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Here

for our
members.

Confidence comes with every card.®

We’re here for your business with great solutions at a great value. Our improved
plans give flexibility to employees and affordability to you where it’s needed
most. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network have the
award-winning member satisfaction* you want with the innovation options
you need. For more information, contact your local BCBSM licensed agent or
the MML Risk Management Department at 800-653-2483.
*Ranked #1 in Member Satisfaction among
Commercial Health Plans in Michigan.
Learn more at HereForItAll.com

For J.D. Power 2020 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations
and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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COMMITTED

DTE wants Michigan
business to thrive.
That’s one reason we

plan to spend $5 billion with Michigan-based businesses
through 2020. We also want to help build Michigan’s
future, so we have economic specialists to help those
interested in starting, relocating or expanding a business
here. They’ll consult with you on the most cost-effective
ways to manage your energy, and be more profitable.

Contact us at dteenergy.com/econdev
or call 855-367-0255.
CONVENTION 2020
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LEAGUE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
TERM EXPIRES 2020

President: Brenda F. Moore, Mayor Pro Tem, Saginaw
Vice President: William Wild, Mayor, Westland
Marlon Brown, Mayor Pro Tem, Mason
Stephen J. Gawron, Mayor, Muskegon
Brenda Jones, Council President, Detroit
Robert La Fave, Village Manager, L’Anse
Keith Van Beek, City Manager, Holland

TERM EXPIRES 2021

Diane Brown Wilhelm, Councilmember, Midland
Michael C. Cain, City Manager, Boyne City
Brian Chapman, City Manager, Sault Ste. Marie
Frances McMullan, City Manager, Ypsilanti
Jean Stegeman, Mayor, Menominee
Dr. Deirdre Waterman, Mayor, Pontiac

TERM EXPIRES 2022

Peter Dame, City Manager, Grosse Pointe
Carla J. Filkins, Mayor, Cadillac
Monica Galloway, Council President, Flint
Patrick Sullivan, City Manager, Northville
Barbara A. Ziarko, Councilmember, Sterling Heights
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AGENDA-AT-A-GLANCE
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020
1:00 – 2:30 pm
LEAGUE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

2:30 – 3:00 pm
VIRTUAL DELEGATE CHECK-IN

3:00 – 4:00 pm
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
9:15 – 10:30 am
GENERAL SESSION: OPENING KEYNOTE
Michigan Municipal Executives (MME) Colloquium:
Transforming Communities to Achieve Racial Equity
Introduction to Community Wealth Building

10:30 – 11:00 am
BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

11:00 am – Noon
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
The Future of Public Safety: Reimagining Community Engagement
Using Facebook to Promote Your Community

Noon – 1:00 pm
LUNCH BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

1:00 – 2:00 pm
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
An Introduction to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Work
and the Role of Government
Building Community Wealth through Social Enterprises
Social Districts—What Have We Learned?

2:00 – 2:30 pm
BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

CONVENTION 2020
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2:30 – 3:30 pm
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Best Practices for Parks & Recreation under COVID-19
Building Community Wealth through Philanthropic Partnerships
City Hall: Business as Usual?

3:30 – 5:00 pm
VIRTUAL EXPO HALL

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020
9:30 – 10:30 am		
GENERAL SESSION: KEYNOTE
Leading in a Time of Crisis

10:30 – 11:00 am
BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

11:00 am – Noon
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Leading The Effort on State and Federal Legislative Issues
ServeMICity

Noon – 1:00 pm
LUNCH BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

1:00 – 2:00 pm
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Adaptation in Michigan’s Shifting Climate
Addressing Drug Policies through Public Health & Safety:
A Conversation with Ithaca Mayor Svante Myrick
Grand Haven Scenario Planning
Re-Open for Business: The Future of Our Main Streets

1:30 – 2:00 pm
BREAKOUT SESSION
Live with Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson

2:00 – 2:30 pm
BREAK
Network in the Community and Visit the Virtual Expo Hall

CONVENTION 2020
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2:30 – 3:45 pm
CLOSING GENERAL SESSION
Working Together: Effective Bipartisan Efforts at the Federal Level

3:45 – 5:00 pm
VIRTUAL EXPO HALL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020
10:00 – 11:00 am
MICHIGAN WOMEN IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
Business Meeting
Engaged Inclusivity with the City of East Lansing’s First DEI Administrator Elaine Hardy

11:30 am – 12:45 pm
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS ANNUAL MEETING

1:00 – 3:00 pm
MICHIGAN BLACK CAUCUS OF LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS
WALKING WHILE BLACK: L.O.V.E. Is The Answer, a film by A.J. Ali

Our network
backs you up
without holding
you back.

