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Don’t forget to
update your
membership
information and to
remit your dues.
Try indoor flying.

Meet Dave Taitel at
the February meeting.
See tips for building
quiet on page 12.

2005 Banquet Wrap-Up

T

by Jim Keehan

he Blue Max Club held its annual Banquet last month,
and it was a popular success. A total of 82 club
members, spouses and kids attended. This is the
largest attendance in the eight years that I have been in the
Club.
The social hour was
followed by a great meal.
Thanks to Kurt Schmitt
and Deerfield Bakery for
providing another huge,
beautiful and tasty cake
for dessert.
For entertainment, Tim
Niemiec provided a video
of R/C OOPS (crashes)! Jim Speers (and Jodie) put
together a video review of 2004. The video was not only
great to watch at the Banquet, but copies will be available to
members at the February meeting. Jim is only asking a
nominal fee to cover his costs. Jeff Scanlan, the Sports
Magician, provided us with tableside magic.
Many prizes were given out
to the club members and
their wives.
Thanks to
Venture hobbies and all of
the club members that
donated prizes.
Plaques were presented to
outgoing
officers
and
committee people. Lifetime
Membership
Certificates
were awarded to Al Rychlik
and Frank Stillson.
Many members helped us
set up and get things
decorated. Thanks to all of
you for your help. We didn’t
have enough time to hang
all of the planes that people
brought, but thanks to all of you, too. Finally, I want to
thank all of you that attended. I hope that you had a great
time. Jim Keehan
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Yet Even More Banquet Pix

(Pictures by Jim Keehan,
Joe Keehan, Don Linder)

(Editor’s note: Jim, the
banquet was excellent
and you did a great job
organizing and putting it
together. Thanks a whole
lot from all of us who
attended. )
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Jim’s Jabber
by Jim Janiak, President
This year seems to be flying by (no pun intended). We’re already into February
and before we know it flying season will be here. I know a little snow won’t stop
several of you from flying; just trade wheels for skis and you’re all set.
I hope everyone had a great time at the Winter Banquet. We had the largest
turnout ever, with more than eighty people in attendance. Jim Keehan and his
wife Ginny did an excellent job setting up this wonderful evening. It takes a lot of
work and detailed planning to pull off such a successful evening. Thanks Jim and
Ginny! Also thanks to Kurt Schmitt for supplying our dessert. The cake was a
work of art and was only surpassed by how delicious it was. It’s become a tradition
at our banquets and is a wonderful way to cap off the evening.
I was especially pleased to see so many young people at the banquet. I hope we
can get this next generation involved in the hobby. It would be a great way to add
some energy to the club as well as an excellent way for our members to spend
quality time with children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Our winter building projects are also an excellent
way to introduce the younger members of our families to R/C flying.
The board of directors will meet for the second month in a row to discuss how we can improve the flying
proficiency of our membership. We are considering ways that make it easier for novice pilots to become solo
pilots as well as accomplished pilots to advance their skills. We are looking into improvements for our instructor
program that will not only make it easier for the pilots to get the help they need, but also allow our instructors time
to fly on their own. Any suggestions or ideas you have on the subject would be appreciated.
The board is also considering ways to encourage members who have not renewed their membership in the club
over the past few years to rejoin the club. The first step in this was done last month when we adjusted the dues
and initiation fee portions of the constitution. I’ll be able to give you an update at February’s meeting
A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to visit the indoor flying session at the Buffalo Grove Golf Dome. It’s on
Saturday evenings from 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm. If you have not had a chance to go, you should check it out. It’s a
great time. There is a variety of foam and small park flyer airplanes in action. I was surprised to see many
custom designed foamies there. It’s a great way to keep your flying skills current during the winter months. I
picked up a shock flyer and hope to have it flying before you read this.
Finally, I would like to congratulate Tim Niemiec, his wife Gina, and
daughter Jessica on the arrival of Danielle Evelyn. Danielle was
born on February 1st. Latest word is all are doing well. We look
forward to seeing Danielle at the summer picnic.
Safe flying,

