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Oklahoma, 3.8.07 

An Interview With: 
  
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA  

COACH SHERRI COALE 
COURTNEY PARIS 

ASHLEY PARIS 
JENNA PLUMLEY 

 
 
MODERATOR:  Give us a quick assessment of 
tonight's game and upcoming opponent on 
Saturday. 
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  I'm proud of 
our kids, the way we battled.  Give Baylor credit.  
Played extremely well, shot the ball extremely well 
from the three-point line and we were able to stave 
that off and make the plays down the stretch, get 
the rebounds and stops and showed a lot of 
character.  
 Shot out to Kendra Moore, found her 
minutes in the first half were absolutely huge for 
us.  I know she's not here with us, but her minutes 
were absolutely huge. 
 And just really proud of our kids.  Proud of 
the effort.  Gritty game, and we did what we had to 
do down the stretch. 
 
 Q.  Sherry, every game obviously gets 
bigger for your freshman point guard.  Talk 
about how she performed on this stage.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  Good and bad.  
She had obviously some huge 3s, huge 3s in 
transition, just completely changes the complexion 
of transition defense for our opponents.  
 Some forces.  Tried to hit some home 
runs, feeding the post a little too early.  A little bit 
antsy but played her way through it.  Came back 
and made big plays and did what we needed her to 
do in the second half, and her performance in the 
second half was just huge. 
 
 Q.  Sherry, this was like a heavy weight 
fight in some ways, especially in the second 

half when they made their run and yet they only 
got one small lead and the rest of the time you 
countered every time.  You've got to like how 
your team just wouldn't give in and wouldn't let 
them build any kind of lead at all.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  I think that's a 
little bit of a reflection of hunger that's borne of 
going through post-season last year and things not 
finishing up the way we wanted them to finish up.  
 There's just a toughness that you develop 
that is borne from going through those situations, 
and I was proud of that.  We did some silly things 
to let them get back into the game and give them 
credit they made shots.  They made plays but, boy, 
we just handed them the basketball a few times.  
And you can't do that against quality teams.  
 We were able to stave it off and do good 
things down the stretch.  But shouldn't have ever 
been in that situation. 
 
 Q.  This is for Courtney and for Jenna.  
Can you talk about -- Jenna, can you talk about 
what you saw on the little skip path that you 
threw from the top down?  You know the play 
I'm talking about?  About four minutes left, that 
got to Courtney, ended up being a pretty big 
basket.  Can you talk about what you saw there 
and then kind of a tough pass to corral.  I 
wondered what you saw, Courtney, as well, 
too? 
 JENNA PLUMLEY:  First thing, Coach said 
this is a big play for us to come in and execute, 
nothing that I had to force, but I felt like I knew 
Courtney was going to get her numbers to the 
basketball.  Every time I see Courtney, no matter 
where I throw it, she's going to get it.  And I seen 
her there and it was one of those passes you see 
and you hope it gets there.  
 But that was a big play that she came up 
with, that she -- she has such great hands and she 
was able to handle the ball and get an easy layup. 
 COURTNEY PARIS:  I thought what I saw 
was an opportunity to make a big play and kind of 
give us momentum going in the last few minutes.  
And Jenna Plumley is a great passer.  Complete 
front line.  I've never seen anyone play like that 
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before.  But the backside was open and Jenna was 
able to get the ball there. 
 
 Q.  My question is for Coach and for 
Courtney.  Coach mentioned about Kendra and 
then you got Miss Plumley there as the guard 
getting the ball to you.  How important is it that 
you're a balanced team?  And also, Coach, 
about the competition of the Big 12 with these 
games we've seen on this week? 
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  I think point 
guard play is essential down the stretch.  You gotta 
be able to handle the basketball, make plays and I 
should probably receive most of the credit for some 
of the turnovers in the second half.  I think I tried to 
organize too much.  I should have let them go a 
little bit more.  
 We were trying to get some isolations and 
we were trying to exploit the way they were 
guarding Courtney.  I probably put them in too 
many structured situations.  They're smart and 
know how to play basketball.  I leaned over to 
Chelsi at one point second half and I said I need to 
let you guys alone, play for a little bit.  You know 
what to do.  That's why we practice.  
 I take a few of those, I think Kendra and 
Jenna together handled it.  It was not an easy job 
tonight.  They put all kinds of pressure on the 
basketball all night long and never go away.  So it's 
not an easy job regardless of who is up there 
running it.  
 Second part of your question, Big 12 in 
general.  Incredibly tough.  We don't have a bottom 
half.  Most leagues have a top and a chasm and a 
few teams at the bottom.  We just don't.  There's 
just great, great parity.  It was revealed this week 
in the play.  Iowa State is playing for a 
championship.  They come in at what, five seed?  
I'm not sure.  Is that right?  Number five.  So 
obviously a lot of parity up and down.  
 