© 2019 Verizon. All rights reserved.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
ATTENDING SESSIONS

Every session will open 15 minutes before the speaker’s presentation begins.
Please use these extra 15 minutes to ensure you have no technical issues prior
to the start of the session.
All sessions will broadcast directly from the Agenda page on the Convention
website. Just click the “Join Now” button to jump into a session—they’re
all open to you!
Be sure to log in and create your customized agenda by “starring” your favorite
sessions. Everything you choose will be listed under your “Interests” tab.
You are also able to add sessions to your personal calendars by clicking into
the session of your choosing and selecting “Add to Calendar” located above
the session title.

TECH HELP

To make sure you have the best experience during the conference,
please use Google Chrome as your browser.
To run our virtual platform, your system must have one of the following:
•
•
•
•

Windows 7 and above, running Chrome, Firefox or Edge.
Internet Explorer is not supported
MacOS 10.9 or later, running Chrome and Firefox. Safari not supported
iPhone 5S or later, running iOS 11 and up (Must be connected on the
event app)
Android 4.0 or later, running Chrome

Please use Google Chrome as your browser. Other browsers may work,
but are not officially supported.
Visit our attendee Troubleshooting page for more Tips & Tricks by clicking here,
or reach out directly to eventshelp@mml.org for any questions or concerns you
may have.

VIRTUAL EXPO HALL

Be sure you “stop by” the Virtual Expo Hall during session breaks, lunch,
and at the end of each Convention day! Visit any of our exhibitors’ virtual booths
to learn more about their products or services, as well as to connect with any
of their representatives.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY

To maximize your Convention experience, we invite you to join our event
Networking Community. Browse the community member list, message fellow
attendees and learn more about them. Click here to view the community page.

CONVENTION 2020
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VENDOR SPONSORSHIPS

We are fortunate to have many vendor sponsorships this year. Please see the list of
sponsors on page 4 or view them on the sponsorship page of convention.mml.org
and thank these companies for supporting local government.

VIRTUAL CONVENTION COURTESY REMINDERS
•
•
•

Please login to the platform at least 5 minutes prior to start time to ensure
you have no technical difficulties
Please remember to turn off your camera and mute your microphone
Please reach out to eventshelp@mml.org for any questions or concerns
regarding the Virtual Convention platform

EVALUATIONS

Evaluations for individual Breakout Sessions will be available at the end of the
session. The overall evaluation form will be emailed following Convention and
available in the app.

CORE LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES

In accordance with the League Bylaws, the Board of Trustees has considered
statements of policy in advance of the annual meeting. Clerks from member
municipalities were notified in August that the 2020-2021 proposed League
Core Legislative Principles were available on the League website.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected with all that is going on during the Virtual Convention and with
the League by following the League on Facebook and #mmlconv on Twitter.

ELECTED OFFICIALS ACADEMY CREDITS

The Elected Officials Academy (EOA) is a four level, voluntary, recognition
program. Any League class that you take, conference that you attend,
or committee that you serve on, earns you EOA credits. Earn 4 credits
for attending the Convention. Enroll today at eoa.mml.org.

Make the mark.
Learn why governmental organizations have
trusted Plante Moran for more than 75 years.
Stacey Reeves | stacey.reeves@plantemoran.com
plantemoran.com

CONVENTION 2020
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ICMA CORE COMPETENCY CREDITS

The International City/County Management Association (ICMA) offers a voluntary
credentialing program to recognize professional local government managers
and to promote lifelong learning. To assist managers who are considering or
already participating in the program, the League will list one or more of ICMA’s
18 core competency (CC) areas for each of the Convention sessions. You can
view those by clicking here. If you are interested in finding out more about this,
contact Summer Minnick, sminnick@mml.org, or 800.653.2483.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Nominating Committee will post the names of nominees for the Board
of Trustees to the session page. To view, please go to the Annual Business meeting
on the agenda page and click “View Session”.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Melanie Piana, Chairperson; Mayor, Ferndale
Lois Allen-Richardson, Mayor, Ypsilanti
Jason Eppler, City Manager, Ionia
Pauline Repp, Mayor, Port Huron
Nathan Triplet, East Lansing
Daniel Gilmartin, Executive Director/CEO, Michigan Municipal League

Beyond Energy
A brighter
future for
people, the
planet and
Michigan’s
prosperity.
332150

Learn more at MICleanEnergy.com
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GENERAL SESSION PRESENTERS
CLARENCE E. ANTHONY
CEO AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
National League of Cities

Clarence E. Anthony is CEO and executive director
of the National League of Cities (NLC), the largest
and oldest organization representing America’s cities
and their leaders. Under his leadership, the NLC
has advanced policies that expand local control and
provide direct funding for local programs related to public safety, infrastructure,
transportation, and sustainability.
Anthony began his career in public service as the mayor of South Bay, FL,
for 24 years. He is known as a creative and thoughtful leader in his community.
He is considered an expert in citizen engagement and techniques that build
a sense of community within cities. Anthony has been on the forefront
of politics in the United States and internationally for the past 20 years,
culminating with productive presidencies of the Florida League of Cities
and the National League of Cities (NLC), respectively.
He holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration with specialization
in City Growth Management policy from Florida Atlantic University.