Jim

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
February
Matt Hauser
Harvey Stair
David Paprocki

2/22
2/24
2/26

March
George Jeczalik
3/5
Raymond P. Zinkowski3/6
Herbert J. Rizzo
3/8
Yousuf Hussain
3/10
Al Burns
3/11
Eric Toalson
3/13
Brian Janiak
3/16
Dale Christensen
3/17
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MEETING MINUTES
by Eugene Kislenko, Secretary
Blue MAX R/C Flying Club
January Meeting Notes
Meeting Date: January 17, 2005
Secretary: Eugene Kislenko
Jim Janiak called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM.
Cockpit Announcement
We had the privilege of welcoming new members, Joe and Matthew Kut. Joe and Matthew recently visited
Venture Hobbies and decided to try to develop their skills of building and flying airplanes. Welcome to The Club
and to the hobby! You will have lots of fun here!
Monthly Fly-in
Jim Janiak welcomed tonight’s guest Dave Harris, who brought an exciting program describing his experience of
restoring and flying a 1941 New Zealand/Australian built Royal Air force Tiger Moth by DeHavilland.
Around the Hangar
The Secretary’s report was accepted as published in the newsletter. Dan Deitemeyer, Treasurer, provided an
update of our financial situation. Operating Fund and the Field Renovation Funds have been combined and, as of
the beginning of the meeting, Operating Fund is approximately $7,400. The complete Treasurer’s report is
available online.
Jim Keehan heads up the Banquet Committee and provided an update of the plans. The banquet will be held
January 29th at the Arboretum Golf Club in Buffalo Grove. So far, about 70 members expressed their interests in
this event. Jim asked everyone who is planning to bring models for the event to do so around 4:00 p.m. on the
day of the Banquet. Jim Speers is putting together a video to show at the banquet and can use more digital
pictures. Digital pictures can be sent to Jim by email or copied to a CD.
There was nothing to report by the Field Marshall. Noise Control, Frank Stillson reiterated his remarks regarding
components to be mindful of when preparing planes for the coming season. Dennis Brumley, Safety Director,
made a statement that it is too cold to fly now. Tim Niemiec made a remark for those who are still planning to fly
outside and have LiPo batteries installed in their planes. In such cold weather these batteries die very quickly
when the temperature falls below 32° F. Please be aware of this!
Ira Katz informed The Club about the new sign on the field. It came in a little more expensive that was originally
planned, but it is well done and is supposed to be much more durable than the old one. Ira also told us that he
made a completely new map because the old one was too schematic and did not reflected how the field is really
laid out.
Don Wolfe informed The Club that Don Phillips was looking to sell Venture Hobbies for quite some time, and
recently he successfully closed this deal. The new owner is Dave Taitel. Blue Max members would like to thank
Don Phillips for his tremendous support of The Club during all these years. And we would like to congratulate
Dave Taitel on the purchase of the Venture Hobbies. We wish Dave lots of success and we hope that the legacy
of great support of the Blue Max Club and its members by Venture Hobbies will continue for many more years to
come.
New business:
Jim Janiak proposed to make some changes to the constitution. Specifically, the board recognized that the
time around winter Holidays is a time when many members may have a tight budget. Because of this it was
proposed to change the due date for membership fees back to the end of the March meeting. In addition, it was
proposed to wave the initiation fee for those who were once members of The Club and are considering joining
us again. The board hopes these changes will entice former members to come back. The motion was proposed,
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Meeting Minutes cont.
seconded and passed. Here are the pertinent sections of the club By Laws that need to be changed to implement
these decisions.
ARTICLE IV --- DUES AND FINANCES
Current wording:
3. An initiation fee of $20.00 shall be required of each new membership. This initiation fee covers all family members
under the age of 18. Members covered under the Family Membership Plan are not subject to the Initiation Fee when
converting to an Open Membership upon reaching the age of 18 as long as they have maintained continuous
membership.
Recommended Change:
3. A one-time initiation fee of $20.00 shall be required of each new membership. This initiation fee covers all family
members under the age of 18. Members covered under the Family Membership Plan are not subject to the Initiation
Fee when converting to an Open Membership upon reaching the age of 18 as long as they have maintained
continuous membership. Members rejoining the club are not subject to the initiation fee.
Current wording:
7. Dues for members in good standing must be paid yearly and are due by December 31 for the following year’s
membership. Any member that has not paid their dues by the January meeting shall have their Club privileges
terminated and will be dropped from the Club roster. Any member who has not paid their dues before March 1 will be
considered a new member and will be subject to the $20.00 initiation fee. The Board of Directors may waive the
initiation fee for past members in good standing if the Board determines there are extenuating circumstances.
Recommended Change:
7. Dues for members in good standing must be paid yearly and are due by December 31 for the following year’s
membership. Any member that has not paid their dues by the end of the March meeting shall have their Club
privileges terminated and will be dropped from the Club roster.

