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Next meeting
August 18th at
St. Thomas School.
Start time - 7:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts
Palatine Pack 59
August 17th 10 am.

Starter Stands are
not first come first
serve. They need to
be shared.

by Gene Zerega - President

I

t is that time of year again, time for the Blue Max family picnic.
This year’s picnic promises to be another fun time for all, and
the weatherman has scheduled a beautiful day. We have a
great selection of raffle prizes this
year, including donations from
Venture Hobbies, Strictly R/C, and
SIG Manufacturing Co. There are
some games planned for the kids,
a raffle for the spouses, and a Fun
Fly for the flyers.
Most
importantly, there will be plenty of
good food.

As I mentioned at last month’s
meeting, Pete Warenski has
volunteered to act as our Blue Max
Ambassador. The intent of this
new role is to promote Blue Max relationships with other area RC
clubs, alert our club members of up coming area RC club events,
and to promote the hobby to local organizations. Starting in
September, Pete will alert members about local area RC activity
through the monthly newsletter and email.
The club is also sponsoring a Cub Scout RC Fly-In on Sunday,
August 17th. Don Barclay, a past Blue Max member, is organizing
the scouts from Palatine Pack 59, and Bob Davit and Brad
Walters have arranged to have all of the necessary flight
instructors and ground crew available to help. It should prove to
be great fun.
Our next meeting will be held on August 18th, and our guest
speaker will be Dennis Crooks. Dennis is recognized in RC
circles as one of the premier scale builders and flyers of our
times. His reputation is well founded and supported by his first
place win in the 2008 Masters Tournament, and his second place
win in the 2008 Top Gun Invitational. An interesting side note is
that Dennis missed first place by only 0.82 of a point. These wins
just add to his many past first place honors against some of the
finest builders and flyers in the world. We anticipate that a
sample of his craftsmanship will accompany him to our meeting.
Incidentally, Q&A with Dennis is always a gas.
I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.

Gene Zerega
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MEETING MINUTES
by Murry Randell, Secretary
Blue MAX R/C Flying Club
July Meeting Notes
Meeting Date: July 21, 2008
Secretary: Murry Randell
The July 21, 2008 meeting of the Blue Max RC Flying Club was called to order at
7:05 p.m. by President Gene Zerega.
Welcome Guests
There were two guests, Basil Michael and Paul Stawinoga.
Pilot’s Briefing
Bob Davit and Rudy Krolopp presented a slide show documenting the building of the P47 Thunderbolt Giant
Scale kit.
Around the Hangar
President Report: Gene Zerega – No report
Secretary Report: Murry Randell - Minutes were accepted as published in the newsletter.
Treasurer Report: Duane Lang – Balance is $5042.33.
Committee Reports:
Ó Banquet: Frank Stillson – Band will be the same as last year. Contract signed. Cost will be around $28.00
per person. Date of banquet February 7, 2009.
Ó Field Marshal: Matt Hauser – Marathons will be held at Deer Grove on August 20, August 22, September 7
and September 27, 2008.
Ó Fun Fly: Pete Sidor – This month’s Fun Fly was a balloon break. Large and small balloons were broken
upon landing. First Place – Don Linder, Second Place – Ron Petterec, Third Place – Duane Lang. Don
donated his prize, a gallon of fuel, as an additional raffle prize.
Ó Newsletter: Brad Walters – Please send in any articles or news that you would like to see published in the
newsletter.
Ó Noise: Frank Stillson – Those with excessively loud planes should work to reduce noise level.
Ó Picnic: Carl Will – Carl is out of the hospital. Club members are volunteering to facilitate the setting up and
running of the picnic.
Ó Proficiency: Ron Petterec – No new soloists.
Ó Program: Rudy Krolopp – Schedule of meeting programs has been published in the newsletter.
August – Dennis Crooks, his P38 Lightening took 1st place in the 2007 Master’s Scale Competition
September – Bob Walker, founder of Robart Mfg. & AMA Assoc VP, Dist VI, St Charles
October – Eric Karl, Robart design engineer & competition turbine jet pilot
November – Rudy Krolopp & Bob Davit, experiences in building their P-47
Ó Refreshments: Carl Will –
Ó Safety: Carl Will – No report.
Ó Webmaster – No report.
Old Business
Thanks to Bob Davit for organizing the student-instructor program.
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New on the Radar
Pete Warenski will assume the role of Blue Max ambassador to market the club. He will also contact other clubs
on sharing activities.
Unhappy Landings
Don Linder – Landed in tree. The pole system was used to retrieve the plane and worked well.
Murry Randell – Landed in the trees.
Matt Hauser – Crashed maiden flight of Fly Cat. Forgot to refill the fuel tank.
New on the Runway

Brad Walters showed a Phoenix model SeaBee
powered by a OS MAX 60FP engine.