DAN GILMARTIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CEO
Michigan Municipal League

Dan Gilmartin is the executive director and CEO
of the Michigan Municipal League. Through his work
with communities, Dan is recognized as a national
leader in the fields of urban revitalization, placemaking,
local government reform, and transportation policy.
Under Dan’s leadership, the League powers innovative programs and practices
that improve communities in Michigan and beyond. He is a frequent national
and international speaker. In recent years, he has given presentations
internationally including in China, Sweden, Australia, and Denmark, and across
the nation—from Los Angeles to D.C. to Vermont. In 2018, Dan gave highly
publicized testimony before a U.S. Congress Senate Committee on behalf
of local governments nationwide regarding state and local transportation
infrastructure needs.

CONVENTION 2020
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Dan is frequently quoted in state and national publications on community-related
topics. He has also authored numerous opinion columns that have appeared in
statewide publications, including the Detroit News, Crain’s Detroit Business,
mlive.com, and Bridge Magazine.
In 2018, Dan added podcast host to his resume on the Economics of Place
podcast, part of the League’s We Love Where You Live podcast series.
He is a frequent blogger and a contributing author to the books The Economics
of Place: The Value of Building Communities Around People and the follow-up
Economics of Place: The Art of Building Great Communities.
He is actively engaged in the National League of Cities and previously served
on the NLC’s board of directors. In 2018, he was selected to the NLC’s National
Task Force on Housing and in 2015 was a member of NLC’s President Election
Task Force.
Prior to his current position, Dan served for four years as the lead advocate
for Michigan’s communities in Lansing and Washington, D.C., where he
concentrated on a number of key issues including transportation, land use,
and urban redevelopment.
Dan is a Michigan kid, a Detroit native (and booster), and currently resides in the
historic downtown of Northville, Michigan with his wife, Lori, and two young sons.

DAN KILDEE
CONGRESSMAN

Michigan’s Fifth District
Born and raised in Flint, Congressman Dan Kildee
is a lifelong Michigander. In Congress, he has proven
he can bring people together and get real results for
his constituents and Michigan. Congressman Kildee
holds various leadership positions in Congress.
As Chief Deputy Whip—part of the Democratic leadership team in the 116th
Congress—he acts as an important liaison among Members of Congress and
the leadership to build support for Democratic priorities and legislation.
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FAYE ALEXANDER NELSON
MICHIGAN DIRECTOR
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Faye Alexander Nelson serves as Michigan Director of
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. In this role, she oversees
strategy, operations, and grantmaking throughout
the state of Michigan, which includes offices and
priority funding locations in Detroit, Grand Rapids,
and Battle Creek. Prior to joining the Kellogg Foundation, Nelson served as the
2018 Sojourner Truth Fellow at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where
she taught a graduate level course on placemaking and public space development
in urban communities. Before joining the University of Michigan’s faculty, Nelson
served as vice president of DTE Energy (NYSE: DTE); additionally, she was board
chair and president of the DTE Energy Foundation. In this role, she restructured
the company’s philanthropic priorities, redesigned its program funding strategy,
and oversaw the disbursement and fulfillment of over $20 million in annual grant
funding to nonprofits statewide.
Nelson has more than 30 years of senior executive experience in the corporate
and nonprofit sectors, specializing in real estate, economic development,
technology, energy, and philanthropy. She brings significant governance
experience, including 14 years of board service with Compuware Corporation
where she served on the compensation and nominating committees. She currently
serves on numerous charitable boards including the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
as treasurer and finance chair, and the Henry Ford Health System and Health
Network as a member of the nominating committee.

GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR
State of Michigan

Since March, Governor Whitmer has led the state
of Michigan as we have confronted multiple crises—
the worst global pandemic we’ve seen in over a
century, a 500-year flooding event, and nationwide
protests after the death of George Floyd calling for
a more just, equitable nation. Governor Whitmer has confronted all of these
issues head-on and offered real, meaningful solutions. Over the past five months,
Governor Whitmer has taken aggressive action against the COVID-19 pandemic.
The tough choices she has made, along with the relentless work of the heroes on
the front lines of this crisis, have proven to save thousands of lives. The governor
has worked with partners in business and those at the state and federal level
to secure PPE for thousands of frontline workers, expanded testing across the
state, and worked with insurance companies to waive costs for COVID-19 testing
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and treatment. The governor is committed to helping Michiganders everywhere
recover from this crisis, whether they’re a frontline worker in our hospitals
or grocery stores, a small business owner, or one of the more than 100,000
educators who have dedicated their lives to reaching their students over the past
five months. The governor is working around the clock to ensure support for
the people of our state and has repeatedly called on the federal government to
work together on a bipartisan recovery package that will help Michigan families.
Governor Whitmer has always said that we can’t call Michigan a successful state
unless our people are successful. As we navigate and recover from the COVID-19
pandemic, she will continue working to save lives and put more Michiganders on a
path to success.