 Q.  Sherri and also for some of the 
players, but you mentioned Kendra, but also on 
a night when Amanda and Leah and Erin did 
not shoot it well, you still showed a lot of 
depth.  Ashley had a great game.  So talk about 
that, the depth and also Jenna and her first 
Big 12 tournament.  And I would like you to 
respond.  Apparently this doesn't bother you, 
this stage, Big 12 tournament.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  I think depth is 
critical.  We've known all year long going into the 
season, something we talked about a lot that 
would really pay off down the stretch.  And the way 
the season has sort of wound down, it's given us 
an opportunity to develop that depth and it's depth 

that has some experience.  Jenna has played 
under a lot of pressure these last few games in the 
month of February as we were trying to share a 
piece of that conference championship, and that 
puts her in a position to be able to excel on a stage 
such as this. 
 JENNA PLUMLEY:  It's been really 
exciting.  Everything that's came to me, it's been a 
great opportunity to come out and I feel like the 
players that surround me are just great players and 
I feel like any given night anybody can be hot with 
Courtney on my team, all the shooters, with Chelsi 
and Leah, anybody can get a 3.  It's so much fun 
playing together and beating Oklahoma. 
 
 Q.  This is for the players.  I know you 
played loose and that would probably be your 
answer.  But I'm curious about the pressure.  
Earlier in the day, A&M loses, and most people 
think it's going to be a cakewalk for you to go 
on.  Second half you had a chance for it to be a 
bigger lead at half time, and all of a sudden 
they turned around and had the momentum 
and took the lead.  Did you sense at any time 
any -- being tight?  
 COURTNEY PARIS:  I don't think anyone 
thinks the Big 12 is a cakewalk, and Iowa State 
showed that today.  The league is getting so much 
better and it's really good.  Never know what's 
going to happen.  Gotta show up to play.  Baylor 
was tough and they made a good come back, but 
we just stayed poised and stuck with it and got the 
lead back.  
 
 Q.  Ashley, you've had back-to-back 
really solid games yesterday and today, the last 
two days.  I mean, sometimes post-season 
brings out the best in players.  Do you feel your 
game going to a whole other level just because 
you know it's post-season and you know 
what's in front of you from here on out? 
 ASHLEY PARIS:  Yeah.  I think it's crunch 
time now.  Every game is pretty much for the next.  
I feel if I'm consistent and make sure I get eight or 
nine rebounds a game and try to score double 
figures and just be a threat out there that it will help 
our team be able to be successful. 
 
 Q.  Coach, talk a little bit about the, I 
guess hometown feel you had here.  Great 
crowd support for you guys tonight.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  Absolutely.  
We needed it in the second half.  Our fans were so 
terrific.  They so respond to our players at one 
point Leah Rush just raised one hand and 
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everybody went crazy.  It's a huge advantage 
obviously.  Our fans have been fantastic.  I love the 
fact that it's convenient and 're but I think they 
would have followed us just about anywhere. 
 
 Q.  Coach, in the second half, we forgot 
to mention about Welch, how well she did a 
great job of coming in here hitting those shots.  
It was a key run when they made the 10 for 2 
run.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  Absolutely.  
Chelsi was terrific and even the plays she didn't 
score on were things that really affected their 
defense.  She had a cut missed a layup.  Had 
another great cut, didn't finish, kicked it back out.  
But those were things that we needed to do to 
attack them.  It changed the rhythm and cadence 
and gave us a little bit of momentum offensively. 
 
 Q.  Courtney, you said their defense.  
Did you mean because of the way like Rachel 
and Danielle were almost laying on you? 
 COURTNEY PARIS:  Yes.  I mean that's -- 
I don't know.  That was definitely something I had 
to adjust to at the very beginning of the game.  I've 
never seen anyone just turn and keep their hands 
up and breathe in your face.  I don't know.  I 
thought it was kind of interesting.  I don't know.  
I've never seen that before.  I told Rachel, this is 
strange defense.  
 I don't know.  It was different.  Just had to 
adjust to it a little bit.  I think Coach Coale did a 
good job helping me through that.  
 
 Q.  Talk about the Iowa State matchup, 
how unique, and also Coach Fennelly has been 
bragging about the hug.  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  He waited 
around and gave me one, too.  So turnabout is fair 
play.  I'm happy for Bill.  He's a dear friend and 
done a magnificent job with that team this year.  
They're spunky and don't go away and terrific 
shooters.  And Lindsay Balweg is probably one of 
the most underrated guards in America.  I know 
her well.  We recruited her hard.  So that 
relationship goes back a ways, and she's had a 
remarkable career at Iowa State.  But it's been a 
long time since we played those guys.  And so get 
the film back out and study a little bit and adjust to 
a completely different kind of game.  They're so 
different than A&M and Baylor and Texas, which it 
feels like that's all we've played for the last three or 
four weeks.  
 So it will be an adjustment.  But we're 
looking forward to the opportunity and happy that 
we're playing. 

