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SO, YOU WANT TO HOST A DEBATE 
WATCH PARTY?

Thank you for your interest in hosting a Debate Watch 
Party to include friends, family, and members of your 
community. 

Elections are important and your vote matters. Our mission 
is to ensure you have the information necessary to make an 
educated decision about who will lead our Golden State into 
a new decade.

Silicon Valley Community Foundation and NBC Bay Area 
have teamed up to host the only live, televised, statewide 
debate among major candidates for California Governor. For 
more details on the broadcast portion of the debate, please 
visit CAGovDebate.org. For more information about how to 
host your own Debate Watch Party, keep reading.

Tuesday, May 8, 2018 from 6:30–8:00 PM

https://events.bizzabo.com/CAgovdebate/
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Silicon Valley Community Foundation (SVCF) advances innovative 
philanthropic solutions to challenging problems. We partner with families, 
individuals, and corporations to manage and facilitate their philanthropy. 
We connect donors’ interests to the most pressing needs, whether in Silicon 
Valley or around the globe.

As a comprehensive center for philanthropy, SVCF also shapes critical 
public policy discussions. We take principled positions on critical issues 
and are dedicated to pursuing a policy agenda that improves the lives of 
all Californians. We have been engaged with leaders around the state and 
nation to advance an agenda focused on:

CHOOSE CHILDREN 2018
★	Expanding access to high-quality programs for all babies, toddlers,  

and preschoolers
★	Improving and protecting health coverage for young children
★	Expanding paid family leave benefits for new moms and dads to 

bond with their babies

K-12 EDUCATION 
★	Accelerating student success in the Common Core State Standards

HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION
★	Increasing access to affordable housing and transportation
★	Ending chronic homelessness

ABOUT SILICON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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IMMIGRATION
★	Ensuring the safety and security of immigrants

CIVIC PARTICIPATION
★	Promoting open, transparent government

FINANCIAL STABILITY
★	Improving access to public benefits

In this Debate Watch Toolkit, you’ll find some tools to guide you or your 
organization through the steps of planning and executing a great Debate 
Watch Party. In the following pages, you’ll find timelines and templates to 
get the job done. 

For more information, please visit the debate event website at  
CAGovDebate.org, follow us on social media, or contact one of our field 
directors listed below. 

Be sure to follow us on Twitter and Facebook @siliconvalleycf, and use the 
hashtags #ChooseChildren2018 and #CAGovDebate. 

ABOUT SILICON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

  @siliconvalleycf
#ChooseChildren2018
#CAGovDebate

http://www.cagovdebate.org
https://twitter.com/siliconvalleycf
https://www.facebook.com/siliconvalleycf
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In 2018, California will elect a new 
Governor. That person will shape the 
future of our state and nation. On  
June 5, 2018, Californians will choose 
the top two candidates to advance to 
the November election. 

Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
believes your vote matters, and we want that 
vote to be informed by a substantive debate. We 
want you to feel confident of your decision when your ballot is cast.

This debate should include something more  
than stale talking points, political grandstanding, 
and catchy one-liners. This debate should be 
about substance and solutions. It should be 
about the future of our children. It should be 
about building an economy that ensures every 
Californian thrives.

So don’t just watch the debate, engage with us and engage with the 
candidates…use #CAGovDebate and #ChooseChildren2018

YOUR VOTE MATTERS
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The first thing to do is identify how you’ll invite your guests. 

This can be done several ways: 

1. SOCIAL NETWORKING

2. CONTACTS

3. E-MAIL YOUR LIST

It’s as simple as creating a Facebook invite or 
event and tagging all of your followers/friends.

Calling through your organization or your own 
list of folks to attend creates a better awareness 
of the event and can get a higher RSVP count.

E-mail through your organization or your own 
list of folks to attend creates a better awareness 
of the event and can get a higher RSVP count. 
Include a link to your Facebook event.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

https://www.facebook.com/help/210413455658361
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PLANNING A DEBATE WATCH PARTY

Decide to commit the time to create a successful event with friends, 
family, and neighbors

Secure a location

Create a list of individuals or organizations you will invite

Create outreach materials, including:
★	An email to your contact list
★	An email to local press using our Press Release  

Template (coming soon)
★	A Facebook event page

1

2

3

4

Plan refreshments
★	If you plan to host more than 25, you should reach out to a caterer.
★	If you plan to host less that 25, you should consider:
★	having a pot-luck
★	ordering pizzas
★	consider take-out

5
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BEFORE THE DEBATE

April 24th—send invites to contact list and post Facebook event

April 24th—send press release (coming soon) to local media outlets

April 1st—send reminder invite to contact list

April 1st—Coordinate with caterer/event staff for food and beverage 

May 7th—send out reminders to guests, press, etc.

