
 

CONFERENCE OUTCOME STATEMENT (draft) 

 

ACCELERATED COLLABORATION AND PARTNERSHIPS FOR IMPROVED 

WEATHER, WATER, CLIMATE, EARLY WARNING and DISASTER RISK 

REDUCTION SERVICES IN THE SADC REGION 

 

Gaborone, 23rd June 2021  

 

We, representatives of Institutions in the SADC region and other stakeholders in building 

disaster and climate resilience, representing the Meteorology, Hydrology and Disaster Risk 

Management in Southern Africa, convened virtually from June 22 to 23, 2021 by the SADC 

Secretariat, World Bank, World Meteorological Organisation and European Union for the 

SADC Hydromet Forum.  

 

Appreciate the commitment of all participants to contribute to the Forum in its virtual format 

under the ongoing health precautions related to the COVID-19 pandemic;  

 

Recognize the increasing frequency and impact of disasters in the SADC region coupled by 

the vulnerability context of the region exacerbated by climate change and variability, 

environmental degradation, rapid land uses changes and increasing urbanization and how it 

affects livelihoods,  threatens life and undermines the achievement of sustainable development 

including the unique context and specific vulnerability of the island states with the SADC 

region;  

 

Noting the recommendations of the SADC DRR Conference, held in March 2018 in Pretoria, 

Republic of South Africa, the revised Integrated African Strategy for Meteorology, updated in 

2021 by the African Ministerial Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET) as well as global 

and regional initiatives such as the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), the 

Systematic Observations Financing Facility (SOFF) and the Global Multi-hazard Alert System 

(GMAS) of WMO and the Alliance for Hydromet Development; 

 

Acknowledging the progress already made by national governments, SADC and regional 

institutions in the modernization of hydromet, early warning and disaster risk management 

services in the region since then, including enhanced services offered by existing and newly 

designated WMO regional centres, the SADC Climate Service Centre and Southern Africa 

Regional Climate Outlook Forums (SARCOF), the Regional Resilience Strategic Framework 

2020-2030 and establishment of the Southern African Humanitarian Operations Centre 

(SHOC).  
 

Considering the comparative advantages, mandates and capacities of different stakeholders 

and convinced that modernizing every aspect of the entire value chain of hydromet systems 

and services will bring innovation to the SADC region to better respond to the needs of end 

users; acknowledging the importance of effective early warning for managing disasters 

(including epidemics);  

 

Further noting that targeted capacity building and technology transfer for national 

meteorological and hydrological services through an end user-oriented approach focused on 

service delivery and the last-mile connectivity is central to the provision of weather, water and 

climate services for climate resilience and sustainable development;  



 

Recognizing that private sector, academia, civil society, media and other non-state 

stakeholders have a key role in strengthening regional and national hydromet, early warning 

and disaster risk management services;  

 

Hereby:  

• Welcome leadership of the SADC Institutions in setting strategic frameworks and 

programmes on in support of weather, water, climate, early warning services and 

disaster risk reduction in support of the coherent implementation of the post 2015 

development and resilience frameworks;  

 

• Call for further support from the respective governments to ensure that national 

meteorological, hydrological, climate, environmental and disaster risk management 

services, and regionally designated centres, have the necessary human resources and 

political and financial enabling environments to adequately execute their mandate, 

effectively generate and exchange information, establish early warning systems, 

adequately maintain and operate infrastructures and services, which underpin 

sustainable and resilient development of all sectors of the economy and all segments of 

society, particularly, the vulnerable and the poor; 

 

• Call upon the SADC Secretariat, SADC Member States and financial, technical and 

academic partners to move beyond development of policies, plans and strategies to 

accelerate implementation of coordinated actions and further formulate a 

comprehensive regional investment plan for strengthening of weather, climate, water, 

early warning services and disaster risk reduction in Southern Africa. 

 

• Urge development partners, including the World Bank, the African Development Bank, 

Green Climate Fund, European Union, World Meteorological Organization and other 

UN Organizations, among others to step up and support investment projects, 

specifically to support the modernization of infrastructure and services in Meteorology, 

Hydrology and Disaster Risk Management, in line with the revised integrated African 

Strategy on Meteorology, according to the needs and priorities expressed by national 

and regional stakeholders in Southern Africa.  

 

• Further Urge multilateral and bilateral climate and sustainable development finance 

partners to mobilize resources for the speedy creation of the Systematic Observations 

Financing Facility (SOFF) at the UNFCCC COP 26. 

 

• Call for actions and initiatives to ensure that the recovery from the global COVID-19 

pandemic in Southern Africa will be conducted in a green, resilient, inclusive and 

climate smart manner that acknowledges the specific role of hydromet, impact-based 

forecasts and multi-hazard early warning services for managing epidemics, disaster 

risks and contributing to climate change adaptation for vulnerable communities in 

Southern Africa; 

 

• Provide a conducive environment for building and exchanging academic and research 

expertise as well as promotion of continued professional education on weather, water, 

climate, environment and disaster risk reduction in the SADC Member States; 

 



• Promote robust and meaningful gender mainstreaming and the inclusion of youth and 

community-based organizations in the design and implementation of integrated 

approaches for weather, water, climate, environment and disaster risk management 

services in support of sustainable development; 

 

• Request the Chair of the AMCOMET Bureau to bring this Communiqué to the 

attention of the next session of AMCOMET for endorsement and action; 

 

• Request SADC Secretariat to present this Conference Outcome Statement to the SADC 

Meeting of Ministers responsible for transport and meteorology in July 2021 and urge 

all stakeholders to facilitate awareness and endorsement of this Outcome Statement at 

various levels.  

 

Conducted virtually on this 23rd day of June 2021. 

 

 


