
Complete 911 Timeline - Bush's Actions on 9/11
(Before 6:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Middle Eastern Men Reportedly Arrive at Resort Where President Bush Is Staying
and Falsely Claim to Have an Interview with Him

Shay Sullivan. [Source: Longboat Observer]A group of Middle Eastern men pulls up at the resort on Longboat Key, Florida, where
President Bush is staying and falsely claims to have an interview scheduled with the president, but the men are turned away from the
premises, according to a local fire marshal who later hears about the incident. [Longboat Observer, 9/26/2001] Bush arrived at the
Colony Beach and Tennis Resort on Longboat Key at 6:30 p.m. on September 10 and then spent the night there (see September 10,
2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 13; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002] Sometime before 6:00 a.m. on September 11, or possibly on the
evening of September 10, a van occupied by some Middle Eastern men pulls up at the resort. The men claim to be reporters and say
they are there for a “poolside” interview with Bush. They then ask for a particular Secret Service agent by name. Security guards
phone the receptionist at the resort and relay the men’s request. The receptionist has not heard of the Secret Service agent named by
the men or anything about a planned interview with Bush. She passes the phone to a Secret Service agent, who similarly tells the
security guards that no one knows of the agent the men referred to or is aware of any scheduled interview with the president. The
Secret Service agent says the men should contact the president’s public relations office in Washington, DC, and has them turned away
from the premises. [Longboat Observer, 9/26/2001; Longboat Observer, 9/7/2011]
Incident Resembles Recent Assassination Method - Some people will later note the similarity of this alleged incident to the method
used to assassinate General Ahmed Shah Massoud, the leader of the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan, on September 9. [St.
Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Massoud was killed by a bomb hidden in the video camera of two Arab men who said they were
journalists who wanted to interview him (see September 9, 2001). [Time, 8/12/2002; St. Petersburg Times, 9/9/2002] “Were the men
on Longboat Key planning to kill Bush in similar fashion?” the St. Petersburg Times will ask. [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004]
Fire Marshal Learns about Incident - The alleged incident on Longboat Key will come to light after reporter Shay Sullivan hears local
Fire Marshal Carroll Mooneyhan describing it to a colleague during a lull in a firefighters’ union meeting and then writes an article
about it for the Longboat Observer. Mooneyhan does not witness the incident firsthand, but will learn about it when he is at the front
desk at the Colony Beach and Tennis Resort at around 6:00 a.m. on September 11. At that time, he will overhear the receptionist and a
security guard discussing what happened. It is unclear when exactly the incident they discuss is meant to have occurred. [Longboat
Observer, 9/26/2001; Longboat Observer, 9/7/2011] The Secret Service will question Mooneyhan about what he hears. [St.
Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Two weeks after 9/11, the FBI will reportedly be looking into the alleged incident. [Longboat Observer,
9/26/2001]
Incident Is Later Denied - The day after the incident is first reported in the Longboat Observer, Mooneyhan “went silent” about it,
Sullivan will say. [Longboat Observer, 9/7/2011] In 2004, Mooneyhan will deny telling anyone at the Longboat Observer about the
incident. “How did they get that information from me if I didn’t know it?” he will say. [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] However,
Sullivan will suggest that Mooneyhan may have been “ordered to stop talking about it.” He will note that Secret Service agents visited
his newspaper and “suggested we back off the story.” [Longboat Observer, 9/7/2011] Longboat Key Police Chief John Kintz will say
in 2011 that he has been unable to find any evidence of the incident. “[T]here wasn’t a single person who could confirm that it
happened,” he will say, adding, “We never found anyone who worked at the gate who could tell us that that happened.” [Longboat
Observer, 9/7/2011]
Other Suspicious Incidents Occur - Other suspicious incidents occur in the Longboat Key area around this time. Shortly after 4:00
a.m. on September 11, a Sudanese man contacts police in Sarasota and says he is concerned that a friend of his might pose a threat to
the president while he is visiting the area (see 4:07 a.m. September 11, 2001). [Summers and Swan, 2011, pp. 457] And at 8:50 a.m.
on September 11, a local man will see a van in Sarasota with two Middle Eastern men screaming out the windows, “Down with Bush”
(see (8:50 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Longboat Observer, 9/26/2001] Whether these two incidents are related to the alleged incident
at the Longboat Key resort is unclear.

(6:31 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Goes Jogging

http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/140006659X/centerforcoop-20
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a407gandithreat&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113873/911-Looking-Back-John-Kintz
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113873/911-Looking-Back-John-Kintz
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113880/911-Looking-Back-QA-with-former-City-Editor-Shay-S
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113880/911-Looking-Back-QA-with-former-City-Editor-Shay-S
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113880/911-Looking-Back-QA-with-former-City-Editor-Shay-S
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.sptimes.com/2002/09/09/911/The_man_who_would_hav.shtml
http://edition.cnn.com/2002/ALLPOLITICS/08/05/time.history/
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a090901massoudkilled&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.yourobserver.com/news/longboat-key/Front-Page/0907201113869/911-Timeline
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20020910/NEWS/209100532?p=all&tc=pgall
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a091001busharrives&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a091001busharrives&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://web.archive.org/web/20030220064542/http:/www.longboatobserver.com/showarticle.asp?ai=1874


The Colony Beach and Tennis Resort, where Bush stays the night before 9/11. [Source: Colony Beach and Tennis Resort]President
Bush goes for a four-mile jog around the golf course at the Colony Beach and Tennis Resort. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002;
Washington Times, 10/7/2002; MSNBC, 10/27/2002]

8:00 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Briefly Meets Local Law Enforcement Officials

Charlie Wells. [Source: Publicity photo]Having returned to the Colony Beach and Tennis Resort after his morning jog, President
Bush meets for a brief chat in his penthouse suite with Manatee County Sheriff Charlie Wells, Sarasota County Sheriff Bill Balkwill,
Sarasota Police Chief Gordon Jolly, and Manatee County Sheriff’s Colonel Ken Pearson. Wells later recalls the president was “totally
unsuspecting about what is to happen.… It looked like, to me, he’s saying, ‘Glad to see you, but I’m ready to get on to the school and
meet the kids.’” The four law enforcement officials will later travel to the Sarasota school in the president’s motorcade. [Sammon,
2002, pp. 36; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002]

(8:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Former President George H. W. Bush Heads off After Spending Night at the White House

Former President George H. W. Bush, along with former First Lady Barbara Bush, leaves Washington, DC, by private jet, bound for a
speaking engagement in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Bushes spent the previous night at the White House. They had flown to Washington
the previous day to attend several meetings and a dinner. One of the meetings attended by the former president was the annual
investor conference of the Carlyle Group, which was also attended by Shafig bin Laden, one of Osama bin Laden’s brothers (see (9:00
a.m.) September 11, 2001). They are later informed of the WTC attacks while on their jet. Due to all planes being grounded, they have
to land in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. [CBS News, 11/1/2002; CNN, 10/25/2003; Newsweek, 10/27/2003]

Shortly After 8:00 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Receives Daily Intelligence Briefing

Just after 8 a.m., President Bush sits down at his hotel on Longboat Key, Florida, for his daily intelligence briefing with Mike Morell,
his CIA briefer. They discuss developments in the Middle East, and particularly the Palestinian situation. According to the London
Telegraph, “The president’s briefing appears to have included some reference to the heightened terrorist risk reported throughout the
summer,” but it contains nothing serious enough to cause Bush to call National Security Adviser Rice, who is currently on her way
from her home to her office at the White House. However, journalist and author Ronald Kessler will contradict this, claiming, “Bush
placed a call to Condoleezza Rice and asked her to follow up on a few points.” The briefing ends by around 8:15 a.m. [Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Kessler, 2004, pp. 136; Tenet, 2007, pp. 165]

8:15 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Prolongs Briefing about Planned School Visit
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Sandy Kress. [Source: Publicity photo]Sandy Kress, President Bush’s unpaid education adviser, meets with Bush in his hotel on
Longboat Key, Florida, to brief him on their planned 9 a.m. visit to the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in nearby Sarasota. With
them are Secretary of Education Rod Paige, Bush’s senior adviser Karl Rove, and White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card. Kress
goes over some key points for the talk Bush is due to give to the press after reading with the students at the school. However, Kress
will later recall that the “president is a very punctual person,” and “I’ve never known him to be late.” Yet, “we finished the briefing on
that fateful day, and we continued to talk for another ten minutes about people and politics in Texas. The time to leave came and
passed.” Kress adds, “That struck me as unusual.” [Kessler, 2004, pp. 136-137; Dallas Morning News, 9/10/2006] According to the
official schedule, the president is supposed to leave the resort at 8:30 a.m. for the drive to the school. [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004]
Yet, according to one account, he will not leave until as late as 8:39 (see (8:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Washington Times,
10/7/2002]

(8:30 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Some US Leaders Are Scattered; Others in Washington

Secretary of State Colin Powell leaves his Lima, Peru hotel after hearing news of the attacks. [Source: Agence France-Presse]Just
prior to learning about the 9/11 attacks, top US leaders are scattered across the country and overseas:
President Bush is in Sarasota, Florida. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]
Secretary of State Colin Powell is in Lima, Peru. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]
General Henry Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is flying across the Atlantic on the way to Europe. [Washington Post,

1/27/2002; Giesemann, 2008, pp. 19-40]
Attorney General John Ashcroft is flying to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]
Federal Emergency Management Agency Director Joe Allbaugh is at a conference in Montana. [ABC News, 9/14/2002] Others are in

Washington:
Vice President Dick Cheney and National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice are at their offices in the White House. [Washington

Post, 1/27/2002]
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld is at his office in the Pentagon, meeting with a delegation from Capitol Hill. [Washington Post,

1/27/2002]
CIA Director George Tenet is at breakfast with his old friend and mentor, former Senator David Boren (D-OK), at the St. Regis

Hotel, three blocks from the White House. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]
FBI Director Robert Mueller is in his office at FBI headquarters on Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC. [Washington Post,

1/27/2002]
Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta is at his office at the Department of Transportation. [US Congress, 9/20/2001]
Counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke is at a conference in the Ronald Reagan Building, three blocks from the White House.

[Clarke, 2004, pp. 1]

(8:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush’s Motorcade Leaves for Elementary School
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The destination of Bush’s motorcade is Booker Elementary School. [Source: MSNBC]President Bush’s motorcade leaves the Colony
Beach and Tennis Resort, bound for the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, Florida. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] The
president had gotten into his Cadillac limousine after “much shaking of hands and posing for pictures and saying pleasant things to
local VIPs who had been invited to the Colony to see him off.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 38] According to the official schedule, the
president is supposed to leave the resort at 8:30 a.m. [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] While some accounts say he leaves on time,
according to Washington Times reporter Bill Sammon, who is traveling with the president on this day, Bush’s limousine does not set
off until 8:39. [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 38; Washington Post, 1/27/2002; BBC, 9/1/2002; Washington
Times, 10/7/2002; Nationwide Speakers Bureau, Inc., 2004] If Sammon’s time is correct then this is unusual, as Bush has a reputation
for being very punctual. [CNN, 2/2/2001; London Times, 6/30/2005] His unpaid education adviser Sandy Kress will in fact say that,
prior to this day, “I’ve never known [the president] to be late.” [Kessler, 2004, pp. 137] With Bush in town, the police have shut down
traffic in both directions along the nine-mile journey to the school, “leaving the roads utterly deserted for Bush’s long motorcade,
which barreled along at 40 mph, running red lights with impunity.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 38-39]

(Between 8:46 a.m. and 8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush’s Motorcade Quickly Hears of Flight 11 Crash, but
Bush Reportedly Still Unaware

Bush’s travels in the Sarasota, Florida, region, with key locations marked. [Source: Yvonne Vermillion/ MagicGraphix.com]When
Flight 11 hits the WTC at 8:46 a.m., President Bush’s motorcade is crossing the John Ringling Causeway on the way to Booker
Elementary School from the Colony Beach and Tennis Resort on Longboat Key. [Washington Times, 10/8/2002] White House Press
Secretary Ari Fleischer is riding in a motorcade van, along with adviser Karl Rove and Mike Morell, the CIA’s White House briefer.
Shortly after the attack, Fleischer is talking on his cell phone, when he blurts out: “Oh, my God, I don’t believe it. A plane just hit the
World Trade Center.” (The person with whom he is speaking remains unknown.) Fleischer is told he will be needed on arrival at the
school to discuss reports of the crash. [Christian Science Monitor, 9/17/2001; Albuquerque Tribune, 9/10/2002; Tenet, 2007, pp. 165-
166] This call takes place “just minutes” after the first news reports of the attack according to one account, or “just before 9:00 a.m.”
according to another. [MSNBC, 10/29/2002; Kessler, 2004, pp. 138] Fleischer asks Morell if he knows anything about a small plane
hitting the World Trade Center. Morell doesn’t, and immediately calls the CIA Operations Center. He is informed that the plane that
hit the WTC wasn’t small. [Kessler, 2003, pp. 193; Tenet, 2007, pp. 165-166] Congressman Dan Miller also says he is told about the
crash just before meeting Bush at Booker Elementary School at 8:55 a.m. [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001] Some reporters waiting for
Bush to arrive also learn of the crash just minutes after it happens. [CBS News, 9/11/2002] It would make sense that the president
would be told about the crash immediately, at the same time that others hear about it. His limousine has “Five small black antennae
sprouted from the lid of the trunk in order to give Bush the best mobile communications money could buy.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 38]
Sarasota Magazine in fact claims that Bush is on Highway 301, just north of Main Street, on his way to the school, when he receives a
phone call informing him a plane has crashed in New York City. [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001] Yet the official story remains that

http://web.archive.org/web/20030210062902/http:/www.sarasotamagazine.com/Pages/hotstories/hotstories.asp?136
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://web.archive.org/web/20030210062902/http:/www.sarasotamagazine.com/Pages/hotstories/hotstories.asp?136
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0061147788/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312319320/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1595230009/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0061147788/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0061147788/centerforcoop-20
http://www.accessmylibrary.com/coms2/summary_0286-2142537_ITM
http://www.csmonitor.com/2001/0917/p1s1-usgn.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20030210062733/http:/www.washtimes.com/national/20021008-21577384.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1595230009/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article538842.ece
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0102/02/ip.00.html
http://www.nationwidespeakers.com/speaker/635/bill-sammon/senior-white-house-correspondent-for-the-washington-examiner
http://web.archive.org/web/20021007213015/http:/www.washtimes.com/national/20021007-85016651.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20021007213015/http:/www.washtimes.com/national/20021007-85016651.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20040701101430/http:/www.mnet.co.za/CarteBlanche/Display/Display.asp?Id=2063
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071801175.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://web.archive.org/web/20030210062902/http:/www.sarasotamagazine.com/Pages/hotstories/hotstories.asp?136
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html


he is not told about the crash until he arrives at the school (see (Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). Author James
Bamford comments, “Despite having a secure STU-III phone next to him in the presidential limousine and an entire national security
staff at the White House, it appears that the president of the United States knew less than tens of millions of other people in every part
of the country who were watching the attack as it unfolded.” [Bamford, 2004, pp. 17]

8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001: First WTC Attack Recorded on Video, but Not Broadcast Until Evening

Flight 11 hits the WTC North Tower at 8:46. This video still is the only well-known image of this crash (from the French
documentary). [Source: Gamma Press]Two French documentary filmmakers are filming a documentary on New York City
firefighters about ten blocks from the WTC. One of them hears a roar, looks up, and captures a distant image of the first WTC crash.
They continue shooting footage nonstop for many hours, and their footage is first shown that evening on CNN. [New York Times,
1/12/2002] President Bush later claims that he sees the first attack live on television, but this is technically impossible, as there was no
live news footage of the attack. [Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ]

8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001: Flight 11 Hits the North Tower of the World Trade Center

The hole caused by the Flight 11 crash. [Source: Reuters]Flight 11 slams into the WTC North Tower (Building 1). Hijackers
Mohamed Atta Waleed Alshehri, Wail Alshehri, Abdulaziz Alomari, and Satam Al Suqami presumably are killed instantly, and many
more in the tower will die over the next few hours. Seismic records pinpoint the crash at 26 seconds after 8:46 a.m. [CNN, 9/12/2001;
New York Times, 9/12/2001; North American Aerospace Defense Command, 9/18/2001; USA Today, 12/20/2001; Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 5/1/2002, pp. 1-10; New York Times, 5/26/2002; USA Today, 8/13/2002; Associated Press, 8/21/2002;
Newsday, 9/10/2002] The NIST report states the crash time to be 8:46:30. [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005,
pp. 19] The 9/11 Commission Report states the crash time to be 8:46:40. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 7] Investigators believe
the plane still has about 10,000 gallons of fuel (see 8:57 a.m. September 11, 2001). [New York Times, 5/26/2002] The plane strikes the
93rd through 99th floors in the 110-story building. No one above the crash line survives; approximately 1,360 people die. Below the
crash line, approximately 72 die and more than 4,000 survive. Both towers are slightly less than half full at the time of the attack, with
between 5,000 to 7,000 people in each tower. This number is lower than expected. Many office workers have not yet shown up to
work, and tourists to the observation deck opening at 9:30 A.M. have yet to arrive. [USA Today, 12/20/2001; National Institute of
Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 20-22] The impact severs some columns on the north side of the North Tower. Each tower is
designed as a “tube-in-tube” structure and the steel columns which support its weight are arranged around the perimeter and in the
core. The plane, which weighs 283,600 lb and is traveling at an estimated speed of around 430 mph (see October 2002-October 2005),
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severs 35 of the building’s 236 perimeter columns and damages another two. The damage to the South Tower’s perimeter will be
similar (see 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001). [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 5-9, 20, 22] The perimeter
columns bear about half of the tower’s weight, so this damage reduces its ability to bear gravity loads by about 7.5 percent. [National
Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 6] The actual damage to the 47 core columns is not known, as there are no
photographs or videos of it, but there will be much speculation about this after 9/11. It will be suggested that some parts of the aircraft
may have damaged the core even after crashing through the exterior wall. According to the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST): “Moving at 500 mph, an engine broke any exterior column it hit. If the engine missed the floor slab, the majority
of the engine core remained intact and had enough residual momentum to sever a core column upon direct impact.” [National Institute
of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 107] According to NIST’s base case computer model, three of the core columns are severed
and another ten suffer some damage. [National Institute of Standards & Technology, 9/2005, pp. 189 ] If this is accurate, it means
that the impact damage to the core reduces the Tower’s strength by another approximately 7.5 percent, meaning that the building loses
about 15 percent of its strength in total. This damage will be cited after 9/11 by NIST and others researchers as an event contributing
to the building’s collapse (see October 23, 2002 and October 19, 2004). In addition, some of the fireproofing on the steel columns and
trusses may be dislodged. The original fireproofing on the fire floors was mostly Blazeshield DC/F, but some of the fireproofing on
the flooring has recently been upgraded to Blazeshield II, which is about 20 percent denser and 20 percent more adhesive. [National
Institute of Standards & Technology, 9/2005, pp. xxxvi, 83 ] Photographs and videos of the towers will not show the state of
fireproofing inside the buildings, but NIST will estimate the damage to it using a computer model. Its severe case model (see (October
2002-October 2005)) will predict that 43 of the 47 core columns are stripped of their fireproofing on one or more floors and that
fireproofing is stripped from trusses covering 60,000 ft2 of floor area, the equivalent of about one and a half floors. NIST will say that
the loss of fireproofing is a major cause of the collapse (see April 5, 2005), but only performs 15 tests on fireproofing samples (see
October 26, 2005). [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 23] According to NIST, more fireproofing is stripped
from the South Tower (see 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001).

(8:46 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush and Some Aides with Him Are Reportedly Still Unaware of Flight 11 Hijack

President Bush is traveling through Sarasota, Florida, in a motorcade when the first WTC attack occurs. According to the 9/11
Commission, “no one in the White House or traveling with the president knew that [Flight 11] had been hijacked [at this time].
Immediately afterward, duty officers at the White House and Pentagon began notifying senior officials what had happened.” However,
according to reports, Bush is not notified about the crash until his motorcade reaches its destination, even though there is a secure
phone in his vehicle for just this type of emergency, and even though others in the motorcade are notified. Reportedly, not even Jane
Garvey, head of the FAA, nor her deputy have been told of a confirmed hijacking before they learn about the crash from the
television. [Bamford, 2004, pp. 17; 9/11 Commission, 6/17/2004]

Shortly After 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001: President’s Military Aides Learn of Plane Hitting the WTC

Paul Montanus. [Source: United States Naval Academy]Major Paul Montanus and Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, two military
aides who are accompanying President Bush on his visit to Florida, are notified that a plane has hit the World Trade Center, but they
do not yet realize the crash was deliberate, as part of a terrorist attack. [Marist Magazine, 10/2002; Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011; CBS
Sports, 8/31/2012] The president has five military aides, who are representatives of the Air Force, the Army, the Navy, the Marines,
and the Coast Guard. A military aide will accompany the president wherever he goes. [Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011; Santa Barbara
News-Press, 9/11/2011] Montanus, a Marine Corps officer, is currently the president’s “advance aide.” He inspected the locations for
the president’s Florida visit beforehand and is accompanying Bush on his trip to the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota.
[Marist Magazine, 10/2002; Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011] Gould, an Air Force officer, is the “courier military aide,” who is
responsible for handling military emergency operations. He is currently off duty for a few hours, and is working out in the gym at the
resort on Longboat Key where Bush spent the previous night (see September 10, 2001). [Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011; Santa Barbara
News-Press, 9/11/2011]
Military Aides Alerted to Crash at WTC - Montanus is notified of the crash at the WTC while traveling to the Booker Elementary
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School in the president’s motorcade. He apparently does not realize it was part of a terrorist attack. [Marist Magazine, 10/2002] “We
had heard that a plane had hit the building, but not much more,” he will later recall. [CBS Sports, 8/31/2012] Gould learns what
happened in New York when his pager goes off, with a message from the Presidential Emergency Operations Center below the White
House that informs him, “A plane just crashed into the World Trade Center.” Gould then sees the coverage of the crash on the
television in the gym. He finishes his workout and then calls his wife, to discuss the incident with her. As a trained pilot, Gould
wonders how such a crash could have occurred. Like Montanus, he thinks it was an accident. “Part of me doesn’t want to believe it’s
anything else,” he will recall. Gould will still be on the phone with his wife when the second plane hits the WTC, and then realize that
some kind of attack is taking place (see (9:04 a.m.-9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
Military Aide Gives President 'Direct Access to His Military Commanders' - The job of the presidential military aide is, primarily, to
be the emergency action officer for the president, but it also involves being the president’s military representative for official
functions and his personal aide on weekends. Military aides carry what is called the “nuclear football,” which is a briefcase that holds
critical codes that are necessary to initiate a nuclear attack, and other emergency operations details that the president might need when
he is away from the White House. Gould will explain that, as the presidential military aide, his role is “to ensure that the commander
in chief had direct access to his military commanders; specifically, in the realm of if we were under a nuclear attack, I would present
the president with his options.” [Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011; Santa Barbara News-Press, 9/11/2011]

(Between 8:46 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Key Administration Officials Allegedly Think First Crash Is an
Accident

A number of key White House officials will later claim that, when they learn of the first crash at the World Trade Center, they initially
think it is just an accident:
President Bush says that, when he learns of the crash while in Sarasota, Florida: “my first reaction was—as an old pilot—how could

the guy have gotten so off course to hit the towers? What a terrible accident that is” (see (Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September
11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 42]
White House chief of staff Andrew Card, who is with the president, says: “It was first reported to me… that it looked like it was a, a

twin-engine pro—prop plane, and so the natural reaction was: ‘What a horrible accident. The pilot must have had a heart attack.’”
[MSNBC, 9/11/2002]
Adviser Karl Rove, who is also with the president in Florida, is later questioned about his feelings after the first crash. When it is

suggested, “I guess at that point, everyone is still thinking it is an accident,” Rove concurs, “Yes, absolutely.” [MSNBC, 9/11/2002]
White House press secretary Ari Fleischer, also traveling with the president on this day, says, “[W]hen only the first tower had been

hit, it was all of our thoughts that this had been some type of terrible accident.” [CNN, 9/11/2006]
National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice, who is in her White House office, is informed of the crash by her executive assistant

(see Shortly After 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001). She later recalls, “I thought, what a strange accident.” [O, the Oprah Magazine,
2/1/2002; MSNBC, 9/11/2002]
White House counselor Karen Hughes receives a phone call informing her of the first crash as she is about to leave her Washington,

DC, home. She later recalls, “they thought it was a small plane at the time… so, of course, my immediate thought was what a terrible
accident.” [MSNBC, 9/11/2002; CNN, 4/6/2004] She adds, “We all assumed it was some kind of weird accident; at that point
terrorism didn’t occur to us.” [Hughes, 2004, pp. 234]
The 9/11 Commission will later describe, “In the absence of information that the crash was anything other than an accident, the White
House staff monitored the news as they went ahead with their regular schedules.” It will only be when they learn of the second tower
being hit at 9:03 that “nearly everyone in the White House… immediately knew it was not an accident.” [9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 35] However, when couterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke is called some time after the first crash but before the second
by Lisa Gordon-Hagerty—a member of his staff who is at the White House (see (9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001)—she tells him,
“Until we know what this is, Dick, we should assume the worst.” [Clarke, 2004, pp. 1] And when CIA Director George Tenet learns
of the first crash, reportedly he is told specifically, “The World Trade tower has been attacked,” and his initial reaction is, “This has
bin Laden all over it” (see (8:50 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Woodward, 2002, pp. 4]

(After 8:46 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Emergency Response Plans Activated by Officials, Not by President Bush

President Bush will say in a speech later that evening, “Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government’s
emergency response plans.” [US President, 9/17/2001] However, the Wall Street Journal reports that lower level officials activate
CONPLAN (Interagency Domestic Terrorism Concept of Operations Plan) in response to the emerging crisis. CONPLAN, created in
response to a 1995 Presidential Decision Directive issued by President Clinton and published in January 2001, details the
responsibility of seven federal agencies if a terrorist attack occurs. It gives the FBI the responsibility for activating the plan and
alerting other agencies. Bush in fact later states that he doesn’t give any orders responding to the attack until after 9:55 a.m. [US
Government, 1/2001; Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ]

(8:50 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Middle Eastern Men Seen in Sarasota, Cursing President Bush

A Longboat Key resident has a strange encounter with some Middle Eastern men. He is standing on the Sarasota bay front, waiting for
President Bush’s motorcade to go by on its way to the Booker Elementary School. He sees a dilapidated van passing by, with two
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Middle Eastern men “screaming out the windows, ‘Down with Bush’ and raising their fists in the air.” This would be around the time
when reports of the first WTC crash are first being broadcast (see 8:48 a.m. September 11, 2001). The man will later report this
incident to the police and then be questioned by the FBI about it. Several hours earlier, some Middle Eastern men had pulled up in a
van at the resort where Bush was staying, falsely claiming to have an interview with him (see (Before 6:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
It is unknown whether these were the same men as were seen on the Sarasota bay front. [Longboat Observer, 9/26/2001]

(8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Chats with Greeting Committee Instead of Taking Urgent Call from Rice

Adam Putnam. [Source: Congressional Pictorial Directory]At the Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, a small greeting committee
has been waiting for the president to arrive. Among this group are two congressmen, Adam Putnam (R-FL) and Dan Miller (R-FL). A
White House staffer has informed them that the president has an important call to take from Condoleezza Rice. According to Putnam,
they were told, “When he arrives, and he’ll be here in a minute, he’s going to walk past you. He’s not being rude; he’s just got to take
this phone call.” [GW Hatchet, 4/8/2002; St. Petersburg Times, 9/8/2002] President Bush reportedly is informed of the first WTC
crash when he arrives at the school (see (Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). Like others traveling in the
president’s motorcade (see (Between 8:46 a.m. and 8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001), Captain Deborah Loewer, the director of the
White House Situation Room, learned of the crash during the journey. She runs up to the president, she later says, “[a]s soon as the
motorcade stopped,” and informs him of it (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Dayton Daily News, 8/17/2003; Springfield News-
Sun, 7/6/2006] Yet in spite of therefore likely already knowing of the crash, Bush seems in no hurry to take Rice’s call. Putnam later
recalls, “Well, he comes up and does not go past us. He stops and talks with us, having a good chat with the teacher of the year.” (This
is Edwina Oliver, who is also part of the greeting committee.) White House chief of staff Andrew Card says, “Mr. President. You have
a phone call from National Security Adviser Rice you need to take.” According to Putnam, Bush “says OK. [But he] goes on talking
with the teacher of the year. ‘I’ll be right there.’ Card comes back to him, grabs him by the arm and says, ‘Mr. President, you need to
take this call right now.’” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 43; GW Hatchet, 4/8/2002; St. Petersburg Times, 9/8/2002] The president then takes
the call from Rice (see (Shortly Before 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001).

