
 
 

ECCAS HYDROMET FORUM  
Towards a roadmap for the modernization of hydromet services 

 

Communiqué of Libreville, Gabon 

16 November 2018 

 
We, representatives of ECCAS Members States institutions, members of the Parliamentarians’ 
network (REPARC) and other stakeholders in building disaster and climate resilience; representing 

the Meteorology, Hydrology and Disaster Risk Management practices in Central Africa, delegates at 
the ECCAS Hydromet Forum, convened from 14 to 16 November 2018 in Libreville by ECCAS and 
the Government of Gabon with the support of the World Bank, the World Meteorological 

Organization and other development and technical partners; 
 
Appreciate the hospitality and warm welcome accorded to the conference delegates by the 

Government and the people of Gabon and commend them for their commitment towards disaster 
risk reduction and climate risk management;  
 
Considering the comparative advantages, mandates and capacity of different stakeholders who 

collectively aim to enhance the production, delivery and utilization of weather, water, climate and 
early warning services to reduce the vulnerability to hydro-meteorological induced disasters, 

extreme poverty and build shared prosperity in the ECCAS region; 

 
Noting that targeted capacity building for national and regional meteorological and hydrological 
services through an end user-oriented approach focused on service delivery and the last-mile 

connectivity is central to the provision of weather, water, climate and early warning services for 
sustainable development and climate resilience;  
 
Acknowledging the continued need for adequate investment in modernizing and integrating 

hydrological, meteorological and early warning systems and services, calling upon programs and 
partnership initiatives such as the Africa Hydromet Program, a joint partnership of the World Bank, 
WMO, AfDB and other organizations, to strengthen current achievements in the ECCAS region on 

effective climate outlooks and early warnings systems.  
 
Further acknowledging that the collaboration on weather, water, climate and early warning 

systems must be informed by various national and regional policies and strategies, including the 
Integrated African Strategy on Meteorology (IASM) under the auspices of the African Ministerial 
Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET) and the Central Africa Strategy for Risk Prevention, 
Disaster Management and Adaptation to Climate Change;  

 
Recognizing that beside the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), private 
sector, academia, civil society, media and other non-state stakeholders have also a key role in 

strengthening regional and national hydromet, early warning systems and disaster risk 
management services; 
 

Noting the importance of hydromet and disaster risk management services to meet the objectives 

of the Central Africa Regional Strategy for Risk Prevention, Disaster Management and Climate 
Change Adaptation, the Sub-regional Policy on Environment and Natural Resource Management, 
the Regional Water Policy, and building on the Africa Agenda 2063, the IASM, the Sustainable 

Development Goals, Africa Programme of Action for the Implementation of the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction, and the Paris Agreement commitments; 
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Having considered the extensive discussions and recommendations of international, regional and 
national stakeholders and experts who participated in the Forum;  

 Urge Development and Technical Partners, including the World Bank, the African 
Development Bank, the European Union, UN agencies and bilateral partners, among others to 
scale up support for the modernization of hydromet, early warning systems and disaster risk 

management services, according to the needs and priorities expressed by ECCAS, NMHSs, 

river basin organizations and national governments in Central Africa, to contribute to better 
understanding and prediction of the climate system; 

 Call for further support from the respective governments to ensure that national 

meteorological, hydrological, early warning and disaster risk management services have the 
enabling political and financial environment to adequately perform their mandates to support 
resilient development of all sectors of the economy and all segments of society, particularly 

the vulnerable and poor;  
 

 Request relevant partners to work closely towards the convergence of meteorological, 
hydrological and early warning systems and services to maximize synergies, economies of 

scale and efficiency to ensure reliable service delivery to the Central African communities and 
populations; 

 

 Acknowledge the Network of Parliamentarians for the promotion of disaster resilience and 
climate change adaptation of Central Africa (REPARC) and their influence on the 
mainstreaming of climate and disaster resilience into national decision and policy-making and 

further request REPARC to champion investments in programs of disaster and climate 
resilience by ECCAS member states.  
 

 Call for a stronger horizontal and vertical integration of policies, strategies and programs to 

strengthen weather, water, climate and early warning services at national, regional and 
continental levels, promoting the development of inclusive DRM strategies under the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and building upon the National Adaptation 

Programmes of Action (NAPA), the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) for climate 
action under the UNFCCC, and the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).   

 

 Expedite the operationalization of the Regional Climate Center for Central Africa, established 
in 2015 in Douala servicing the ECCAS region; 
 

 Urge ECCAS and its member states to scale up support for applied research and professional 

education on weather, water, climate and early warning services;  
 
 Promote gender mainstreaming and the inclusion of youth, vulnerable groups and 

community –based organizations in the design and implementation of integrated approaches 
for weather, water, climate and early warning services in support of sustainable development; 
 

 Reaffirm our support to promote ownership for strengthening of regional and national 
meteorological, hydrological and early warning services; further commit to ensure that the 
modernization of hydromet services is one of the development priorities at national and 
regional levels with adequate investments; 

 
 Request the Secretary General of ECCAS to submit to the Ministerial Council this 

communique and to bring it to the attention of ECCAS Heads of State and Governments for 

action.; 
 

 Request the African Union Commission to bring this Communiqué to the attention of the AU 
decision making structures for endorsement and action; 
 

 Unanimously adopt this Communiqué to show strong and collective commitment to support 

the development of sustainable and reliable weather, water, climate and early warning 
services and their delivery to end users in Central Africa. 

 

 

Libreville, Gabon, November 16th,  2018 