Motion was proposed, seconded and passed to add Scott Christensen to the list of honorary members of The
Club.
History in the making:
As many of you know, we have many club members who have been with The Club for a long time. Some of
these folks have been with The Club for a VERY long time. They are great people to be around. They have
accumulated a great amount of knowledge about this hobby and constantly are sharing this knowledge with other
members. These guys have seen a history of the aero modeling and they are part of this history themselves.
This is why the board is activating the lifetime membership program that is defined in the By Laws. To become
a lifetime member one must be a paying member for 25 years (not necessarily consecutive) and meet certain age
requirements. Lifetime members will enjoy all the benefits of the regular members but they do not have to pay
annual dues – ever.
First two lifetime members were introduced at the meeting. Congratulations to Frank Stillson and Al Rychlik.
They truly earned this great recognition!
Rough Landings:
Cold weather has kept most fuel powered planes grounded, so there were no crash reports. Don Wolfe told
everyone about a little mishap that happened to some of his planes when he was cleaning the basement. Ira
Katz mentioned that his dog stepped on one of his planes.
Top Gun:
Murry Randell is the lucky winner of the raffle prize – great electric
plane.

February 2005

Volume 12 – Issue 2

Page 11

Meeting Minutes cont.
On the Flight Line:

Rudy Krolopp brought a model of the 1929 Travel Air
Mystery Ship racer. This beautiful plane was built
from a kit obtained from Robart and has a fiber glass
fuselage. The covering is 20th Century fabric painted
with LustreKote. The landing gear has built-in spring
shock absorbers within the wheel pants. It weighs
about 10 lb. and is powered by a YS 120 engine with a
16x6 prop. Rudy is really looking forward to enjoying
this great bird in the air.

Jim Keehan brought a Sukhoi SU-31 model built from
the ARF kit that he won in December. It is a .60 size
model and is powered by an OS 91 four-stroke engine.
The plane weighs around 7.5 lb. Jim noticed different
shades of red covering, because of poor quality
covering material used by manufacturer! Jim suggested
to anyone who is considering buying this kit to really
think about stripping all the covering and replacing it
with better quality ‘cote material.

Pilot’s Briefing:
This month’s program was a great story by Dave Harris. Dave shared with The Club members his 2 year long
journey of acquiring, restoring, and flying one of the greatest planes of all times – the
1941 New Zealand/Australian built Royal Air Force Tiger Moth by DeHavilland.
Dave bought this plane literally “in pieces.” Within two years with the help of the
professional restorers team from Indiana, he brought back to life an original beauty
of this once very popular trainer.
Dave went far beyond just restoring an old airplane. He spent an enormous amount
of time and effort tracking the history of the very plane he was working on. Dave
contacted many clubs and
organizations in UK, Australia,
and New Zealand who helped
him a lot to complete this task.
The plane has many original
parts, including the engine.
Dave said it was not a very
difficult task to track and to
acquire required parts because
there were a large number of these planes built and many
original manufacturers are still offering parts for this plane.
The story was accompanied by slides demonstrating various
stages of the project.
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Sound Suppression
by Frank Stillson
This should be the middle of the building season for many of you. But some, like me, are just getting started
building their next great pride and joy. Either way, we have the time to take into consideration the advantages of
building quiet!
Now is when one can be sure the airframe is well constructed, with little or no vibration of parts and things that
make unnecessary noise inside the airplane. Be sure the airframe is well built; it should feel solid, but not heavy.
Remember, a well-constructed airframe is the first process to good sound reduction of your aircraft, even when it
is an ARF. Many of the ARF’s are very well made, but some leave a lot to be desired. And those are the ones
that need additional attention. Good solid construction not only lowers the vibrations from your aircraft, but makes
the aircraft fly and survive better.
Another area were noise reduction may be achieved is the selection and mounting of the engine. Using a soft
mount helps to isolate engine vibration from the airframe. With a tight airframe and good isolation, the next line of
sound reduction is the muffler. Some of the stock mufflers are excellent, and many after market mufflers may be
even better.
The best time to explore and execute these options is during construction, not when one expects to be flying.
Take the time now to keep your aircraft quiet and enjoy the flying season.