HALEY STEVENS
CONGRESSWOMAN
Michigan’s 11th District

Congresswoman Haley Stevens grew up in
Rochester Hills, Michigan, and graduated from
Seaholm High School in Birmingham. She earned
a master’s degree in social policy and philosophy
and a bachelor’s degree in political science and
philosophy from American University.
Before being elected to Congress, Congresswoman Stevens served as the
Chief of Staff to the U.S. Auto Rescue Task Force, the federal initiative responsible
for saving General Motors, Chrysler, and 200,000 Michigan Jobs. She also played
a key role in setting up the Office of Recovery for Automotive Communities
and Workers, and the White House Office of Manufacturing Policy. After
serving in the Obama Administration, Congresswoman Stevens worked in
a manufacturing research lab focused on the future of work in the digital age.
Congresswoman Haley Stevens sits on the House Committee on Education &
Labor, and the House Committee on Science, Space & Technology, where she also
serves as Chairwoman of the Research & Technology Subcommittee. On these
Committees, Congresswoman Stevens works to protect access to healthcare,
promote manufacturing, expand educational opportunity, stand up for workers’
rights, and increase investment in critical research and development.
Congresswoman Stevens resides in Rochester Hills and attends Kensington
Church in Troy.
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DWIGHT EVANS
CONGRESSMAN

Pennsylvania’s 3rd District
Congressman Dwight Evans represents Pennsylvania’s
3rd Congressional District, which includes Northwest
and West Philadelphia and parts of North, South
and Center City Philadelphia. He was first elected in
a special election in November 2016. Before that,
he served as a state representative for 36 years, and
earned a reputation as a pragmatic leader who knows how to put public policy
above politics and make ideas matter. He made history in 1990 when he became
the first African-American chairman of the House Appropriations Committee,
a position he held for two decades.
Throughout his public service career, Congressman Evans has worked tirelessly
to expand and broaden access to economic and educational opportunities
for all Philadelphians. He currently serves on the Ways and Means and Small
Business Committees. He is also an at-large member of the executive committee
of the Congressional Black Caucus. In his first term, he had one of his bills
passed and signed into law, a true accomplishment for a freshman in the minority
party. The new law is designed to reduce costs for small business owners who
apply for a loan through the Small Business Administration. He also hosted a
roundtable in Philadelphia on small business issues with then Ranking Member,
now Chairwoman of the Small Business Committee, Nydia Velazquez.
In his first term, he also supported a criminal justice reform bill which became
law, the First Step Act. His efforts also included hosting a roundtable on the
subject in Philadelphia with then Ranking Member, now Chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, Jerry Nadler. Congressman Evans is also a member of the House Gun
Violence Prevention Task Force.
In the new Democratic-majority House, Congressman Evans is looking forward
to advancing priorities such as protecting health care and reducing health
disparities, and advocating for gun reform, criminal justice reform and economic
development, including supporting small businesses.
A longtime resident of the West Oak Lane neighborhood, he is a graduate of
Germantown High School, the Community College of Philadelphia and LaSalle
University. Congressman Evans will keep working to rebuild Philadelphia,
and America, block by block!
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020
1:00 – 2:30 PM
LEAGUE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
2:30 – 3:00 PM
VIRTUAL DELEGATE CHECK-IN

If you are a voting delegate, please check in at this time via the Zoom
connection details that were emailed to you or through the link on
the convention.mml.org website.

3:00 – 4:00 PM
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Presiding:
		
•
•

Brenda F. Moore, Mayor Pro Tem, Saginaw;
President, Michigan Municipal League Board

Adoption of the 2020-2021 Core Legislative Principles
Election of League Trustees

For detailed instructions on connecting to the meeting, meeting procedures,
making a motion, and voting/motion approvals, please view the Business Meeting
Connection Instructions & Meeting Procedures Guide linked below.
What you’ll need for the meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laptop with camera/mic capability
Mobile device (smartphone or tablet) with access to your email.
Business Meeting Connection Instructions & Meeting Procedures Guide
Business Meeting Agenda
2020/21 Core Principles
Email from DirectVote as mentioned above
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
9:15 – 10:30 AM
GENERAL SESSION: OPENING KEYNOTE
Sponsored by Michigan Municipal Executives

Welcome:
		

Brenda F. Moore, Mayor Pro Tem, Saginaw; President,
Michigan Municipal League Board

Remarks:
		

John Shay, Deputy County Administrator, Ottawa County;
President, Michigan Municipal Executives

Michigan Municipal Executives (MME) Colloquium: Transforming
Communities to Achieve Racial Equity
Sponsored by Michigan Municipal Executives

Speaker:
		

Faye Alexander Nelson, Michigan Director,
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Introduction to Community Wealth Building
Speaker:
Dan Gilmartin, Executive Director & CEO,
		
Michigan Municipal League
Community wealth building is an inclusive block-by-block approach to
building resilient, adaptable communities that purposefully create opportunities
to improve the human experience. It is the idea that for economic prosperity
to be real, it must be infused in, across, and through the community. New value
is created in community wealth building. This evolution of the League’s
commitment to placemaking will help reshape what economic opportunity
means for Michigan’s communities.

