the 
three collections. Car pooling is urged as 
parking is limited in the area and we’re 
expecting a crowd.
 The biggest of the three collections, 
and our base of operations, is Jon 
Shirley’s collection located at The 
Spinner Warehouse (see photo this 
page). Mr. Shirley’s collection is one 
of the finest in the world and is heavy 
on Ferraris. To give you an idea of the 
quality of the collection, we’ll point out 
a couple of the cars in the photo. In the 

February 11Car Collection Meeting

foreground on the right side is a one-off 
Ferrari. This is the car that film director 
Roberto Rossollini had custom-bodied 
for his wife, Ingrid Bergman. The F1 car 
to the left in the foreground is a recent 
Michael Schumacher car.
 Three cars back from the F1 car is 
a 275 GTS/4 NART. NART stands for 

North American Racing Team. There 
were ten of this model built based on 
an order from Luigi Chinetti, the North 
American importer of Ferraris at the 
time. Road & Track, in the December 
1967 issue, called this model “the most 
satisfying car in the world.” In the back 
of the photo you’ll note a fully restored 
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I-405 Driving North 
• From I-405 going north take the NE 4th St exit.
• Turn right on 4th St and drive east to 116th 

Ave NE.
• Turn left onto 116th Ave NE.
• Stay on 116th Ave NE past Overlake Hospital 

and 12th Street (Bel Red Road).
• After you pass 12th St. you will go up a slight 

grade, as you begin to travel down hill look 
for a blue sign on the right that says “Bellevue 
Public Safety Training Center.”

• Turn right at this sign. 
• See Specific Directions below.

I-405 Driving South 
• From I-405 going south take the Seattle/
 Redmond exit.
• Stay in far right lane and exit right onto 108th.
• Take a quick right onto Northup Way.
• At the first signal turn right on 116th Ave NE.
• About two blocks up 116th look for a blue 

sign on the left that says “Bellevue Public 
Safety Training Center.” Turn left at this sign.

• See Specific Directions below.

520 Driving West
• From 520 going west take the 108th Ave exit.
• Turn right onto 108th, stay in the right lane 

and take an immediate right onto Northup 
Way.

• Follow Northup to the first signal and turn 
right onto 116th.

• Go up the hill about two blocks; look for the 
rectangular blue sign that says “Bellevue 
Public Safety Training Center,” turn left at sign.

• See Specific Directions below.

Ferrari factory transporter. This is simi-
lar to the one we viewed a few years ago 
at Pat Hart Racing. There were six of 
these transporters built for the Ferrari 
factory and there are now two within a 
mile of each other on the Eastside.
 On the walls of The Spinner Ware-
house you’ll see a nice art collection. The 
photo was taken from the mezzanine 
which holds a collection of miniatures 
and automobilia housed in cases that 
would do any jewelry store proud.

And while Jon Shirley’s cars 
are all pretty much perfect, he 
believes in driving his cars.

520 Driving East
• From 520 going east take the Lake Washing-

ton Blvd NE (Kirkland) exit.
• Continue north on Bellevue Way NE/ Lake 

Washington Blvd NE.
• Turn right onto Northup Way.
• Head east on Northup Way until you come 

to the light at 116th Ave NE. (This will be the 
second light you come to.)

• Turn right onto 116th Ave NE.
• About two blocks up 116th look for a blue 

sign on the right that says, “Bellevue Public 
Safety Training Center.” Turn left at this sign. 

• See Specific Directions below.

Specific Directions
• After turning at the “Bellevue Public Safety 

Training Center” you will be on NE 22nd 
Place.

• Go to the bottom of the hill and turn right.
• The address to the warehouse is in the upper 

NE corner of the building. It is the second 
warehouse after you turn right and is painted 
powder blue.

• Parking is available in the lots around the 
businesses in the area.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO THE SPINNER WAREHOUSE

The address of The Spinner Warehouse is 
2050 116th Ave. NE in Bellevue. But don’t trust 
online directions because the warehouse is 
not located on 116th. Follow the directions 
above. 