(8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Arrives at Elementary School for Photo-Op

Bush’s motorcade arrives at Booker Elementary School. [Source: Lions Gate Films]President Bush’s motorcade arrives at Booker
Elementary School for a photo-op to promote his education policies. [New York Times, 9/16/2001; Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001;
Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002; Albuquerque Tribune, 9/10/2002; ABC News, 9/11/2002;
Washington Times, 10/7/2002] If he left the Colony Resort around 8:35 a.m. as reported, the timing of his arrival at 8:55 a.m. is
consistent with the fact that the trip from the resort to the school is said to take 20 minutes. The Booker Elementary School is
reportedly “well-equipped for the brief presidential visit. Police and Secret Service agents [are] on the roof, on horseback and in every
hallway. The White House [has] installed 49 new phone lines for staffers and reporters.” [New York Times, 9/16/2001; St. Petersburg
Times, 9/8/2002; MSNBC, 10/29/2002]
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(Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush First Told About WTC Crash? Suggests Accident

Karl Rove, Andrew Card, and Dan Bartlett. [Source: White House, US Office Pristina, Kosovo, White House]President Bush’s
motorcade has arrived at Booker Elementary School and Bush enters the school with his entourage. The beepers of politicians’ aides
are going off with news of the first WTC crash as Bush arrives. According to one account, Bush learns of the crash when adviser Karl
Rove takes Bush aside in a school corridor and tells him about the calamity. According to this account, Rove says the cause of the
crash was unclear. Bush replies, “What a horrible accident!” Bush also suggests the pilot may have had a heart attack. This account is
recalled by photographer Eric Draper, who was standing nearby at the time. [Daily Mail, 9/8/2002] Dan Bartlett, White House
Communications Director, also says he is there when Bush is told: “[Bush] being a former pilot, had kind of the same reaction, going,
was it bad weather? And I said no, apparently not.” [ABC News, 9/11/2002] One account states that Rove tells Bush the WTC has
been hit by a large commercial airliner. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] However, Bush later remembers Rove saying it appeared to be
an accident involving a small, twin-engine plane. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002] In a third version of the story, Bush later recalls that
he first learns of the crash from chief of Staff Andrew Card, who says, “‘Here’s what you’re going to be doing; you’re going to meet
so-and-so, such-and-such.’ And Andy Card says, ‘By the way, an aircraft flew into the World Trade Center.’” [Washington Times,
10/7/2002] “From the demeanor of the president, grinning at the children, it appeared that the enormity of what he had been told was
taking a while to sink in,” according to a reporter standing nearby at the time. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Daily Mail, 9/8/2002]

(8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Bush’s Adviser Karl Rove Phoned by His Assistant and Alerted to Crash at the WTC

Susan Ralston. [Source: White House]Susan Ralston, an assistant to Karl Rove, President Bush’s senior adviser, calls Rove and alerts
him to the plane crash at the World Trade Center, which leads Rove to become one of the first people to tell Bush about the incident.
[Rove, 2010, pp. 249-250; Bridgeland, 2012, pp. 3] Rove is accompanying Bush on his visit to the Emma E. Booker Elementary
School in Sarasota, Florida. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 35] Ralston, as Rove’s executive assistant, is responsible for
coordinating public events involving the president. Her office, on the second floor of the West Wing of the White House, maintains a
secure and direct phone line to Rove and the president. [Filipinas, 2/2004] John Bridgeland, the director of the White House Domestic
Policy Council, will later write that Ralston learned of the crash after a friend of his called his assistant, Britt Grant, at the White
House and told her CNN was reporting that a plane had hit the WTC. Grant then called Ralston and passed on this information.
Ralston now calls Rove with the news. [Bridgeland, 2012, pp. 3]
Rove Learns of Crash Just after Arriving at School - Rove will recall that Ralston calls him “as the president had literally just gotten
out of the car and was shaking hands” with people who are there to greet him outside the school. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001] Ralston,
according to Rove, says that “a plane hit—struck—the World Trade Center and it was unclear whether it was a military, a
commercial, whether it was a prop or a jet.” Rove then goes to tell Bush what has happened. [MSNBC, 9/11/2002] He will write in his
2010 memoir that he walks over to Bush, who is “shaking hands with staff and teachers outside the school, and passed on the
information.” In response, according to Rove, Bush “nodded, shot me a quizzical look, and said, ‘Get more details.’” “We both
thought it an odd, tragic accident,” Rove will comment. [Rove, 2010, pp. 249-250] But in an earlier account, Rove will say that after
Ralston informs him of the crash, “I told [White House chief of staff] Andy Card, who proceeded to tell the president.” [New Yorker,
9/25/2001] Rove will state that he is “the first to tell [Bush] the news” (see (Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
[Rove, 2010, pp. 250] Other accounts, however, will indicate that Bush first learns about the crash from Deborah Loewer, the director
of the White House Situation Room (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Associated Press, 11/26/2001]
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(8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Situation Room Director Informs President Bush of WTC Crash

Captain Deborah Loewer. [Source: Military Sealift Command]Captain Deborah Loewer, director of the White House Situation Room,
is traveling in President Bush’s motorcade toward Booker Elementary School, when she learns of the first WTC crash from her deputy
in the Situation Room at the White House. According to some reports, as soon as the motorcade reaches the school, Loewer runs from
her car to Bush’s car, and informs Bush. [Associated Press, 11/26/2001; Catholic Telegraph, 12/7/2001] Note that Bush maintains
that he learns of the crash at a later time.

(After 8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Serious Communications Problems Experienced in Washington Area, Affect Key
Government Officials

In the Washington, DC, area, members of the public, emergency responders, and government officials experience serious
communications problems. Telephone and cell phone services around the capital remain unavailable to members of the public for
most of the day. [Verton, 2003, pp. 149]
Particular problems are experienced around the Pentagon. Reportedly, cellular and landline telephone communications there are

“virtually unreliable or inaccessible during the first few hours of the response,” after it is hit at 9:37 (see After 9:37 a.m. September
11, 2001). [US Department of Health and Human Services, 7/2002, pp. C36]
Some senior government officials also experience communications difficulties:
CIA Director George Tenet has problems using his secure phone while heading from a Washington hotel back to CIA headquarters,

located about eight miles outside Washington (see (8:55 a.m.-9:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Independent, 11/6/2002; Tenet, 2007,
pp. 161-162]
Secretary of State Colin Powell has to take a seven-hour flight from Peru, to get back to the capital. He later complains that, during

this flight, “because of the communications problems that existed during that day, I couldn’t talk to anybody in Washington” (see
(12:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [ABC News, 9/11/2002]
Between the time of the second WTC attack and about 9:45 a.m., Vice President Dick Cheney, who is at the White House, has

problems reaching Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert at the US Capitol by secure telephone (see (9:04 a.m.-9:45 a.m.) September
11, 2001). [Daily Herald (Arlington Heights), 9/11/2002; Hayes, 2007, pp. 336-337]
Even President Bush experiences difficulties communicating with Washington after leaving a school in Florida, and subsequently

while flying on Air Force One (see (9:34 a.m.-11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006]
A classified after-action report will later be produced, based on observations from a National Airborne Operations Center plane
launched near Washington shortly before the time of the Pentagon attack (see (Shortly Before 9:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
According to one government official, the report indicates that the nation was “deaf, dumb, and blind” for much of the day. [Verton,
2003, pp. 150-151] Members of the public in New York City also experience communications problems throughout the day,
particularly with cell phones (see (After 10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001).

(Shortly Before 9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: National Security Adviser Rice Tells Bush that a Commercial Plane Hit the
WTC, but She Knows Nothing Else

National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice phones President Bush, who is away in Florida, to pass on to him the news that a plane
has crashed into the World Trade Center, and she tells the president that the plane involved was a commercial jetliner, not a light
aircraft. [White House, 11/1/2001; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 35; Bush, 2010, pp. 126] Rice, who is in her office at the White
House, has just been informed of the crash by her executive assistant, but she mistakenly believes it was an accident involving a small
plane (see Shortly After 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001). [White House, 10/24/2001; MSNBC, 9/11/2002] Bush has just arrived at the
Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota for an education event there (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002,
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pp. 41-42; BBC Radio 4, 8/1/2002 ]
Bush Calls WTC Crash a 'Strange Accident' - Rice calls Navy Captain Deborah Loewer, the director of the White House Situation
Room, who is traveling with the president, and Loewer fetches Bush. [White House, 10/24/2001] Bush goes to a classroom that has
been converted into a communications center for the traveling White House staff and talks to Rice using a secure phone there. [Bush,
2010, pp. 126] Rice says, “Mr. President, a plane crashed into the World Trade Center.” [White House, 10/24/2001] Bush has already
been informed of this by members of his entourage (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (Between 8:55 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [Associated Press, 11/26/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 42; Bush, 2010, pp. 126] He says, “That’s a really strange
accident,” and Rice replies, “Yeah, it really is.” [Bumiller, 2007, pp. xi-xii]
Bush Told that Crash Involved a Commercial Plane - Bush asks Rice, “What kind of plane?” and Rice says she has been told it was a
twin-engine plane. She tells Bush she will let him know if she learns anything more about the crash. Around this time, Rice’s
executive assistant, Army Lieutenant Colonel Tony Crawford, comes and tells Rice that it is now believed the plane that hit the WTC
was a commercial plane. Rice passes on this information to Bush and then says, “That’s all we know right now, Mr. President.”
[White House, 10/24/2001; White House, 11/1/2001; Newsweek, 12/30/2001; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 35] Bush will later
recall that at this moment, “I was stunned.” He thinks to himself: “That plane must have had the worst pilot in the world. How could
he possibly have flown into a skyscraper on a clear day? Maybe he’d had a heart attack.” Bush mutters, “There’s one terrible pilot.”
He tells Rice to stay on top of the situation and then asks his communications director, Dan Bartlett, to work on a statement promising
the full support of federal emergency management services. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 42-43; Bush, 2010, pp. 126-127]
Bush and Rice Continue with Their Schedules - After the call ends, Bush heads on to watch a children’s reading drill at the school
(see (9:03 a.m.-9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001) and Rice goes to her senior staff meeting (see (9:04 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [White
House, 8/2/2002; White House, 8/6/2002; Washington Times, 10/7/2002] Representative Dan Miller (R-FL), who is waiting in a
receiving line to meet the president, has been told to hold on while Bush takes the call from Rice. When Bush comes over to Miller
after the call, he appears unbothered. Miller will recall: “[I]t was nothing different from the normal, brief greeting with the president. I
don’t think he was aware at the time, maybe, of the seriousness.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Author James Bamford will
comment that at this time, “neither Rice nor Bush was aware that the United States had gone to ‘battle stations’ alert and had
scrambled fighter jets into the air to intercept and possibly take hostile action against multiple hijacked airliners, something that was
then known by hundreds of others within NORAD, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the Pentagon.” [Bamford, 2004, pp. 17]

(9:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Informs School Principal of WTC Crash, Says Scheduled Event Will Go
Ahead

Gwendolyn TosÃ©-Rigell. [Source: Rod Millington / Sarasota Herald-Tribune]President Bush informs the principal of the Florida
school he is visiting about the plane crash at the World Trade Center, but says he is still going ahead with his planned event, listening
to a children’s reading drill at the school. [Associated Press, 8/19/2002; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002] Bush recently arrived
at the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001) and has just talked over the phone with
National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice about the crash, but he thinks it was an accident (see (Shortly Before 9:00 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [BBC Radio 4, 8/1/2002 ; Bush, 2010, pp. 126-127] The school’s principal, Gwendolyn Tosé-Rigell, is now
summoned to the room where Bush received the call, to talk to the president. Tosé-Rigell will later recall that Bush “said a
commercial plane has hit the World Trade Center, and we’re going to go ahead and go on, we’re going on to do the reading thing
anyway.” She will comment, “At that point my summation was they wanted him to know about this because it was important, but it
couldn’t be anything huge.” Bush then heads into the classroom of Sandra Kay Daniels, to listen to the reading drill (see (9:03
a.m.-9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Associated Press, 8/19/2002; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002]

(9:01 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Claims to See First WTC Crash on Television while at Elementary School

President Bush later makes the following statement: “And I was sitting outside the classroom waiting to go in, and I saw an airplane
hit the tower—the television was obviously on, and I use to fly myself, and I said, ‘There’s one terrible pilot.’ And I said, ‘It must
have been a horrible accident.’ But I was whisked off there—I didn’t have much time to think about it.” [US President, 12/10/2001]
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He has repeated the story on other occasions. [US President, 1/14/2002; CBS News, 9/11/2002] Notably, the first WTC Crash was not
shown live on television. Further, Bush does not have access to a television until 15 or so minutes later. [Washington Times,
10/7/2002] A Boston Herald article later notes, “Think about that. Bush’s remark implies he saw the first plane hit the tower. But we
all know that video of the first plane hitting did not surface until the next day. Could Bush have meant he saw the second plane hit—
which many Americans witnessed? No, because he said that he was in the classroom when Andrew Card whispered in his ear that a
second plane hit.” The article, noting that Bush has repeated this story more than once, asks, “How could the commander in chief have
seen the plane fly into the first building—as it happened?” [Boston Herald, 10/22/2002] A Bush spokesman later calls Bush’s
repeated comments “just a mistaken recollection.” [Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ]

9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush’s Security Agents Watch Second WTC Crash on Television; Bush Continues
with Photo-Op

Bill Balkwill. [Source: Sarasota County Sheriff's Office]According to Sarasota County Sheriff Bill Balkwill, just after President Bush
enters a Booker Elementary classroom, a Marine responsible for carrying Bush’s phone walks up to Balkwill, who is standing in a
nearby side room. While listening to someone talk to him in his earpiece, the Marine asks, “Can you get me to a television? We’re not
sure what’s going on, but we need to see a television.” Three Secret Service agents, a SWAT member, the Marine, and Balkwill turn
on the television in a nearby front office just as Flight 175 crashes into the WTC. “We’re out of here,” the Marine tells Balkwill. “Can
you get everyone ready?” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002] However, Bush stays at the school for another half-hour. Who makes
the decision to stay—and why—remains unclear, and the Secret Service won’t comment on the matter. Philip Melanson, author of a
book on the Secret Service, comments, “With an unfolding terrorist attack, the procedure should have been to get the president to the
closest secure location as quickly as possible, which clearly is not a school. You’re safer in that presidential limo, which is bombproof
and blastproof and bulletproof.… In the presidential limo, the communications system is almost duplicative of the White House—he
can do almost anything from there but he can’t do much sitting in a school.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] The decision to allow
the president to remain in the classroom seems odder still considering that, according to the Tampa Tribune, the reason that Sandra
Kay Daniels’ classroom has been selected for Bush’s photo-op is “not because [it] fulfilled some complicated formula; her classroom
merely was situated next to the school’s north door, making it easier to organize elaborate security.” [Tampa Tribune, 9/1/2002]

9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001: Flight 175 Crashes into WTC South Tower; Millions Watch Live on Television

http://web.archive.org/web/20020904193741/http:/tampatrib.com/nationworldnews/MGACHFUFK5D.html
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/07/04/news_pf/Worldandnation/Of_fact__fiction__Bus.shtml
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20020910/NEWS/209100532?p=all&tc=pgall
http://www.cwalocal4250.org/news/binarydata/9-11 Government Inconsitencies.pdf
http://www.cwalocal4250.org/news/binarydata/9-11 Government Inconsitencies.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20021007213015/http:/www.washtimes.com/national/20021007-85016651.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20021007213015/http:/www.washtimes.com/national/20021007-85016651.htm
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2002/09/11/60II/main521718.shtml
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/01/20020105-3.html


Flight 175 hits the WTC South Tower. The picture was taken from a traffic helicopter. [Source: WABC 7/ Salient Stills]Flight 175 hits
the South Tower of the World Trade Center (Tower Two). Seismic records pinpoint the time at six seconds before 9:03 a.m. (rounded
to 9:03 a.m.). Hijackers Marwan Alshehhi, Fayez Ahmed Banihammad, Mohand Alshehri, Hamza Alghamdi, and Ahmed Alghamdi
presumably are killed instantly, and many more in the tower will die over the next few hours. [New York Times, 9/12/2001; CNN,
9/12/2001; CNN, 9/17/2001; North American Aerospace Defense Command, 9/18/2001; USA Today, 12/20/2001; Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 5/1/2002, pp. 1-10; New York Times, 5/26/2002; Associated Press, 8/21/2002; USA Today, 9/2/2002]
According to the NIST report, the crash time is 9:02:59. [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 38] According
to the 9/11 Commission Report, the crash time is 9:03:11. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 8] Millions watch the crash live on
television. The plane strikes the 77th through 85th floors in the 110-story building. Approximately 100 people are killed or injured in
the initial impact; 600 people in the tower eventually die. The death toll is far lower than in the North Tower because about two-thirds
of the South Tower’s occupants have evacuated the building in the 17 minutes since the first tower was struck. [USA Today,
12/20/2001; National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 5-9, 41] The combined death toll from the two towers is
estimated at 2,819, not including the hijackers. [Associated Press, 8/21/2002] The impact severs some columns on the south side of
the South Tower. Each of the Twin Towers is designed as a “tube-in-tube” structure and the steel columns which support its weight
are arranged around the perimeter and in the core. The plane, which is traveling at an estimated speed of around 500 mph (see October
2002-October 2005), severs 33 of the building’s 236 perimeter columns and damages another one. [National Institute of Standards
and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 39] The perimeter columns bear about half of the tower’s weight, so the damage to them reduces the
tower’s ability to bear gravity loads by about 7.1 percent. [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 6] The actual
damage to the 47 core columns is not known, as there are no photographs or videos of it, but there will be much speculation about this
after 9/11. It will be suggested that some parts of the aircraft may be able to damage the core even after crashing through the exterior
wall (see 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001). [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 107] According to NIST’s
base case model, five of the core columns are severed and another five suffer some damage. [National Institute of Standards &
Technology, 9/2005, pp. 235 ] This may reduce the tower’s ability to bear loads by a further approximately 8 percent, meaning that
the aircraft impact accounted for a loss of about 15 percent of the building’s strength. This damage will be cited as an event
contributing to the building’s collapse after 9/11 (see October 23, 2002 and October 19, 2004). NIST’s base case estimate of damage
to the North Tower’s core will be similar, even though the aircraft impact there was dissimilar (see 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001).
Flight 11 hit the North Tower’s core head on, whereas Flight 175 only hits the corner of the South Tower’s core. [National Institute of
Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 20-23, 38-41] In addition, some of the fireproofing on the steel columns and trusses may be
dislodged (see 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001). [National Institute of Standards & Technology, 9/2005, pp. xxxvi, 83 ] Photographs
and videos of the towers will not show the state of fireproofing inside the buildings, but the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) will try to estimate the damage to fireproofing using a series of computer models. Its severe case model (see
(October 2002-October 2005)) will predict that 39 of the 47 core columns are stripped of their fireproofing on one or more floors and
that fireproofing is stripped from trusses covering 80,000 ft2 of floor area, the equivalent of about two floors. NIST will say that the
loss of fireproofing is a major cause of the collapse (see April 5, 2005), but only performs 15 tests on fireproofing samples (see
October 26, 2005). [National Institute of Standards and Technology, 9/2005, pp. 41] According to NIST, less fireproofing is stripped
from the North Tower (see 8:46 a.m. September 11, 2001).

(9:03 a.m.-9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Enters Classroom Photo-Op, Still Claims to Think WTC Crash Is
Accidental

President Bush enters Sandra Kay Daniels’ classroom. [Source: Lions Gate Films]President Bush enters Sandra Kay Daniels’ second-
grade class for a photo-op to promote his education policies. [Daily Mail, 9/8/2002] Numerous reporters who travel with the
president, as well as members of the local media, watch from the back of the room. [Associated Press, 8/19/2002] Secret Service
agents protecting the president are lying in the trusses above the classroom. [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/10/2002] Altogether, there
are about 150 people in the room, 16 of whom are children in the class. Bush is introduced to the children and poses for a number of
pictures. The teacher then leads the students through some reading exercises (video footage shows this lasts about three minutes).
[Salon, 9/11/2001] Bush later claims that during this lesson, he is thinking what he will say about the WTC crash. “I was
concentrating on the program at this point, thinking about what I was going to say. Obviously, I felt it was an accident. I was
concerned about it, but there were no alarm bells.” [Washington Times, 10/7/2002] The children are just getting their books from
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under their seats to read a story together when Chief of Staff Andrew Card comes in to tell Bush of the second WTC crash. [Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Washington Times, 10/8/2002] According to the Washington Times, Card comes in at the conclusion of the
first half of the planned lesson, and “[seizes] a pause in the reading drill to walk up to Mr. Bush’s seat.” [Washington Times,
10/7/2002; Washington Times, 10/8/2002]

(After 9:03 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Superintendent Doesn’t Send School Children Home, Despite Danger

At the Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, Florida, where President Bush is staging a photo-op, White House security staff
reportedly urge school officials to send the students home. As the Arlington Heights Daily Herald later points out, “the well-
publicized event at the school assured Bush’s location that day was no secret,” and therefore “Bush’s presence made even the planned
reading event a perceived target.” Yet Wilma Hamilton, the superintendent of schools for Sarasota County, who is at the school for
Bush’s visit, refuses their advice. In spite of the danger, she later says she is glad she made this decision: “I couldn’t see sending the
children home. There’d be no one there. All they would have to look at were those images on television.” Whether the school officials
are advised to send the children home before or after the president leaves the place is unspecified. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 43; Daily
Herald (Arlington Heights), 9/11/2006]

Shortly After 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001: Members of President Bush’s Traveling Staff Learn of Second Crash and Then
Fetch a Television to See Coverage of It

Members of President Bush’s staff who are with Bush at the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, Florida, are informed of
the second plane crashing into the World Trade Center but then have to find a television in order to see the coverage of it. [White
House, 8/12/2002; Rove, 2010, pp. 250; KFDI, 12/11/2012] While Bush goes into a classroom to participate in a reading
demonstration (see (9:03 a.m.-9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001), several members of his traveling staff stay in the “staff hold.” [Rove,
2010, pp. 250] The staff hold, according to deputy White House press secretary Scott McClellan, is “a private room set up as a quiet
work space with secure and non-secure phones for us to use during a presidential visit.” [McClellan, 2008, pp. 101] If you pick up one
of the secure phones, Bush’s senior adviser, Karl Rove, will later write, “someone with a quiet military voice answers, you make a
request, and a moment or two later, you’re talking to anybody you want, anywhere in the world.” [Rove, 2010, pp. 250] The staff
hold, on this occasion, is next to the classroom where Bush is participating in the reading demonstration. [McClellan, 2008, pp. 101]
Staffers Think First Crash Was an Accident - Members of Bush’s staff who stay in the staff hold while Bush joins the reading
demonstration include White House chief of staff Andrew Card, White House communications director Dan Bartlett, White House
staff secretary Harriet Miers, and Rove. [Rove, 2010, pp. 250] Also in the room, according to Rove, are Major Paul Montanus, one of
the president’s military aides, and “the military doctor, the surgeon, and the surgical nurse with a full operating kit” who “stand ready
to go to the aid of the president if he falls ill or is shot or somehow injured.” [KFDI, 12/11/2012] These individuals are aware of the
first crash at the WTC. “All of us are still trying to find out information about that, to confirm what our instincts were,” Bartlett will
recall, “and our instincts were that this was a tragic accident.”
Staffers Learn about Second Crash - After the second plane hits the WTC at 9:03 a.m. (see 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001), the staffers
quickly learn about the incident in calls to their cell phones or pager messages. “[Y]ou could see it, the rippling effect of people being
informed about what was happening,” Bartlett will recall. However, he will say, “most of the tone was disbelief and not knowing what
was going on.” Bartlett learns about the crash in a call from his assistant at the White House, who tells him, “You’re not going to
believe this, Dan, but the other tower was hit.” Bartlett asks his assistant what she means and she says, “Another plane, another plane
hit the other tower, World Trade Center.” [White House, 8/12/2002; White House, 8/12/2002] Rove learns about the crash when
Susan Ralston, his executive assistant, calls him with the news. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001] And Card learns about it from Navy Captain
Deborah Loewer, the director of the White House Situation Room, who is traveling with the president in Florida. After she informed
Bush of the first crash (see (8:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001), Loewer went to a room next to the school and followed events on a
television there. When she sees the second crash, she immediately assumes it is an act of terrorism and goes to inform Card. [Dayton
Daily News, 8/17/2003] She tells him: “A second plane has impacted the towers. The nation is under attack.” [Dayton Daily News,
3/16/2003]
Chief of Staff Suspects Al-Qaeda Responsibility for Crash - Card immediately thinks al-Qaeda is responsible for the attack. “My mind
focused on the al-Qaeda network, because I knew that they had attacked the World Trade Center before,” he will recall. “I don’t know
why I thought that, but I did, and I just presumed that it was an Osama bin Laden or an al-Qaeda attack.” [NBC News, 9/10/2009;
BBC, 9/9/2011] Loewer also tells Card to interrupt the reading demonstration and pass on the news to the president. [Springfield
News-Sun, 9/9/2011] He therefore enters the classroom and tells Bush what has happened (see (9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [NBC
News, 9/10/2009; BBC, 9/9/2011]
No Television Has Been Set Up in the Staff Hold - Unusually, a television has not been set up in the staff hold, so the staffers there
are initially unable to see the coverage of the second attack. “Normally there’s a television in the staff hold,” Rove will comment.
“But for some strange reason, this morning at Booker Elementary there was no television in there.” Rove therefore has to go out of the
room, and run “up and down the hallways of the elementary school trying to find a television.” He eventually finds one in a classroom
and then hurriedly rolls it into the staff hold. But he then has trouble connecting it to cable. The first socket he plugs it into doesn’t
work. But after he plugs it into another socket, he gets a signal and the TV starts showing footage of the second crash. [KFDI,
12/11/2012; LBJ Presidential Library, 9/3/2013] Around the same time, those in the staff hold make contact with their colleagues at
the White House and work with them on coordinating a response to the attacks. [White House, 8/12/2002; White House, 8/12/2002]
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(9:04 a.m.-9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Presidential Military Aide Prepares for Air Force One to Leave Sarasota after
Learning of Second Crash at WTC

Military officers exchanging the ‘nuclear football’ under the nose of Air Force One. [Source: J. Scott Applewhite / Associated
Press]Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, a military aide who is accompanying President Bush on his visit to Florida, promptly
arranges for Air Force One to leave Sarasota after he learns that a second plane has hit the World Trade Center. Gould, one of the
president’s five military aides, is currently off duty for a few hours and at the resort on Longboat Key where Bush spent the previous
night (see September 10, 2001), while another military aide, Major Paul Montanus, is with Bush at the Emma E. Booker Elementary
School in Sarasota. Gould was alerted to the first crash at the WTC but thought it was an accident (see Shortly After 8:46 a.m.
September 11, 2001). He is talking on the phone with his wife and watching the coverage of the crash on television when a second
plane, Flight 175, hits the WTC at 9:03 a.m. (see 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001). Realizing this must be a deliberate act, Gould
abruptly ends the call with his wife. “At that point I know something has happened,” he will later recall. “It’s bigger than an accident.
It’s an attack of some sort. I don’t think I thought through what kind of attack it was, but I knew it was something concerted.” Gould
has tactical control of all the military assets that support the president, including presidential aircraft, and he has the ability to move
assets on behalf of the president. He therefore calls Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, immediately and tells him to
get the president’s plane and its crew ready to depart as soon as possible. He then heads to the Sarasota airport, getting there at around
9:30 a.m. After the president’s motorcade arrives at the airport at 9:43 a.m. (see 9:43 a.m. September 11, 2001), Gould meets
Montanus under the nose of Air Force One. Following strict protocol, Montanus gives Gould the “nuclear football”—a briefcase
carried by the president’s military aide that holds the codes and plans necessary for the president to initiate a nuclear attack. Gould
will be on Air Force One with the president when the plane takes off (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001), but Montanus will stay
behind in Sarasota, as is procedure. [Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011; Santa Barbara News-Press, 9/11/2011]

(9:06 a.m.-9:16 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Reads Pet Goat Story for Nearly 10 Minutes; Warned Not to Talk

President Bush and Sandra Kay Daniels read the goat story while the media watches. [Source: White House/ Eric Draper]President
Bush, having just been told of the second crash at the World Trade Center (see (9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001), stays in the Booker
Elementary School classroom and listens as 16 Booker Elementary School second-graders take turns reading “The Pet Goat.” It is a
simple story about a girl’s pet goat. [Agence France-Presse, 9/7/2002; Editor & Publisher, 7/2/2004] The children are just about to
begin reading when Bush is told of the attack. One account says that the classroom is then silent for about 30 seconds, maybe more.
Bush then picks up the book and reads with the children “for eight or nine minutes.” [Tampa Tribune, 9/1/2002] In unison, the
children read aloud: “The—Pet—Goat. A—girl—got—a—pet—goat. But—the—goat—did—some—things—that—made—the—
girl’s—dad—mad.” And so on. Bush mostly listens, but does ask the children a few questions to encourage them. [Washington Times,
10/7/2002] At one point he says: “Really good readers, whew!… These must be sixth-graders!” [Time, 9/12/2001] In the back of the
room, press secretary Ari Fleischer catches Bush’s eye and holds up a pad of paper for him to read, with “DON’T SAY ANYTHING
YET” written on it in big block letters. [Washington Times, 10/7/2002] Some news articles will claim that Bush leaves the classroom
at 9:12 a.m. [New York Times, 9/16/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Daily Mail, 9/8/2002] However, a videotape of the event
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lasts for “at least seven additional minutes” and ends before Bush leaves the classroom. [Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ] Much of
this video footage will be shown in Michael Moore’s 2004 documentary film Fahrenheit 9/11 (see June 25, 2004). [New York Times,
6/18/2004]

(9:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Told WTC Hit Again and US Is Under Attack; He Continues Photo-Op

Andrew Card speaks to President Bush and tells him of the second World Trade Center crash. [Source: Agence France-
Presse]President Bush is in a Booker Elementary School second-grader classroom. His chief of staff, Andrew Card, enters the room
and whispers into his ear, “A second plane hit the other tower, and America’s under attack.” [Education Channel, 9/11/2001; New
York Times, 9/16/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Albuquerque Tribune, 9/10/2002; ABC News, 9/11/2002; Washington Times,
10/8/2002] Intelligence expert James Bamford describes Bush’s reaction: “Immediately [after Card speaks to Bush] an expression of
befuddlement passe[s] across the president’s face. Then, having just been told that the country was under attack, the commander in
chief appear[s] uninterested in further details. He never ask[s] if there had been any additional threats, where the attacks were coming
from, how to best protect the country from further attacks.… Instead, in the middle of a modern-day Pearl Harbor, he simply turn[s]
back to the matter at hand: the day’s photo-op.” [Bamford, 2002, pp. 633] Bush begins listening to a story about a goat. But despite
the pause and change in children’s exercises, as one newspaper put it, “For some reason, Secret Service agents [do] not bustle him
away.” [Globe and Mail, 9/12/2001] Bush later says of the experience: “I am very aware of the cameras. I’m trying to absorb that
knowledge. I have nobody to talk to. I’m sitting in the midst of a classroom with little kids, listening to a children’s story and I realize
I’m the commander in chief and the country has just come under attack.” [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] Bush continues to listen to
the goat story for several more minutes. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 38-39] According to author Christopher Andersen, the
reason he does this is, “Without all the facts at hand, George Bush ha[s] no intention of upsetting the schoolchildren who had come to
read for him.” [CBS News, 11/1/2002] Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport is only three and a half miles away. In fact, the
elementary school was chosen for the photo-op partly because of its closeness to the airport. [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/12/2002]
Why the Secret Service does not move Bush away from his publicized location (see September 7, 2001) that morning remains unclear.