Mike McGee showed a SIG Kadet EF42 repaired
after crash.

Rich Frost showed a Wedgy scratch built electric
from Model Airplane News plans August 2007.

Bill Smead showed new technology in batteries
from www.eneloopusa.com.
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Top Gun
Joe Keehan won a $100 Venture Hobbies Gift Certicate. Marvin Gino won a $50 Venture Hobbies Gift
Certificate. Doug Bradbury won a gallon of fuel.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Sound and 2009 Winter Banquet– Frank Stillson
Just returned from several very busy weeks. I was in charge of a Regional Electronics Convention with over 120
participants, in Peoria. From the convention, we then proceeded to North Carolina to visit my sister-in-laws, one
of which is 95, in a nursing home with dementia. When we returned, I had my second cataract operation. Now
maybe I will be able to see when I attempt to fly!
As far as sound suppression at our field, the persons that have the loud airplanes know who they are and need to
work on reducing the amount of sound that they generate. There are many ways to accomplish this and many
articles have addressed the ways to reduce sound in the past.
In the past, and still some today you would install straight-thru pipes on your cars and it sounded “neat”, until the
police stopped you. It did not make the car go faster, just louder. The same thing holds true for our airplanes.
We do not need to be hurting our hearing and bothering the neighbors.
Now for the 2009 Winter Banquet, we have secured the Buffalo Grove facility again and will have the fine band
from last year for great dining and dancing. Mark your calendar for February 7th, 2009 for this annual event.

Meeting Place
Meeting Room #1 (MR 1)
St. Thomas of Villanova School
1141 East Anderson Drive
Palatine, IL 60074

Our meetings are on the 3rd Monday
of each month and they
start at 7:00 p.m.

INSTRUCTORS
UNLIMITED

PRIMARY

BASIC

GROUND CREW

Yohay Hahamy

Paul Barsamian

Steve Tomczyk

Matt Hauser

Tim Niemiec

Ed Der

Bradford Walters

Gene Zerega

Ron Petterec

Steve Haas

Bob Tomasulo

Duane Lang
Don Linder
Del Peral
Jim Speers
Frank Stillson
Carl Will
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Editor’s Page