 
 Q.  Sherri, Courtney mentioned 
remaining poised after Baylor made their 
comeback but you guys had committed a 
number of turnovers in a row.  Seemed like you 
had to more regain it.  How were you able to do 
that and you sort of had to seemingly 
overcome yourselves.  So what sort of 
happened the second half to get it back on 
track?  
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  Well, we've 
had magnificent practices.  How many times have 
we shot ourselves in the foot and had to figure it 
out?  A bunch.  You watched all these games, 
Clay.  
 So you know what?  You learn from it and 
you figure it out, and they did.  They didn't go 
crazy.  We were shooting ourselves in the foot and 
instead of going crazy, they just decided, ah, let's 
stop that.  Let's talk to each other and go score.  
And it works real well.  Simple game.  
 
 Q.  Coach, can you talk a little bit about 
the defensive job that Leah and Ashley did on 
Mosby? 
 COACH SHERRI COALE:  Yes, with help 
from their friends.  Early on particularly we did a 
great job of just sort of being around where she 
didn't have any room, anywhere to go.  That's what 
we did for 40 minutes.  And I don't know that we 
did that good of a job at it in the second half.  We 
got so worried about Darrett and Morrow making 
3s that we were a little hesitant to get in there and 
crowd it up, and it's when Bernice got loose for a 
few.  
 But overall Leah Rush battled.  Whoever 
she's guarding is going to have a hard time 
catching the basketball.  She's going to make them 
work for every single catch they get and she's a 
tough match there for Bernice.  
 
 Q.  The championship, you're back in 
another title game.  How does that feel, 
Courtney, Jenna?  You've never experienced 
that.  Ashley, you have.  Just talk about 
Oklahoma basketball and being back in a title 
game where you seem to be landing in a 
familiar spot.  
 JENNA PLUMLEY:  I don't know.  My year 
and a half year that's what we do.  It's fun.  And 
Coach talked about all the time you want to play 
well and get the seniors the championship game 
and that's what we were able to do tonight.  
 ASHLEY PARIS:  It's exciting.  I think in 
the locker room they were talking about most of 
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our seniors are -- we have a possibility of winning 
their third conference championship or tournament 
championship, and that's a huge deal.  It's just 
exciting.  You expect great things from this 
program and we have the high expectations and 
winning tournament and conference 
championships is one of them.  
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An Interview With: 
 

BAYLOR 
COACH KIM MULKEY 
JESSICA MORROW 
LATARA DARRETT 

 
MODERATOR:  We'd like to have 

you assess tonight's game but we understand 
Jessica had a career high of 25 points.  
Congratulations to you, and your thoughts about 
tonight's game and upcoming season.  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  It was a 
very entertaining basketball game.  We just fell 
short.  I congratulate Oklahoma.  I'm proud of 
Jessica.  I thought Jessica played very well for us.  

And take a deep breath and head to 
the NCAA.  

Q. Coach, talk a little bit about you 
had a road game tonight.   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  What now?   
Q. You guys had a road game 

essentially tonight.  Talk a little bit about that 
atmosphere in there.   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  It was a 
great atmosphere.  I thought good for women's 
basketball.  Good for the Big 12.  And we fought 
hard.   

Q. Kim, can you talk about, every 
time you got close, they put together some kind of 
a run.  And also the two three-pointers you fouled 
out on that resulted in the free throws.   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  I think you 
answered it for me.  They made plays when it was 
tight and I think one coach in this league said it 
best:  After a loss, it's hard to defend the foul line.   

Q. Kim, six games in a row now 
against these guys.  I know you said last year that 
Courtney Paris is not one player.  There's a bunch 
of players out there.  Just why did they have a hex 
on y'all tonight?  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  I don't know 
that they have a hex on us, Brian.  We have got a 
national championship and they don't.  So where is 

the hex?  They have a very good team.  They have 
many more Big 12 championships than we do.  But 
I think it's just a great atmosphere when two 
competitive coaches and two competitive teams 
get together and, you know, I don't know that hex 
is the word.   

Q. Coach, you guys really struggled 
the first five minutes, all of you in the second half.  
What was it about tonight that was able to come 
out on fire in the second half?  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Maybe 
we're growing up a little bit.  Maybe we're going to 
try to figure this thing out and when you look at our 
lineup, we don't have six seniors, and we're trying 
to compete with kids that have been in this 
environment that have been in this situation, that 
have won a lot of ball games for their team.   

And we're growing and we're 
learning.  And we fought hard.   