 And while Jon Shirley’s cars are 
all pretty much perfect, he believes in 
driving his cars. All of them get exercised 
in the manner they were originally 
intended for. After seeing Jon Shirley’s 
collection, you can go visit Greg Witten’s 
smaller collection. As mentioned last 
month it includes one each Ferrari F40, 
F50 and Enzo. He also has a wonderful 
pre-war Alfa Romeo that he vintage 
races con brio. There is also a beautiful 
Type 33 Alfa race car and an original 
Ford GT40.
 Our third stop will be Craig Watjen’s 
warehouse. This one I haven’t seen so I 
can’t tell you much. I am told it is heavy 
on Fords and Lincolns from the 1930s 
through the 1950s. Again, this can be 
visited by a short walk.
 All in all, this should make for an 
extraordinary car-person experience. 
Put this on your calendar. If you have 
a conflict and can’t make it, don’t kick 
yourself, although it will probably cross 
your mind. 
 The event is free and open to all 
members and their guests. However, 
everyone must sign-in at the event. 
The Club will be providing security 
and we need to know every person in 
attendance. Children are welcome but 
parents are responsible to keep them 
under control as these are extremely 
valuable, museum quality vehicles we 
will be viewing. Adults are warned to 
not drool on the vehicles.

David Lightfoot
d.lightfoot@comcast.net
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J. Sage Schreiner

ON THE THIRD LAP of the last race of 
2004, the choleric yellow BMW 2002 
known as “Sponge Bob” to his friends, 
was foully murdered. By me.
 While it’s true that he’d lived a long 
life as a car, his life as a race car was 
much too short—exactly one season 
(minus one race, technically).
 Somewhere around the middle of the 
year, Scott Adare, BMW club instructor, 
and the ICSCC race steward for 2004, 
had provided a good name for the 02’s 
color. With such an indefinable shade of 
yellowish-green, it could be referred to 
either as Green-Yellow —“Grellow” for 
short—or perhaps Yellow-Green—call 
it “Yereen.” My pet theory was simply 
that the particular shade of yellow 
actually became temporally displaced 
at highspeed—the car looked like it 
was in one place, when it was actually in 
another. Good trick. Call it the Ultra-
yereen-shift.
 That’s a tough one to explain to a 
race steward, however. In point of fact, 
it bears directly on the events of 
October 3, 2004, as the chronically 
yellow car was entirely visible, but tem-
porally displaced to be when it wasn’t 

How I Killed Sponge Bob Square Car

supposed to be where, which might 
possibly be as confusing as it sounds.
 The weekend had begun very well. 
First, I had qualified Saturday afternoon 
at 1:47.178, a record time for me by a 
large margin. I had out-qualified Dave 
by a tenth of a second, and we would 
start gridded next to each other. We had 
qualified within a second of the class 
record. In fact, we had both qualified 
so fast that we decided not to qualify at 
all on the very foggy Sunday morning. 
Which was probably a mistake, as the 
track was at least a second faster and 
track records were falling. All the same, 
we were 25 and 26 out of fifty cars—
a terrific result for a couple of slow 
G-P cars. We were well ahead of any 
G-P competition.
 Frankly, it was moot. Dave didn’t 
need to race with me—all he needed to 
do was finish the race to win the cham-
pionship. If that didn’t happen, Linda 
Heinrich and Dave Rinker were still in 
a better place to win than I, as the extra 
points from the Spokane race in July 
had proven too hard to overcome.
 The murder itself was very simple. As 
we entered Pacific Raceway’s straight, 
on lap three, I was close on Dave’s tail. 