(9:16 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Takes His Time Leaving Classroom Photo-Op
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Bush continues to read the goat story. [Source: Lions Gate Films]President Bush leaves the Sarasota classroom where he has been
since about 9:03 a.m.(see 9:03 a.m. September 11, 2001). The children finish their lessons and put away their readers. [Sarasota
Magazine, 9/19/2001] Bush advises the children to stay in school and be good citizens. [Tampa Tribune, 9/1/2002; St. Petersburg
Times, 9/8/2002] He also tells the children, “Thank you all so very much for showing me your reading skills.” [ABC News,
9/11/2002] One student also asks Bush a question, and Bush gives a quick response on his education policy. [New York Post,
9/12/2002] A reporter asks, “Mr. President, are you aware of the reports of the plane crash in New York? Is there any…” This
question is interrupted by an aide who has come into the room, saying, “All right. Thank you. If everyone could please step outside.”
Bush then says, “We’ll talk about it later.” [CBS News, 9/11/2002] Bush then tells school principal Gwen Tose-Rigell, who is in the
room, about the terror attacks and why he has to leave. [Washington Times, 10/7/2002] He then goes into an empty classroom next
door and meets with his staff there. [ABC News, 9/11/2002] Bush’s program with the children was supposed to start at 9:00 a.m. and
end 20 minutes later. [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/16/2001] He leaves the classroom only a couple of minutes earlier than planned, if
at all. The “goodbyes” and questions on the way out may have taken another minute or two.

(Between 9:16 a.m. and 9:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Secret Service Still Does Not Evacuate President Bush From School,
Allegedly at Bush’s Insistence

Frank Brogan. [Source: Publicity photo]The Secret Service later tells the 9/11 Commission that while he is in the holding room at the
Booker Elementary School (see (9:16 a.m.-9:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001), they are “anxious to move the president to a safer
location, but did not think it imperative for him to run out the door.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] Yet according to Philip
Melanson, who is an expert on the Secret Service, “With an unfolding terrorist attack, the procedure should have been to get the
president to the closest secure location as quickly as possible, which clearly is not a school.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Bush
himself later recalls that at this time, “[T]he Secret Service and the Mil Aide [military aide] was in the process of getting information
about where the president ought to go. One thing for certain, I needed to get out of where I was.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 93] Yet he does
not immediately leave the school, and will remain there to give a brief statement in its library (see 9:30 a.m. September 11, 2001).
According to Frank Brogan, the lieutenant governor of Florida, who is also in the holding room at this time, the Secret Service tries to
get the president to return to Air Force One immediately. But Bush refuses, saying he is “committed to staying on the ground long
enough to write a statement about what was happening, read it to the nation and lead a moment of silence for the victims.” [UP
Online, 9/18/2003] Bush himself later says that while he is in the holding room, “I didn’t spend that much time about my own safety
because I knew others were worried about that. What I was interested in is making sure that the response mechanism that was under
my control was sharp and ready to go. And that meant defense, for starters.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 93] Yet he reportedly will not make
any decisions about the response to the attacks until after 9:55 a.m. (see (Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
The 9/11 Commission later claims that, while Bush is in the holding room, “No one in the traveling party had any information… that
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other aircraft were hijacked or missing. Staff was in contact with the White House Situation Room, but as far as we could determine,
no one with the president was in contact with the Pentagon.” [Washington Post, 1/27/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39-41]
In contrast to the Secret Service’s inaction in removing Bush from the school, Vice President Dick Cheney is reportedly “seized by
the arms, legs and his belt and physically carried” out of his office by Secret Service agents around this time, in order to get him to the
bunker below the White House. Cheney himself says the agents “hoisted me up and moved me very rapidly down the hallway, down
some stairs” (see (Shortly After 9:03 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [NBC, 9/16/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001]

(9:16 a.m.-9:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Works on Speech with Staff; Makes No Decisions

Bush in a holding room before giving his speech. Communications director Dan Bartlett points to the TV, and the clock reads 9:25.
[Source: White House]After leaving the Booker Elementary School classroom, President Bush returns to an adjacent holding room
where he is briefed by his staff, and gets his first look at the footage of the burning World Trade Center on a television that has been
set up there. He instructs his press secretary, Ari Fleischer, to take notes to create an accurate accounting of events. According to some
accounts, he speaks on the phone with Vice President Dick Cheney who is at the White House, and they both agree that terrorists are
probably behind the attacks. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 92-93; Daily Mail, 9/8/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] But White House
adviser Karl Rove, who is also in the holding room, will later tell NBC News that Bush is unable to reach Cheney because the vice
president is being moved from his office to the White House bunker at this time. [MSNBC, 9/11/2002] The president speaks with New
York Governor George Pataki and FBI Director Robert Mueller. Bush learns from Mueller that the planes that hit the WTC were
commercial American aircraft, and at least one of them had apparently been hijacked after leaving Boston. According to some
accounts, Bush also speaks with National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice around this time. However, Rice herself will later
suggest otherwise (see (9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 93-94; Daily Mail, 9/8/2002; St. Petersburg Times,
9/8/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] Fleischer and White House communications director Dan Bartlett quickly draft a
statement for the president to deliver in the school’s library, which Bush rewords, scribbling three sheets of notes. Bush will deliver
this at 9:30 a.m. (see 9:30 a.m. September 11, 2001). While he works on the statement, Bush briefly glances at the unfolding horror on
the television. Turning to his aides in the room, he declares, “We’re at war.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 94; Albuquerque Tribune,
9/10/2002] According to the 9/11 Commission, the focus at the present time is on the president’s statement to the nation, and the only
decision made by Bush’s traveling party is to return to Washington. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] Bush will later claim that
he makes no major decisions in response to the crisis until after Air Force One takes off at around 9:55 a.m. (see (Shortly After 9:56
a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]

9:30 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Makes a Scheduled Speech; Proclaims Terrorist Attack on Our Country
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President Bush begins speaking at 9:30 a.m. in the library of Booker Elementary School. [Source: Booker Elementary website] (click
image to enlarge)Still inside Booker Elementary School, President Bush gives a brief speech in front of about 200 students, plus many
teachers and reporters. [Daily Mail, 9/8/2002] He says: “Today we’ve had a national tragedy. Two airplanes have crashed into the
World Trade Center in an apparent terrorist attack on our country.” [Federal News Service, 9/11/2001] The talk occurs at exactly the
time and place stated in his publicly announced advance schedule—making Bush a possible terrorist target. [Washington Post,
9/12/2001; CNN, 9/12/2001; New York Times, 9/12/2001; MSNBC, 9/22/2001]

(After 9:30 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Secret Service Finally Rushes President Bush Out of School

Kevin Down, a Sarasota police officer, recalls that immediately after President Bush’s speech concludes, “The Secret Service agent
[runs] out from the school and [says] We’re under terrorist attack, we have to go now.” [BBC, 9/1/2002] The motorcade departs a few
minutes later.

(9:34 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Leaves Booker Elementary School for Sarasota Airport, Initially Heading in
Wrong Direction; Possible Threat En Route

BushÃ¢Â€Â™s motorcade on its way to the Sarasota airport. [Source: CBC]President Bush’s motorcade leaves Booker Elementary
School bound for Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. It initially heads off in the wrong direction, though, and has to perform a
U-turn in order to proceed toward the airport. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Washington Times, 10/8/2002; Wall Street Journal,
3/22/2004 ; 9/11 Commission, 6/17/2004; Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006] A few days after 9/11, Sarasota’s main
newspaper reports: “Sarasota barely skirted its own disaster. As it turns out, terrorists targeted the president and Air Force One on
Tuesday, maybe even while they were on the ground in Sarasota and certainly not long after. The Secret Service learned of the threat
just minutes after Bush left Booker Elementary.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/16/2001] Kevin Down, a Sarasota police officer at the
scene, recalls, “I thought they were actually anticipating a terrorist attack on the president while we were en route.” [BBC, 8/30/2002]
ABC News reporter Ann Compton, who is part of the motorcade, recalls, “It was a mad-dash motorcade out to the airport.” [BBC,
9/1/2002]

(9:34 a.m.-11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush’s Attempts at Communicating with White House Are Severely
Hindered
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Bush trying to use a cell phone while sitting next to Andrew Card as his motorcade nears the Sarasota airport. [Source: Associated
Press]After departing the Booker Elementary School, President Bush experiences problems trying to communicate with the White
House. On his way to Air Force One, he is unable to get a secure phone line to Dick Cheney, and has to rely instead on using a
borrowed cell phone. According to the CBC, even this cell phone doesn’t work. Lee Hamilton, vice chair of the 9/11 Commission,
claims the difficulty is because the members of Bush’s entourage, all suddenly trying to call Washington, create a “communication
jam.” [9/11 Commission, 6/17/2004; New York Times, 6/18/2004; Observer, 6/20/2004; Canadian Broadcasting Corporation,
9/10/2006] Yet after boarding Air Force One the problems continue, despite the plane’s elaborate communications equipment. Bush
will later tell the 9/11 Commission “that he was deeply dissatisfied with the ability to communicate from Air Force One,” and that
“this was a very major flaw.” Thomas Kean, chair of the Commission, says Bush’s inability to communicate with the White House is
“scary on both sides because the president is the only one who can give certain orders that need to be given.” [NBC, 4/4/2004; 9/11
Commission, 6/17/2004; Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006] Some time before 11:45 a.m., Bush’s senior adviser Karen
Hughes tries calling him through the White House switchboard. In a shaky voice, the operator tells her, “Ma’am, we can’t reach Air
Force One.” Hughes is very frightened as, she says, “I never had that happen before.” [Washington Post, 1/27/2002; Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006]

(Between 9:35 a.m. and 9:43 a.m.) September 11, 2001: White House Chief of Staff Possibly Learns of Threat to Air Force One

White House chief of staff Andrew Card, according to his own later recollections, learns that a threat has been made against Air Force
One while he is traveling with President Bush to the airport in Sarasota, Florida, although other accounts will indicate that Bush and
his entourage are first alerted to the threat at around 10:30 a.m. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 106-107; White House, 8/12/2002; White House,
8/16/2002; White House, 8/16/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554] Card is traveling with Bush in the presidential limousine
to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, where Air Force One is waiting, after leaving the Emma E. Booker Elementary School
(see (9:34 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [St. Petersburg Times, 9/8/2002; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Card will later recall that he
and Bush are “both on the phones,” calling Washington, DC, to try and learn more about the terrorist attacks. He will say that as well
as learning about the attack on the Pentagon (see (Between 9:38 a.m. and 9:43 a.m.) September 11, 2001), “we also heard that there
had been a threat” to Air Force One. “The Secret Service had indicated to us that someone had used the code name for Air Force One
and had indicated that it might be a target,” Card will recall. He will say his goal, therefore, is “to get [Bush] to Air Force One as
quickly as possible and get Air Force One in the air.” [White House, 8/16/2002; White House, 8/16/2002] Apparently contradicting
Card’s claim, most accounts will indicate that Bush and his entourage are first informed that a threat has been made against Air Force
One at around 10:30 a.m. (see (10:32 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 106-107; Woodward, 2002, pp. 18; CBS News,
9/11/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554; Fleischer, 2005, pp. 141-142] But Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Herman, a senior
presidential communications officer who is in Sarasota with Bush, will support Card’s account. He will say that around the time the
president’s motorcade is leaving the school, “There was some question… that Air Force One and the president were a target.” [Marist
Magazine, 10/2002]

9:37 a.m. September 11, 2001: Flight 77 Crashes into Reinforced Section of the Pentagon, Killing 189

The Pentagon explodes. [Source: Donley/ Sipa]Flight 77 crashes into the Pentagon. All 64 people on the plane are killed. A hundred-
and-twenty-four people working in the building are killed, and a further victim will die in hospital several days later. Hijackers Hani
Hanjour, Khalid Almihdhar, Majed Moqed, Nawaf Alhazmi, and Salem Alhazmi presumably are killed instantly. (Typically, they are
not included in the death counts.) [CNN, 9/17/2001; North American Aerospace Defense Command, 9/18/2001; Guardian,
10/17/2001; Washington Post, 11/21/2001; USA Today, 8/13/2002; Associated Press, 8/21/2002; MSNBC, 9/3/2002; ABC News,
9/11/2002; CBS News, 9/11/2002] Flight 77 hits the first floor of the Pentagon’s west wall. The impact and the resulting explosion
heavily damage the building’s three outer rings. The path of destruction cuts through Army accounting offices on the outer E Ring, the
Navy Command Center on the D Ring, and the Defense Intelligence Agency’s comptroller’s office on the C Ring. [Vogel, 2007, pp.
431 and 449] Flight 77 strikes the only side of the Pentagon that had recently been renovated—it was “within days of being totally
[renovated].” [US Department of Defense, 9/15/2001] “It was the only area of the Pentagon with a sprinkler system, and it had been
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reconstructed with a web of steel columns and bars to withstand bomb blasts. The area struck by the plane also had blast-resistant
windows—two inches thick and 2,500 pounds each—that stayed intact during the crash and fire. While perhaps, 4,500 people
normally would have been working in the hardest-hit areas, because of the renovation work only about 800 were there.” More than
25,000 people work at the Pentagon. [Los Angeles Times, 9/16/2001] Furthermore, the plane hits an area that has no basement. As
journalist Steve Vogel later points out, “If there had been one under the first floor, its occupants could easily have been trapped by fire
and killed when the upper floors collapsed.” [Vogel, 2007, pp. 450]

(Between 9:38 a.m. and 9:43 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Bush Learns of Attack on Pentagon

While his motorcade is traveling from the Booker Elementary School to the Sarasota airport, President Bush learns about the attack on
the Pentagon. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39; Fleischer, 2005, pp. 141] How exactly Bush learns of it is unclear, as he is
reportedly experiencing serious communications problems during this journey, being unable to contact his staff at the White House
(see (9:34 a.m.-11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006] His chief of staff Andrew Card is
also in the presidential limousine. [St. Petersburg Times, 9/8/2002] Card will later recall, “As we were heading to Air Force One, we
did hear about the Pentagon attack, and we also learned what turned out to be a mistake, but we learned that the Air Force One
package could in fact be a target.” [MSNBC, 9/11/2002]

(9:38 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Counterterrorism ‘Tsar’ Clarke Possibly Told to Pass on Shootdown Authorization, Earlier
than Other Accounts Claim

According to one account, counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke is given the go-ahead to authorize Air Force jets to shoot down
threatening aircraft around this time. In late 2003, Clarke will recall to ABC News that, minutes earlier, he’d picked up the phone in
the White House Situation Room and called Vice President Dick Cheney, who is in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center
(PEOC) below the White House. He’d told him: “We have fighters aloft now. We need authority to shoot down hostile aircraft.” [ABC
News, 11/29/2003] This call appears to be one Clarke also describes in his 2004 book Against all Enemies, though in that account he
will describe having made his request to Army Major Mike Fenzel, who is also in the PEOC, rather than directly to Cheney.
According to that account, the call occurred shortly before Clarke learns of the Pentagon attack, so roughly around 9:36 (see (Between
9:30 a.m. and 9:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Clarke, 2004, pp. 6-7] Clarke describes to ABC News, “I thought that would take
forever to get that [shootdown] authority.” But, “The vice president got on the phone to the president, got back to me, I would say
within two minutes, and said, ‘Do it.’” [ABC News, 11/29/2003] If correct, this would mean the president authorizes military fighters
to shoot down threatening aircraft at around 9:37-9:38. However, around this time, the president and vice president are reportedly
having difficulty communicating with each other, while Bush heads from the Booker Elementary School to the Sarasota airport (see
(9:34 a.m.-11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [New York Times, 6/18/2004; Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 9/10/2006]
Furthermore, this account contradicts several others. In his 2004 book, Clarke will describe being told to inform the Pentagon it has
shootdown authorization slightly later, some time between 9:45 and 9:56 (see (Between 9:45 a.m. and 9:56 a.m.) September 11,
2001). [Clarke, 2004, pp. 8] According to journalists Bob Woodward and Bill Sammon, Bush gives the shootdown authorization in a
phone call with Cheney shortly after 9:56 (see (Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 102; Woodward,
2002, pp. 17-18; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] The 9/11 Commission will say he gives it in a call at 10:18 (see 10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m.
September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 41]

9:43 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Reaches Sarasota Airport and Boards Air Force One
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Bush boards Air Force One in Sarasota, Florida, waving to people below as if the day were like any other. [Source: Agence France-
Presse]President Bush’s motorcade arrives at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, racing across the tarmac there and pulling up
close to Air Force One. Bush ascends the stairs by the left wing onto the plane. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 98-99; 9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 39] He pauses in the doorway to wave to photographers. The St. Petersburg Times will later note that this raises
“further questions about security [on 9/11].” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Meanwhile, 13 members of the press, and others such
as US Representatives Dan Miller (R-FL) and Adam Putnam (R-FL), hurry onto the plane through its rear entrance. [Sarasota
Magazine, 9/19/2001; BBC, 9/1/2002] Secret Service agents with dogs hurriedly check people’s luggage. [St. Petersburg Times,
9/8/2002] Even White House employees who are wearing special lapel pins identifying themselves as such have their belongings
checked by the bomb-sniffing dogs. According to journalist and author Bill Sammon, the mood is “extraordinarily tense.” A military
aide snaps: “We gotta hurry up and get out of here. Let’s go!” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 99] Secret Service agents are yelling, “Move it,
move it, move it!” [BBC, 9/1/2002] But White House chief of staff Andrew Card is reportedly “frustrated because so many guests
[have] come on the plane and [are] delaying the takeoff.” [St. Petersburg Times, 9/8/2002] Air Force One will not take off until about
9:56 (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001). [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]

(9:44 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Requests Protection for His Family

President Bush’s daughters Barbara and Jenna. [Source: ABC News]After boarding Air Force One, President Bush is concerned about
the safety of his wife and daughters. He heads directly to his private cabin near the front of the plane, and then his first act is to order
his Secret Service agents to get additional protection for his twin daughters, Barbara and Jenna, who are both at university, and his
wife Laura, who is on Capitol Hill (see 9:16 a.m.-9:40 a.m. September 11, 2001 and 9:41 a.m. September 11, 2001). At about 10:37
a.m., Bush will be informed that all three have successfully been moved to safe locations (see (10:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [New
Yorker, 9/25/2001; Woodward, 2002, pp. 16; Sammon, 2002, pp. 99-100, 108]

(9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: White House Military Office Director Told Not to Bring President Back to Washington

Mark Rosenker, the director of the White House Military Office, who is traveling with President Bush in Florida, is advised by the
White House Situation Room not to bring the president back to Washington, DC. Air Force One’s flight plan currently has
Washington as the destination of the president’s plane. [White House, 8/29/2002] And while he was being driven to Air Force One
from the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, Bush had been “itching to get back to Washington,” according to Andrew
Card, the White House chief of staff, who was with the president in his limousine. [White House, 8/12/2002] But as he was traveling
in the president’s motorcade, shortly before it arrived at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, Rosenker learned that a secure
phone call from the Situation Room was holding for him. After the motorcade reaches the airport (see 9:43 a.m. September 11, 2001),
therefore, Rosenker enters Air Force One and goes to an area at the back of the plane where he takes the call. The identity of the
person in the Situation Room he speaks with is unstated. Rosenker will later recall that the person “indicated that it would be best if
we did not come back to Washington, and that we should try to find some escort aircraft for us.” Rosenker then heads to the to the
communications area of the plane and waits for takeoff, so he can then discuss these matters with the pilot, the president’s military
aide, and Card. [White House, 8/29/2002] Air Force One will divert from its original course and head west at around 10:10 a.m. (see
(10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001), and then at around 10:20 a.m., Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana will be chosen as its new
destination (see (10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325]

(9:45 a.m.-9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Vice President Cheney Tells President Bush to Stay Away from Washington

Shortly after boarding Air Force One, President Bush speaks by phone with Vice President Dick Cheney for approximately 10
minutes. [Hayes, 2007, pp. 335-336] According to the 9/11 Commission, Cheney had reached the underground tunnel leading to the
Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House at 9:37 a.m. (see (9:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001). He and
the Secret Service agents escorting him had paused in an area of the tunnel with a secure phone and a television. He’d then asked to
speak to the president, but it had taken a while for his call to be connected. However, elsewhere in its final report, the Commission
will indicate that Bush, not Cheney, makes this phone call, saying that after he’d boarded Air Force One, the president “called the vice
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president.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39-40] Cheney will later recall making “one phone call [to the president] from the
tunnel. And basically I called to let him know that we [at the White House] were a target and I strongly urged him not to return to
Washington right away, that he delay his return until we could find out what the hell was going on.” [Newsweek, 12/30/2001; 9/11
Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 464] He will recall, “What I was immediately thinking about was sort of continuity of government.”
[Hayes, 2007, pp. 335-336] According to notes made by White House press secretary Ari Fleischer, who is with the president on Air
Force One, at about 9:45 a.m. Bush tells Cheney: “Sounds like we have a minor war going on here, I heard about the Pentagon. We’re
at war… somebody’s going to pay.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39 and 463; Fleischer, 2005, pp. 141] Bush instructs Cheney
to call the congressional leadership and give them a briefing. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001] (However, around this time, Capitol Hill is
being evacuated (see 9:48 a.m. September 11, 2001).) The 9/11 Commission will state that, according to “contemporaneous notes,” at
9:55 a.m. “the vice president [is] still on the phone with the president advising that three planes [are] missing and one had hit the
Pentagon.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 40] In his book Against All Enemies, counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke will
indicate that it is around the time this call occurs that he is informed that the president has authorized the military to shoot down
hostile aircraft (see (Between 9:45 a.m. and 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Clarke, 2004, pp. 8] Yet various accounts of Bush and
Cheney’s call will make no mention of the president and vice president discussing any orders or making any decisions. [Sammon,
2002, pp. 101; Woodward, 2002, pp. 16; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39-40; Hayes, 2007, pp. 335-336] Their call apparently
ends around 9:56 a.m.-9:57 a.m., as, according to the 9/11 Commission, Cheney enters the PEOC “shortly before 10:00, perhaps at
9:58.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 40] (However, some accounts will indicate that he enters the PEOC significantly earlier than
this (see (Shortly After 9:03 a.m.) September 11, 2001).) After hanging up, Bush turns to the men who are with him at his desk: his
chief of staff Andrew Card, his senior adviser Karl Rove, military aide Lieutenant Colonel Tom Gould, and Fleischer. He tells them:
“That’s what we’re paid for, boys. We’re gonna take care of this. When we find out who did this, they’re not gonna like me as
president. Somebody’s going to pay.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 101; Woodward, 2002, pp. 17] According to some accounts, shortly after
finishing this call, the president and vice president will be back on the phone with each other (see (Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September
11, 2001 and (Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001).

