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About IWT

The Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) is a serious transnational
crime costing $23b per year, impacting on security,
economic prosperity and human health. The criminals
engaged in the higher reaches of this trade include
corrupt officials, organised criminal networks and
terrorist groups, all of whom seek to make profit through
exploitation of endangered species and convergence
with broader transnational organised crime. Tackling
these groups requires a collective response from the
public and private sector to ensure the criminal groups
engaged in IWT do not profit from their crimes.

As emphasised by global bodies including the Financial
Action Task Force and highlighted in recent statements
by the G7, traffickers resort to financial crime throughout
the chain of IWT from poacher to illicit consumer. Along
the way these financial flows fuel corruption and money
laundering and represent a grave threat to global
finance. A FATF IWT Report in 2020 co-led by
UK/Botswana/China, which highlighted 'following the
money', has as one of its key recommendations the
need to drive progress through public-private
partnerships. Without following the money, it is very
difficult to detect the wider criminal syndicates and their
heads.

The IWT Financial Flows toolkit is a response to this
requirement, providing a valuable resource for a variety
of financial institutions, helping to raise awareness,
generate enthusiasm, and most importantly provide
resources and guidance to better support the efforts of
the financial sector in identifying flows linked to the IWT.
It will also be of use to law enforcement and other
stakeholders in the fight against IWT. 
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Key panels of the toolkit 
 
About IWT
Providing key statistics and data to outline the scale and impact of
IWT, enhancing organisations’ understanding of the trade and its
threat to their business.

Framework
Developing a company-wide approach to tackling IWT including
areas such as tone from the top and incorporating IWT into current
ESG policies. 

Red Flags
Identifying common red flag indicators of IWT and key word
searches to aid detection primarily in Africa, Asia and associated
Global Financial Centres. 

Media Wall
Global and diverse voices ranging from anti-poaching units to global
heads of compliance, who are paving the way in tackling IWT and
its associated money flows reflecting the value of a system-wide
response.

Risk Assessment
Determining an institution’s potential exposure to the IWT and the
appropriate controls needed within an organisation to address the
issue.

Reporting
Detailing best practices in filing suspicious transaction reports to
provide actionable intelligence and future analysis of IWT by local
law enforcement.

Stakeholder Input

Alongside UAE collaboration, the toolkit has been developed with
the support of WWF, RUSI, TRAFFIC, UfW, and multiple financial
sector institutions to ensure its relevance, accuracy, and utility as a
resource. 
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Access the toolkit:
www.crime.financial/iwt

This toolkit has been commissioned by UK Government
with the ask that all Financial Institutions roll this out
across their teams and use it to enhance their enterprise
wide response to tackling this crime. 

For more info or support please contact:

 
Nadia O'Shaughnessy, Head of Research
Nadia.OShaughnessy@themisservices.co.uk

Hope Sherwin, Head of Social Impact
Hope.Sherwin@themisservices.co.uk

Henry Williams, Head of Investigations
Henry.Williams@themisservices.co.uk
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