PLA N N IN G
DESIG N
BU ILDIN G

888.226.4326 · MCKA.COM
NORTHVILLE · DETROIT · GRAND RAPIDS · KALAMAZOO
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10:30 – 11:00 AM
BREAK
Our Virtual Expo Hall is Officially Open
During the session break, spend some time in our Virtual Expo Hall! Exhibitors
are available and waiting for you to visit their virtual booths. Click into each
booth to directly connect with representatives and to learn more about their
products or services.

11:00 AM – NOON
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
The Future of Public Safety: Reimagining Community Engagement
Moderator:
Raylon Leaks-May, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Ferndale
Speakers:

Jerry Clayton, Washtenaw County Sheriff

		
		

Derrick Jackson, Director of Community Engagement,
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office

What does it take to cultivate a department-wide culture that puts community
engagement and collaborative problem-solving at the center? The Washtenaw
County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) offers a unique answer: hire an outside social
worker to run community engagement, and instead of partitioning that individual
away from the bread-and-butter of law enforcement operations, elevate them
as an executive-level leader within the organization. In 2009, Washtenaw County
Sheriff Jerry Clayton hired Derrick Jackson, a social worker running the homeless
shelter Ozone House, to be his new director of community engagement.
Join Sheriff Clayton and Director Jackson to learn how the Washtenaw
County Sheriff’s Office brings a new approach to community engagement and
to policing more generally, one that works in partnership with the community,
and that seeks to re-imagine how law enforcement can promote public safety
outside of strict arrests.

If only your
telecom costs
were so obvious

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic has forced many changes
in the workplace: working from home, Zoom meetings, Social
Distancing when returning. All of this while you still need to
provide communication to your Staff and Residents. During this
time MML’s endorsed communications technology consulting
partner, Abilita, may be able to help. They can advise on your
remote options for voice, chat and video collaboration with
coworkers. In addition they will find ways to reduce your
telecom spending while freeing up staffs’ time.
If you need help with short or long term transitions,
reach out to Abilita to see how they can help you.
mml@abilita.com
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Using Facebook to Promote Your Community
Moderator:
Sarah Kile, Council Member, City of Gladwin
		
		

Matt Bach, Director of Communications,
Michigan Municipal League

Speaker:

Tracy Rohrbach, Politics and Government Outreach, Facebook

		

Rachel Holland, US Politics & Government Outreach, Facebook

This is your chance to ask Facebook all your burning questions. Facebook’s Tracy
Rohrbach will give the latest tips and tricks in effectively using the social media
platform to communicate about your community. During this pandemic, Facebook
has become a go-to source for many communities to keeping touch with their
residents and supporters. Tracy will lead this session to share resources and best
practices for hosting engaging Facebook Live videos, Town Halls, and providing
COVID-19 updates to your residents. She’ll also be available to answer any
questions you have on using Facebook for your community.

NOON – 1:00 PM
LUNCH BREAK
Visit the Virtual Expo Hall
During your lunch break, spend some time in our Virtual Expo Hall! Exhibitors
are available and waiting for you to visit their virtual booths. Click into each
booth to directly connect with representatives and to learn more about their
products or services.

1:00 – 2:00 PM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Sponsored by Consumers Energy

An Introduction to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Work
and the Role of Government
Moderator:
Brandy Merritt, Director, Strategy Mobilization & Integration,
		Consumers Energy
Speaker:
		

Alfredo Hernandez, Equity Officer,
Michigan Department of Civil Rights

The Michigan Department of Civil Rights’ Equity Office presents key factors
that shape implicit bias and the intersection points that help sustain advantages
and disadvantages at the personal, interpersonal, institutional, and structural level.
The session introduces participants to the key role government plays in creating
and sustaining equity, and highlights debiasing strategies to operationalize equity
long term.
In this presentation, MDCR’s Equity Office highlights the level of intentionality
required to dismantle systems of advantage and the commitment required to
increase racial consciousness and cultural awareness in order to operationalize
equity at the institutional and structural level.”
CONVENTION 2020

23

#mmlconv

Building Community Wealth through Social Enterprises
Moderator:
Janet Dillon, Council Member, Saline
Speakers:

John McMicken, CEO, Evergreen Cooperatives

		

Joan Nelson, Executive Director, Allen Neighborhood Center

		

Mitch Tomlinson, CEO, Emeritus of Peckham Inc.