(9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: National Security Adviser Rice Calls President Bush before Heading to White House Bunker

National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice briefly talks on the phone with President Bush and warns him against returning to
Washington, DC, before she is escorted to the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC), the bunker below the White House.
[White House, 11/1/2001; BBC Radio 4, 8/1/2002 ; White House, 8/2/2002] Carl Truscott, the Secret Service special agent in
charge of the presidential protective division, has just come into the White House Situation Room and told Rice she must go to the
PEOC because a plane may be heading toward the White House (see (9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [United States Secret Service,
10/1/2001; White House, 8/6/2002] But before she goes to the PEOC, Rice wants to talk to the president.
President Told that Washington Is 'under Attack' - Bush has now arrived at the Sarasota airport after leaving the Booker Elementary
School (see 9:43 a.m. September 11, 2001). [White House, 8/2/2002; New York Times, 9/11/2002] Rice calls him and says: “Mr.
President, here’s what’s going on. The Pentagon has been hit.” He tells her, “I’m getting ready to come back [to Washington].”
[MSNBC, 9/11/2002] Bush is “very calm” as he talks, Rice will later recall. Franklin Miller, a senior national security official who
“does defense policy” for Rice, is with the national security adviser. [White House, 10/24/2001; White House, 11/1/2001] He
whispers to her, “Tell him that it may not be wise to come back here, because Washington is under attack.” [White House, 8/2/2002]
Rice therefore tells Bush: “Sir, you can’t come back here. Washington’s under attack.” [MSNBC, 9/11/2002]
Rice Is Being 'Pushed' to Go to the Bunker - The call between Bush and Rice is only short. Rice will say this is because she is “being
pushed” by Truscott “to get off the phone and get out of the West Wing.” [White House, 8/2/2002; CBS News, 9/11/2002] “I had
people pulling at my arm, saying, ‘You have to go to the bunker,’” she will recall. [White House, 11/1/2001] After she has finished
speaking to Bush, Rice heads toward the PEOC. She will enter it shortly before 10:00 a.m. (see (Shortly Before 9:59 a.m.) September
11, 2001). [White House, 8/2/2002; Bumiller, 2007, pp. xiii]

(Between 9:45 a.m. and 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Counterterrorism ‘Tsar’ Clarke Informed that President Bush Has
Issued Shootdown Order, Earlier than Claimed by 9/11 Commission

According to his own account, counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke is informed that President Bush has authorized the military to
shoot down threatening aircraft. Clarke had requested that this authorization be given at around 9:36 (see (Between 9:30 a.m. and 9:37
a.m.) September 11, 2001). In his 2004 book Against all Enemies he will state that he receives a response shortly after the time people
begin rapidly evacuating from the White House, and while Air Force One is getting ready to take off. This would therefore be
sometime between 9:45 and 9:56. He gets a phone call from the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White
House, where Vice President Dick Cheney and National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice are located. On the other end is Army
Major Mike Fenzel. Fenzel tells Clarke: “Air Force One is getting ready to take off, with some press still on board. He’ll divert to an
air base. Fighter escort is authorized. And… tell the Pentagon they have authority from the president to shoot down hostile aircraft,
repeat, they have authority to shoot down hostile aircraft.” Clarke replies, “Roger that.” In his recollection of this call, Clarke
comments, “I was amazed at the speed of the decisions coming from Cheney and, through him, from Bush.” Clarke then gets the
attention of those on the video conference screen for the Pentagon, and informs them, “the president has ordered the use of force
against aircraft deemed to be hostile.” [CNN, 9/12/2001; Clarke, 2004, pp. 7-8] This description contradicts several other accounts of
when the president gives the shootdown authorization. In late 2003, Clarke tells ABC News he gets the go-ahead from the vice
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president “within two minutes” after he requested shootdown authorization, meaning therefore around 9:37-9:38 (see (9:38 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [ABC News, 11/29/2003] Some accounts say that Bush gives the authorization later, at shortly after 9:56 (see
(Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 102; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] According to the 9/11
Commission, it is not given until around 10:18 (see 10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m. September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp.
41]

(9:45 a.m.-9:53 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Passengers Subjected to Security Check while Boarding Air Force One

Secret Service agents inspecting the luggage of members of the media travel pool at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport.
[Source: Steve Nesius / Associated Press]Secret Service agents subject reporters and other individuals who are traveling with
President Bush to a strict security check as they are getting onto Air Force One. Bush’s motorcade has now arrived at Sarasota-
Bradenton International Airport in Florida, where Air Force One is waiting (see 9:43 a.m. September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp.
99; Rochester Review, 9/2004] The plane’s crew members have been told there is a “great potential that we are going to be under
attack sitting on the ramp” at the airport, according to Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot. They have also been told there are
“unidentified people all around the airport,” and that there is a “possibility that we were subject to the plan to go ahead and assassinate
the president” (see (9:04 a.m.-9:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [United Services Automobile Association, 9/11/2011] Reporters who
are heading for the rear entrance to Air Force One are stopped by Secret Service agents and ordered to drop whatever they are
carrying for a security sweep. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 99] One reporter, White House correspondent Richard Keil, will later recall seeing
“a dozen additional Secret Service agents” at the airport, “each with bomb-sniffing dogs.” “We usually have our bags inspected only
once in the morning, as long as we remain inside the secure ‘bubble’ in which the president travels,” Keil will write. But now,
“everyone’s bag had to be re-swept.” [Rochester Review, 9/2004] Even staffers who are wearing special lapel pins showing they are
White House employees have their belongings checked by the bomb-sniffing dogs. Meanwhile, a military aide standing at the foot of
the rear entrance to the plane snaps: “If you’re not essential, you’re not getting on the airplane! We gotta hurry up and get out of
here.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 99] Tillman will recall that Secret Service agents and the plane’s own security staffers are “double, triple-
checking the manifest,” and the bomb-sniffing dogs “search everything” that comes onto Air Force One. “We didn’t want to take any
chances,” he will comment. [United Services Automobile Association, 9/11/2011; US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] The mood, according
to journalist and author Bill Sammon, is “extraordinarily tense.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 99]

Shortly Before 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001: Air Force One’s Pilot Warned about Suspicious Man, Possibly with a Gun, at
the End of Runway

Mark Tillman. [Source: US Air Force]Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, is warned about an unidentified man,
possibly carrying a gun, who is standing at the end of the runway at the airport in Sarasota, Florida, as he is preparing to take off with
President Bush on the plane. [Fox News, 9/6/2011; US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] Bush arrived at Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport after being driven away from the Emma E. Booker Elementary School and is now on Air Force One (see 9:43 a.m. September
11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 98-99; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] While the plane’s crew members were waiting for him to
arrive, they were told there was “great potential that we are going to be under attack sitting on the ramp” and they received “reports of
unidentified people all around the airport,” according to Tillman (see (9:04 a.m.-9:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [United Services
Automobile Association, 9/11/2011]
Secret Service Alerts Pilot to Man Carrying a 'Long Gun' - Now, as Air Force One is taxiing out for takeoff, Tillman receives a
warning from the Secret Service about an unidentified man who is standing by the fence at the end of the runway and carrying some
type of device. The Secret Service “didn’t know what the gentleman had, but he had something in his hand; they thought it might have
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been a long gun,” Tillman will later recall. [Fox News, 9/6/2011] “It is almost impossible to defend against a long gun if he’s going to
shoot me on the ground,” Tillman will note. He is told that “shooters have [the unidentified man] in sight” and “will take him down if
he moves.” He is instructed, “[P]lease, do not taxi by him and take off,” even though the direction of the prevailing wind would
normally lead to the plane going by the man while taking off. [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] Tillman therefore has to launch in the
opposite direction, with a tail wind, in order to stay away from the man. [Wichita Eagle, 11/13/2012]
Plane Takes Off 'Like a Rocket' - Air Force One will take off at about 9:54 a.m. (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001). [9/11
Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] Tillman will climb the plane steeply. This, he will say, is “what we needed to do to make sure that
[the man] didn’t have a correct line of sight to fire at the aircraft.” [Peter Schnall, 1/25/2009] “I start hauling down the runway,” he
will describe. “Pull back, went up at about 8,000 feet per minute, and just put the plane on its tail, rolled it off towards the Gulf of
Mexico, because I didn’t want the shooter to get us.” [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] White House communications director Dan
Bartlett, who is on Air Force One, will note that the plane takes off “like a rocket.” He will recall that “for a good 10 minutes, the
plane was going almost straight up.” [White House, 8/12/2002] White House adviser Karl Rove, who is also on Air Force One, will
comment that he has not previously “been in a jet at such a steep incline.” He will also say the Secret Service is “concerned about the
possibility of terrorists with shoulder-launched ground-to-air missiles” and it therefore wants the plane “out of range quickly.” [Rove,
2010, pp. 252-253]
Suspicious Man Found to Be Not a Threat - The fear over the unidentified man at the end of the runway will turn out to be unfounded.
The man, according to Tillman, is just someone who has come to the airport with his children to see Air Force One leaving Sarasota,
and the device he is carrying is just a video camera. [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ; Wichita Eagle, 11/13/2012]

9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Leaves Sarasota on Air Force One

Air Force One departs Sarasota. [Source: Associated Press]Air Force One takes off from off from Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport in Florida with President Bush on board. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Washington Post, 1/27/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004,
pp. 39] The plane takes off without any fighter jets protecting it. “The object seemed to be simply to get the president airborne and out
of the way,” an administration official will later say. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] There are still 3,520 planes in the air over the US.
[USA Today, 8/13/2002] About half of the planes in the Florida region where Bush’s plane is are still airborne. [St. Petersburg Times,
9/7/2002] Apparently, fighters don’t meet up with Air Force One until over an hour and a half later (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11,
2001). Counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke will claim to have heard at around 9:50 a.m. from the White House bunker containing
Vice President Dick Cheney that a fighter escort had been authorized. [Clarke, 2004, pp. 8-9]

Before 9:55 a.m. September 11, 2001: AWACS Plane on Training Mission Instructed to Follow Air Force One
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Ben Robinson. [Source: US Air Force]An Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) plane is directed toward Sarasota,
Florida, where President Bush is currently located, and will accompany Air Force One as it carries Bush back to Washington, DC. The
AWACS has been flying a training mission off the east coast of Florida (see Before 9:55 a.m. September 11, 2001). NORAD now
instructs it to head toward Sarasota, on Florida’s west coast.
Pilot Thinks This Is an Exercise - Several months previously, Major General Larry Arnold, the commanding general of NORAD’s
Continental US Region, made arrangements with Brigadier General Ben Robinson, the commander of the 552nd Air Control Wing at
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, for AWACS support to be provided during training exercises simulating attacks on the United
States. As Arnold will later recall, the pilot of the AWACS that NORAD now contacts “thought it was an exercise.” However the pilot
is then told “what happened at the World Trade Center” and realizes “his responsibility was to follow the president.” Arnold will say:
“We told him to follow Air Force One, and he asked the question we all asked: ‘Where is it going?’ We said: ‘We can’t tell you. Just
follow it.’” [Filson, 2002; Code One Magazine, 1/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 86-87]
AWACS Escorts President to Washington - The time the AWACS plane gets close enough to Air Force One to be of assistance to it is
unclear. According to journalist and author Bill Sammon, by around 10:30 a.m., it has not yet arrived to protect the president’s plane.
[Sammon, 2002, pp. 107] Arnold will recall that NORAD maintains “the AWACS overhead the whole route,” as Air Force One flies
to Barksdale Air Force Base, then Offutt Air Force Base, and then back to Washington. [Code One Magazine, 1/2002]
AWACS Is a 'Wonderful Asset' - According to Mark Rosenker, the director of the White House Military Office, AWACS planes
“give you the big picture in the sky. They’re able to identify what’s a friend, what’s a foe.” Rosenker, who will fly with Bush on Air
Force One after it takes off from Sarasota (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001), says the AWACS is “a wonderful asset to have up there
for us, it tremendously helped us to be able to guide for where we needed to go, to what potential problems we might encounter.… [I]t
was an important part of what we needed to do to guarantee the safety of the president of the United States.” [White House,
8/29/2002]

(9:55 a.m.-10:04 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Pilot, Secret Service Agent, Military Aide, and Bush’s Chief of Staff Discuss
Destination for Air Force One

Thomas Gould. [Source: Nathan Lipscomb / US Air Force]A discussion takes place on Air Force One between Andrew Card, the
White House chief of staff, Edward Marinzel, the head of President Bush’s Secret Service detail, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould,
Bush’s military aide, and Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot, about where the president’s plane should go. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004,
pp. 39] Air Force One’s original flight plan had Washington, DC, as the destination. [White House, 8/29/2002] And Bush has been
anxious to return to Washington, to lead the government’s response to the terrorist attacks. [White House, 8/12/2002; White House,
8/16/2002; Bush, 2010, pp. 130] But when it took off from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in Florida (see 9:54 a.m.
September 11, 2001), Air Force One had no fixed destination. According to the 9/11 Commission Report, the objective had been “to
get up in the air—as fast and as high as possible—and then decide where to go.”
Washington Considered 'Too Unstable for the President to Return' - Now, in the discussion, it is decided that the plane should head
somewhere other than Washington. Marinzel says he feels “strongly that the situation in Washington [is] too unstable for the president
to return there” and Card agrees with him, according to the 9/11 Commission Report. [White House, 8/12/2002; 9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 39] Mark Rosenker, the director of the White House Military Office, who is also on Air Force One, will recall that the
decision to head to a destination other than Washington is “made based on the fact that the Pentagon had been hit, Washington was
now clearly a target. There were a host of reports coming in that we could not tell [if they] were factual or not.” There is therefore “a
consensus type of a decision made that perhaps we should look at an alternative site, clear the fog, and then make the final decision on
where we would be going.” (It is unclear, however, whether Rosenker participates in the meeting between Card, Marinzel, Gould, and
Tillman.) [White House, 8/29/2002]
President Reluctantly Accepts Decision - The time when the discussion of Air Force One’s destination takes place is unclear.
Apparently describing this meeting, Card will say it takes place “up in the bedroom compartment” of the plane during the first “maybe
five or 10 minutes of the flight,” meaning between around 9:55 a.m. and 10:05 a.m. [White House, 8/16/2002] But according to the
9/11 Commission Report, it takes place at about 9:45 a.m. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] After the meeting, Bush will
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reluctantly accept the advice he is given, to head for a destination other than Washington, and at around 10:10 a.m. Air Force One will
change course and fly west (see (10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 315; Bush, 2010, pp. 130]

(9:56-10:40 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Takes Off, Then Flies in Circles While Bush and Cheney Argue

Air Force One takes off and quickly gains altitude. One passenger later says, “It was like a rocket. For a good ten minutes, the plane
was going almost straight up.” [CBS News, 9/11/2002] Once the plane reaches cruising altitude, it flies in circles. Journalists on board
sense this because the television reception for a local station generally remains good. “Apparently Bush, Cheney, and the Secret
Service argue over the safety of Bush coming back to Washington.” [Salon, 9/11/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] For much of the
day Bush is plagued by connectivity problems in trying to call Cheney and others. He is forced to use an ordinary cell phone instead
of his secure phone. [9/11 Commission, 6/17/2004]

(After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Texas Air National Guard Jets Directed toward Air Force One

Two F-16s belonging to the 147th Fighter Wing. [Source: Gonda Moncada / Texas Military Forces]Four armed F-16 fighter jets
belonging to the Texas Air National Guard are directed toward Air Force One in order to escort the president’s plane. [BBC, 9/1/2002;
CBS News, 9/11/2002; Bombardier, 9/8/2006 ; Rosenfeld and Gross, 2007, pp. 40]
SEADS Sends Fighters toward Air Force One - Air Force One has taken off from Sarasota, Florida (see 9:54 a.m. September 11,
2001), and the White House has requested a fighter escort for it (see 9:59 a.m. September 11, 2001). [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004;
9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 38] NORAD’s Southeast Air Defense Sector (SEADS) orders jets that belong to the 147th Fighter
Wing of the Texas Air National Guard toward the president’s plane. [Code One Magazine, 4/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Rosenfeld
and Gross, 2007, pp. 40] Major General Larry Arnold, the commanding general of NORAD’s Continental US Region, will later
recall: “We were not told where Air Force One was going. We were told just to follow the president.” [Code One Magazine, 1/2002]
Ellington Field an 'Alert' Site - The 147th Fighter Wing is based at Ellington Field, a joint civil and military use airport about 15 miles
south of Houston. [Houston Chronicle, 12/9/2003; GlobalSecurity (.org), 8/21/2005; GlobalSecurity (.org), 1/21/2006] Ellington
Field is one of NORAD’s seven “alert” sites around the US, which all have a pair of armed fighters ready to take off immediately if
called upon. [Airman, 12/1999; Air Force Magazine, 2/2002]
Pilots Not Told What Their Target Is - Two of the F-16s sent toward Air Force One are on the ground at Ellington Field and have
been placed on “battle stations,” with the pilots sitting in the cockpits, when the scramble order is received. [Code One Magazine,
4/2002] The other two have been flying a training mission (see After 9:55 a.m. September 11, 2001), and are pulled off it to escort Air
Force One. [American Defender, 12/2001 ; Spencer, 2008, pp. 255] Among the four pilots are Shane Brotherton and Randy
Roberts. Their new mission is so secret that their commander does not tell them where they are going. When they ask what their target
is, the commander says, “You’ll know when you see it.” Brotherton will later recall, “I didn’t have any idea what we were going up
[for] until that point.” [CBS News, 9/11/2002; Spencer, 2008, pp. 255]
Jets First to Reach Air Force One - At least two of the 147th Fighter Wing F-16s will be seen from Air Force One at around 11:30
a.m., although an official will tell reporters on board that fighters are escorting the plane about 15 minutes before that time (see (11:29
a.m.) September 11, 2001). They are the first fighters to reach Air Force One after it left Sarasota, according to most accounts. [USA
Today, 9/11/2001; CBS News, 9/11/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 87; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004; Rosenfeld and Gross, 2007, pp. 40;
Spencer, 2008, pp. 255] However, a few accounts will indicate the first jets to reach it belong to a unit of the Florida Air National
Guard located at Jacksonville International Airport (see (10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [US Department of Defense, 9/2001; Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001] The 147th Fighter Wing F-16s will accompany Air Force One all the way to Washington, DC. [Filson, 2003,
pp. 87-88; Galveston County Daily News, 7/9/2005]

(Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Bush and Cheney Confer; Bush Supposedly Gives Shootdown Authorization

President Bush talks on the phone to Vice President Dick Cheney. Cheney recommends that Bush authorize the military to shoot
down any plane that might be under the control of hijackers. “I said, ‘You bet,’” Bush later recalls. “We had a little discussion, but not
much.” [USA Today, 9/16/2001; Newsday, 9/23/2001; Washington Post, 1/27/2002; CBS News, 9/11/2002] Bush recalls that this isn’t
a difficult decision for him to make, “once I realized there was a protocol… because again, I now realized we’re under attack. This is
a war.” According to journalists Bob Woodward and Bill Sammon, this call between Bush and Cheney takes place shortly after 9:56,
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when Air Force One took off from the Sarasota airport. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 102; Woodward, 2002, pp. 17-18; Washington Post,
1/27/2002] Consistent with this, Bush and Cheney will tell the 9/11 Commission that Bush gives the shootdown authorization during
a call estimated to occur between about 10:00 and 10:15 (see (Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001). But the 9/11
Commission will say the authorization is given in a later call, at 10:18 (see 10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m. September 11, 2001). [9/11
Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 40-41] Bush later indicates that he doesn’t make any major decisions about how to respond to the attacks
until after boarding Air Force One, which fits with these accounts of him approving shootdown authorization after take off. [White
House, 12/4/2001; Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ] But according to counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke, the authorization is
given earlier, at some point between about 9:38 and 9:56 (see (9:38 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (Between 9:45 a.m. and 9:56 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [ABC News, 11/29/2003; Clarke, 2004, pp. 8]

(Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush May Speak with Defense Secretary Rumsfeld about
Shootdown Procedure; Accounts Conflict

Just after President Bush authorizes the military to shoot down threatening aircraft, he speaks with Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld about this, according to some accounts. According to the Washington Post, Bush gave the shootdown authorization after
taking off on Air Force One (see (Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). He then talks “to Rumsfeld to clarify the procedures
military pilots should follow in trying to force an unresponsive plane to the ground before opening fire on it. First, pilots would seek
to make radio contact with the other plane and tell the pilot to land at a specific location. If that failed, the pilots were to use visual
signals. These included having the fighters fly in front of the other plane. If the plane continued heading toward what was seen as a
significant target with apparently hostile intent, the US pilot would have the authority to shoot it down.” [Washington Post,
1/27/2002] Journalist and author Bill Sammon will give a similar account, saying that, having spoken with Vice President Dick
Cheney soon after Air Force One took off, Bush “then explained the shootdown order to Donald Rumsfeld, who was at the still-
burning Pentagon.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 102] The 9/11 Commission will concur that the “president apparently spoke to Secretary
Rumsfeld for the first time… shortly after 10:00.” However, contradicting earlier accounts, it will say, “No one can recall the content
of this conversation, but it was a brief call in which the subject of shootdown authority was not discussed” (see (10:00 a.m.-10:30
a.m.) September 11, 2001). According to the Commission, furthermore, the phone call between Bush and Cheney where the president
gives the shootdown authorization is not until 10:18 (see 10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m. September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004,
pp. 41 and 43] Bush’s senior adviser Karl Rove, who is on Air Force One with the president, will also say this critical call occurs “at
about 10:20,” and add that, after it, Bush reports that he has just talked to Rumsfeld as well as Cheney. [MSNBC, 9/11/2002]
Rumsfeld will indicate he first learns that shootdown authorization has been given from Cheney rather than Bush, telling the 9/11
Commission that the vice president “informed me of the president’s authorization to shoot down hostile aircraft” over the air threat
conference call. [9/11 Commission, 3/23/2004] The conversation he is referring to does not occur until 10:39 a.m. (see 10:39 a.m.
September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 43]

(10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Alert Fighters at Tyndall Air Base Do Not Launch to Escort Air Force One

Logo of the 148th Fighter Wing. [Source: Air National Guard]Although the White House has requested a fighter escort for Air Force
One (see 9:59 a.m. September 11, 2001), fighter jets that are kept on alert at Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida reportedly fail to
launch in order to accompany the president’s plane after it takes off from Sarasota, Florida (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001).
[Filson, 2003, pp. 87; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 38]
Fighters on 'Battle Stations' but Not Launched - The 148th Fighter Wing of the Minnesota Air National Guard has a full time active
duty detachment at Tyndall Air Force Base, near Panama City. [Filson, 1999; US Air Force, 2004; GlobalSecurity (.org), 8/21/2005]
This unit serves as one of NORAD’s seven “alert” sites around the US, which all have a pair of fighter jets on the runway, armed,
fueled, and ready to take off within minutes if called upon. [Airman, 12/1999; Air Force Magazine, 2/2002; Bergen Record,
12/5/2003] But, according to the 1st Air Force’s book about 9/11, although NORAD’s Southeast Air Defense Sector (SEADS) puts
the alert jets at Tyndall on “battle stations,” it does not launch them. The jets’ pilots sit “in their cockpits awaiting word to go, but Air
Force One moved so quickly they were never scrambled.” Instead, F-16s from Ellington Field in Texas are scrambled, and escort Air
Force One to Barksdale Air Force Base (see (After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Filson,
2003, pp. 87] However, in a 2002 interview, Major General Larry Arnold, the commanding general of NORAD’s Continental US
Region, will claim that after NORAD is told “just to follow the president” on Air Force One, it “scrambled available airplanes from
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Tyndall and then from Ellington in Houston, Texas. The Ellington F-16s chased Air Force One and landed with the president at
Barksdale AFB in Louisiana.” [Code One Magazine, 1/2002]
Other Alert Fighters in Florida Not Launched - NORAD also keeps two fighters on alert at Homestead Air Reserve Base, near Miami,
Florida, but it is unclear whether these are scrambled after Air Force One, and apparently they never accompany the president’s plane
(see (10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). Philip Melanson, an expert on the Secret Service, will later comment: “I can’t imagine by what
glitch the protection was not provided to Air Force One as soon as it took off. I would have thought there’d be something in place
whereby one phone call from the head of the security detail would get the fighters in the air immediately.” [Filson, 2003, pp. 87; St.
Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004]

(Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush and Vice President Cheney Said to Confer on
Shootdown Orders; 9/11 Commission Later Doubts Their Account

Dick Cheney talking to Condoleezza Rice. [Source: David Bohrer / White House] (click image to enlarge)According to the 9/11
Commission, Vice President Dick Cheney is told that the Air Force is trying to establish a combat air patrol (CAP) over Washington.
Cheney, who is in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House, then calls President Bush on Air
Force One to discuss the rules of engagement for this CAP. Cheney later tells the 9/11 Commission that he’d felt “it did no good to
establish the CAP unless the pilots had instructions on whether they were authorized to shoot if the plane would not divert.” He recalls
that “the president signed off on that concept.” Bush will recall this phone call and emphasize to the 9/11 Commission that, during it,
he had authorized the shootdown of hijacked aircraft. National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice, who is in the PEOC with Cheney,
will tell the Commission she recalls hearing Cheney inform the president: “Sir, the CAPs are up. Sir, they’re going to want to know
what to do.” Then she hears Cheney say, “Yes sir.” However, as the Commission will later note, “Among the sources that reflect other
important events that morning there is no documentary evidence for this call, although the relevant sources are incomplete” (see (Mid
2004)). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 40-41] Reportedly, some members of the Commission’s staff will not believe this call
between Bush and Cheney ever took place. [Newsweek, 6/20/2004] Cheney phones Bush at 10:18 (see 10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m.
September 11, 2001). According to the 9/11 Commission, it is in fact during that call that Bush authorizes the military to shoot down
threatening aircraft. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 41]

(10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Fighters Possibly Scrambled from Florida Air Base toward Air Force One, but Apparently
Do Not Reach It

An F-15 Eagle from the 125th Fighter Wing. [Source: Shaun Withers / US Air Force]Fighter jets belonging to a military unit in
Jacksonville, Florida, launch to escort Air Force One after it takes off from Sarasota, Florida (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001),
some accounts will later indicate. [New York Times, 9/16/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] However, other accounts will indicate
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that these jets, if launched, never reach the president’s plane. [Code One Magazine, 1/2002; CBS News, 9/11/2002; Spencer, 2008, pp.
255]
Fighters Reportedly Launched - The New York Times will report that at 10:41 a.m., Air Force One is “headed toward Jacksonville to
meet jets scrambled to give the presidential jet its own air cover.” [New York Times, 9/16/2001] And, according to a report in the
Daily Telegraph, after Air Force One climbs to 40,000 feet, it is “joined by an escort of F-16 fighters from a base near Jacksonville.”
[Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] These reports are presumably referring to jets belonging to the 125th Fighter Wing, a unit of the
Florida Air National Guard located at Jacksonville International Airport. The wing keeps two F-15s on alert at Homestead Air
Reserve Base, near Miami, ready for immediate takeoff, as part of NORAD’s air sovereignty mission. [Airman, 12/1999;
GlobalSecurity (.org), 8/21/2005; Florida Air National Guard, 2009]
Fighters Likely Launched from Homestead - If 125th Fighter Wing jets are scrambled to accompany Air Force One, it appears they
would be the unit’s F-15s on alert at Homestead, rather than its fighters at Jacksonville Airport. Major Charles Chambers, who is at
the National Military Command Center at the Pentagon, will state within a week of the attacks, “Fighters had been scrambled from
Homestead [Air Reserve Base] and were escorting Air Force One westward.” [US Department of Defense, 9/2001] In contrast, at
Jacksonville International Airport, according to a 2007 report in the Florida Times-Union, “Within hours of the 2001 terrorist attacks,
the wing’s aircraft were sitting on a JIA runway ready for the order to scramble.” [Florida Times-Union, 9/15/2007] And an account
published by the Florida Air National Guard will only say, “On Sept. 11, 2001, several loaded F-15 aircraft lined Runway 13/31 [at
Jacksonville Airport] for the first time in history.” [Eagle's Eye, 2007 ]
Fighters Apparently Do Not Reach Air Force One - Most accounts will contradict Chambers’ claim that, if indeed 125th Fighter Wing
jets are scrambled toward the president’s plane, they are subsequently “escorting Air Force One westward.” According to the 1st Air
Force’s book about 9/11, it is in fact “[f]our F-16s from the 147th Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard,” that accompany Air
Force One “from the panhandle of Florida to Barksdale Air Force Base.” [Filson, 2003, pp. 87] CBS News will report that the first
fighters to reach Air Force One are two F-16s from the 147th Fighter Wing (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [CBS News,
9/11/2002; Spencer, 2008, pp. 255] And Major General Larry Arnold, the commanding general of NORAD’s Continental US Region,
will only say that 147th Fighter Wing F-16s “chased Air Force One and landed with the president at Barksdale AFB in Louisiana,”
making no mention of any 125th Fighter Wing jets being scrambled. [Code One Magazine, 1/2002] At NORAD’s other alert site in
Florida besides Homestead—a unit at Tyndall Air Force Base—the two alert fighters are put on “battle stations,” but apparently do
not take off to escort Air Force One (see (10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Filson, 2003, pp. 87]

(After 10:06 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Is Told of Flight 93 Crash, Wonders If It Was Shot Down

President Bush is told that Flight 93 crashed a few minutes after it happened, but the exact timing of this notice is unclear. Because of
Vice President Cheney’s earlier order, he asks, “Did we shoot it down or did it crash?” Several hours later, he is assured that it
crashed. [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]

(10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Turns West, Away from Washington