NAIL THOSE LANDINGS
By Dan Stahn
From the Anoka County Radio Control Club, Inc., Coon Rapids, MN
Hello fellow members. I was looking through my latest Plane & Pilot magazine. Hang with me for a minute. It
had an article about getting set up for landings. It was titled “101 Secrets for Super Landings.” I picked out 22
that would apply to RC.
Now you’re thinking, 101 secrets, that’s a lot. How many things do I need to do or think about to land my
airplane?
Landings are when you need to concentrate the most on what the airplane is doing and making the airplane go
where you want it to go. I’m not going to use all 101 secrets here mainly because they don’t all apply. Such as
landing on a slope, and using the runway numbers through the windshield to control your glide slope, or even
about warning your passengers about moving around during the landing. Or having your radios tuned to the
correct ATC frequency before getting in the pattern. You know; stuff like that.
What I have done is to apply those that would help you to place your airplane in the pattern at our RC field as if it
were the real, full-scale pattern. Over the years I have used these helpful articles to better myself and to help me
make the landing to look much better and hit the runway as many times as I can. Give these a try and see if there
aren’t any of these secrets that can help you.
1. Have a plan: Don’t let the airplane determine your approach. Plan out your landing well in advance. Maybe
two or three circuits around the pattern before you make the landing.
2. Visualize the flight path: Think ahead of the airplane and imagine your flight path as a narrow rectangular
tunnel with the runway at the end.
3. Keep your downward approach consistent. Put your airplane in the same place every time.
4. Fluctuations in speed are wasting precious altitude and energy.
5. Deploying flaps at too fast of a speed only messes up your trim and you can’t keep steady throttle settings.
6. Don’t wrestle with it; you make the airplane land.
7. Think centerline: Form a routine where you put the airplane on the centerline of the runway every time.
8. Don’t chase the airspeed: Wind gusts can cause air speed fluctuations. Don’t chase them; average out the
fluctuations by holding the nose attitude steady.
9. Have a go-around point selected: Designate a place on the runway as your touchdown area. If you don’t
make it, go around. Don’t make a bad situation worse.
10. Don’t forget to flare: When you are short on final, be thinking of the flare before you touchdown.
11. Make small power changes: It’s always best to make small power changes when needed rather than being
behind a change and then having to play catch up.
12. Correct flight-path changes immediately: Either speed or position or whatever – if it isn’t right, fix it. Don’t
let needed corrections pile up.
13. Plan ahead: This is very important. Compare where the airplane will go if you don’t change anything to where
it will go if you do. If they don’t match, make it match.
14. Don’t fly the pattern too fast: If you fly at a reduced speed, you lessen the chance of missing the runway.
15. Practice approaches: Spend a couple of flights just doing touch-and-gos or complete landings and then take
off again. This will help you to get the “feel” for the runway.
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16. Think about the rudder as a centerline control: Use the rudder to keep the nose ahead of the tail,
independent of the ailerons.
17. Adjust for the crosswind before the flare: Use the rudder to keep the nose and tail on the centerline and
use ailerons to kill the crosswind.
18. Adjust the landing pattern for the size of the airplane: Small airplanes need smaller patterns. Big and fast
airplanes need more room.
19. Don’t let the nose land first: If you have tri-gear, hold the flare so you land on the mains first.
20. Don’t try to save a bad bounce: Go around and try again.
21. Break the glide then set up the flare: On approach, don’t fly into the runway and flare, it will bounce.
22. After a crosswind landing, don’t relax the ailerons: Keep the ailerons into the wind until you stop. And use
the rudder to stay on the centerline of the runway.
You might be thinking that these hints are not needed when you go out to fly that Pizazz or FunTiger or Ultrastik
and that’s okay. These airplanes are designed to do tight maneuvers and fly radically and fly slow with small
amounts of wind; that’s why we like them. But they too can be landed on the runway every time using these hints.
It surely helps when you fly the scale or heavy wing loaded airplanes. You might even be able to step up to the
next level of airplane with these hints.
See you guys at the field.

BLUE MAX PICNIC 2008

Special thanks to Carl Will for pulling together another great picnic. A big thanks to Gene Derbick for doing all of
the cooking. Don’t forget to give both of them a special thank you the next time you see them.
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BLUE MAX WEAR

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
August

Caps $10

Steve Haas

Sweatshirts $20

8/27

September

Sizes: Small to 3X

Brian Maude
Ron Petterec
John Temple
Bill Smead
Shawn Meadows
Joe Keehan

T-Shirts $10
Available Now!

9/1
9/5
9/8
9/11
9/14
9/14

Show your Club Pride at the field!
Wear your Blue Max caps, T-shirts, and sweatshirts.
Caps and sweatshirts are now in stock and available at the meetings.
See Don Linder.

FREQUENCY CHART
Blue Max Member Radio Channel Usage
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50 Mhz (Ch. 1-8 Ham)

Please contact Bradford Walters at (thehoverzone@ameritech.net) with the following information to add or
change radio channel numbers.
1. Your name.
2. All transmitter channels (example: 16, 44, 58 and 50Mhz 4).
3. Any other comments.
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Blue Max R/C Flying Club
AMA # 1040
www.BlueMaxRC.com

Look on the web for the newsletter in color.
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR
August 2008 – October 2008

August 2008
17) Cub Scout Flying – 10:00a.m.
18) Monthly Meeting – 7:00p.m.
September 2008
15) Monthly Meeting – 7:00p.m.
October 2008
20) Monthly Meeting – 7:00p.m.

Blue Max R/C
PO Box 7803
Buffalo Grove IL 60089-7803
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