Q. Coach, the fact that you came 
back in that second half that Josh was talking 
about and took the lead and took it to OU for a 
while, does it give you encouragement heading 
into NCAA?  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Sure.  No 
loss is fun.  You must understand there are a lot of 
teams that are playing their last games of the 
season this week and last week, and we've got 
another opportunity.  And we're going to look 
forward to the NCAA tournament and sit down on 
Monday for the selection show and keep our 
fingers crossed that we get seated in an area 
where our fans can come.   

Q. Jessica, talk about tonight.  You 
were feeling it, they couldn't defend you.  Talk a 
little bit about that.   

JESSICA MORROW:  Well, I just 
did everything I could to keep my team in the ball 
game and when other people weren't really able to 
score, that's why I tried to take advantage of the 
situation and score also.  But my team, we fought 
as hard as we could.  There wasn't nothing else we 
could do about that.  

Q. Kim, have you ever seen Bernice 
have that many travels in a game?   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  I don't 
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know.  Probably not.  You know, Bernie struggled 
tonight.  Yet at the same time, it's one game.  She 
played well certainly in more games than she's not 
played well.  And she'll learn from it, grow from it 
and hopefully she's got it out of her system.  

Q. Coach, I noticed on the side you 
were giving your team the come on down, because 
several times you looked like you knew they could, 
you could beat them to the hole.  Also what did you 
say to Bernice when you go back home to get her 
together for this next level you're going to?   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Seniors 
have a sense of urgency.  I don't know that I really 
need to say a whole lot to her.  She understands 
how she played tonight, and if she were to play 
halfway decent, it may have been a little bit 
different outcome.  I don't know that.   

But she doesn't want to let her team 
down.  She doesn't want to let herself down, but, 
guys, in this business those nights happen.  And 
we're not going to dwell on it.  And we're going to 
move on and probably won't say anything to her.   

When I was telling her to come on, I 
just felt there were many opportunities when we 
would get long rebounds, we could run and try to 
score and get something in transition, and that's 
what I was doing.  

Q. Kim, you were real high on Jessica 
at the beginning of the season and thought she 
was going to have kind of a breakout year.  Could 
you talk about what she was able to do?  Is this 
what you saw in the pre-season and what she was 
capable of doing?   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  I saw this in 
recruiting Jessica.  I think Jessica is a player, a 
six-foot body on the perimeter that can shoot the 
shot, can take one or two dribbles to the basket, 
and I just thought that without her efforts tonight, it 
wouldn't have even been close.  And she just 
battled and battled and just tried to help us win a 
ball game.  And hopefully Jessica will continue to 
play like this and grow.   

Sometimes I have to remind myself 
she's just a sophomore.  She's just a sophomore.   

Q. Were the technicals more 
frustration than anything else?  What did they tell 
you on that?  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  I can't even 
talk about it.  You all know the rules.  

Q. Kim, I know you're thinking about 
this game, maybe you aren't, but care to size up 
the championship game?  Iowa State maybe a 
surprise in there, beating A&M tonight, and 
Oklahoma, how do you see that matchup?   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Well, Bill 
Fennelly is one of my all-time favorite coaches.  I 

think he's one of the coaches when you look at the 
game can take talent and exceed beyond what you 
think they're capable of doing.  And he's got 
seniors as well that are playing with a sense of 
urgency.   

And it should be two contrasting 
styles but yet similar styles.  Both teams will play 
zone.  Three-point shooters.  So it's going to be a 
good ball game.   

Q. Kim, Courtney said she'd never 
been defended like that.  Actually facing her and 
turned around to her, was that just something y'all 
came up with this week, where you actually had 
the players like in her face and --  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Is that a 
compliment coming from you?   

Q. Yes, and it was a compliment from 
Courtney as well.   

COACH KIM MULKEY:  Well, tried 
something different.  Nothing different than we 
used in previous games worked so just tried 
something different.  They still won.  She still had a 
double-double.   

Q. Coach, on media day you 
mentioned earlier that this league was totally 
different than past years.  When you talked about 
them, it was very competitive and lead champions 
would have at least two losses and that pretty 
much what it boiled down to.   

Why do you see the 
conference having -- how do you see the 
conference being this year?  

COACH KIM MULKEY:  If they 
would listen to me, they'd give us seven because I 
know Jody Conradt is in there.  I think she earned 
it from what she did in the previous years, but they 
don't listen to coaches.  Kind of like referees.  They 
won't listen to coaches either.   

I don't know.  I'd love to see seven.  
I think legitimately we had six.  I wish we could get 
seven.  

Q. Jessica, when y'all were able to 
come back like that and take the lead, did you 
have a good feel then or did you feel like maybe 
that you all had expended so much energy that it 
was going to be tough to sustain that?   

JESSICA MORROW:  We actually 
thought we had a good chance.  We were all 
pumped up and we fought back hard to get the 
lead.  And it wasn't -- everyone had a feeling that 
we were going to win and it didn't turn out the way 
we wanted it to.  
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