Air Force One, the president’s plane, changes course and heads west instead of north toward Washington, DC, but it currently has no
specific destination. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] Washington had been Air Force One’s original destination. [White
House, 8/29/2002; Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011] And President Bush has been anxious to return to the capital. [White House,
8/12/2002; White House, 8/16/2002] But when it took off from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in Florida (see 9:54 a.m.
September 11, 2001), Air Force One had no fixed destination. There has been a discussion between the plane’s pilot, the lead Secret
Service agent on the plane, Bush’s military aide, and Bush’s chief of staff, about where to go, and it was decided that Washington was
too unsafe to be their destination (see (9:55 a.m.-10:04 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39] This
decision is now passed on to the president.
President Notified of Decision to Change Course - In his 2010 memoir, Bush will recall that “[s]hortly after we took off from
Sarasota,” Andrew Card, his chief of staff, and Edward Marinzel, the lead Secret Service agent, “said conditions in Washington were
too volatile, the danger of attack too high. The FAA believed six planes had been hijacked, meaning three more could be in the air.”
[Bush, 2010, pp. 130] Card tells Bush: “We’ve got to let the dust settle before we go back. We’ve got to find out what’s going on.”
[White House, 8/16/2002] Bush tells Card and Marinzel he is “not going to let terrorists scare me away.” He says: “I’m the president.
And we’re going to Washington.” However, Card and Marinzel refuse to back down. [Bush, 2010, pp. 130] Finally, “Bush reluctantly
acceded” to their advice, and so “Air Force One changed course and began heading due west,” according to the 9/11 Commission
Report. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] Bush wants to know where they are now going. Card tells him that their new
destination is still being decided. [White House, 8/16/2002]
Plane Turns West within '20 Minutes of Takeoff' - Air Force One begins heading west “at about 10:10,” according to the 9/11
Commission Report. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] A reporter who is traveling on Air Force One at this time will write that
the plane “suddenly veered west” within “perhaps 20 minutes of takeoff,” meaning before 10:15 a.m. Describing the plane’s initial
route after taking off, this reporter will write, “Assuming that a direct flight from Sarasota to Barksdale Air Force Base [in Louisiana]
would have taken us over the Gulf of Mexico, we can conclude that we flew east (to within sight of the Atlantic Ocean), then north,
then west.” [USA Today, 9/11/2001] However, a few accounts will claim that Air Force One continues flying toward Washington at
this time, and only changes course and heads west at around 10:45 a.m. (see (10:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp.
108-109; Washington Post, 1/27/2002; National Journal, 8/31/2002] At around 10:20 a.m., according to the 9/11 Commission

http://www.nationaljournal.com/magazine/voices-of-9-11-god-bless-you-mr-president-39--20020831
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071801175.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16029680/DH-B7-EOP-Produced-Documents-Vol-IV-Fdr-White-House-Internal-Transcript-81602-Card-Interview-818
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307590615/centerforcoop-20
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16029680/DH-B7-EOP-Produced-Documents-Vol-IV-Fdr-White-House-Internal-Transcript-81602-Card-Interview-818
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307590615/centerforcoop-20
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16029680/DH-B7-EOP-Produced-Documents-Vol-IV-Fdr-White-House-Internal-Transcript-81602-Card-Interview-818
http://www.scribd.com/doc/17362433/T3-B25-Andrew-Card-Press-Interviews-Fdr-81202-KingCNN-Interview-of-Card-111
http://www.scribd.com/doc/17362433/T3-B25-Andrew-Card-Press-Interviews-Fdr-81202-KingCNN-Interview-of-Card-111
http://www.lompocrecord.com/news/local/military/vandenberg/article_c8f36d3a-dc3c-11e0-9f48-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16063471/T3-B1-EOP-Press-Interviews-of-Staff-Fdr-Internal-Transcript-22902-CBS-Interview-of-Gen-Mark-v-Rosenker-White-House-Military-Office-Director-Ang
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16063471/T3-B1-EOP-Press-Interviews-of-Staff-Fdr-Internal-Transcript-22902-CBS-Interview-of-Gen-Mark-v-Rosenker-White-House-Military-Office-Director-Ang
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071801175.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/061512416X/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://web.archive.org/web/20031121154045/http:/www.codeonemagazine.com/archives/2002/articles/jan_02/defense/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416559256/centerforcoop-20
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2002/09/11/60II/main521718.shtml
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2002/09/11/60II/main521718.shtml
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/061512416X/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.fl.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-090402-085.pdf
http://www.fl.ang.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-090402-085.pdf
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/091507/met_199694738.shtml
http://www.scribd.com/doc/12992817/Firsthand-Account-of-Day-of-911-by-Maj-Charles-Chambers-Stationed-in-the-NMCC
http://www.fl.ang.af.mil/resources/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=16295
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/agency/usaf/125fw.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20000303133300/www.af.mil/news/airman/1299/home.htm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/16/us/after-attacks-events-four-days-national-crisis-changes-bush-s-presidency.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416559256/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416559256/centerforcoop-20
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2002/09/11/60II/main521718.shtml
http://web.archive.org/web/20031121154045/http:/www.codeonemagazine.com/archives/2002/articles/jan_02/defense/


Report, Barksdale Air Force Base will be identified “as an appropriate interim destination,” and so Air Force One heads toward there
(see (10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325]

(10:13 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President’s Military Aide Requests Fighter Escort for Air Force One

Michael Irwin. [Source: Publicity photo]Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, a military aide who is accompanying President Bush on
his visit to Florida, makes a call requesting a fighter escort and other assets to support Air Force One as it flies away from Sarasota.
Gould, who has tactical control of all the military assets that support the president, including presidential aircraft, was with Bush on
Air Force One when the plane took off from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (see 9:54 a.m. September 11, 2001). He has
talked with Colonel Mark Tillman, Air Force One’s pilot, about the plane’s ability to evade other aircraft. “At this point we don’t
know the scope of this attack and what’s in front of us,” Gould will later recall. Gould will say that because he “thought there was a
threat,” he makes a phone call and asks for three things: fighter jets to escort Air Force One, a refueling plane, and an AWACS
(Airborne Warning and Control System plane) to provide the ability to “see” around the president’s plane.
Request Relayed over Conference Call - Gould will say, in 2011, that he calls the Pentagon to make this request. [Lompoc Record,
9/11/2011; Santa Barbara News-Press, 9/11/2011] However, other evidence indicates that he contacts the Presidential Emergency
Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House with the request, and the request is then passed on to the Pentagon over the air
threat conference call. A transcript of the air threat conference call shows that at 10:14 a.m., Colonel Michael Irwin, the director of
operations for the White House Military Office, who is in the PEOC, says he has “just talked to [the] mil aide” on Air Force One, and
then adds: “We’d like AWACS over Louisiana. We’d like fighter escort.” [US Department of Defense, 9/11/2001 ]
Fighters and AWACS Later Accompany Air Force One - An AWACS on a training mission off the coast of Florida is directed toward
Air Force One and will accompany it all the way to Washington, DC (see Before 9:55 a.m. September 11, 2001). [Code One
Magazine, 1/2002] Fighters will also arrive to escort the president’s plane. However, it will be over an hour before they reach it (see
(11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001] It is unclear if and when a refueling plane reaches Air Force One.

(10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001: 1st Fighter Wing Cannot Assist NORAD as It Has Been Told to Stand By

Logo of the 1st Fighter Wing. [Source: US Air Force]The 1st Fighter Wing at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, notifies NORAD’s
Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS) that it is unable to provide fighter jets to escort the president’s plane, Air Force One, because
a lieutenant general at the Air Combat Command (ACC) has instructed the wing to stand by. [Spencer, 2008, pp. 239-240] The White
House has requested a fighter escort for Air Force One (see 9:59 a.m. September 11, 2001), and officers at the headquarters of the
Continental US NORAD Region in Florida have been calling around to find any available jets that might be able to provide that
escort, irrespective of what branch of the military they belong to. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 38; Spencer, 2008, pp. 239]
Wing Told to Stand By - As a result, a colonel from the 1st Fighter Wing now calls NEADS. He says that although his unit would
love to help, the lieutenant general at ACC has told it to stand by, as, technically, the wing belongs to ACC, not NORAD. Author
Lynn Spencer will comment, “In times of war, commanders can waive a significant amount of the military bureaucracy and make such
decisions.” However, “they are assuming an enormous personal responsibility if they do so and something terribly wrong happens.”
Personnel at NEADS are thus “reminded of the military bureaucracy governing orders and authorizations.” [Spencer, 2008, pp. 239-
240]
Wing's F-15s Take Off Following Attacks - F-15s from the 1st Fighter Wing will take off later on—“within two hours” of the terrorist
attacks, according to one account—to provide “protection for the National Command Authority and the rest of the nation’s civilian
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and military leadership,” and to patrol the skies of the East Coast. [Air Force Association, 10/2/2002; Langley Air Force Base,
1/2005; 1st Fighter Association, 3/14/2006] Eventually, fighters from Ellington Field in Texas and elsewhere will escort Air Force
One (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Code One Magazine, 1/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 87]
ACC Is Air Force's Combat Arm - The ACC, which is headquartered at Langley Air Force Base, is the main combat arm of the US
Air Force, and is responsible for supplying forces to regional military commanders around the world. [Virginian-Pilot, 9/20/2001; US
Air Force, 2/26/2010] The 1st Fighter Wing is the “host unit” at Langley, and, as such, operates and maintains one of the largest
fighter bases in the ACC. It includes three fighter squadrons, which fly the F-15 Eagle fighter jet. [Virginian-Pilot, 9/20/2001;
Langley Air Force Base, 11/2003; Air Force Print News, 11/9/2006]

10:18 a.m.-10:20 a.m. September 11, 2001: Cheney Calls Bush; Receives Shootdown Authorization, According to 9/11
Commission

In a phone call with Vice President Dick Cheney, President Bush authorizes the military to shoot down hostile aircraft. Minutes
earlier, in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House, a military aide had asked Cheney for the
authority to engage what appeared to be an inbound aircraft, and Cheney had promptly given it (see (Between 10:10 a.m. and 10:15
a.m.) September 11, 2001). During a subsequent quiet moment, deputy White House chief of staff Josh Bolten, who is also in the
PEOC, suggested to Cheney that he contact the president to confirm the engage order. Therefore at 10:18 a.m., according to White
House logs, Cheney calls Bush, who is on board Air Force One, and speaks with him for two minutes. White House press secretary
Ari Fleischer notes that at 10:20 a.m., Bush informs him that he has authorized the shootdown of aircraft, if necessary. According to
the 9/11 Commission, “Fleischer’s 10:20 note is the first mention of shootdown authority.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 41 and
465] Bush’s senior adviser Karl Rove, who is also on Air Force One, gives a similar account, later telling NBC News that “at about
10:20,” Bush goes from his office into the private cabin in front of it, “and took a phone call, and came back in and said that he had
talked to the vice president and to the secretary of defense and gave the authorization that [the] military could shoot down any planes
not under control of their crews that were gearing critical targets.” [MSNBC, 9/11/2002] But other accounts indicate the president
gives the shootdown authorization earlier than this. Bush and Cheney will claim that Bush gives the authorization during a call
estimated to occur between about 10:00 and 10:15 (see (Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 40] Similarly, according to journalists Bob Woodward and Bill Sammon, Bush gives it in a call with Cheney soon after
9:56, when Air Force One takes off (see (Shortly After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 102; Woodward, 2002,
pp. 17-18; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] Counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke says it is given even earlier. He states that, at some
point between about 9:38 and 9:56, he is instructed to tell the Pentagon it has authorization from the president to shoot down hostile
aircraft (see (9:38 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (Between 9:45 a.m. and 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [ABC News, 11/29/2003;
Clarke, 2004, pp. 8]

(10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Heads toward New Destination of Barksdale Air Force Base

President Bush’s travels on 9/11. [Source: Yvonne Vermillion / MagicGrapix.com]Air Force One begins heading for Barksdale Air
Force Base in Louisiana after the base is identified as a suitable interim destination for the president’s plane. [9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 325] Washington, DC, was the plane’s original destination. [White House, 8/29/2002; Lompoc Record, 9/11/2011] But
after taking off from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in Florida without a fixed destination (see 9:54 a.m. September 11,
2001), Air Force One changed course at around 10:10 a.m. and headed west (see (10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001). This was because
it had been determined that Washington was too unsafe for President Bush to return there (see (9:55 a.m.-10:04 a.m.) September 11,
2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 39, 325] At that time, the plane’s new destination was undecided.
Military Base Sought for President to Make a Statement - Andrew Card, Bush’s chief of staff, who is with the president on Air Force
One, will later recall, “And so we started looking at potential Air Force bases or Navy bases where we could land the plane.” [White
House, 8/16/2002] Mark Rosenker, the director of the White House Military Office, will recall that Card comes up to him in the
communications area of the plane and says, “We need to find a facility, a base that we can get to in a relatively short period of time so
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that the president can make a statement.” [White House, 8/29/2002]
Secret Service Told of Bush's Desire to Land - Card will recall: “I had a goal of landing the plane within an hour and a half. It was
somewhat arbitrary, but I wanted to get the president down.” [White House, 8/16/2002] Card similarly tells Edward Marinzel, the
head of the president’s Secret Service detail, that Bush wants to land so he can make a statement to the press. It is also noted “that the
stop would provide an opportunity for the airplane to be refueled and those on board to effect necessary communication,” Marinzel
will say. [United States Secret Service, 2001]
Offutt Air Base Rejected as Destination - Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, Bush’s military aide, quickly researches the
possibilities. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] The first plan that is considered, according to Rosenker, is to fly all the way out
to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, but this idea is dismissed because it would take too long to get there, and it is “very important to
the president to address the nation and make sure that the people could see that he was safe and in total control of the situation.”
[White House, 8/29/2002] (Air Force One will in fact head to Offutt later in the day, landing there at 2:50 p.m. (see 2:50 p.m.
September 11, 2001).)
Barksdale Makes 'the Greatest Sense' - Instead, at around 10:20 a.m., Gould identifies Barksdale Air Force Base as “an appropriate
interim destination,” according to the 9/11 Commission Report. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325-326] Rosenker will recall:
“Barksdale made the greatest sense to us. It was a highly secure Air Force base, had B-52s there; they had the capability to do what
was necessary to secure Air Force One and to make sure that the president was safe, and make sure that we could provide the
appropriate communications facility so the president could make his statement.” [White House, 8/29/2002]
Bush Agrees with Decision to Head to Barksdale - The final decision to head to Barksdale Air Base is made by Card, “after talking to
the military and the Secret Service,” according to White House press secretary Ari Fleischer. [Fleischer, 2005, pp. 142] Bush agrees
with the decision and Barksdale becomes his plane’s new destination. [Bush, 2010, pp. 130; Rove, 2010, pp. 255] Air Force One will
land at Barksdale Air Force Base at around 11:45 a.m. (see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325]

(10:32 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Vice President Cheney Warns President Bush about Threat to Air Force One

Vice President Dick Cheney phones President Bush and tells him the White House has received a credible threat against Air Force
One. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 106-107; Woodward, 2002, pp. 18; CBS News, 9/11/2002] The White House has just received an
anonymous phone call in which the caller said the president’s plane would be the next terrorist target (see (10:30 a.m.) September 11,
2001). [Woodward, 2002, pp. 18; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554] The caller referred to the plane as “Angel,” which is the
Secret Service’s code name for Air Force One. [Fleischer, 2005, pp. 141-142] Details of the call were passed on to government
officials, including Cheney, in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House. [White House,
11/19/2001; Newsweek, 12/30/2001; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554]
Cheney Tells Bush about 'Credible' Threat - Cheney now tells Bush: “We’re getting reports of a threat against you. It appears
credible,” Major Robert Darling of the White House Military Office, who is with Cheney in the PEOC, will later recall. Cheney says,
“We’re scrambling fighter escorts and the Secret Service is taking internal precautions on board Air Force One.” [Darling, 2010, pp.
61] Bush turns to Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, his military aide, and passes on the news, saying, “A call came into the White
House switchboard saying, ‘Angel is next.’” Bush then continues talking with Cheney and says, “We’re at war, Dick, and we’re going
to find out who did this and we’re going to kick their ass.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 107; Fleischer, 2005, pp. 141-142]
Pilot Told of Threat and Asks for Guard at Cockpit Door - Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, is told about the threat.
[CBS News, 9/11/2002] Noting that “Angel” is “a classified call sign of Air Force One,” Tillman will comment that “the only people
that knew that call sign was us, [the] Secret Service, and the staff.” Therefore, he will say, “for somebody [to] call into the White
House and say that Angel was next, that was just incredible.” [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] “It was serious before that, but now… no
longer is it a time to get the president home,” Tillman will comment. “We actually have to consider everything we say. Everything we
do could be intercepted and we have to make sure that no one knows what our position is.” Tillman asks to have an armed guard at his
cockpit door. Secret Service agents double-check the identity of everyone on the plane, while the crew reviews the emergency
evacuation plan. [CBS News, 9/11/2002]
Threat Influences Decision to Fly to Nebraska - White House press secretary Ari Fleischer, who is on Air Force One with Bush, will
say the threat against the president’s plane is what leads to the decision to take Bush to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska (see 2:50
p.m. September 11, 2001) and is also one of the reasons why Bush does not head back to Washington, DC, right away. [White House,
9/12/2001] However, during the afternoon, the Secret Service will determine that the reported threat was unfounded. [9/11
Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554] Shortly after Bush learns about the threat, Tillman will be informed that an aircraft that may have
been hijacked is heading toward Air Force One (see (10:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [CBS News, 9/11/2002; CBS News, 1/17/2009]
White House chief of staff Andrew Card will say he in fact learned a threat had been made against Air Force One almost an hour
earlier, while he was being driven with Bush to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (see (Between 9:35 a.m. and 9:43 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [White House, 8/12/2002; White House, 8/16/2002; White House, 8/16/2002]

(10:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Possibly Hijacked Aircraft Flying toward Air Force One
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Mark Rosenker. [Source: National Transportation Safety Board]The FAA’s Jacksonville Center informs the pilot of Air Force One
that an unidentified aircraft is heading toward his plane, and this aircraft is out of radio contact, has its transponder off, and might be
another hijacking. Air Force One is currently flying toward Gainesville in northern Florida. [CBS News, 9/11/2002; CBS News,
1/17/2009; Peter Schnall, 1/25/2009] Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, has just been informed that President Bush,
who is on the plane, has been called by Vice President Dick Cheney, and Cheney told the president that an anonymous threat has been
phoned into the White House, stating that Air Force One is the next target (see (10:32 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp.
106-107; CBS News, 9/11/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554]
Suspicious Plane Descending toward Air Force One - Tillman is now notified of the suspicious aircraft by the Jacksonville Center. He
will later recall that the Jacksonville Center air traffic controller says there is “an aircraft coming at us, descending… and… its
transponder was not on, and they had no idea who it was. It could have been another hijacked airliner. They weren’t sure.” The
controller tells Tillman the aircraft is “behind you 10 miles, descending at least, flight level 3-5-0, looks to be holding there.” He adds:
“Apparently we’ve lost radio contact with them. Are you aware of them?” Tillman replies, “Affirmative.” [Peter Schnall, 1/25/2009]
The FAA reports this suspicious aircraft over the Pentagon’s air threat conference call at 10:39 a.m., saying the Jacksonville Center
“is not working the aircraft. He’s not under [air traffic control] control.” [US Department of Defense, 9/11/2001 ] Major Robert
Darling of the White House Military Office, who is in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House,
will later recall that around this time, those in the PEOC receive word “of an unaccounted-for airliner last seen in the Atlanta, Georgia,
area headed southeast toward Florida.” It is unclear if this is the aircraft that Tillman is warned about. [Darling, 2010, pp. 61]
Pilot Tells Others on Air Force One of Suspect Plane - Tillman informs others onboard Air Force One of the suspicious plane. Mark
Rosenker, the director of the White House Military Office, will recall that Tillman “indicated to us that something was coming at us, it
was not squawking [i.e. its transponder was off], it was not turning, and we had a feeling that we were going to be able to get away
from it. But for a moment you ask the question, ‘What could it be?’” A CBS interviewer will point out to Rosenker that since this
“unidentified aircraft… had its transponder off and wasn’t communicating,” it is apparently following “the MO [modus operandi] of
all the other aircraft that attacked that day,” and suggest, “That must have made everybody a little nervous.” Rosenker will reply,
“Well, it did.” However, he will add, “[W]e are clearly on probably the finest airplane in the world, so we were comforted by knowing
that we had the ability to out-run and out-climb anything that was going to get near us.” [White House, 8/29/2002]
Air Force One Heads toward Gulf of Mexico for Safety - Tillman turns Air Force One and heads out to the Gulf of Mexico. He will
recall: “We weren’t sure who was hijacked and who wasn’t, so I went out into the Gulf of Mexico. There’s basically fighters all over
the Gulf that have the capability to make sure that no one comes into the Gulf, penetrates the United States. So I knew I’d be safe out
into the Gulf of Mexico.” He will say he heads to the Gulf “to regroup and figure out where we could bring the president to keep him
safe.”
Suspicious Plane a False Alarm - The concern about the suspicious aircraft turns out to be a false alarm. According to Tillman, “In
reality, just his transponder was off [and] he hadn’t checked in with the controller right afterwards.” [CBS News, 1/17/2009; Peter
Schnall, 1/25/2009]

(10:37 a.m.-11:09 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Plane Incorrectly Reported to Have Crashed at Camp David

The press incorrectly reports that an airliner has crashed on or near Camp David. [Daily Record (Baltimore), 9/12/2001; US
Department of Transportation, 3/2002] Camp David is the presidential retreat, located about 70 miles north of Washington, DC, in the
Catoctin Mountains of Maryland. [Federation of American Scientists, 10/2/2000; Associated Press, 7/30/2007] On Air Force One, at
10:37, White House chief of staff Andrew Card relays to the president the incorrect report of the crash. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 108] At
around 11:09, CBS News reports that “a plane apparently has crashed at or near Camp David.” [Broadcasting and Cable, 8/26/2002]
An early article by Forbes states, “There are reports of a fourth airliner [having] been brought down near Camp David… by US
military fighters.” [Forbes, 9/11/2001] And an early report by the Northwestern Chronicle similarly states, “Air Force officials say an
airliner has been forced down by F-16 fighter jets near Camp David.” [Northwestern Chronicle, 9/11/2001] Theresa Hahn, the
catering manager for a restaurant in the Camp David area, hears the erroneous report. She subsequently describes, “Lots of fire trucks
were on the road and no one can get up there.” But J. Mel Poole, the Catoctin Mountain Park superintendent, states there has been “no
crash at Camp David.” [Daily Record (Baltimore), 9/12/2001] At some point, the FAA calls the military to confirm the crash, and is
reassured that no crash occurred at Camp David. [Freni, 2003, pp. 42] The actual Flight 93 crash site is about 85 miles northwest of
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Camp David. [PBS, 9/11/2001] The Secret Service reportedly tells the White House that Flight 93 may have been on a course for
Camp David. [Pittsburgh Channel, 9/11/2001] And, following a military briefing, Representative James Moran (D-VA) tells reporters
that Flight 93 was apparently heading for Camp David. [Associated Press, 9/11/2001; Wall Street Journal, 9/12/2001] (However, the
9/11 Commission will later state that its intended target was either the White House or the Capitol building. [9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 14] ) The source of the incorrect report of the Camp David crash is unclear. However, when the FAA’s Washington
Center first informed NEADS that Flight 93 had crashed, at 10:15, it simply reported that it had gone down “somewhere up northeast
of Camp David” (see 10:15 a.m. September 11, 2001), so this may have created some of the confusion. [Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] There
are also numerous false reports of terrorist attacks having taken place in Washington, DC around this time (see (Between 9:50-10:40
a.m.) September 11, 2001). Some commentators make the connection that the 9/11 attacks come 23 years after the signing of the
Camp David accords—a peace agreement between Israel and Egypt—on September 17, 1978. [Forbes, 9/11/2001; Village Voice,
9/11/2001; Daily Record (Baltimore), 9/12/2001] WCBS reports, “[T]here is speculation that perhaps, perhaps, this may be in
retaliation for those accords.” [Broadcasting and Cable, 8/26/2002]

(10:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Notified that His Wife and Daughters Are at Safe Locations

President Bush, who is on Air Force One, is informed that his wife, Laura Bush, and his daughters, Jenna and Barbara, have been
moved to safe locations. When he got on Air Force One in Sarasota, Florida, Bush was concerned about the safety of his wife and
daughters, and requested additional protection for them (see (9:44 a.m.) September 11, 2001). At that time, the first lady was on
Capitol Hill, in Washington, DC (see 9:16 a.m.-9:40 a.m. September 11, 2001 and 9:41 a.m. September 11, 2001). Barbara and Jenna
Bush are students at Yale and the University of Texas, respectively. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 100, 108]
President Told Wife and Daughters Are Safe - Edward Marinzel, the head of Bush’s Secret Service detail, who is with the president
on Air Force One, has been contacted by Secret Service Director Brian Stafford, and told that the first lady and the president’s
daughters have all been safely relocated. [United States Secret Service, 2001] This news is now passed on to the president by Andrew
Card, Bush’s chief of staff. Card tells Bush that the first lady is “in a secure location with the Secret Service and that his daughters had
been removed to safer locations,” Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward will later write. [Woodward, 2002, pp. 18] The first lady
is taken to the Secret Service headquarters, in Washington (see (10:10 a.m.-10:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (10:55 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [Bush, 2010, pp. 200-201] Barbara and Jenna Bush are taken to the Secret Service office in New Haven,
Connecticut, and the Driskill Hotel in Austin, Texas, respectively (see 10:51 a.m.-10:57 a.m. September 11, 2001). [Woodward, 2002,
pp. 17]
President Given Phone Number for First Lady - Bush then asks Card, jokingly, about Barney, his Scottish terrier. Card replies, “He’s
nipping at the heels of Osama bin Laden now.” [New Yorker, 9/25/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 108] Bush also requests, and is provided
with, a direct contact telephone number for the first lady. [United States Secret Service, 2001] But according to the president’s senior
adviser, Karl Rove, who is on Air Force One at this time, the news that his wife and daughters have been secured “reassured the
president and allowed him to put off calling Laura until later in the morning, when events provided a brief window to do so.” [Rove,
2010, pp. 258] It will be nearly 11:45 a.m. before Bush is able to talk to the first lady (see (Shortly Before 11:45 a.m.) September 11,
2001). [Bush, 2010, pp. 132]

10:41 a.m. September 11, 2001: Cheney Calls Bush, Warns Him against Returning to Washington

Vice President Dick Cheney calls President Bush, who is on Air Force One, and urges him not to return to Washington, DC. [New
York Times, 9/16/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 108-109; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] Cheney, who is in the Presidential Emergency
Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House, wants Bush to instead go to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, according to the
New York Times. This is because Cheney “knew from his days as secretary of defense” that Offutt has “an extraordinarily
sophisticated Strategic Command communications center.” [New York Times, 9/16/2001] According to journalist and author Bill
Sammon, Cheney tells Bush that he and National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice both think Washington is “no longer safe
enough for his return.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 108-109] Cheney says, “There’s still a threat to Washington.” Washington Post reporter
Bob Woodward will describe: “Signals intelligence and all kinds of reports were flooding in. Given what had happened—four
hijackings—it wasn’t prudent to come back.” Cheney says he is worried that “the terrorists might be trying to decapitate the
government, to kill its leaders,” and Bush agrees with him. Cheney says they have “a responsibility to preserve the government, its
continuity of leadership.” [Woodward, 2002, pp. 18; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] White House press secretary Ari Fleischer, who is
with the president on Air Force One, will recall that around this time—presumably just after the call from Cheney—Bush tells others
on the plane “that the vice president didn’t think it was safe for us to return to Washington until we could get a handle on how many
hijacked planes there were. All planes flying in the continental United States had been ordered to land, but it wasn’t clear that all had
done so.” [Fleischer, 2005, pp. 142] According to some reports, Air Force One is traveling north toward Washington at the time of
Cheney’s call, and shortly afterwards it changes course and heads west toward Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana (see (10:45
a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 108-109; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] However, other accounts, including the 9/11
Commission Report, will state that Air Force One turned west at around 10:10 a.m. (see (10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001) and began
heading toward Barksdale about 10 minutes later (see (10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001; 9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 325]
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(10:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Turns West, Heads toward Barksdale Air Force Base, according to Some
Accounts