Dust was in the air and several large 
rocks smacked my windshield. The air 
cleared, and when I pulled out to pass 
mid-kink, Dave’s car wasn’t where I 
had expected. I thumped his bumper, he 
began to rotate, hit the inside wall and 
bounced across the track and hit the 
outside wall, trunk first.
 The first thought through my head 
was something like, “Oh golly, what 
the fudge just happened, gosh darn it,” 
except more exclamation points and less 
suitable for my grandmother.
 As I drove under the full course 
yellow, I tried to put it back together in 
my head. It had happened very quickly, 
but all I could think of was his car 
wasn’t where it should have been. It had 
moved. On the first time past, the emer-
gency responders were out and Dave 
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was standing by his car. He was wobbly, 
but otherwise looked intact. That was 
good—I already felt awful.
 When the race restarted, I gave my 
driving little thought, as I replayed the 
incident over and over, in Technicolor ™ 
and kept repeating something coherent 
and articulate in my head, like, “fudge 
fudge fudge fudge fudge fudge” (note 
grandmother comment above). I drove 
in clean air and stayed out of the way of 
the Rabbits, Rx-7s and Miatas all joust-
ing for championship points. I expected 
that my race result was irrelevant, as I 
would either lose a lap or be disquali-
fied. All the same, I drove well, with a 
best-time of 1:47.090, and I finished 17th 
of the fifty cars—a terrific result com-
pletely undercut by Sponge Bob Square 
Car’s untimely demise.
 Sure enough, I was DSQ’d, which 
primarily meant that I did not get my 
$5 trophy, or the admiring looks from 
small children and dogs that I had come 
to expect.
 In the weeks that followed, Dave and 
I shared the urge to find out what had 
happened, more precisely. We discussed 
it in great detail, but it wasn’t until we 
received the tape from the Rx-7 behind 
us that we really understood.
 The events were these. A Miata 
well ahead of either of us dropped 
two wheels on the outside of the track, 
which explained the dust and flying 

rocks. The Miata then pulled back on to 
the pavement, but rather than staying 
off-line, had pulled quite suddenly back 
onto line—directly in front of Dave. 
Dave’s reaction was predictable, which 
is that he went for his brakes—but that 
happened even as I had already begun 
to pull out for my pass. In the video, 
frame-by-frame, his brake lights go on 
the instant I contact him. Or, to put it 
another way, even as I began to move 
the wheel to pull out from behind, he 
had already lifted off the gas pedal and 
was going for the brakes. The few feet of 
space I had was gone in an instant and 
Mr. Newton’s physical laws took over.
 The primary mistake I made was 
failure to anticipate. This was magnified 
by the trust I had for Dave’s driving 
after the extremely close racing we did 
in the past. Ultimately, I should not have 
attempted to pass. I was not aware the 
Miata, that had begun to Dave’s left, 
had been responsible for the dust and 
rocks, and thus was going much slower 
than it should have been. Even while I 
couldn’t reasonably have known that, it 
was clear that a car had had an off-track 
excursion, and I should have backed 
off and waited to see how things shook 
out—especially considering the high-
speed nature of the kink.
 That’s the nature of racing—nothing 
ever quite happens like it’s supposed 
to, and split second decisions cannot 

always be the right ones. I had learned 
that in my three year odyssey under the 
checkered flag. More importantly, from 
the people I had met: racers, wrenchers, 
supporters, safety workers, spectators, I 
had learned a great deal about racing, 
about cars and about friendship.

THIS MARKS, BY MY COUNT, the 
43rd Zündfolge article imprecisely 
chronicling four years of incompetent 
wrenching and inadequate racing. 
When I sat down to write the first 
article, I had no idea so many people 
would respond, or that it would be 
four years until my last article.
 What had begun as a series of 
mechanically-focused articles about 
my own learning experience, devolved 
naturally into a series about the dregs 
of amateur racing. I’ve had a blast 
writing each of my articles. Even 
when I wrote an article, weeks or 
months after the events themselves, 
my pulse quickened and my hands 
shook when I wrote about a close 
call, or waiting in pre-grid for the last 
whistle, or a good pass. Each story 
had its little triumphs, whether it was 
solving a tough mechanical prob-
lem, or finding an extra fraction of a 
second in a corner, or meeting a new 
competitor after a sweaty, long race.
 The 2004 season was a long year of 
sweaty races, and I took 2005 off to 
recoup my budget, repay Girlchief 
with a hard-earned cycling trip in 
France, and work on our house. To 
put it another way, I have no more 
articles to write without resorting to 
thin fiction. I do, however, have plans 
that begin with the E30 325i parts car 
resting in my backyard.
 The good memories are more clear 
than the events themselves, and the 
bad memories are dulled with time. 
Which is a nice way of saying that 
amateur racing is the triumph of 
hope over experience.
 Girlchief, Racerdog, the fugly 1984 
318i and the Unsage Mechanic will 
race again.