This session will explore how cities can partner with businesses to create social
enterprises that help build community wealth. Social enterprises address unmet
community needs or help solve social and environmental problems through a
market-driven approach. Panelists will discuss successful models and tools for
supporting these organizations.
Social Districts—What Have We Learned?
Moderator:
Andrea Karpinski, Councilmember, Hamtramck
Speakers :

Dave Alexander, Business Development Manager, Muskegon

		
		

David Marvin, Deputy Director, Executive Services Division,
Michigan Liquor Control Commission

		
		

Barbara Subastian, Regional Manager of Enforcement,
Michigan Liquor Control Commission

		

Lori Ward, DDA Director, Northville

Recent changes to Michigan’s liquor law now allow municipalities to establish
“social districts.” Many questions are being asked… what are they, what kind
of an impact might they have on your community, who’s responsible for
enforcement, litter, restrooms, etc.? In this session, hear from cities embracing
the concept, lessons learned so far, and what your community should be thinking
about when discussing the establishment of a social district.

Thriving Communities
Don’t Happen by Accident™


Charters & Ordinances
Election Law
Employment Law Intergovernmental Agreements
Litigation
Police Liability
Zoning & Planning

AUDREY J. FORBUSH

Direct: (810) 342-7014 • aforbush@plunkettcooney.com
www.plunkettcooney.com
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2:00 – 2:30 PM
BREAK
Networking Community
To maximize your Convention experience, we invite you to join our event
Networking Community. Browse the community member list, message fellow
attendees and learn more about them. Click here to view the community page.

2:30 – 3:30 PM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Best Practices for Parks & Recreation under COVID-19
Moderator:
Bridget Dean, Mayor Pro Tem, Berkley
Speakers:

Kendall Klingelsmith, Director of Parks and Recreation, Petoskey

		
		

Jeff Muck; Director of Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Services, Novi

		

Clay Summers, Executive Director, mParks

Governor Whitmer has encouraged the public to get outside and exercise during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Without explicit guidelines, municipal officials are left
wondering how to respond. Should you close playgrounds, parks, and restrooms;
are warning signs adequate; what activities to continue, what to delay, etc.?
Attend this session to learn best practices on parks and recreation.
Building Community Wealth through Philanthropic Partenerships
Moderators:
Ian Perrotta, Councilmember/Mayor Pro Tem, Hamtramck
		
		

Helen Johnson, MML Foundation President,
Michigan Municipal League

Speakers:
		

Freyja Harris, Project Director, Pontiac Funders Collaborative,
Community Foundation for Southeast MI

		
		

Regina Bell, Director, Public Policy,
Council of Michigan Foundations

		

Michael Shaw, Program Director, Hudson-Webber Foundation

How can local governments work with philanthropy to create more just and
equitable communities? Through shared efforts to develop fresh approaches
to planning and design, community engagement, public spaces and more,
partnerships like this can bring about a better quality of life for your residents.
Join the MML Foundation for a panel discussion on how developing relationships
with your local funders can build civic muscle and equitable community wealth
for an active, engaged, and caring community.
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City Hall: Business as Usual?
Moderator:
Lee Kilbourn, Mayor, Auburn
Speakers:
		

William Mrdeza, Community Services & Economic
Development Director, Mount Pleasant

		

Jacob Kain, City Planner, Mount Pleasant

		
Michelle Sponseller, Downtown Development Director,
		Mount Pleasant
This session will examine how cities have continued the administration of
government operations during various stages of shutdown and reopening.
Local officials reflect on what has changed and what has remained the same.
We will also share some on-the-ground innovations and talk about the
unexpected positive outcomes of carrying on amid the pandemic.

3:30 – 5:00 PM
VIRTUAL EXPO HALL
Visit the Virtual Expo Hall
Exhibitors are available and waiting for you to visit their virtual booths. Click into
each booth to directly connect with representatives and to learn more about their
products or services,
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020
9:30 – 10:30 AM		
GENERAL SESSION: KEYNOTE
Welcome:
		

Brenda F. Moore, Mayor Pro Tem, Saginaw;
President, Michigan Municipal League Board

Remarks:
		

Michele Wildman, SVP, Community Development,
Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC)

Leading in a Time of Crisis

Sponsored by Michigan Economic Development Corporation

Speakers:

Governor Gretchen Whitmer, State of Michigan

		

Clarence Anthony, Executive Director, National League of Cities

Governor Gretchen Whitmer and National League of Cities Executive Director
Clarence Anthony discuss the challenges of leading through a crisis, the
importance of facing those challenges head-on, and how to emerge stronger
and more resilient.