Air Force One, with President Bush on board, changes course and heads west toward Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana around
this time, according to some reports, significantly later than is claimed in other accounts, such as the 9/11 Commission Report.
[Sammon, 2002, pp. 108-109; Washington Post, 1/27/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] The president’s plane is currently
flying off the coast of South Carolina and is about half way through its 900-mile journey from Sarasota, Florida (see 9:54 a.m.
September 11, 2001), to Washington, DC, according to journalist and author Bill Sammon. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 109] At 10:41 a.m.,
Vice President Dick Cheney called Bush from the White House and urged him not to come back to Washington, because, Cheney told
Bush, the capital was still too unsafe for him to return there (see 10:41 a.m. September 11, 2001). [New York Times, 9/16/2001;
Washington Post, 1/27/2002]
Air Force One Turns West - According to the 9/11 Commission Report, Air Force One changed course and headed west at around
10:10 a.m. (see (10:10 a.m.) September 11, 2001), and it began flying toward Barksdale Air Force Base at about 10:20 a.m. (see
(10:20 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] However, Sammon will write that Bush gives the order to
divert his plane after receiving the 10:41 a.m. call from Cheney. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 108-109] “Within minutes” of Cheney calling
Bush, according to the Washington Post, “those on board the president’s plane could feel it bank suddenly and sharply to the left, its
course now westerly toward Barksdale Air Force Base.” [Washington Post, 1/27/2002] Barksdale is about 800 miles away, according
to Sammon. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 109] Representative Dan Miller (R-FL), who is on Air Force One, will support the claim that the
plane changes course at this time, around 10:45 a.m. According to the St. Petersburg Times, Miller thought Air Force One “flew due
north for about 45 minutes. Then it turned west.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Miller will tell the National Journal, “I would say
10:45, maybe 10:30 or so, the plane changed course.” [National Journal, 8/31/2002]
Other Evidence Indicates Plane Is Already Flying West - However, in addition to the 9/11 Commission Report, several other accounts
will indicate that Air Force One turned west and headed toward Barksdale Air Force Base significantly earlier than this. A reporter
who is on Air Force One will write that the plane “suddenly veered west” within “perhaps 20 minutes of takeoff,” meaning before
10:15 a.m. [USA Today, 9/11/2001] And Ann Compton, another reporter on Air Force One, writes in her notebook that at 10:29 a.m.,
“We were not en route to Washington.” [Gilbert et al., 2002, pp. 131-132] Furthermore, at 10:42 a.m., an ID technician at NORAD’s
Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS) received a call about Air Force One, in which they were told, “It looks like he’s going
westbound now.” The caller, someone at NORAD’s Southeast Air Defense Sector (SEADS), added that the plane was “west of
Tallahassee,” which is in north Florida, and said, “We called [the FAA’s Jacksonville Center] to see if he was deviating and they said
he, it’s unknown where he’s going at this time.” [North American Aerospace Defense Command, 9/11/2001]

(10:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Flies to Higher Altitude

Pilot Mark Tillman in the cockpit of Air Force One. [Source: CBS News]Reporters accompanying President Bush on Air Force One
notice their plane significantly increasing its altitude. [Salon, 9/11/2001; USA Today, 9/11/2001; Gilbert et al., 2002, pp. 148]
According to Ann Compton of ABC Radio, who is on Air Force One, there is “a noticeable increase in the plane’s altitude” at this
time. [Sylvester and Huffman, 2002, pp. 136] At 11:14 a.m., the reporters on the plane will be informed that they are flying at around
40,000 feet. [USA Today, 9/11/2001] Compton will later recall that around the time it increases its altitude, Air Force One is heading
west, instead of flying toward Washington, DC. A Secret Service agent shakes his head and whispers to her, “We aren’t going home.”
[Gilbert et al., 2002, pp. 148; Sylvester and Huffman, 2002, pp. 136] It is unclear if there is a specific reason for Air Force One’s
increase in altitude. Around 20 minutes earlier, Colonel Mark Tillman, the plane’s pilot, was notified of a threat received by the White
House indicating that Air Force One is a target (see (10:32 a.m.) September 11, 2001), and shortly afterwards, air traffic control
alerted him to a suspicious aircraft that was flying toward his plane (see (10:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 106-
107; CBS News, 9/11/2002; CBS News, 1/17/2009]

(11:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Defense Secretary Rumsfeld Updates President on Rules of Engagement for Fighters and
Increased Defense Readiness Condition
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Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld speaks with President Bush, and they discuss the rules of engagement for fighter pilots and
Rumsfeld’s decision to raise the defense readiness condition to Defcon 3. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 465, 554] Rumsfeld is in
the National Military Command Center (NMCC) at the Pentagon and Bush is on board Air Force One, flying toward Barksdale Air
Force Base in Louisiana. [9/11 Commission, 3/23/2004; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] After Rumsfeld entered the NMCC at around
10:30 a.m. (see (10:30 a.m.) September 11, 2001), he had been concerned with ensuring that fighter pilots defending US airspace have
a clear understanding of their rules of engagement, so they know “what they could and could not do” (see (10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 3/23/2004; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 43-44] He also directed that the nation’s armed
forces go to Defcon 3, an increased state of military readiness (see (10:43 a.m.-10:52 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 326; Goldberg et al., 2007, pp. 131]
President Approves Decision to Raise Defcon - Rumsfeld now speaks with Bush and, according to the 9/11 Commission Report, tells
him that the Department of Defense is “working on refining the rules of engagement, so pilots would have a better understanding of
the circumstances under which an aircraft could be shot down.” Also at this time, according to the 9/11 Commission Report, Rumsfeld
briefs Bush on his decision to raise the defense readiness condition to Defcon 3. When Rumsfeld ordered that the condition be raised,
Vice President Dick Cheney told him to run the issue by the president; Rumsfeld replied that he would “call him shortly.” [US
Department of Defense, 9/11/2001 ; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 465, 554] Bush gives Rumsfeld his approval for having
raised the defense readiness condition. [Washington Post, 9/12/2001; Bush, 2010, pp. 133]
Defense Readiness Condition Possibly Discussed at Later Time - Although the 9/11 Commission Report will say Rumsfeld and
Bush’s discussion of the defense readiness condition occurs at 11:15 a.m., in his 2010 book Decision Points, Bush will write that he
approves Rumsfeld’s decision when he speaks to Rumsfeld from the office of Lieutenant General Thomas Keck at Barksdale Air
Force Base. [Bush, 2010, pp. 133] If correct, this would mean the relevant phone call takes place sometime after 12:11 p.m., when
Bush goes to Keck’s office (see (12:11 p.m.-1:20 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 112-113; American History,
10/2006 ]

(11:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Barksdale Air Force Base Prepares for Arrival of Air Force One and President

Curtis M. Bedke. [Source: US Air Force]Officials at Barksdale Air Force Base, near Shreveport, Louisiana, are informed that a large
plane will be arriving unexpectedly at their base and will require security within the next 30 minutes, and they quickly deduce that the
aircraft is Air Force One, the president’s plane, and start preparing for its arrival. [Associated Press, 10/2/2001; American History,
10/2006 ]
Officers Given List of Requirements for Air Force One - Colonel Anthony Imondi and Colonel Curtis Bedke of the 2nd Bomb Wing
at Barksdale take a call from Air Force One in which they are given a list of requirements requested by the plane’s crew. These
requirements include supplies intended to last for at least a day or two, as the president is currently uncertain of his final destination or
how long he may need to remain airborne. On the list are, among other things, 150,000 pounds of fuel, 75 box lunches, 10 gallons of
orange juice, bagels, muffins, and 25 pounds of bananas.
Commander Deduces Plane Is Air Force One - When Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of the 8th Air Force at
Barksdale, learns of the request, he asks his staff, “Who the heck is this?” His personnel say they don’t know, as the plane would not
identify itself except to say there were distinguished visitors on board and it was “Code Alpha,” which means top priority. The pilot of
Air Force One, Colonel Mark Tillman, then informs the base that the distinguished visitors are four congressmen. However, Keck
suspects the plane is more important and soon works out that it must be Air Force One, carrying the president. He then has just 20
minutes to prepare for the president’s arrival at Barksdale.
Base Prepares for Plane's Arrival - Keck orders his staff to prepare for receiving a large, inbound aircraft, although he and his
colleagues try to keep the plane’s identity secret as much as possible. The order goes out for the requested supplies to be gathered
from the dining facility on the base, the commissary, or from off-base stores. The base’s security forces, and fuels and maintenance
personnel, are instructed to stand by to service the plane. Keck tells the base’s military police unit that the incoming plane will need a
full-on security detail as soon as it stops on the runway. [2d Bomb Wing, 6/30/2002 ; American History, 10/2006 ]
Officer Told Air Force One Landing at Nearby Airport - Captain Russell Stilling, an operations officer with the 2nd Security Forces
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Squadron at the base, is initially told only that an “unidentified aircraft” is inbound. Four minutes later he is called by the Secret
Service, which tells him the aircraft is in fact Air Force One, but says the plane will be arriving at Shreveport Regional Airport, not
Barksdale Air Base, and asks him to assign extra security police. Stilling only realizes Air Force One is landing at Barksdale while he
is still on the phone with the Secret Service and he glances at a camera focused on the base’s runways, which is showing the plane
coming in to land. [Times-Picayune, 9/8/2002] Air Force One will land at Barksdale Air Force Base at 11:45 a.m. (see 11:45 a.m.
September 11, 2001). [Time, 9/14/2001]

(After 11:15 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Russian President Putin Speaks with President Bush

Russian President Vladimir Putin phones President Bush while he is aboard Air Force One. Putin is the first foreign leader to call
Bush following the attacks. He earlier called the White House to speak with the president, but had to speak with Condoleezza Rice
instead (see Between 10:32 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001). Putin tells Bush he recognizes that the US has put troops on
alert, and makes it clear that he will stand down Russian troops. US forces were ordered to high alert some time between 10:10 and
10:46 a.m. (see (Between 10:10 a.m. and 10:35 a.m.) September 11, 2001) Bush later describes, “In the past… had the President put
the—raised the DEF CON levels of our troops, Russia would have responded accordingly. There would have been inevitable tension.”
Bush therefore describes this phone call as “a moment where it clearly said to me, [President Putin] understands the Cold War is
over.” [US President, 10/1/2001; US President, 11/19/2001; CNN, 9/10/2002] Putin also sends a telegram to Bush today, stating:
“The series of barbaric terrorist acts, directed against innocent people, has evoked our anger and indignation.… The whole
international community must rally in the fight against terrorism.” [Russian Embassy, 9/17/2001]

(Shortly Before 11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Traffic Control Reports Fast-Moving Aircraft Approaching Air Force
One

Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, is informed that unidentified fast-moving aircraft are heading toward his plane, and
he becomes concerned that these may be armed fighter jets flown by foreign nationals. While Air Force One is heading out over the
Gulf of Mexico, Tillman receives a call from an air traffic controller at the FAA’s Houston Center who tells him, “Air Force One, you
have fast movers coming up at your 7 o’clock,” which means they are behind and to the left of his plane. Tillman thinks these aircraft
could be fighters that are coming to escort Air Force One. He suggests this to Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Gould, a military aide who
is accompanying President Bush on the plane. But Gould says: “I haven’t’ asked for fighters yet. We haven’t had the chance to do it
yet.” [Aero-News Network, 7/19/2012; Wichita Eagle, 11/13/2012; KFDI, 12/11/2012] (However, a transcript of the Pentagon’s air
threat conference call will show that Gould in fact requested fighters to escort Air Force One at around 10:13 a.m. (see (10:13 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [US Department of Defense, 9/11/2001 ] )
Pilot Told about Foreigners Flying Training Missions in the Gulf - Tillman asks the Houston Center controller, “Who are they?” The
controller replies: “We don’t know. They just popped up on radar.” [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] He says the suspicious aircraft have
“come somewhere out of Texas, we think, or somewhere out of the Gulf.” Around this time, Gould tells Tillman that the Air Force has
informed him there are “foreign nationals in the Gulf of Mexico” who are out training in American F-16 fighters that are “heavily
armed.” Tillman asks the Houston Center controller how fast the suspicious aircraft are flying and is told, “They’re supersonic.”
Aircraft Are Fighters Sent to Escort Air Force One - But then Tillman is called over radio by the pilot of one of the unidentified
aircraft, who says, “Air Force One, Cowry 4-5, flight of two, we are your cover.” [Aero-News Network, 7/19/2012; KFDI,
12/11/2012] The pilot says his estimated time of arrival with Air Force One is in three minutes. [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ] The
aircraft are in fact two F-16s belonging to the Texas Air National Guard that launched from Ellington Field, an airport about 15 miles
south of Houston, in order to escort Air Force One (see (After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [BBC, 9/1/2002; Aviationist, 9/9/2011]
Tillman will later describe this communication as the “coolest radio call I’ve ever heard in my life.” The reason, he will say, is that
even though he can tell the pilots are “Texans, and they had an accent, it was not a foreign accent. So I knew: good people.” [KFDI,
12/11/2012] The F-16s “joined up on us, fighter on each wing, and they protected us for the rest of the day,” Tillman will recall.
[Aero-News Network, 7/19/2012] Passengers on Air Force One will first notice fighters escorting their plane at around 11:29 a.m. (see
(11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001; USA Today, 9/7/2011]

(11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Fighter Jets Finally Reach Air Force One to Escort It
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President Bush (center, bending) and others look out the windows of Air Force One as their fighter escort arrives. [Source: White
House]President Bush, his entourage, and reporters accompanying them on board Air Force One notice fighter jets escorting their
plane for the first time. Air Force One is currently flying westward over Mississippi, toward Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana.
[USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 109; CBS News, 9/11/2002] The White House requested a fighter escort for it (see 9:59
a.m. September 11, 2001) and the Secret Service asked Major General Larry Arnold, the commanding general of NORAD’s
Continental US Region, to provide that escort. [Code One Magazine, 1/2002; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 38; Spencer, 2008, pp.
255]
Passengers Notice Fighters - Now, air traffic control radios Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, and notifies him,
“[Y]ou’ve got two F-16s at about your—say, your 10 o’clock position.” [CBS News, 9/11/2002; Spencer, 2008, pp. 255] Reporters on
board notice a fighter flying alongside the plane’s right wing, and then spot another one alongside its left wing. [USA Today,
9/11/2001] According to a photographer on the plane, these jets are “so close that we could see the pilot’s head.” [BBC, 9/1/2002]
Bush also notices the fighters. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 109] White House Communications Director Dan Bartlett will later recall: “The
staff, and the president and us, were filed out along the outside hallway of his presidential cabin there and looking out the windows.
And the president gives them a signal of salute, and the pilot kind of tips his wing, and fades off and backs into formation.” [CBS
News, 9/11/2002]
Fighters Maybe Arrived Earlier, but Remained out of Sight - According to most accounts, the jets alongside Air Force One belong to
the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard. [CBS News, 9/11/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 87; St. Petersburg Times,
7/4/2004; Rosenfeld and Gross, 2007, pp. 40; Spencer, 2008, pp. 255] But a few accounts will indicate they belong to a unit of the
Florida Air National Guard in Jacksonville (see (10:00 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [US Department of Defense, 9/2001; Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001] Four 147th Fighter Wing jets have been directed toward the president’s plane to accompany it (see (After
9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Rosenfeld and Gross, 2007, pp. 40] But according to Sarasota Magazine, Air
Force One is “currently being escorted by six jet fighters.” [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001] Fifteen minutes earlier, at 11:14 a.m., an
official, whose identity is unstated but who is not a member of the White House staff, told the reporters on Air Force One that the
plane already had plenty of military escort, but the fighters were not visible at that time, presumably meaning they were escorting the
plane from a distance. [USA Today, 9/11/2001]
Jets Protecting '80-Mile Bubble' around Air Force One - The two jets seen by the passengers on Air Force One are reportedly being
flown by pilots Shane Brotherton and Randy Roberts of the 147th Fighter Wing. Roberts will later recall, “We were trying to keep an
80-mile bubble… around Air Force One, and we’d investigate anything that was within 80 miles.” [CBS News, 9/11/2002; Spencer,
2008, pp. 255] The 147th Fighter Wing jets will accompany Air Force One to Barksdale Air Force Base, then on to Offutt Air Force
Base, Nebraska, and finally to Andrews Air Force Base, near Washington, DC. [Filson, 2003, pp. 87-88; Galveston County Daily
News, 7/9/2005]

(11:30 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Congressmen Meet with President Bush

Two congressmen, Dan Miller (R-FL) and Adam Putnam (R-FL), are on Air Force One. They have been receiving periodic updates on
the crisis from President Bush’s chief political adviser, Karl Rove. At this time, they are summoned forward to meet with the
president. Bush points out the fighter escort, F-16s from a base in Texas, has now arrived. He says that a threat had been received
from someone who knew the plane’s code name. However, there are doubts that any such threat ever occurred (see (10:32 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004]

Shortly Before 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001: Fighter Jet Intercepts Suspicious Aircraft Flying toward Air Force One

Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air Force One, is informed that an unidentified aircraft is heading toward his plane, and one of the
fighter jets that is escorting Air Force One then goes and intercepts this suspicious aircraft. [Aero-News Network, 7/19/2012; KFDI,
12/11/2012] Air Force One is flying toward Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana and has now been joined by two F-16 fighters
belonging to the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Rosenfeld and Gross,
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2007, pp. 40; Aviationist, 9/9/2011]
Pilot Says Aircraft Will Be Shot Down if It Is Hostile - The pilot of one of the fighters calls Tillman and tells him, “There’s a guy
coming off New Orleans, looks like New Orleans, and he’s coming off and he’s climbing right at us, he’s coming right up at us.” He
says he has instructed the pilot of the other fighter to head out to locate and identify the aircraft, and, he says, if the aircraft is “not a
friendly, he’s gonna go ahead and splash him.” Tillman asks the pilot, “Who has got shootdown authority here?” and is told, “You
have shootdown authority.” He then phones the president’s office, downstairs on Air Force One, and says to the person who answers,
“Let the president know: the fighters on the wing say that I have shootdown authority.” Tillman then hears “a little chuckle in the
background,” which, he will later say, is the “president and everybody laughing ‘cause Tillman thinks he has shootdown authority.”
Aircraft Is Just a Learjet Flown by a Civilian - The suspicious aircraft is intercepted by the fighter that went to locate and identify it. It
turns out to be a Learjet piloted by a civilian, according to Tillman, which has just taken off from Lakefront Airport in New Orleans.
“My angle coming in [toward Barksdale Air Force Base] was coming right over New Orleans and he’s taking off, coming right at
me,” Tillman will say. [US Air Force, 2/29/2012 ; Aero-News Network, 7/19/2012; KFDI, 12/11/2012] If this is correct, it is
unclear why the aircraft was permitted to take off, since the FAA ordered a nationwide ground stop at around 9:26 a.m., which was
supposed to prevent any aircraft taking off across the US (see (9:26 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [US Congress. House. Committee On
Transportation And Infrastructure, 9/21/2001; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 25] “It’s the only guy in the country that didn’t get
the word we’re not flying today,” Tillman will comment. Finally, according to Tillman, the FAA’s Houston Center gets the Learjet
back on the ground. [KFDI, 12/11/2012] Air Force One then heads on to Barksdale Air Force Base, where it will land at 11:45 a.m.
(see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001). [CBS News, 9/11/2002]

(Shortly Before 11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Finally Talks to First Lady on the Phone

President Bush and his wife, Laura Bush, finally talk over the phone after their previous attempts at calling each other this morning
have been unsuccessful. Bush is on Air Force One, which is descending toward Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana, while the first
lady is at the Secret Service headquarters in Washington, DC, where she has been taken for her own safety. [Kessler, 2006, pp. 136;
Bush, 2010, pp. 132; Bush, 2010, pp. 202-203]
First Lady Reassures President, Says Daughters Are Fine - Bush and the first lady talk over a secure phone line. [CNN, 9/12/2001]
After she hears her husband’s voice, the first lady says to the president, referring to the day’s catastrophic events: “How horrible. How
terrible.” She then reassures him that she is okay. [Us Weekly, 10/15/2001; Andersen, 2002, pp. 6] She says she has been taken by the
Secret Service to a safe location. Bush is “very relieved,” he will later recall, when the first lady then tells him she has spoken to their
daughters, Barbara and Jenna, and says both of them are fine (see (Between 11:00 a.m. and 11:40 a.m.) September 11, 2001). The first
lady asks the president when he is coming back to Washington. He tells her “that everyone was urging me not to return, but that I
would be there soon,” he will recall. “I had no idea whether that was true, but I sure hoped so,” he will comment. [Bush, 2010, pp.
132] (Bush will in fact arrive back at the White House many hours later, at 6:54 p.m. (see (6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [CNN,
9/12/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 128] ) Later reflecting on this call, the president will say his wife “couldn’t have been more calm,
resolved, almost placid” during it, which, he will say, “was a very reassuring thing.” [Newsweek, 12/3/2001] The first lady will
describe the call, saying, “From the way [Bush] spoke, I could hear how starkly his presidency had been transformed.”
Previous Call Attempts Have Been Unsuccessful - Bush and the first lady have been trying to call each other throughout the morning,
but until now have been unsuccessful in their attempts. [Bush, 2010, pp. 202-203] Bush was provided with a direct contact phone
number for the first lady earlier in the morning (see (10:37 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [United States Secret Service, 2001] But before
they made contact, he had “placed several calls,” he will recall, but “the line kept dropping.” Bush will comment, “I couldn’t believe
that the president of the United States couldn’t reach his wife.” [Bush, 2010, pp. 132] The first lady had similarly been trying to call
the president, but also without success. After she arrived at the Secret Service headquarters (see (10:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001), she
“tried to reach [the president], but my calls could not get through,” she will write. John Meyers, her advance man, promised he would
keep trying to contact the president for her. The first lady will comment, “It is stunning now to think that our ‘state-of-the-art’
communications would not allow him to complete a phone call to Secret Service headquarters, or me to reach him on Air Force One.”
[Bush, 2010, pp. 202-203]

11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001: Air Force One Lands at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana
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Air Force One at Barksdale Air Force Base. [Source: Win McNamee / Reuters]Air Force One, with President Bush on board, lands at
Barksdale Air Force Base—the home of the B-52 bomber—near Shreveport, Louisiana. [New York Times, 9/16/2001; Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001; BBC, 9/1/2002] The president’s plane was escorted by fighter jets from the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas
Air National Guard as it came in to land (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Time, 9/14/2001; Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Bush, 2010,
pp. 132] Two of those fighters now land at Barksdale with Air Force One while the other two remain airborne, flying a combat air
patrol over Shreveport and Bossier City. Aircraft and personnel at Barksdale were participating in the major training exercise Global
Guardian this morning, before the terrorist attacks began (see 8:48 a.m. September 11, 2001), and after touching down, Air Force One
taxies past 40 fully loaded B-52s. [Times-Picayune, 9/8/2002; Bombardier, 9/8/2006 ; Draper, 2007, pp. 141] Air Force personnel
dressed in full combat gear and brandishing M-16s then set up a perimeter around the plane. [Time, 9/14/2001] Bush initially remains
on board, gathering more intelligence. There is no mobile gangway on the tarmac and so he is unable to get off through his usual door
in the top half of Air Force One. Instead, the flight crew opens a hatch near the belly of the plane and lowers a set of retractable stairs
while Bush continues working the phones. The president finally gets off the plane just before noon and is then escorted away from it
amid tight security (see (11:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 111-112] The Daily Telegraph will later comment,
“The official reason for landing at Barksdale was that Mr. Bush felt it necessary to make a further statement (see 12:36 p.m.
September 11, 2001), but it isn’t unreasonable to assume that—as there was no agreement as to what the president’s movements
should be—it was felt he might as well be on the ground as in the air.” [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] Bush will remain at Barksdale
Air Force Base for almost two hours before taking off again on Air Force One (see 1:37 p.m. September 11, 2001). [Salon, 9/11/2001;
2d Bomb Wing, 6/30/2002 ]

11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001: Local Media Reports President Landing at Barksdale Air Force Base, despite Intended
Secrecy

Local media outlets report the arrival of Air Force One, with President Bush on board, at Barksdale Air Force Base, near Shreveport,
Louisiana (see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001), even though the president’s location is meant to be a secret. [Salon, 9/11/2001; Rove,
2010, pp. 258] White House press secretary Ari Fleischer has given instructions to the pool of reporters on Air Force One to prevent
them revealing the president’s whereabouts. He told the reporters they could only say they were at “an unidentified location in the
United States.” He also told them to refrain from using their cell phones, and to not even turn their phones on, because the signals
from them might allow someone to identify their location. [Salon, 9/11/2001; USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 110] Bush’s
senior adviser, Karl Rove, who is traveling on Air Force One, will later recall, “The president’s whereabouts were a closely guarded
secret, or at least we thought so.” However, Rove will describe, “Watching local Shreveport television on the final approach to
Barksdale, we saw our plane appear, preparing to touch down with fighter escorts covering us.” Why a television crew is at Barksdale
Air Force Base, and therefore able to film Air Force One landing there, is unclear. [Rove, 2010, pp. 258] Mark Rosenker, the director
of the White House Military Office, who is traveling with the president on Air Force One, will suggest that the media “perhaps
intercepted a message—whether it be by land line or whether it be by two-way radio on the ground—that we were on our way.”
[White House, 8/29/2002] According to Rove, “An enterprising local TV news director had stationed a camera just off the base on the
flight path.” Consequently, “Everyone now knew where the president was.” The Secret Service is alarmed, but, Rove will comment,
“[I]t didn’t seem likely there was a terrorist cell operating in northwest Louisiana and armed with surface-to-air missiles.” [Rove,
2010, pp. 258] Shortly before Bush records a statement at the base, to be broadcast on television (see 12:36 p.m. September 11, 2001),
Air Force personnel will inform the reporters traveling with the president that media outlets have reported that Air Force One has
landed at Barksdale. The traveling White House staff will then rescind the instruction that the reporters cannot reveal their location.
[Salon, 9/11/2001; USA Today, 9/11/2001]

(11:45 a.m.-1:37 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Reports Received of Unidentified Aircraft Approaching Barksdale Air Force Base

While President Bush is at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana, officials there receive reports of unidentified aircraft heading
toward the base. [American History, 10/2006 ] The FAA ordered that all airborne aircraft must land at the nearest airport at 9:45
a.m. (see (9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001) and by about 12:15 p.m., US airspace is clear of all civilian air traffic, with the exception of
a small number of law enforcement and emergency operations aircraft (see 12:16 p.m. September 11, 2001). [US Congress. House.
Committee On Transportation And Infrastructure, 9/21/2001; Federal Aviation Administration, 4/15/2002; 9/11 Commission,
7/24/2004, pp. 29] But for the entire time Bush is at Barksdale Air Force Base, Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of
the 8th Air Force at Barksdale, and White House aides traveling with the president are receiving reports of unidentified aircraft flying
toward the base. According to American History magazine, “Under Threatcon Delta, and what Keck’s staff already knew of the day’s
shocking events, there was a low threshold for declaring any incoming plane or object a threat.” Therefore, Keck “made sure his staff
kept him closely apprised of each questionable target.… If necessary, the commander was ready to give the order to fire on any plane
that threatened the base.” Whether the suspicious aircraft are identified, and the reasons they are flying toward Barksdale ever
discovered, is unstated. Barksdale Air Force Base is “already a prime target because of its key fleet of B-52s,” according to American
History magazine. “Attack on the base by a hijacked airliner was never among the anticipated scenarios, however, so the base’s air
security was light.” [American History, 10/2006 ] Administration officials will later tell the New York Times that around this time,
there are two reports of international flights that are unaccounted for, and two domestic flights are seen as possible threats. [New York
Times, 9/16/2001] Also while Bush is at Barksdale, a report is received that a high-speed object is heading for his ranch in Crawford,
Texas, but this turns out to be a false alarm (see 1:05 p.m. September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 117; Draper, 2007, pp. 142-143]

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0013TMMRQ/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/16/us/after-attacks-events-four-days-national-crisis-changes-bush-s-presidency.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/16/us/after-attacks-events-four-days-national-crisis-changes-bush-s-presidency.html
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://web.archive.org/web/20041020144854/http:/www.decloah.com/mirrors/9-11/911_Report.txt
http://www.scribd.com/doc/18663534/T8-B19-HQ-FAA-2-of-3-Fdr-FAA-Historian-Chronology-91101-to-41502
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/sept11/garvey_001.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/sept11/garvey_001.asp
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a1216clear&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a945slineyorder&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16063471/T3-B1-EOP-Press-Interviews-of-Staff-Fdr-Internal-Transcript-22902-CBS-Interview-of-Gen-Mark-v-Rosenker-White-House-Military-Office-Director-Ang
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://data.911workinggroup.org/foia/UNCLAS/Redacted Responsive Records FOIA 2007-130 (p)(U).pdf
http://data.911workinggroup.org/foia/UNCLAS/Redacted Responsive Records FOIA 2007-130 (p)(U).pdf
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1000761,00.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0013TMMRQ/centerforcoop-20
http://www.barksdale.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-060913-053.pdf
http://www.barksdale.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-060913-053.pdf
http://www.historycommons.org/item.jsp?item=a848barksdaleglobalguardian&timeline=complete_911_timeline
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307590615/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307590615/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/061512416X/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1000761,00.html
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://web.archive.org/web/20040701101430/http:/www.mnet.co.za/CarteBlanche/Display/Display.asp?Id=2063
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/16/us/after-attacks-events-four-days-national-crisis-changes-bush-s-presidency.html


