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UCR’s Crain Repeats As Player of the Year

Irvine, Calif. - UC Riverside’s Brittany Crain claimed another place in the history books as she earned the Big West Player of the Year honor for the second consecutive
season. The award was one of two that the Highlanders claimed following a historic 16-0 run though conference play.

In addition to Crain, UCR head coach John Margaritis claimed the Coach of the Year honor for the second time in his tenure. The last major honor went to standout
rookie Channon Fluker who earned the Freshman of the Year award.

Crain, a native of Moreno Valley, Calif., is the first . The senior leads the league in scoring at 22.3 points per game, upping her average to 26.9 a game during Big
West play. Crain has two of the top three scoring efforts in the league, including a Big West-high and personal best 39 points in a road win over Cal State Fullerton
on February 11. Crain’s relentless scoring spree also pushed her past 2,000 career points, making her just the seventh player in league history to cross that barrier.
Currently Crain holds the fourth slot on the Big West career charts with 2,277 points, making her just the fourth player in league history with at least 2,200 points. Crain
also earned five Player of the Week accolades, giving her 10 for the season. That number makes her one of just five players with @ minimum of 10 career weekly
awards. In addition to her 22.3 scoring average, Crain is averaging 5.4 rebounds, 1.7 steals, shot 47.2% from the floor, 39.3 from deep and 83.7% from the foul line.

Hailing from Pasadena, Calif., Fluker has put together one of the finest freshman seasons in recent memory. Fluker is averaging 13.7 points and 10.0 rebounds per
game, the only player in the Big West averaging a double-double. Speaking of double-doubles, Fluker is tied for the league lead with 12, all of which came during
conference play. Fluker is the lone player in the league to post a 30-point, 10-rebound double-double, picking up four of them. She recorded the most rebounds in a
game this season, having pulled down 19 boards on two occasions. Fluker was even better in conference play, averaging 18.5 points, 12.4 rebounds and shooting
55.2% from the floor. She is the first Matador to win the Freshman of the Year award since 2012 and the third overall.

Margaritis led the Highlanders to their most successful season in the program’s DI history, recording 23 wins and earning the program’s first Big West regular season
title since 2006-07. Despite a rash of injuries UC Riverside also went 16-0 in Big West play, the first team since UC Santa Barbara in 2001-02 to escape unscathed
during the league slate. Margaritis led the squad to its first win in Hawai'i in program history, coached two first team All-Big West players and won the Coach of the
Year honor for the first time since 2006-07 and second time overall.

The first team All-Big West team only has one repeat player as Crain earned her third first team acoolade. She is joined on the team by fellow seniors Alyson Doherty
of UC Davis and Destiny King of Hawai'i, while two juniors were honored in Réjane Verin of UC Riverside and Raven Benton of Long Beach State. Fluker also made
the list as a freshman, the first in the league since former Matador Ofa Tulikihihifo achieved the feat in 2003. The rest of the All-Conference teams can be found on
the following page.
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2015-16 ALL-BIG WEST WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAMS

2015-16 Big West Player of the Year
Brittany Crain, UC Riverside

2015-16 Big West Freshman of the Year
Channon Fluker, CSUN

2015-16 Big West Coach of the Year
John Margaritis, UC Riverside

FIRST TEAM

Player School Year Position Hometown
Channon Fluker CSUN Freshman Center Pasadena, Calif.
Raven Benton Long Beach State Junior Guard Federal Way, Wash.
Alyson Doherty UC Davis Senior Forward Lake Forest, Calif.
ABrittany Crain UC Riverside Senior Guard Moreno Valley, Calif.
Réjane Verin UC Riverside Junior Forward Les Abymes, Guadeloupe
Destiny King Hawai'i Senior Guard/Forward Long Beach, Calif.
SECOND TEAM

Player School Year Position Hometown
Hannah Gilbert Cal Poly Junior Forward Morro Bay, Calif.
Morgan Bertsch UC Davis Freshman Forward Santa Rosa, Calif.
Simone DeCoud UC Riverside Junior Guard Riverside, Calif.
Annelise Ito UC Riverside Senior Forward Moraga, Calif.
Megan Huff Hawai'i Sophomore Center Federal Way, Wash.
Ashleigh Karaitiana Hawai'i Senior Guard Hamilton, New Zealand
HONORABLE MENTION

Player School Year Position Hometown
Beth Balbierz Cal Poly Senior Guard Folsom, Calif.
Dynn Leaupepe Cal Poly Sophomore Guard Camarillo, Calif.
Michelle Berry Cal State Fullerton Freshman Forward Miami, Fla.
Anna Kim Long Beach State Junior Guard Fullerton, Calif.
Jewelyn Sawyer Long Beach State Junior Guard/Forward Paramount, Calif.
Pele Gianotti UC Davis Sophomore Forward Myrtle Creek, Ore.
Celia Marfone UC Davis Senior Forward Laguna Hills, Calif.
Mokun Fajemisin UC Irvine Junior Forward Lynwood, Wash.
Michelle Curry UC Riverside Sophomore Guard Los Angeles, Calif.
Makala Roper UC Santa Barbara Sophomore Guard Seattle, Wash.
Jasmine Ware UC Santa Barbara Senior Guard Sacramento, Calif.
- Three-time All-Big West First Team selection

ALL-FRESHMAN TEAM

Player School Position Hometown

Michelle Berry Cal State Fullerton Forward Miami, Fla.

Channon Fluker CSUN Center Pasadena, Calif.

Morgan Bertsch UC Davis Forward Santa Rosa, Calif.

Andee Ritter UC Irvine Guard Medford, Ore.

Coco Miller UC Santa Barbara Guard San Clemente, Calif.