10:30 – 11:00 AM
BREAK
Networking Community
To maximize your Convention experience, we invite you to join our event
Networking Community. Browse the community member list, message fellow
attendees and learn more about them. Click here to view the community page.

11:00 AM – NOON
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Leading The Effort on State and Federal Legislative Issues
Sponsored by ROWE Professional Services Company

Moderator:
		

Jack Wheatley, Director of Corporate Marketing,
ROWE Professional Services Company

		
		

Matt Bach, Director of Communications,
Michigan Municipal League
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Speakers:
		

Chris Hackbarth, Director, State & Federal Affairs,
Michigan Municipal League

		
		

John LaMacchia II, Assistant Director, State & Federal Affairs,
Michigan Municipal League

		
		

Jennifer Rigterink, Legislative Associate,
Michigan Municipal League

The League’s legislative team will offer an in-depth look at what is happening
in Lansing and Washington, D.C. Come hear the latest on the state and federal
budget, open meetings act, high waters levels, and many other issues impacting
local government.
ServeMICity
Moderator:

Bob Valdez, Village President, Blissfield

Speakers:

Tim Dempsey, Vice President, Public Sector Consultants

		

Julie Durham, Senior Consultant, Public Sector Consultants

		

Phil Kerns, Clerk, Frankenmuth

In May of this year, the League launched our ServeMICity initiative to support
communities during these unprecedented times of dealing with the global
COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, we wanted to help our member municipalities
access, obtain, and implement available COVID-19 related state and federal
funds like the CARES Act. We contracted with Public Sector Consultants
(PSC) to provide free informational webinars and direct technical assistance for
communities as they have prepared grant applications and cost reimbursement
applications. This session will give an overview of the available ServeMICity
assistance that the League and PSC can continue to provide members, answer
questions related to funding opportunities, and highlight some of the successes
of the ServeMICity program.

NOON – 1:00 PM
LUNCH BREAK
Visit the Virtual Expo Hall
During your lunch break, spend some time in our Virtual Expo Hall! Exhibitors
are available and waiting for you to visit their virtual booths. Click into each booth
to directly connect with representatives and to learn more about their products
or services.
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1:00 – 2:00 PM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Adaptation in Michigan’s Shifting Climate
Moderator:
Coleen Skornicka, Trustee, Ortonville
Speaker:

Dr. Victoria Herrmann, President and Managing Director,
The Arctic Institute

Michigan’s future is shaped by a shifting climate. Our state is projected to see a
five-fold increase in heat wave days by 2050, which will affect the nearly 340,000
people who live in flood-prone areas. These threats require local leadership to
keep communities safe. At the same time, this region will likely be a destination for
people moving from worse climate conditions. Noted climate scientist Dr. Victoria
Herrmann will examine these factors, and talk about the question every Michigan
city leader should be asking themselves, “How can I make my city a welcoming
place for climate migrants from America’s eroding coastlines and fire country to
make a new home and contribute to our economy and public life?”
Addressing Drug Policies through Public Health & Safety:
A Conversation with Ithaca Mayor Svante Myrick
Jamie Forbes, Councilmember, Saginaw
Moderator:
Speaker:

Svante Myrick, Mayor, Ithaca, New York

Svante Myrick became Ithaca, New York’s youngest mayor and first mayor of
color in 2011, at the age of 24. Since his election, he has championed innovative
policies and programs for his community, including “The Ithaca Plan: A Public
Health and Safety Approach to Drugs and Drug Policy.” As communities around
the country grapple with issues surrounding drug use and the barriers it presents
to local residents, join us for a discussion with Mayor Myrick to learn more about
the plan, which diverts people directly into the social service system instead of
perpetuating the revolving-door system of incarceration for low-level offenses.
Grand Haven Scenario Planning
Bob Monetza, Mayor, Grand Haven
Moderator:
Speakers:

Matt Cowall, Acting Executive Director, LIAA
Richard Norton, Professor of Urban and Regional Planning,
University of Michigan
Pat McGinnis, City Manager, Grand Haven

Panelists will discuss the use of scenario planning models to help communities
make land use and development decisions in the face of unpredictably fluctuating
water levels and increasing storms. University of Michigan researchers worked
with several Michigan coastal communities to anticipate possible climate futures
and map areas at risk of waves and flooding. Possible climate futures were paired
with a set of management options, such as zoning-based setbacks, to identify the
risks and benefits of development in certain areas.
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Re-Open for Business: The Future of Our Main Streets
Moderator:
Colleen Brown, Mayor, Montrose
Speakers:

Cathleen Edgerly, Executive Director, Downtown Lansing Inc.