(Shortly After 11:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001: Two A-10 Jets Placed on Alert at Barksdale Air Force Base while President Is
There

Two A-10 aircraft from Barksdale Air Force Base. [Source: Greg Steele / US Air Force]Because no fighter jets are available at
Barksdale Air Force Base, the Air Force Reserve places two A-10 jets, which are intended for close air support of ground forces, on
alert in order to defend the base and the president’s plane, Air Force One, which landed at Barksdale at 11:45 a.m. (see 11:45 a.m.
September 11, 2001). Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of the 8th Air Force, is responsible for protecting President
Bush and Air Force One from any attack while they are at his base, and he realizes something needs to be done to provide cover for
Barksdale. He therefore calls Brigadier General Jack Ihle, the commander of the 917th Wing of the Air Force Reserve at Barksdale,
and requests help. When Keck asks Ihle if he can provide “any kind of defense,” Ihle immediately answers, “You got it!” The Air
Force Reserve at Barksdale has no fighters, but it does have A-10 Warthogs, which are twin-engine jet aircraft known as “tank
killers,” because they can deliver heavy firepower against tanks and ground forces. Despite the plane’s relatively slow speed, the A-
10’s “gun is deadly,” according to Keck. Two A-10s are therefore parked at the end of the base’s runway on cockpit alert, with crews
ready to take off immediately if required. Keck will later recall, “We felt better having them there, and then NORAD sent over a
couple of F-16s before long.” [American History, 10/2006 ; GlobalSecurity (.org), 7/7/2011] (Keck is presumably referring to the
fighters launched by the Louisiana Air National Guard’s 159th Fighter Wing to follow Air Force One after it leaves Barksdale (see
(1:45 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Associated Press, 12/30/2007] ) Two of the four F-16 fighters from the 147th
Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard that escorted Air Force One as it came in to land at Barksdale fly a combat air patrol
overhead, while the other two are on the ground with Air Force One while the president is at the base, according to the Bombardier,
the newspaper for Barksdale Air Force Base. [Bombardier, 9/8/2006 ]

(11:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001: President Provided with Tight Security after Getting Off Air Force One at Barksdale Air
Force Base

President Bush at Barksdale Air Force Base, accompanied by Lieutenant General Thomas Keck. [Source: White House]President
Bush is provided with a high level of security when he gets off Air Force One at Barksdale Air Force Base, near Shreveport,
Louisiana, and is promptly driven to a conference center on the base from where he makes a brief phone call. [USA Today, 9/11/2001;
Newseum et al., 2002, pp. 164; Rove, 2010, pp. 258-259] Air Force One landed at Barksdale at 11:45 a.m. and was immediately
surrounded by Air Force personnel in full combat gear, with their rifles drawn (see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001). [USA Today,
9/11/2001; St. Petersburg Times, 7/4/2004] Bush remained on board while a retractable set of stairs was lowered for him to leave the
plane by.
Reporters Updated on President's Actions - A dark blue Dodge Caravan now pulls up next to these stairs, and a Secret Service agent
and two Air Force officers take positions at the bottom of the stairs. The Dodge then pulls away, perhaps 40 feet back from the plane,
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and is swept inside and outside with dogs. Some members of the president’s staff come down the stairs from the plane. White House
press secretary Ari Fleischer approaches the pool of reporters who have been traveling on Air Force One and who are waiting under
the plane’s left wing for the president to disembark. Fleischer gives them a brief update on the president’s actions during the flight and
adds: “You will see [the president] disembark here shortly. He will head inside and that’s all I’m going to indicate at this moment.
You will have additional information shortly.” Fleischer then answers several questions from the reporters.
President Gets off Plane and into Minivan - Bush then descends from Air Force One. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp.
111] The Shreveport Secret Service office has been mobilized to oversee security arrangements while the president is at Barksdale.
However, there is no presidential limousine waiting to drive Bush away from the plane. [Rove, 2010, pp. 258] Normally the
president’s armored limousine would be flown in ahead of time on a military transport plane, but there has been no time to get it to
Barksdale. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 112] Bush instead gets into the Dodge Caravan, which is being guarded by a Humvee with a .50-
caliber machine gun on top. [Rove, 2010, pp. 258] White House chief of staff Andrew Card gets in with him. The media and some of
Bush’s staff, including his senior adviser, Karl Rove, and his communications director, Dan Bartlett, get into an Air Force minibus.
[USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 112]
Bush Taken to Conference Center on Base - The Dodge then drives off at high speed. Bush will later recall that it “blasted off down
the runway at what felt like 80 miles an hour. When the man behind the wheel started taking turns at that speed, I yelled, ‘Slow down,
son, there are no terrorists on this base!’” [Bush, 2010, pp. 132] The Humvee pulls out behind the Dodge, and the airman manning the
machine gun on top cocks his weapon and puts a live round in the chamber. The minibus carrying the reporters follows moments later.
[Rove, 2010, pp. 258-259] The small motorcade drives to the Dougherty Conference Center, a two-story building on the base. At the
stroke of noon, Bush and his aides enter the building. A car blocks the driveway and several armed soldiers stand guard while the
president is inside. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 112]
Bush Speaks to Vice President - Bush and his aides are met by Colonel Curtis Bedke, the commander of the 2nd Bomb Wing, and
Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of the 8th Air Force, apparently as they are entering the conference center. [2d
Bomb Wing, 6/30/2002 ; American History, 10/2006 ] Inside, Bush picks up a telephone and speaks briefly with Vice President
Dick Cheney, who is at the White House. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 112] Bush tells Keck he needs to get to a secure phone. Keck says there
is one in his office, but this is in a different building on the base. [American History, 10/2006 ] The pool of reporters waits in the
parking lot outside the conference center for about 10 minutes while the president is inside. Bush and his staff finally come out at
12:11 p.m., to be taken to the 8th Air Force headquarters building (see (12:11 p.m.-1:20 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [USA Today,
9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 112]

(12:00 Noon) September 11, 2001: Senator Hatch Repeats Intelligence Community’s Conclusion that Osama Bin Laden Is
Responsible

Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT), a member of both the Senate Intelligence and Judiciary Committees, says he has just been “briefed by
the highest levels of the FBI and of the intelligence community.” He says, “They’ve come to the conclusion that this looks like the
signature of Osama bin Laden, and that he may be the one behind this.” [Salon, 9/11/2001]

(12:11 p.m.-1:20 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Responds to Attacks from 8th Air Force Commander’s Office

President Bush is taken to the headquarters of the 8th Air Force at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, from where he calls
government officials in New York and Washington, DC, prepares and records a speech to the nation, and watches television coverage
of the terrorist attacks. [Salon, 9/11/2001; Associated Press, 10/2/2001; American History, 10/2006 ] After landing at Barksdale
(see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001), Bush was initially driven to a conference center on the base, where he made a brief phone call
(see (11:55 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Newseum et al., 2002, pp. 164]
Bush Driven to 8th Air Force Headquarters - Bush emerges from there at 12:11 p.m. accompanied by his senior adviser, Karl Rove,
his chief of staff, Andrew Card, his military aide, some other aides, and several Secret Service agents. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 112;
American History, 10/2006 ] He is then driven to “Building 245” on the base—the headquarters of the 8th Air Force—in a small
motorcade that also includes the pool of reporters who have been traveling with him on Air Force One. Inside the building, they all
can see a sheet of paper that has been taped to a door, with words written in large black type, “Defcon Delta”—the highest possible
state of military alert. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 112] Bush and his staff go to the office of Lieutenant General
Thomas Keck, the commander of the 8th Air Force, where they get to work responding to the attacks.
Bush Watches TV, Makes Phone Calls - Bush watches the latest developments on a television in Keck’s office. He sees for the first
time the footage, shown on CNN, of the World Trade Center towers collapsing. He tells Keck, “I don’t know who this is, but we’re
going to find out and we’re going to go after them, and we’re not just going to slap them on the wrist.” There is a secure phone in
Keck’s office, and Bush uses it to talk with Vice President Dick Cheney at the White House (see (12:58 p.m.-1:25 p.m.) September
11, 2001), Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld at the Pentagon (see 1:02 p.m. September 11, 2001), and White House counselor
Karen Hughes, who is also back in Washington. He also talks over the secure phone with New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
New York Governor George Pataki, and New York Senator Charles Schumer. [Associated Press, 10/2/2001; Daily Telegraph,
12/16/2001; American History, 10/2006 ]
Bush Prepares Speech to the Nation - Bush and Card together draft a speech to the nation that the president is going to record at the
base, according to the New Orleans Times-Picayune. [Times-Picayune, 9/8/2002] However, according to journalist and author Bill
Sammon, the speech is drafted by Bush’s press secretary, Ari Fleischer, who is with the president at Barksdale, and edited by Hughes,

http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/1365455/Revealed-what-really-went-on-during-Bushs-missing-hours.html
http://www.armytimes.com/legacy/new/1-292925-509142.php
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0742523160/centerforcoop-20
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.armytimes.com/legacy/new/1-292925-509142.php
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://archive.salon.com/politics/feature/2001/09/11/bush/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.historycommons.org/timeline.jsp?timeline=complete_911_timeline&day_of_9/11=bush&startpos=0
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://www.gregoryafreeman.com/_pdf/Keckbush.pdf
http://data.911workinggroup.org/foia/UNCLAS/Redacted Responsive Records FOIA 2007-130 (p)(U).pdf
http://data.911workinggroup.org/foia/UNCLAS/Redacted Responsive Records FOIA 2007-130 (p)(U).pdf
http://data.911workinggroup.org/foia/UNCLAS/Redacted Responsive Records FOIA 2007-130 (p)(U).pdf
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307590615/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1439191050/centerforcoop-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895261499/centerforcoop-20/
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/vpp-keen-poolrpt.htm


back in Washington. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 113] Once the speech is ready, Keck escorts Bush to the building’s conference room to be
filmed delivering it. [American History, 10/2006 ] The reporters traveling on Air Force One go to the conference room after
entering the 8th Air Force headquarters building, and are there when Bush records his speech at 12:36 p.m. (see 12:36 p.m. September
11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001]
Bush Informed of Intelligence about Attacks - Keck remains at Bush’s side for the entire time the president is in the 8th Air Force
headquarters building. He works intently, monitoring base security and keeping up to date with the latest information from the 8th Air
Force Command. He and his team keep Bush and his aides informed about the intelligence coming in via Air Force channels about the
morning’s attacks and ongoing events. After nearly two hours at Barksdale, Bush and his entourage prepare to leave the base. Keck
will accompany the president as he is driven back to Air Force One. [American History, 10/2006 ]

12:36 p.m. September 11, 2001: Bush Records Speech to the Nation at Barksdale Air Force Base that Airs about 30 Minutes
Later

President Bush records a speech at Barksdale Air Force Base. [Source: Win McNamee / Reuters]President Bush delivers a short
speech to the nation in a windowless conference room at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, which is recorded and will be
broadcast on television about half an hour later. [Time, 9/14/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 113-117] Since arriving at Barksdale (see
11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001), Bush has been spending time in the office of Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of
the 8th Air Force (see (12:11 p.m.-1:20 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [American History, 10/2006 ] Bush will later recall that by
12:30 p.m., “it had been almost three hours since I had spoken to the country” (see 9:30 a.m. September 11, 2001) and he is “worried
people would get the impression that the government was disengaged.” [Bush, 2010, pp. 133]
Bush Taken to Conference Room to Record Statement - A short statement to the nation has therefore been prepared for Bush to
deliver. Keck escorts the president from his office to the conference room in the 8th Air Force headquarters building to record it. Bush
is also accompanied to the room by his chief of staff, Andrew Card, his senior adviser, Karl Rove, his communications director, Dan
Bartlett, his press secretary Ari Fleischer, and several Secret Service agents. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 113; American History, 10/2006 ]
A hurried attempt has been made to prepare the room for the president’s speech. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] Airmen have
arranged three US flags behind the wooden lectern behind which Bush will speak, and have tried to add some lighting to brighten up
the dark room. The reporters who have been traveling with the president on Air Force One went to the conference room after entering
the 8th Air Force headquarters building, and are assembled there when Bush comes in. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; American History,
10/2006 ]
Tape of Speech Taken to Satellite Truck to Be Broadcast - Bush delivers his 219-word speech in precisely two minutes. [USA Today,
9/11/2001; Woodward, 2002, pp. 19] After doing so, he leaves the room without acknowledging, or taking any questions from, the
reporters in the room. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Newseum et al., 2002, pp. 165] Keck, who stays to watch Bush deliver the speech,
then escorts the president back to his office. [American History, 10/2006 ] Master Sergeant Rich Del Haya, the officer in charge of
the 8th Air Force public affairs office, is then called to the 8th Air Force headquarters building to collect the videotape of the speech.
He runs out of the building with it, accompanied by a CBS network producer and reporter, and drives toward the base’s far north
entrance. Gate officials contact a state trooper outside the base, who escorts the three to a satellite truck of the local CBS affiliate.
[Times-Picayune, 9/8/2002] The recording of the president’s speech will be broadcast from the satellite truck at 1:04 p.m. (see 1:04
p.m. September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 117]

(12:58 p.m.-1:25 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Argues with Cheney and Others about Where He Should Go Next;
Agrees to Stay Away from Washington

President Bush spends most of his time at Barksdale Air Force Base arguing on the phone with Vice President Dick Cheney and
others over where he should go next. The media are now starting to ask about the president’s whereabouts, and why he has not
returned to Washington. “A few minutes before 1 p.m.,” Bush agrees to fly to Nebraska. As earlier, there are rumors of a “credible
terrorist threat” to Air Force One that are said to prevent his return to Washington. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] In addition, there
are reports of other unaccounted for planes that are seen as possible threats: two international flights and two domestic ones. A senior
administration official will later comment, “That’s a potential of four missiles in the air, and we were concerned that if Air Force One
landed in a predictable place, one of those planes could hit it on the ground.” [New York Times, 9/16/2001] At 1:25, Bush speaks with
his chief of staff Andrew Card and the head of the Secret Service detail. He tells them: “I want to go back home ASAP. I don’t want
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whoever this is holding me outside of Washington.” But the Secret Service agent replies, “Our people say it’s too unsteady still,” and
Card adds, “The right thing is to let the dust settle.” Bush acquiesces. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 119] In a book about the Secret Service,
author Philip Melanson will later comment on the president’s failure to promptly return to Washington: “If the president appeared less
than resolute at any point… it was the fault of agents who were overzealous in their desire to protect him, administration sources have
offered.” Yet, “The Service, whose first duty that day or any other day is to protect the president, has never publicly pointed out that
Bush could have overruled them at any time and ordered Air Force One to Washington, DC.” [Melanson, 2002, pp. 326]

(1:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Decision Made to Reduce Group Traveling with President on Air Force One

Members of President Bush’s staff decide to remove any nonessential passengers traveling with the president on Air Force One when
it leaves Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, and determine that they will leave behind some congressmen, numerous White House
staffers, and most of the journalists that have been accompanying them. [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 118;
Fleischer, 2005, pp. 145; Rove, 2010, pp. 259]
Reporters Traveling with President Reduced to Five - While the president’s staffers are preparing to leave Barksdale, Bush’s chief of
staff Andrew Card pulls White House press secretary Ari Fleischer aside and tells him they need to reduce the number of people
flying on the president’s plane. Usually, when the president flies, numerous personnel get to his destination ahead of him to prepare
for his arrival, but at the present time, Bush’s support team is limited to those already on Air Force One. “Given the heightened sense
of security,” Fleischer will later recall, “the Secret Service didn’t want the president to wait for the normal entourage to board the
makeshift motorcade that would be assembled upon landing.” Card says the traveling White House staff is going to be reduced and the
members of Congress on board will also be left behind at Barksdale, and he tells Fleischer to decrease the number of reporters flying
with the president. Card wants the pool of reporters reduced from the current 13 to three, but agrees to Fleischer’s request to make it
five. Fleischer decides the reporters that remain with them will be Ann Compton of ABC Radio, Sonya Ross of the Associated Press,
Associated Press photographer Doug Mills, and a CBS cameraman and soundman. [Fleischer, 2005, pp. 145-146] White House
assistant press secretary Gordon Johndroe passes on the bad news to the reporters. While they are waiting on a bus to be driven back
to Air Force One, he comes on board and tells them there will only be five seats on the president’s plane for the media. [USA Today,
9/11/2001]
Reporters Angry at Being Left Behind - The reporters and nonessential personnel remaining at Barksdale Air Force Base will be
standing on the tarmac and watching as Air Force One takes off from there, heading for its next destination (see 1:37 p.m. September
11, 2001). [National Journal, 5/3/2011] Some of the reporters will be angry at being left behind. As the president and his entourage
are approaching the plane, Reuters correspondent Steve Holland will shout out to Fleischer, “Ari, what about us?” Another angry
reporter will call out, “Who’s in charge here, the military or the civilians?” [White House, 8/8/2002; Fleischer, 2005, pp. 146]
'Skeleton Crew' Remaining on Air Force One - As well as the eight reporters, others removed from the plane include Representatives
Adam Putnam (R-FL) and Dan Miller (R-FL), Bush’s senior education adviser Sandy Kress, Bush’s personal aide Blake Gottesman,
and several Secret Service agents. [USA Today, 9/11/2001; Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001] Fleischer will recall that after the
nonessential passengers have been left behind, those who continue on Air Force One are just “a skeleton crew.” [White House,
8/8/2002] Those remaining at Barksdale will be escorted to a building and stay there until another plane flies them from the base back
to Washington, DC, later in the afternoon (see (3:30 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sarasota Magazine, 9/19/2001]

1:02 p.m. September 11, 2001: Defense Secretary Rumsfeld Calls for War; President Bush Says There Will be a
Counterattack

From Barksdale Air Force Base, President Bush speaks with Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Rumsfeld informs the president that
it had been an American Airlines plane that hit the Pentagon. Previously, there had been a question as to whether it was hit by a
smaller plane or a helicopter. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 116] Rumsfeld also tells
Bush, “This is not a criminal action. This is war.” Washington Times reporter Rowan Scarborough later reflects, “Rumsfeld’s instant
declaration of war… took America from the Clinton administration’s view that terrorism was a criminal matter to the Bush
administration’s view that terrorism was a global enemy to be destroyed.” [Washington Times, 2/23/2004] Bush reportedly tells
Rumsfeld that there will “be a counterattack and that the military [will] not be hamstrung by politics the way it had been in Vietnam.”
He says to Rumsfeld, “It’s a day of national tragedy and we’ll clean up the mess. And then the ball will be in your court and
[incoming chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff] Dick Myers’s court to respond.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 116]

1:04 p.m. September 11, 2001: Bush’s Speech Recorded at Barksdale Air Force Base Broadcast on Television

A short pre-recorded statement is broadcast on television, in which President Bush tells the nation that all appropriate security
measures are being taken, and he assures people that “the United States will hunt down and punish those responsible for these
cowardly acts.” [CNN, 9/12/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 117] The 219-word statement, lasting two minutes, was recorded about half an
hour ago in a conference room at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana (see 12:36 p.m. September 11, 2001). [USA Today, 9/11/2001;
Woodward, 2002, pp. 19]
Bush Says US Will Find and Punish Terrorists - Bush begins: “Freedom itself was attacked this morning by faceless cowards. And
freedom will be defended.” He continues: “Make no mistake: The United States will hunt down and punish those responsible for these
cowardly acts.” He reassures the public that he has been in contact with his colleagues in Washington, DC, and they “have taken all
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appropriate security precautions to protect the American people. Our military at home and around the world is on high alert status, and
we have taken the necessary security precautions to continue the functions of your government.” He says, “[W]e will do whatever is
necessary to protect America and Americans.” He concludes his statement, saying: “The resolve of our great nation is being tested.
But make no mistake: We will show the world that we will pass this test. God bless.” [CNN, 9/11/2001; White House, 9/11/2001]
Bush Remains at Base after Speech Is Broadcast - After the president’s statement was recorded, Rich Del Haya, a military public
relations officer at Barksdale, brought the videotape of it to a TV satellite truck outside the base. A technician there put the tape into a
deck to be broadcast. However, the uplink failed twice. Finally, the third broadcast goes out to American TV screens. TV anchors
emphasize that the president’s remarks are recorded, not live. “The implication,” journalist and author Bill Sammon will later write,
“was that the White House had purposely delayed the airing of the tape in order to get a head start on the president’s next secret
destination.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 117; Times-Picayune, 9/8/2002] The 9/11 Commission Report will similarly state that “for security
reasons,” Bush’s statement “was taped and not broadcast live.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] But according to Sammon:
“[T]he tape delay had been a function of mere logistics—there were no cables available at Barksdale for a live feed on such short
notice. In fact, Bush remained at Barksdale more than half an hour after his taped speech was aired.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 117]
Bush's Delivery of Statement Is 'Not Reassuring' - Some commentators will later be critical of Bush’s performance in delivering his
statement. Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward will write: “The president’s eyes were red-rimmed when he walked in. His
performance was not reassuring. He spoke haltingly, mispronouncing several words as he looked down at his notes.” [Woodward,
2002, pp. 19] Howard Fineman of Newsweek will call the speech “the low point” in the president’s war on terrorism. [Sammon, 2002,
pp. 116] Bush will comment that the “sentiment” of his speech “was right, but the setting—a sterile conference room at a military
base in Louisiana—did not inspire much confidence.” [Bush, 2010, pp. 133]

1:04 p.m. September 11, 2001: Military on High Alert Worldwide

President Bush announces that the US military has been put on high alert worldwide. [CNN, 9/12/2001; Associated Press, 8/21/2002]
Apparently, this occurs in a televised speech that was actually recorded half an hour earlier.

1:05 p.m. September 11, 2001: Report of Airplane Approaching President Bush’s Ranch Turns Out to Be False Alarm

Logan Walters. [Source: SCF Partners]While he is at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana, President Bush receives an intelligence
report from the US Strategic Command (Stratcom), informing him that a high-speed object is heading for his ranch in Crawford,
Texas. It is already more than 45 minutes since US airspace had been cleared of all aircraft except military and emergency flights (see
12:16 p.m. September 11, 2001). Bush orders an underling to notify everyone at the ranch about this. [New Yorker, 9/25/2001;
Sammon, 2002, pp. 117; CBS News, 9/11/2002] In the White House Situation Room, they are also informed of the rogue aircraft.
Logan Walters, who is Bush’s personal aide, calls the ranch’s caretaker and tells him, “Get as far away from there as you can.” Senior
national security official Franklin Miller then receives a phone call informing him that a combat air patrol (CAP) has been established
over the ranch. [Draper, 2007, pp. 142] (A CAP is an aircraft patrol with the purpose of intercepting and destroying hostile aircraft
before they reach their targets. [US Department of Defense, 4/12/2001] ) Miller heads to the Presidential Emergency Operations
Center (PEOC) below the White House to ask Deputy National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley about the CAP. Both men agree that
it seems unnecessarily excessive. When Miller returns to the Situation Room, he sets about calling off the CAP, but finds that it
wasn’t even established to begin with, and that, furthermore, the report of a rogue aircraft was a false alarm. [Draper, 2007, pp. 143]
A threat to Air Force One had allegedly been received earlier on (see (10:32 a.m.) September 11, 2001), but this too is later deemed to
have been a false alarm. [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 554]

(Between 1:30 p.m. and 2:50 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President’s CIA Briefer Blames Bin Laden for Attack

After taking off from Barksdale Air Force Base (see 1:37 p.m. September 11, 2001), President Bush calls Mike Morell, his CIA
briefer, to his cabin near the front of the plane. He asks Morell who he thinks is responsible for the attack. Morell replies, “I would bet
everything on bin Laden.” He lists some of bin Laden’s previous attacks: the 1998 attacks on the American embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania, and the 2000 attack on the USS Cole in Yemen. Bush asks about the Palestinian extremist group, the Popular Front for the
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Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). Morell says it is unlikely this group could be responsible for the day’s attack, as PFLP simply doesn’t
have the capability for something like this. Bush asks how long it will take to know if bin Laden is to blame. Based on previous
attacks, Morell says, it will probably be a matter of days. Bush says that if anything definitive is learned about the attack, he wants to
be the first to know. [Kessler, 2003, pp. 195; Tenet, 2007, pp. 165-166]

1:37 p.m. September 11, 2001: Air Force One Leaves Barksdale Air Force Base Heading for Base in Nebraska

Air Force One departs Barksdale Air Force Base. [Source: Reuters]Air Force One takes off from Barksdale Air Force Base in
Louisiana to fly President Bush to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska. While Bush has been at Barksdale, base personnel have
refueled Air Force One and restocked it with provisions for its continuing journey, on the basis that it may have to serve as the
president’s flying command center for the foreseeable future. [Associated Press, 10/2/2001; 2d Bomb Wing, 6/30/2002 ; BBC,
9/1/2002]
Reduced Number of Passengers on Board - For security reasons, the number of people traveling on Air Force One has been reduced
(see (1:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Fleischer, 2005, pp. 145-146] Those continuing with the president include Bush’s chief of
staff Andrew Card, his senior adviser Karl Rove, his communications director Dan Bartlett, White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer, and assistant press secretary Gordon Johndroe. The number of Secret Service agents accompanying the president has been
reduced, as has the number of reporters. The five remaining journalists are Ann Compton of ABC Radio, Sonya Ross of the
Associated Press, Associated Press photographer Doug Mills, and a CBS cameraman and sound technician. [Salon, 9/11/2001;
Associated Press, 9/12/2001]
President Given Thumbs-up by Airmen - Lieutenant General Thomas Keck, the commander of the 8th Air Force, has been at Bush’s
side for most of his time at Barksdale, and accompanies the president as he is being driven across the base to Air Force One. The
president passes a row of B-52 bombers and is given a thumbs-up by the planes’ crew members. Keck explains to Bush that this
means the troops “are trained, they’re ready, and they’ll do whatever you want them to.” Military police salute and other Air Force
crew members cheer the president as he passes them. [American History, 10/2006 ]
Fighter Escort Rejoins Air Force One - Air Force One is being guarded by soldiers with their guns drawn when Bush reaches it, and a
pack of military dogs is patrolling the tarmac. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 117-118] After the plane takes off, two F-16 fighter jets pull up
alongside it to provide an escort. [American History, 10/2006 ] These are presumably the same fighters, belonging to the 147th
Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard, that escorted Air Force One as it came in to land at Barksdale (see (11:29 a.m.)
September 11, 2001). [Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Bombardier, 9/8/2006 ]
Destination Chosen Due to 'Continuity of Government' Plan - Bush’s destination, Offutt Air Force Base, is home to the US Strategic
Command (Stratcom), which controls the nation’s nuclear weapons. [Associated Press, 9/11/2001; Woodward, 2002, pp. 19] Bush
will later say the decision to head there was based on Offutt’s “secure housing space and reliable communications.” [Bush, 2010, pp.
133] The base’s secure teleconferencing equipment will allow the president to conduct a meeting of his National Security Council
later in the afternoon (see (3:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 119; Woodward, 2002, pp. 19, 26] According to the
9/11 Commission Report, Offutt has been chosen as the president’s next destination “because of its elaborate command and control
facilities, and because it could accommodate overnight lodging for 50 persons. The Secret Service wanted a place where the president
could spend several days, if necessary.” [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 325] But according to White House counterterrorism chief
Richard Clarke, the decision to head to Offutt instead of back to Washington, DC, was due to a plan called “Continuity of
Government.” This program, which dates back to the Reagan administration, originally planned to set up a new leadership for the US
in the event of a nuclear war. It was activated for the first time shortly before 10:00 a.m. this morning (see (Between 9:45 a.m. and
9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [Washington Post, 4/7/2004; ABC News, 4/25/2004]