J. Sage Schreiner, November, 2005
www.unsage.com

The Zündfolge staff has enjoyed working 
with Sage and reading The Unsage 
Mechanic. His monthly articles will be 
greatly missed by many.
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Following strong consumer reaction to 
the concept Z4 Coupe at the 2005 
Frankfurt and Tokyo Auto Shows, BMW 
has confirmed that both the Z4 Coupe 
and an M version, the M Coupe, will enter 
series production. 
 Visitors in Frankfurt and Tokyo were 
captivated by the car’s stylish body with 
its unique silken matte finish, tailored in 
the very best style of a classic sports 
coupe. While the driving dynamics poten-
tial of the vehicle was clear in its strong, 
purposeful lines, equally appealing to visi-
tors was the striking interior design.  
 To be produced in Spartanburg, S.C., 
the first vehicles will be delivered to cus-
tomers as early as June 2006.  
 The proven 255 horsepower (U.S. 
SAE net) inline 6-cylinder engine with its 
high output and lightweight magnesium 

BMW Z4 Coupe and Z4 M Coupe
and aluminum construction promises 
superior agility and high performance. It 
not only catapults the Z4 Coupe to the 
top of the international competitive field 
but is also demonstrates the enormous 
performance capacity of the fundamen-
tal BMW Z4 Roadster concept—which 
forms the basis of the coupe. 
 BMW is also working to produce a 
high-end variation as quickly as possible 
and the result will be the return of the 
M Coupe, based on the new Z4 Coupe. 
Powered by the exciting 3.2-liter high-rpm 
engine, familiar from the BMW M3 and 
winner of many international awards, it 
will also come out in June 2006. 
 More detailed information on the 
BMW Z4 Coupe and Z4 M Coupe will follow 
in early 2006.

BMW Press
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Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com
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BMWs for Sale
2001 540ia sport: Black/black, non-navigation 
car in exceptional condition. Always garaged. 
Complete recent service including: all fluids, 
filters, new tires, and new front brakes. 38,000 
miles. $32,750. Contact Kurt at 206-232-1202 
or 206-786-9909.

2001 330i: Black/black, leather/wood trim. 
Rare five-speed manual. Sport and premium 
packages. Sunroof, power seats, Harmon 
Kardon with CD, cruise control, A/C, all power 
accessories. New tires and brake pads. Redline 
MTL and 75W90, ATE Super Blue fluids. 67,000 
miles. Fast, fun and great performance value. 
$23,450. Please contact Jeff at 425-895-0921 
(eves) or zalex4@verizon.net.

1999 323i:  VIN WBAAM3334XKC57046, Black 
with gray leather, five-speed, 74,000 miles, 
premium package, 16" chrome BMW wheels w/
Michelin Pilots, factory alarm, CD, no accidents, 
well-maintained, looks and runs great, second 
owner, $14,000. Contact Marc at 425-357-9240.

1998 Z3: VIN 4USCJ3326WCC09823, 2.8 liter, 
five-speed, Atlanta Blue, tan top, tan leather 
interior, 26,248 miles. Car is near showroom 
condition with a couple of very small rock chips 
and a little wear on the drivers seat bolster, 
otherwise as new. Six disc player, windbreak, 
tonneau cover, aftermarket armrest/cup-holder, 
trip computer, new Bridgestone S-03’s with less 
than 3,000 miles on them. Car was summer 
driven only. Needs nothing, only selling because 
we need a 2+2 (or larger) play car, boo! $19,900. 
Call Bob at 425-941-3605.

Parts for Sale
M-Roadster Wheels: Full set 225/40R17 in 
fronts and 245/40R17 two full sets of tires 
for the back and new set for front. Make an 
offer. Contact Andrew at Wiggina@cwu.edu 
or 425-308-9478.

E36 325is Stock muffler: It is in good 
shape. Make an offer. Contact Andrew at 
Wiggina@cwu.edu or 425-308-9478.

Alarm system for the E46: BMW part # 65 73 
9 416 520. This unit is new in the box and has 
never been installed. I purchased it for my 2001 
M3 but then discovered that it already had one 
and the vendor would not let me return it, 
(another eBay mistake). $200 obo. Call or email 
Tom at 360-629-4091 or tlinder@seanet.com.
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CD player for E36: (trunk mounted), complete 
with cassette and mounting bracket. In very 
good condition and good working order. The 
part # is 82-11-1-468-014. $200. Call or email 
Tom at 360-629-4091 or tlinder@seanet.com.