		

Rae Gosling, Director, Grayling Main Street

		
		

Joe Nickol, Principal, Director of Design + Development,
YARD & Company

COVID-related shutdowns and re-openings have forced local businesses
and downtowns to adapt quickly, making changes to how they stay afloat,
reach customers, and use public space. We’ll explore some of the main street
innovations that have emerged since March, and how we might learn from the
experience to emerge stronger.

1:30 – 2:00 PM
BREAKOUT SESSION
Live with Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson
Moderator:
Dennis Hennen, Councilmember, Berkley
Speaker:

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson

Hear directly from Michigan’s Secretary of State, Jocelyn Benson, as she discusses
effective ways to host an election during a pandemic, voting by mail, redistricting,
and branch office operations.
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2:00 – 2:30 PM
BREAK
Networking Community
To maximize your Convention experience, we invite you to join our event
Networking Community. Browse the community member list, message fellow
attendees and learn more about them. Click here to view the community page.

2:30 – 3:45 PM
CLOSING GENERAL SESSION
Working Together: Effective Bipartisan Efforts at the Federal Level
Sponsored by Plante Moran

Moderator:
		

William Wild, Mayor, City of Westland, Vice President,
Michigan Municipal League Board

Remarks:

David Helisek, Partner, Plante Moran

Speakers:
		

Congressman Dan Kildee,
United States House of Representatives

		
		

Congresswoman Haley Stevens,
United States House of Representatives

		
		

Congressman Dwight Evans,
United States House of Representatives

A panel of federal legislators discuss the importance of building relationships
and working together on policy that positively impacts people and the
communities in which they live.
Gavel Pass:
		

Brenda F. Moore, Mayor Pro Tem, Saginaw;
President, Michigan Municipal League Board

Closing:
		

William Wild, Mayor, City of Westland; Vice President,
Michigan Municipal League Board

3:45 – 5:00 PM
VIRTUAL EXPO HALL
Visit the Virtual Expo Hall
Exhibitors are available and waiting for you to visit their virtual booths! Click into
each booth to directly connect with representatives and to learn more about their
products or services.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020
10:00 – 11:00 AM
MICHIGAN WOMEN IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
Business Meeting
Presiding:
Valerie Kindle, President, Michigan Women in Municipal
		
Government President /Mayor Pro Tem, Harper Woods
Engaged Inclusivity with the City of East Lansing’s First DEI
Administrator Elaine Hardy
Moderator:
Emily Kieliszewski, Member Programs Lead,
		
Michigan Municipal League
Speaker:
Elaine Hardy, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Administrator,
		East Lansing
In June 2020, Elaine Hardy was selected to serve as the City of East Lansing’s
first diversity, equity, and inclusion administrator. This new position was created
to coordinate and guide efforts to define, understand, assess, foster, and cultivate
diversity, equity, and inclusion for the City of East Lansing. Hardy, who had served
almost 19 years as the East Lansing Hannah Community Center Coordinator and
17 years as the City of East Lansing’s liaison to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Commission of Mid-Michigan, will join MWIMG to discuss her groundbreaking
role as the city’s first DEI administrator and her journey in the government and
civic sector. She’ll also detail how East Lansing is building relationships with diverse
populations to promote diversity as an essential and core element of the city’s
mission and offer practical insight on how leaders can better support this work
in their own communities.

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS ANNUAL MEETING
Presiding:
		

Pauline Repp, President, Michigan Association of Mayors;
Mayor, Port Huron
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1:00 – 3:00 PM
MICHIGAN BLACK CAUCUS OF LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS
WALKING WHILE BLACK: L.O.V.E. Is The Answer, a film by A.J. Ali
Hosted by the Michigan Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials (MBC-LEO)

Presiding:
		

Lois Allen-Richardson, Mayor, Ypsilanti; President,
Michigan Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials

Speakers:
		
		
		

A.J. Ali, U.S. Air Force Service Disabled Veteran,
Director & Producer, “WALKING WHILE BLACK:
L.O.V.E. Is The Answer” documentary film, Author,
L.O.V.E. Is The Answer book

		
		
		

Nathaniel “Nat” Alston President & Founder, The Horizons
Group, LLC; Chairman of the National Board of Directors,
National Association Of African Americans in Human Resources

Michigan Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials (MBC-LEO) will unveil their
racial equity playbook during this session. The group invites Convention attendees
to join them in watching a 60-minute version of the film WALKING WHILE
BLACK: L.O.V.E. Is the Answer,. The film explores the relationship between law
enforcement and the African-American community. There will be a facilitated
discussion following the film.
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WHERE
MICHIGAN
COMMUNITIES
FIND
SUPPORT.
To navigate through 2020, Michigan communities have
had to adapt. And the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation was right there alongside them, helping to
connect communities to resources that support small
businesses, meet new partners and access the additional
business capital they needed from the start. If your community
or local business needs support, the MEDC is available to help
in any way we can.
Find customized business and community assistance at
michiganbusiness.org/pure-partnership
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