GROUND CREW
Ardie Arnold
Dennis Brumley
Gene Derbick
Jim Keehan
Joe Keehan
Herb Rizzo

INSTRUCTORS
Basic
Don Linder

INSTRUCTORS
Primary

INSTRUCTORS
Unlimited

Paul Barsamian
Larry Breit
Ed Der
Jason Derbick
Maurice Forde
Steve Haas
Ira Katz
Kurt Schmitt
Clay Smith
Jim Speers
Frank Stillson
Don Wolfe

Tim Niemec
Ron Petterec
Barry Schilling
BobTomasulo
Howard Woepse

BLUE MAX WEAR
T-Shirts $10
Caps $10
Save $2
T-Shirt & Cap Combo $18

Sweatshirts $22

Blue Max caps, T-shirts, and sweatshirts are available at the meetings. See Ira Katz
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FREQUENCY CHART
Blue Max Member Radio Channel Usage
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Available Channels - 72Mhz (Ch. 11-60),
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50 Mhz (Ch. 1-8 Ham)

Please contact Blue Max at (Info@BlueMaxRC.com) with the following information to add or change radio
channel numbers.
1. Your name.
2. All transmitter channels (example: 16, 44, 58 and Ham 4).
3. Any other comments.

FOR SALE
Goldberg Decathlon with a Saito 91
Wingspan: 80.75" (2 piece wing w/aluminum wing tube)
Wing Area:
969 sq in
Weight:
9.5-10.5 lb
Wing Loading: 23.7 oz/sq ft
Airfoil:
Semi-Symmetrical, High-Wing.
Includes: Saito 91 four stroke, runs excellent; Tru-Turn aluminum spinner; APC 14x6 prop; 5 - Hi-Tec 605BB
high torque servos (2 ailerons, 2 elevators, 1 rudder) 1 - mini throttle servo.
All that is needed is a receiver and transmitter, ready to fly. This model has been flown approximately 50 flights. It
has never been crashed. Model is covered in Ultra-Cote.
Price: $450.00.
Contact: Larry Breit, TheBreit1@comcast.net.
Hangar 9 CAP 232 - Ready to Fly
Includes: Airframe w/ Hitec dual BB HS605BB servos; Saito 1.80 4-stroke engine, lightly used
Prop and spinner
Futaba 8 channel PCM receiver FP-R138DP
NiMH battery (trickle charged)
Spare cowl
This airplane is ready to fly as-is! Just put in a new crystal for your frequency, set up your radio, add fuel, and you
are ready to go. I prefer to sell the whole airplane, but if you only want parts make an offer.
Price: $1000 for everything!
Contact: Clay Smith at geekus@comcast.net or call (847) 229-1365

WANTED TO BUY
Buddy Box
Contact: Todd Tiegler at ttiegler@yahoo.com
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Blue Max R/C Flying Club
AMA # 1040
www.BlueMaxRC.com
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR
February – April 2005
February 2005
21) Monthly Meeting
March 2005
21) Monthly Meeting
April 2005
18) Monthly Meeting
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