(1:45 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Louisiana Air National Guard Fighters Scrambled to Protect Air Force One
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An F-15 from the 159th Fighter Wing. [Source: Louisiana National Guard]Fighter jets belonging to the Louisiana Air National
Guard’s 159th Fighter Wing are launched in order to accompany Air Force One after it takes off from Barksdale Air Force Base.
[Filson, 2003, pp. 87; Associated Press, 12/30/2007] The 159th Fighter Wing is located at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New
Orleans, in Belle Chasse, Louisiana. [GlobalSecurity (.org), 1/21/2006]
SEADS Scrambles Fighters - Although the wing is not one of NORAD’s alert units around the US, NORAD’s Southeast Air Defense
Sector (SEADS) scrambles four of its fighters around the time President Bush is leaving Barksdale Air Base on board Air Force One
(see 1:37 p.m. September 11, 2001). The fighters had already been loaded with live missiles by the time Air Force One landed at the
base (see 11:45 a.m. September 11, 2001). According to weapons officer Major Jeff Woelbling, “As we were all watching the news,
the wing leadership decided to configure our jets and get ready.”
Military Unaware of Air Force One's Route - At the time Air Force One leaves Barksdale, SEADS is unaware of its next destination.
Lieutenant Colonel Randy Riccardi, the commander of the 122nd Fighter Squadron, which is part of the 159th Fighter Wing, will later
recall, “When Air Force One took off out of Barksdale, we were scrambled because SEADS didn’t know his route of flight.” Riccardi
will add: “We were in a four-ship and turned north toward Barksdale and the president was already airborne. We were 300 miles
behind him since SEADS didn’t know where he was going.” The 159th Fighter Wing jets will accompany Air Force One until it is
near Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (see 2:50 p.m. September 11, 2001). They then turn around and return to base. [Filson, 2003,
pp. 87] When Air Force One landed at Barksdale, it was already being escorted by jets from the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas Air
National Guard (see (After 9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001 and (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001). Those jets will continue escorting
the president’s plane until it reaches Washington, DC. [Galveston County Daily News, 7/9/2005; Bombardier, 9/8/2006 ]

2:50 p.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Arrives in Nebraska; Enters Strategic Command Center

The entrance to the Offutt Air Force Base’s bunker, very far underground. Bush officials are seen here entering it on 9/11. [Source:
CBC]Having left Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana at around 1:30 p.m. (see 1:37 p.m. September 11, 2001), Air Force One lands
at Offutt Air Force Base near Omaha, Nebraska. President Bush stays on the plane for about ten minutes before entering the United
States Strategic Command bunker at 3:06 p.m. [Salon, 9/11/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001] Offutt Air Force Base appears to be
the headquarters of the US Strategic Command (Stratcom) exercise Global Guardian that was “in full swing” at the time the attacks
began (see 8:30 a.m. September 11, 2001). While there, the president spends time in the underground Command Center from where
Global Guardian was earlier being directed, being brought up to date on the attacks and their aftermath. [Daily Telegraph,
12/16/2001; Omaha World-Herald, 2/27/2002; Washington Times, 10/8/2002]

(3:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Meets with Top Officials via Video Conference Call
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President Bush takes part in a video teleconference at Offutt Air Force Base. Chief of Staff Andrew Card sits on his left, and Admiral
Richard Mies sits on his left. [Source: White House]At Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, President Bush convenes the first meeting
of the National Security Council since the attacks occurred. [Woodward, 2002, pp. 26] He begins the video conference call from a
bunker beneath the base. He and Chief of Staff Andrew Card visually communicate directly with Vice President Cheney, National
Security Adviser Rice, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, CIA Director Tenet, Transportation
Secretary Norman Mineta, counterterrorism “tsar” Richard Clarke, and others. [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; ABC News, 9/11/2002;
Washington Times, 10/8/2002] According to Clarke, Bush begins the meeting by saying, “I’m coming back to the White House as
soon as the plane is fueled. No discussion.” But according to Condoleezza Rice, he begins with the words, “We’re at war.” Clarke
leads a quick review of what has already occurred, and issues that need to be quickly addressed. Bush asks CIA Director Tenet who he
thinks is responsible for the day’s attacks. Tenet later recalls, “I told him the same thing I had told the vice president several hours
earlier: al-Qaeda. The whole operation looked, smelled, and tasted like bin Laden.” Tenet tells Bush that passenger manifests show
that three known al-Qaeda operatives had been on Flight 77. According to Tenet, when he tells the president in particular about Nawaf
Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar (two of the alleged Flight 77 hijackers), Bush gives Mike Morell, his CIA briefer, “one of those ‘I
thought I was supposed to be the first to know’ looks.” (Other evidence indicates the third al-Qaeda operative whose name is on the
passenger manifest would be Salem Alhazmi (see 9:53 p.m. September 11, 2001).) Tenet tells the meeting that al-Qaeda is “the only
terrorist organization capable of such spectacular, well-coordinated attacks,” and that “Intelligence monitoring had overheard a
number of known bin Laden operatives congratulating each other after the attacks. Information collected days earlier but only now
being translated indicated that various known operatives around the world anticipated a big event. None specified the day, time, place
or method of attack.” Richard Clarke later corroborates that Tenet had at this time told the president he was certain that al-Qaeda was
to blame. Yet only six weeks later, in an October 24, 2001 interview, Rice will claim differently. She will say, “In the first video
conference, the assumption that everybody kind of shared was that it was global terrorists.… I don’t believe anybody said this is likely
al-Qaeda. I don’t think so.” Tenet also relays a warning the CIA has received from French intelligence, saying another group of
terrorists is within US borders and is preparing a second wave of attacks. Defense Secretary Rumsfeld briefs on the status of US
forces, and states that about 120 fighters are now above US cities. [Woodward, 2002, pp. 26-27; Clarke, 2004, pp. 21-22; 9/11
Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 326 and 554; Tenet, 2007, pp. 169] The meeting reportedly ends around 4:00-4:15 p.m. [Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Washington Times, 10/8/2002]

3:20 p.m. September 11, 2001: White House Incorrectly Suspects US Airways Flight from Spain of Being Hijacked

A US Airways plane that is flying to the United States from Madrid, Spain, is incorrectly suspected of being hijacked. [Federal
Aviation Administration, 9/11/2001; White House, 10/24/2001] It is stated over an FAA teleconference that the White House has
reported this suspicious aircraft, which is heading to Philadelphia International Airport, and the military is scrambling fighter jets in
response to it. Accounts conflict over whether the plane is US Airways Flight 930 or Flight 937. [Federal Aviation Administration,
9/2001; Federal Aviation Administration, 9/11/2001; Federal Aviation Administration, 1/2/2002 ]
Plane Reportedly Transmitting Hijack Signal - Lewis Libby, Vice President Dick Cheney’s chief of staff, who is in the Presidential
Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White House, will later recall that when those in the PEOC learn of the suspect
flight, “we got word that it was only 30 minutes or so outside of US airspace.” According to Libby, the plane’s transponder is
transmitting the code for a hijacking: He will say it is reported that the flight has been “showing hijacking through some electronic
signal.” [White House, 11/14/2001]
Plane on the Ground in Spain - After a time, it is found that the plane is not a threat and is on the ground in Spain. Major General
Larry Arnold, the commander of the Continental United States NORAD Region (CONR) will be called by Colonel Robert Marr, the
battle commander at NORAD’s Northeast Air Defense Sector (NEADS), and told, “We just talked to the airline, and that aircraft is
back on the ground in Madrid.” [Filson, 2003, pp. 88] According to Libby, “It turned out that, I think, it was only 35 minutes out of
Spanish airspace, not out of our airspace.” [White House, 11/14/2001]
President Decides to Leave Offutt after Concerns Resolved - President Bush discusses the suspicious US Airways flight with
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld over the air threat conference call (see 9:37 a.m.-9:39 a.m. September 11, 2001) after landing
at Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska (see 2:50 p.m. September 11, 2001), and Arnold listens in. After he learns that the plane is back
in Spain, Arnold will pick up the hot line and tell Bush: “Mr. President, this is the CONR commander.… No problem with Madrid.”
According to Arnold, Bush replies, “Okay, then I’m getting airborne.” [Filson, 2003, pp. 87-88] Bush will take off from Offutt aboard
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Air Force One at around 4:30 p.m. (see (4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [CNN, 9/12/2001] Numerous aircraft are incorrectly
suspected of being hijacked on this day (see (9:09 a.m. and After) September 11, 2001). [9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 28;
Newhouse News Service, 3/31/2005] The US Airways flight from Madrid is the last of these, according to Arnold. [Code One
Magazine, 1/2002]

3:55 p.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Said to Be at Undisclosed Location

White House adviser Karen Hughes briefly speaks to the media and says President Bush is at an undisclosed location, taking part in a
video conference. This is possibly the only in-person media appearance by any Bush administration official since the attacks and until
a news conference by Defense Secretary Rumsfeld at 6:40 p.m. [CNN, 9/12/2001]

(4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Determined to Return to Washington, Despite Advice of Secret Service

Brian Stafford. [Source: Publicity photo]President Bush reportedly had begun his video conference call with the National Security
Council (see (3:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001) by announcing, “I’m coming back to the White House as soon as the plane is fueled. No
discussion.” [Clarke, 2004, pp. 21] Toward the end of this meeting, around 4 p.m., Secret Service Director Brian Stafford tells Bush,
“Our position is stay where you are. It’s not safe.” The Secret Service reportedly wants to keep the president where he is, at Offutt Air
Force Base, overnight, and—according to some later accounts—indefinitely. To Stafford’s surprise, Bush ignores his advice and tells
him, “I’m coming back.” Leaving the meeting, Bush tells his staff, “We’re going home.” [Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Sammon,
2002, pp. 123; Woodward, 2002, pp. 28] Bush adviser Karl Rove later claims that, around this time, there are concerns that several
planes still remain unaccounted for (see (4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001).

(4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Adviser Karl Rove Allegedly Concerned about Still Unaccounted-for Planes

While President Bush is conducting a video conference with his principal advisers from a bunker beneath Offutt Air Force Base (see
(3:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001), most of the people accompanying him are waiting in a conference room across the hallway. Among
this group is Bush’s senior adviser Karl Rove. Rove later claims that, around this time, there are rumors that more planes remain
unaccounted for. He says that, while “they’ve accounted for all four [hijacked] planes,” there are still concerns that “they’ve got
another, I think, three or four or five planes still outstanding.” [New Yorker, 9/25/2001] However, according to the FAA, there are no
such reports, and the White House and Pentagon had been quickly informed when US skies were completely cleared at 12:16 p.m.
White House Communications Director Dan Bartlett later says he does not know from where Rove got the information about the
additional unaccounted-for planes. [Wall Street Journal, 3/22/2004 ] But according to tapes of the operations floor at NORAD’s
Northeast Air Defense Sector later obtained by Vanity Fair, “False reports of hijackings, and real responses, continue well into the
afternoon, though civilian air-traffic controllers had managed to clear the skies of all commercial and private aircraft by just after 12
p.m.” (See 10:15 a.m. and After September 11, 2001). [Vanity Fair, 8/1/2006] Despite the Secret Service’s advice that he should
remain at Offutt, the president announces around this time that he is returning to Washington (see (4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001).

(4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Pilots of Jets Escorting Air Force One Not Notified When President Leaves Offutt Air Base

Fighter pilots who have been escorting Air Force One as it transports President Bush across the US are not informed that the
president’s plane is departing Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, and have to try and catch up with it after they hear it taking off. The
pilots belong to the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard. Four F-16s from the wing have been escorting Air Force
One since before it landed at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001).
Pilots Told They Would Be Called When Air Force One Is Leaving - After Air Force One landed at Offutt Air Force Base (see 2:50
p.m. September 11, 2001), the F-16s landed there as well. The fighter pilots then met with Colonel Mark Tillman, the pilot of Air
Force One. Tillman asked them about the capabilities of the F-16. He also took down their cell phone numbers and said he would call
them when Air Force One would be leaving the base. However, he was unable to tell them where Air Force One would be going next,
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so the fighter pilots could not file a flight plan. The fighter pilots then headed off to get a snack and a drink.
Air Force One Takes Off, Pilots Not Informed - However, they are not informed when Air Force One, with Bush on board, takes off
from Offutt (see (4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001). One of the fighter pilots, Major Shane Brotherton, will later recall: “We were eating
our snacks and heard jet noise. It was Air Force One and they’d never called us. We got to the jets and he’s taxiing fast and never
stopped. Now we’re taxiing fast and we blast off.” By the time the fighters are airborne, Air Force One is 100 miles ahead of them.
Some Iowa Air National Guard fighters from Sioux City are also now airborne to protect the president’s plane, but the 147th Fighter
Wing jets continue to follow it. Brotherton will recall: “All across the country we were playing catch up, because [Air Force One] was
moving. And we didn’t catch up until we were nearing Washington.” [Filson, 2003, pp. 87-88]

(4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Air Force One Leaves Nebraska; Heads Toward Washington

This photo of Bush speaking to Cheney shortly after leaving Offutt will later be used for Republican fundraising purposes. [Source:
White House]President Bush leaves Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska for Washington. [CNN, 9/12/2001; MSNBC, 9/22/2001; Daily
Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Washington Times, 10/8/2002] He calls his wife Laura on the phone and tells her, “I’m coming home. See
you at the White House. Love you, go on home.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 123; Woodward, 2002, pp. 28]

(After 6:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Suspicious Aircraft Spotted Flying toward Air Force One

An unidentified fast-moving aircraft is noticed flying toward Air Force One as it is bringing President Bush back to Washington, DC,
but the aircraft turns out to be just a Learjet, reportedly “in the wrong place at the wrong time.” [Aviation Week and Space
Technology, 9/9/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 88] Bush announced he would be returning to Washington while he was at Offutt Air Force
Base in Nebraska (see (4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001), and his plane left the base and headed for the capital shortly after 4:30 p.m.
(see (4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [Sammon, 2002, pp. 123; Bush, 2010, pp. 135] As Air Force One is approaching Andrews Air
Force Base, just outside Washington, fighter jets belonging to the District of Columbia Air National Guard (DCANG) and the 119th
Fighter Wing are flying combat air patrols over the capital. They have been joined by a number of other fighters from across the
northeast US.
Pilots Told They Will Be Escorting Air Force One - Among the pilots flying over Washington are Lieutenant Colonel Marc Sasseville
and Lieutenant Heather Penney of the DCANG, who are flying their second mission of the day. Sasseville and Penney are instructed
to contact an Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) plane in their area and “expect special tasking.” When they make
contact with the AWACS plane, its controller directs them to fly about 160 miles to the west and says they are going to “escort Air
Force One.” Two of the 119th Fighter Wing’s jets offer to accompany Sasseville and Penney, and Sasseville accepts.
Unidentified Aircraft Seen Flying toward Air Force One - A short time later, an AWACS controller reports that a fast-moving
unidentified aircraft is flying toward Air Force One. The aircraft is currently about 70 miles southwest of the president’s plane, but is
on a “cutoff vector” to Air Force One. The controller reports that the suspicious plane is flying above 40,000 feet, whereas Air Force
One is “in the 20,000 feet range.” All the same, Sasseville directs the 119th Fighter Wing’s jets to intercept the aircraft and they
quickly do so.
Aircraft Is Not a Threat - The suspicious aircraft turns out to be just a Learjet “that hadn’t yet landed after aircraft nationwide had
been ordered out of the air,” according to Aviation Week and Space Technology magazine. [Aviation Week and Space Technology,
9/9/2002; Filson, 2003, pp. 88] However, the FAA ordered that all airborne aircraft must land at the nearest airport many hours
earlier, at around 9:45 a.m. (see (9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001). [US Congress. House. Committee On Transportation And
Infrastructure, 9/21/2001; 9/11 Commission, 7/24/2004, pp. 25] The plane is simply “in the wrong place at the wrong time,”
according to author Leslie Filson. [Filson, 2003, pp. 88] “There was a Learjet vectored on Air Force One,” Sasseville will tell the
9/11 Commission, “but it was nothing.” [9/11 Commission, 3/11/2004 ] The two DCANG fighters and the two 119th Fighter Wing
jets will subsequently accompany Air Force One as it flies into Andrews Air Force Base. [Aviation Week and Space Technology,
9/9/2002]
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(6:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Makes Brief, Secret Visit to Pentagon?

Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon England will later claim that President Bush makes an unpublicized visit to the Pentagon at this
time. In 2007, England will recall in a speech, “Then that night, on 9/11, we had a meeting in the Pentagon—and I remember this
well, because the president came to the Pentagon that evening, at 6:15 in the evening… And the president came and met in the
conference room right next to Secretary Rumsfeld’s office. And he came and he said, ‘Get ready.’ He said,‘Get ready.’ He said, ‘This
is going to be a long war.’” [US Department of Defense, 1/22/2007] If this account is true, then Air Force One must have flown very
quickly from Nebraska (if reports are true Bush left at 4:33 (see (4:33 p.m.) September 11, 2001), the plane would have travelled at
about 700 mph, faster than its official top speed of 600 mph), and Bush must have stayed at the Pentagon briefly before arriving live
on camera at the White House around 6:45 (see (6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001). If Bush did go to the Pentagon, is it not exactly clear
why or why no account would mention it until 2007.

(6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Secret Service Emergency Response Team Told to Pull Back When President’s Helicopter
Lands at the White House

Members of the Secret Service emergency response team (ERT) are ordered to pull back out of camera range when President Bush’s
helicopter arrives at the White House, which means they are too far from the president to respond effectively should something bad
happen. ERT officers are waiting on the South Lawn of the White House when Marine One, the president’s helicopter, lands there
with Bush on board (see (6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001). However, senior Secret Service officials who are also present order them to
“pull back so that the television cameras would not capture images of the heavily armed sharpshooters and alarm the public,”
according to US News and World Report. Several ERT officers will later report that they are therefore “too far away from the
president when he stepped out of Marine One to be effective if something had happened.” ERT members are the Secret Service’s
“sharpshooters assigned to respond to any terrorist strike,” according to US News and World Report. [US News and World Report,
12/1/2002; Melanson, 2005, pp. 331] They are “[d]edicated to protecting the president and securing the White House grounds,”
according to the Daily Mail, and are “skilled, unobtrusive, and absolutely lethal when called upon.” [Daily Mail, 12/16/2010]

(6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Returns to White House

President Bush arrives at the White House, after exiting Air Force One at 6:42 p.m. and flying across Washington in a helicopter.
[Salon, 9/11/2001; CNN, 9/12/2001; Daily Telegraph, 12/16/2001; Associated Press, 8/21/2002; ABC News, 9/11/2002; Washington
Times, 10/8/2002]

(Between 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: Pakistani President Assures Unconditional Support for US Fight Against
Taliban

According to journalist Kathy Gannon, President Bush calls Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf at some point during the evening of
9/11. Bush tells Musharraf he has to choose between supporting or opposing the US. “Musharraf promised immediate and
unconditional support for the United States and said he could stop Pakistan’s support for the Taliban. Overnight, Musharraf went from
pariah to valued friend.” [Gannon, 2005, pp. 146] Similar conversations will take place between US officials and the ISI Director who
happens to be in Washington (see September 13-15, 2001). But despite these promises, the Pakistani ISI will continue to secretly help
the Taliban (see for instance Mid-September-October 7, 2001, September 17-18 and 28, 2001 and Early October 2001).

7:10 p.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Reunited with First Lady in White House Underground Command Center

President Bush and Laura Bush talking with Dick Cheney and Condoleezza Rice in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center.
[Source: Eric Draper / White House]President Bush is reunited with his wife, Laura Bush, in the Presidential Emergency Operations
Center (PEOC) below the White House, shortly after arriving back at the White House. [Bush, 2010, pp. 137-138; Bush, 2010, pp.
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204-205] Bush arrived at the White House at 6:54 p.m. (see (6:54 p.m.) September 11, 2001). [CNN, 9/12/2001] He headed to the
Oval Office, where he read through a draft of the speech he is going to deliver to the nation later in the evening and modified a few
lines. He then headed down to the PEOC, where the first lady was waiting for him. [Bush, 2010, pp. 137-138] The first lady was taken
to the PEOC after she was driven to the White House from the Secret Service headquarters, at around 6:30 p.m. (see 6:30 p.m.
September 11, 2001). Bush walks into the PEOC at 7:10 p.m. and hugs his wife. [Bush, 2010, pp. 203-205] The first lady will later
recall, “We were really glad to see each other, but also the enormity of what had happened in our country had really sunk in by then,
and so we just comforted each other.” [Us Weekly, 10/15/2001] The president will describe: “We didn’t have a lot of time to talk, but
we didn’t need to. Her hug was more powerful than any words.” Other senior government officials are in the PEOC, including Vice
President Dick Cheney, who is there with his wife, Lynne Cheney. After their reunion, the president and the first lady “talked with the
Cheneys a bit,” Laura Bush will recall. The president will subsequently head upstairs, practice his speech, and then go to the Oval
Office to deliver it (see 8:30 p.m. September 11, 2001). The first lady will go to the White House residence (the first family’s living
quarters). [Bush, 2010, pp. 138; Bush, 2010, pp. 204-205]

8:30 p.m. September 11, 2001: President Bush Gives Third Speech, Declares Bush Doctrine

Bush addresses the nation from the White House. [Source: White House]From the White House Oval Office, President Bush gives a
seven-minute address to the nation on live television. [CNN, 9/11/2001; CNN, 9/12/2001; Woodward, 2002, pp. 31] He says, “I’ve
directed the full resources of our intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to
justice.” In what will later be called the Bush Doctrine, he states, “We will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed
these acts and those who harbor them.” [US President, 9/17/2001; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] Washington Post reporter Dan Balz
will later comment that this “those who harbor them” statement “set the tone for where the administration was going both with
Afghanistan and, I think, with Iraq.” Bush’s speechwriter at the time, David Frum, will later say: “When he laid down those
principles, I don’t know whether he foresaw all of their implications, how far they would take him. I don’t know if he understood fully
and foresaw fully the true radicalism of what he had just said.” Neoconservatives see hope that the words could lead to an invasion of
Iraq. Author and former National Security Council staffer Kenneth Pollack will comment, “It does seem very clear that after
September 11th, this group seized upon the events of September 11th to resurrect their policy of trying to go after Saddam Hussein
and a regime change in Iraq.” [PBS Frontline, 2/20/2003] Secretary of State Colin Powell arrived back from Peru too late to influence
the content of this pivotal speech (see (Between 7:40 p.m. and 8:40 p.m.) September 11, 2001).

(9:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Meets with Advisers, Declares War Without Barriers

President Bush (below television screen) meeting with the National Security Council in a bunker below the White House. In the far
row from left to right, are Attorney General Ashcroft, President Bush, Chief of Staff Card, CIA Director Tenet, and counterterrorism
“tsar” Ckarke. In the near row, Secretary of State Powell can be seen waving his hand, and National Security Advisor Rice sits to his
right. [Source: Eric Draper/ White House]President Bush meets with his full National Security Council. According to journalist Bob
Woodward, this meeting turns out to be “unwieldy.” So at 9:30 p.m., Bush follows it with a meeting with a smaller group of his most
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senior principal national security advisers in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) beneath the White House. Bush
and his advisers have already decided bin Laden is behind the attacks. As the president later recalls, in these meetings, “That’s when
we first got the indication… we’ve identified, we think it’s al-Qaeda.” He says the FBI now thinks that “it’s al-Qaeda, and we start to
develop our plans to get them. I mean, there wasn’t any hesitation. We’re starting the process of coalition-building and how to get
‘em.” (According to other accounts, though, the CIA had informed Bush hours earlier that it was virtually certain al-Qaeda was to
blame for the attacks (see (3:15 p.m.) September 11, 2001).) CIA Director George Tenet says that al-Qaeda and the Taliban in
Afghanistan are essentially one and the same. Tenet says, “Tell the Taliban we’re finished with them.” [Sammon, 2002, pp. 133;
Woodward, 2002, pp. 31-33; Washington Post, 1/27/2002] The president says, “I want you all to understand that we are at war and we
will stay at war until this is done. Nothing else matters. Everything is available for the pursuit of this war. Any barriers in your way,
they’re gone. Any money you need, you have it. This is our only agenda.” When, later in the discussion, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld points out that international law only allows force to prevent future attacks and not for retribution, Bush yells, “No. I don’t
care what the international lawyers say, we are going to kick some ass.” [Clarke, 2004, pp. 23-24] Bush will subsequently announce a
new US doctrine of preemptive attack the following June (see June 1, 2002). [Time, 6/23/2002] During the meeting, the president
refers to the present political situation as a “great opportunity” (see (Between 9:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001). By the
time the meeting ends, it is after 10 p.m. [Sammon, 2002, pp. 133]

(Between 9:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush on 9/11: ‘This Is a Great Opportunity’

President Bush is meeting with his key advisers in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center below the White House (see (9:00
p.m.-10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001). Referring to the attacks and the present political situation, Bush tells the meeting, “This is a
great opportunity. We have to think of this as an opportunity.” According to journalist Bob Woodward, he means this is a chance to
improve relations, especially with major powers such as Russia and China. [Woodward, 2002, pp. 31-32; Washington Post,
1/27/2002]

(Shortly After 10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush, Going Against Secret Service Advice, Refuses to Sleep in
White House Bunker

After meeting with a small group of his key advisers in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White
House (see (9:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001), President Bush is heading for the elevator to go back upstairs, when he is
stopped by a Secret Service agent. The agent tells him, “You’ll be sleeping down here tonight.” Bush says no. When the agent tries to
argue about it, Bush repeats, “No, I’m not going to.” He later says his reasons for refusing the Secret Service agent’s instruction are,
firstly, “the bed [in the PEOC] looked unappetizing. Secondly, it was a little stale in there. And I needed sleep.” The agent acquiesces,
but warns, “If we have any threats, we will come and get you.” Bush then heads up to his bedroom. [Newsweek, 12/3/2001; Sammon,
2002, pp. 133-134] But, shortly after going to bed, the president and first lady will be rushed down to the PEOC due to a false alarm
over an approaching plane (see 11:08 p.m. September 11, 2001).

11:08 p.m. September 11, 2001: False Alarm Over Unidentified Plane Leads to Temporary Evacuation of President Bush to
White House Bunker

After refusing the Secret Service’s instruction to sleep in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center (PEOC) below the White
House, and going instead to his bedroom (see (Shortly After 10:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001), President Bush is awoken by someone
telling him, “Mr. President, Mr. President! Incoming plane! We could be under attack! Come on! Right now!” Bush and the first lady
get out of bed, and join everybody else heading to the PEOC. On the way down, they run into Andrew Card, Condoleezza Rice, and
also Neil Bush—one of the president’s younger brothers—who apparently is staying at the White House at this time. About a minute
after arriving at the PEOC, though, someone comes in and says, “Mr. President, good news! It’s one of our own!” Bush later says the
incoming plane was just an F-16 fighter jet. The Secret Service still wants him to spend the night in the PEOC, but Bush refuses and
goes back to the residence for the rest of the night. [Newsweek, 12/3/2001; Sammon, 2002, pp. 134-135; Woodward, 2002, pp. 36]

(11:30 p.m.) September 11, 2001: President Bush Sees 9/11 as New Pearl Harbor

Before going to sleep, President Bush writes in his diary, “The Pearl Harbor of the 21st century took place today.… We think it’s
Osama bin Laden.” [Washington Post, 1/27/2002]

September 12, 2001: Historians Question President Bush’s Failure to Immediately Return to Washington after Attacks

Regarding President Bush’s decision not to return to Washington immediately after the 9/11 attacks, historian Robert Dallek tells a
USA Today reporter: “Frankly, President Bush made an initial mistake. The president’s place is back in Washington” (see (9:45 a.m.)
September 11, 2001, (9:45 a.m.-9:56 a.m.) September 11, 2001, and 10:02 a.m. September 11, 2001). Presidential historian Douglas
Brinkley adds, “If I were Bush, I’d be in the White House right now, saying, ‘We took a hit at the Pentagon and had a disaster in New
York, but the government of the United States is unscathed by this and we’re going to march forward.’” When Dallek’s words appear
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in print, White House political adviser Karl Rove calls Dallek to inform him that Bush did not return to Washington right away
because of security threats to the White House (see (9:45 a.m.) September 11, 2001) and Air Force One (see (10:32 a.m.) September
11, 2001 and (4:00 p.m.) September 11, 2001). Rove provides no substantiation for his claims, and media critic Eric Alterman later
asks, “If you think Air Force One is to be attacked (see (11:29 a.m.) September 11, 2001), why go up in Air Force One?” Looking
back on Dallek’s assessment, New York Times columnist Frank Rich later writes, “September 11 was the first time since the British
set fire to the White House in 1814 that a president abandoned the capital for security reasons.” [USA Today, 9/12/2001; Rich, 2006,
pp. 24-25]
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