May 7th—follow-up with calls to those who have RSVP’d to 
confirm attendance.

May 8th—coordinate day-of

May 8th—watch the debate!

1

Call and text your guest list 48 hours after sending invites2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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ENGAGE WITH THE DEBATE 
As you and your guests watch the candidates answer questions, pay 
attention to the following hot topic issues.

DACA LOCAL CONTROL 
FUNDING FORMULA #BLACKLIVESMATTER #METOO

PRESIDENT TRUMP  AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING PROPERTY TAXES SINGLE-PAYER

HEALTH CARE

BAIL REFORM EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION AGRICULTURE DELTA TUNNELS

GAS TAX
 

BULLET TRAIN CAR EMISSION 
STANDARDS GUN VIOLENCE

PAID FAMILY LEAVE PENSIONS CHARTER SCHOOLS HOMELESSNESS

CALIFORNIA GUBERNATORIAL DEBATE WATCH BINGO - 2018
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CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION
After the debate, we want you to continue the conversation. The issues the 
candidates discuss affect all of us. What did you think of their answers? 

We want to hear what you and your guests thought of the 

debate. Tell your guests to text “DEBATE” to “444-999.” 

Everyone will receive a short survey to complete after the 

debate is over.

This will be a fun and interactive way to continue the conversation about 

California’s future and the vision our next Governor has for all of us. 
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THE FINAL STEP: VOTE

May 9th—follow-up with attendees asking them to fill-out surveys.

May 11th—thank attendees for filling out surveys, pester attendees 
who have not filled out surveys.

June 5th—VOTE!

If you haven’t registered to vote —register to vote  
at registertovote.ca.gov

1

2

3

4

https://registertovote.ca.gov/
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POST TO SOCIAL MEDIA

SUGGESTED FACEBOOK POSTS
There is no better way to get informed than doing it as a group!  
Join our debate watch party so we can get informed about our 
DECISION 2018. #CAGovDebate cagovdebate.org

Planning to watch the debate? Come watch with us! It will be the 
best DECISION 2018 you’ve ever made. No seriously. We will all 
be live tweeting, and signing petitions—it will be great. Which 
of the candidates do YOU think will stop dodging questions and 
#ChooseChildren2018?

https://events.bizzabo.com/CAgovdebate/
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POST TO SOCIAL MEDIA

SUGGESTED TWITTER POSTS
There is no better way to get informed than doing it as a group!  
Join our debate watch party so we can get informed about our 
DECISION 2018. #CAGovDebate cagovdebate.org  

Planning to watch the debate? Come watch with us! It will be the 
best DECISION 2018 you’ve ever made. We’ll all be live tweeting, and 
signing petitions–it will be great. Which of the candidates do YOU 
think will stop dodging questions and #ChooseChildren2018?

https://events.bizzabo.com/CAgovdebate/
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POST TO SOCIAL MEDIA

SUGGESTED FACEBOOK POST
California is failing our kids. The State has cut early education 
programs by $1 billion over the past ten years. We must invest 
in our youngest children and set them up for success in life. That 
starts with choosing a children’s governor in 2018. Visit http://bit.ly/
choosechildren2018 and take a stand to Choose Children in 2018. 
#ChooseChildren2018

SUGGESTED TWITTER POST
Education is a right, not a privilege. Elect a governor who will  
#ChooseChildren2018.  http://bit.ly/choosechildren2018
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POST TO SOCIAL MEDIA

SUGGESTED FACEBOOK POST
The facts are clear: children who receive quality early childhood care 
and education are more successful in the classroom, in college, in 
the workforce–and in life. Make sure California chooses a governor 
who will make our youngest children a priority. Visit http://bit.ly/
choosechildren2018 to learn more about how you can take a stand to 
#ChooseChildren2018

SUGGESTED TWITTER POST
Children who get quality early childhood care and education are 
more successful. Elect a gov who will #ChooseChildren2018.  
http://bit.ly/choosechildren2018


