
TJ Shorts First Dual Player of the Year, Newcomer of the Year in Big West History
Big West Men’s Basketball All-Conference Team Revealed

	
IRVINE, CA – Big West regular season champion UC Davis captured three of the four primary awards to highlight the 
announcement of the 2017-18 men’s basketball all-conference team, voted on by the nine head coaches. TJ Shorts is 
the first individual in Big West history to earn both the Player of the Year and Newcomer of the Year award in the same 
season.  Jim Les, the architect of the UC Davis championship season, claimed Coach of the Year accolades.  Meanwhile, 
CSUN local product Terrell Gomez notched the Freshman of the Year award.

Shorts II secured the second Player of the Year award in UC Davis lore behind Corey Hawkins in 2014-15.  He also 
became the third Aggie – Hawkins (2013) and Chima Moneke (2017) – to receive Newcomer of the Year recognition in 
the eight-year history of the award.  

The 5-foot-10 junior guard was a catalyst in the regular season championship for the Aggie program.  In overall games, 
Shorts II ranked seventh among conference players in scoring (15.2 ppg), fifth in field goal percentage (.538), second in 
assists (4.3 apg) and first in steals (2.0 spg).  He also placed third in assist-to-turnover ratio at +1.8.  Shorts II stepped up 
his performances towards the latter part of the season to help the Aggies finish 12-4 in Big West play.  Over the final eight 
games, Shorts II averaged 21.0 points on 56.6% (56-of-99) shooting and hit two game-winning shots – a running three-
pointer that downed Long Beach State on Feb. 3 and a coast-to-coast layup that nipped UC Riverside at the end on Feb. 24.

A native of Tustin, Calif., Shorts II recorded first UC Davis triple-double in nearly a decade with 10 points, 10 rebounds and 
10 assists in a victory at Cal Poly on Feb. 15.  The Saddleback College transfer poured in 10 20-point games, including a 
career-high 31 points in the triple overtime, 105-104 win at LBSU.  He had six 20-point efforts in the last eight games as 
the Aggies made their run to the title.

Les became the 12th individual in Big West history to earn multiple Coach of the Year plaques.  He claimed his first honor 
in 2014-15 when the Aggies notched a school-record 25 wins and won their first Big West title.  With just one returning 
starter from last year’s NCAA Tournament squad, the 2017-18 Aggie edition went 21-9 overall under Les.  In his seventh 
season at the helm of the Aggies, Les led them to 20-plus wins for the third time in four seasons.  The Aggies owned one 
of the nation’s longest home court win streaks – 19 games – after starting out 8-0 this season on Hamilton Court.  Over the 
last eight contests, in which UC Davis posted a 6-2 record, three of those wins came in incredible fashion as the Aggies 
defeated Long Beach State in double overtime, Cal Poly in triple overtime and UC Irvine in double overtime.  The 90-84 
win over UCI in the regular season finale – in a winner-take-all atmosphere – came in front of a Bren Events Center sellout 
crowd of 5,000.  Les has now coached two Big West Players of the Year and three Big West Newcomers of the Year.

Gomez, a 5-foot-8 guard, became the third CSUN representative of Freshman of the Year accolades, following Ian Boylan 
(2002) and Stephan Hicks (2012).  He is the leading freshman scorer in the conference at 11.7 points per game.  Gomez 
posted 18 double-digit scoring games, including three of 20 points or more.  The Los Angeles, Calif. native hit at least one 
three-pointer in 29 of 30 games, and his 65 threes on the year ranked No. 2 in the Big West.  Gomez also knocked down 
the long range shot with efficiency, ranking No. 1 in the Big West three-point field goal percentage (.461).  He sported his 
first career double-double against Big West champion UC Davis with 10 points and 10 assists.

The All-Big West First Team features six new faces – Shorts II, UC Santa Barbara teammates Max Heidegger and Leland 
King II, Cal State Fullerton junior Kyle Allman, Jr., Long Beach State senior Gabe Levin and UC Irvine sophomore 
Tommy Rutherford.  Four of the six first-team performers are eligible to return next season.

The complete 2017-18 Big West men’s basketball all-conference team is on the following page. 
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2017-18 BIG WEST MEN’S BASKETBALL ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM

FIRST TEAM
Player	 School	 Ht.	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Hometown
Kyle Allman, Jr.	 Cal State Fullerton	 6-3	 Jr.	 G	 Brooklyn, N.Y.
Max Heidegger	 UC Santa Barbara	 6-2	 So.	 G	 Malibu, Calif.
Leland King II	 UC Santa Barbara	 6-7	 Gr.	 F	 Inglewood, Calif.
Gabe Levin	 Long Beach State	 6-7	 Sr.	 F	 Oak Park, Ill.
Tommy Rutherford	 UC Irvine	 6-8	 So.	 F	 El Cajon, Calif.
TJ Shorts II	 UC Davis	 5-9	 Jr.	 G	 Tustin, Calif.
	 		
SECOND TEAM
Player	 School	 Ht.	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Hometown
Khalil Ahmad	 Cal State Fullerton	 6-4	 Jr.	 G	 Corona, Calif.
Tavrion Dawson	 CSUN	 6-8	 Sr.	 F	 Long Beach, Calif.
Evan Leonard	 UC Irvine	 6-1	 So.	 G	 Cerritos, Calif.
Siler Schneider	 UC Davis	 6-3	 Jr.	 G	 Lansing, Kan.
Gabe Vincent	 UC Santa Barbara	 6-3	 Sr.	 G	 Stockton, Calif.

HONORABLE MENTION
Player	 School	 Ht.	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Hometown
Deishaun Booker	 Long Beach State	 6-3	 Jr.	 G	 Las Vegas, Nev.
Donovan Fields	 Cal Poly	 5-10	 Jr.	 G	 Newburgh, N.Y.
Victor Joseph	 Cal Poly	 6-0	 Sr.	 G	 Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.
Alex Larsson	 UC Riverside	 6-10	 Sr.	 F	 Södertälje, Sweden
Chima Moneke	 UC Davis	 6-6	 Sr.	 F	 Canberra, Australia
Chance Murray	 UC Riverside	 6-3	 Sr.	 G	 Los Angeles, Calif.
Jackson Rowe	 Cal State Fullerton	 6-7	 So.	 F	 Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Mike Thomas	 Hawai‘i	 6-7	 Sr.	 F	 Woodland Hills, Calif.
Temidayo Yussuf	 Long Beach State	 6-7	 Jr.	 F	 Oakland, Calif.
Eyassu Worku	 UC Irvine	 6-2	 So.	 G	 Artesia, Calif.

2017-18 BIG WEST PLAYER OF THE YEAR
TJ Shorts II, UC Davis

2017-18 BIG WEST NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR
TJ Shorts II, UC Davis

2017-18 BIG WEST FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Terrell Gomez, CSUN

2017-18 BIG WEST COACH OF THE YEAR
Jim Les, UC Davis