Cassette holder: for Z3/M roadster. Mounts in 
console between seats, part # 51-16-1 387 031 
and coin dish part # 8 410 194, $15 for both. 
Call or email Tom at 360-629-4091 or 
tlinder@seanet.com.

E24 635csi OEM one piece German muffler/
resonator: less than 2,000 miles on it. $350. 
Contact Jon Ackermann at 425-829-4175.

E24 635csi front suspension parts: springs, 
shocks, upper strut bearings, upper spring 
retainers, four rubber rings. $50 for all. Contact 
Jon Ackermann at 425-829-4175.

E24 635csi rear suspension parts: whole 
spring/shock, upper mount assembly. $50 for 
all. Contact Jon Ackermann at 425-829-4175.

E24 635csi front and rear OEM sway bars: 
with new front links, OEM rear alum links. 
$50 for all. Contact Jon Ackermann at 
425-829-4175.

E24 635csi front and rear reconditioned 
calipers: painted black with new PBR Metal 
Master pads. All four for $ 200. Contact Jon 
Ackermann at 425-829-4175.

M-Badge for E30 grille: Like new. $20. 
Call Jon Whitney at 541-484-1781 or email 
jkwcpamp29@aol.com.

E30 wheels: Borbet type T (5 spoke star shape) 
15x7J set of four—four-lug pattern to fit E30s. 
Made in Germany, excellent condition-no curb 
rash. $250. Call Jon Whitney at 541-484-1781 
or email jkwcpamp29@aol.com.

Wanted
635csi or L6 interior parts: Need front driver’s 
seat or front seats for a 1987 635csi for my 
1987 L6. Hopefully light grey in color and in 
good condition plus the driver’s side arm 
rest. Will accept other seats that will bolt up 
but would prefer the correct replacement; 
however M6 or other sport seats would be 
great. Call Tom at 360-629-4091 or email 
tlinder@seanet.com.
 

Other
Chevy Tahoe Rims: Four factory Chevy Tahoe 
rims—great condition—no damage. $125/all. 
Call Wayne at 425-580-1663.

New Firestone Wilderness LE SUV Tire: 
Brand new Firestone Wilderness LE “spare” tire, 
P265/70R16. Original wheel/tire combo. Six-lug 
steel rim for Chevy Tahoe. Never used. $125. 
Call Wayne at 425-580-1663.

Free to good home: No, not kittens, but 20 + 
years of Roundels and Zündfolges. Moving and 
need to cut back. Contact Ted Rodgers at 
206-232-6790 or rodgers356@msn.com.
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Full Page 7 1/2" 9 5/8"  294  265 

2/3 Page 4 7/8" 9 5/8"  236  212 

1/2 Page, Vertical 4 7/8" 6 1/2"  181  163 

1/2 Page, Horizontal 7 1/2" 4 3/4"  181  163 

1/3 Page, Vertical 2 3/8" 9 5/8"  141  127 

1/3 Page, Horizontal 7 1/2" 3 1/4"  141  127 

1/3 Page 4 7/8" 4 3/4"  141  127 

1/4 Page 4 7/8" 3 3/4"  108  97 

1/6 Page-Vertical 2 3/8" 4 3/4"  96  86 

1/6 Page-Horizontal 4 7/8" 2 3/8"  96  86 

Business Card 3 1/2" 2"  70  63

SEND ADS TO:  Zündfolge   c/o Lucetta M. Lightfoot   PO Box 99391   Seattle, WA  98139

All copy must be camera ready, sized correctly and received 
before the first of the month for the following month’s issue. 
We can aid you with ad composition, for a charge, if you do 
not have an outside agency. Ad files should be 350 dpi tif 
for photos or 850 dpi tif for text only files. If you have any 
questions, please call Jim Millet at 206-542-5237.

Rates include $2 per month advertising membership 
fee. The balance of the rate is for advertising. Only BMW CCA 
PSR members may advertise in Zündfolge. The frequency 
discount is approximately 10% and is available to advertisers 
who commit to an advertisement in every issue for one year.






