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An interview with: 
  

KANSAS STATE 
  
 CHARLIE FISS:  We are joined now by the 
Wildcats from Kansas State University.  Let's go 
straight to questions for our student athletes and 
then we will come back for Coach Huggins at the 
end.  
 Questions for Lance Harris or Cartier 
Martin?  
 
 Q.  You guys came out biggest game 
obviously of the season and played like 
seniors.  Talk about that and how much impact 
did you guys have on what was said before this 
game?  
 CARTIER MARTIN:  Well, I mean, it was 
important, you know, to come out and try to impose 
our work early in the game.  Texas is a tough team 
and we know they like to get at the basket and be 
aggressive.  So our main thing was to keep them 
out of the middle and keep our side of the floor 
spaced and try to get easy baskets.  
 LANCE HARRIS:  Yeah.  We just knew 
that we had our backs against the wall and we 
needed another win, you know, to help us get into 
the NCAA tournament.  We came out and also just 
played like that, like our backs was up against the 
wall. 
 
 Q.  If I could get both of your thoughts 
on just getting a third shot to take on Kansas 
tomorrow after the first two games.  Are you 
excited to play the Jayhawks again?  
 LANCE HARRIS:  Yeah, I mean, we want 
to play them again.  We want a chance to play 
them again so we can try to get a win over them.  It 
is always big to play against Kansas but it is also 
playing for Big 12, trying to get that Big 12 
championship also.  
 
 Q.  For both of you, do you think this 
definitely puts you in the NCAA tournament?  

Is that the way you guys felt in the locker room 
after the game, that you are definitely in?  
 CARTIER MARTIN:  We feel pretty 
confident.  We think we are a good team and we 
are supposed to be in it.  
 But, you know, it is not our decision.  We 
are pretty confident right now.  The next step is not 
up to us.  We are going to try to continue to win.  
We got Kansas tomorrow so we are looking to play 
against those guys. 
 LANCE HARRIS:  I think we do.  You 
know, they say it hasn't been a team that got in 
with ten wins.  So we got 11 now, so hopefully it 
will be enough. 
 
 Q.  Did you feel any added pressure 
with the importance of this game or was that 
something you were able to block out?  
 LANCE HARRIS:  Yeah.  We knew that we 
had to win this game and how important it was to 
us as a team and for us to get into the tournament, 
like I said.  So we came out with our backs against 
the wall, like I said before, and we just knew we 
had to come out and play like Cartier said earlier.  
 
 Q.  Bob, same question, do you feel like 
you guys are definitely in the tournament or 
would you like to see your players come out 
tomorrow feeling like the tournament is still on 
the line?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  As crazy as it 
may sound, we came down here to win this.  I said 
to them -- you know, we are not going to do things 
to play for second or third.  We won -- we had the 
plan to come down and play on Sunday and win on 
Sunday.  
 But, you know, the whole deal about 
whether we are in or not, it's ludicrous.  I mean, 
when you think about it, we've got two teams in our 
league that are both playing for a one seed.  And 
Texas has got to be, what, a three or a four?  So 
then you are going to tell me from one through 
three and then the next best team in the league, 
which has been us, that we're not in the best 65 in 
the country, as good as this league is?  
 I haven't really honestly paid all that much 
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attention to it.  I felt like we were in before we 
played this game.  
 
 Q.  Bob, talk about the effectiveness or 
efficiency of the offense throughout, I mean, 
after the first five minutes of the game.  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  You know, 
Mark, we tried to run this a little bit early and then 
we kind of went away from it and ran that 
three-man motion.  
 We can't beat good people, I don't think, 
running sets.  I think we have to run motion where 
our guys can read screens and be a little more 
creative.  
 We don't have great size but we have 
pretty good overall size.  Lance has good size.  
Akeem has good size.  So we tried to use that in 
the motion.  And then with -- when Lance shoots 
the ball, and Cartier has really shot it consistently, 
actually since the last Tech game, was the last 
game he didn't shoot it very well. 
 
 Q.  Can you talk about Blake Young off 
the bench, the lift he gave you and Akeem 
Wright's defense?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  Blake has been 
playing better in practice.  Stew has been sick.  We 
got more from Stew than what I thought we would 
get from him.  You know, that's Stew.  He is a 
great kid and a very courageous kid.  He has been 
really, really sick.  
 You know, we started him more just 
because I thought he deserved to start, but I didn't 
think we would get as many minutes.  Blake has 
been really good in practice and stew hasn't been 
able to practice a bunch.  So Blake got a lot of 
reps.  And he has really worked hard at shooting 
the ball.  
 
 Q.  Bob, at this point in the season, to 
come down here and have the goal of winning 
this thing, how gratifying is it to see your team 
playing this well at this point in the season?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  Well, the reality 
is we've played pretty well for a while.  We're now 
12-4 since the last time we played Tech.  12-4 in 
this league is pretty good.  
 We had one nonconference game in there.  
But we're 11-4 in this league since the last time we 
played Tech at home.  We've played pretty well.  
We've been pretty consistent defensively.  We've 
started to take a little bit better care of the ball. 
 Cartier started making shots.  Cartier 
started playing like I think -- how everybody 

thought Cartier would play.  You go back and look 
at the last time we played Tech, he shot terrible.  
And starting with the Missouri game, really started 
making shots.  He's pretty much made shots ever 
since.  
 
 Q.  Bob, you started Cartier.  Are you 
settled into this lineup right now going 
forward?  I mean, is this where you are pretty 
much going to go with and can you talk about 
the rotation a little bit?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  We are just 
trying to win games.  We thought probably coming 
in that Darren Kent was better for us this game 
than what Jason and Luis was going to be.  It is 
not anything that Jason and Luis did.  It is just the 
way Tech plays and with the lineup that I thought 
Coach would play, we were going to be better off 
with D.K.  So we are just trying to win games.  
 I told -- I told the seniors after the 
Oklahoma State game, you know, nobody laying it 
down here.  We are going to keep on playing.  
 
 Q.  Coach, what was the biggest 
difference this time around as opposed to the 
last time you guys played Texas Tech?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  We made some 
shots.  The last time was -- you know, it was kind 
of like this game when they play great defense and 
he makes great adjustments and he's pretty much 
world renowned for his motion offense and he 
does a great job.  They do a great job executing it.  
 Honestly, I thought we had a little bit of an 
advantage because we had four days to get ready 
for them.  I think that helped us.  Any time you 
have four days to get ready, you ought to be a little 
bit better prepared.  
 
 Q.  Coach, with all that in mind, do you 
think Tech is a tournament team as well?  
 COACH BOB HUGGINS:  I don't think 
there is any question.  Honestly, I don't know how 
anybody could say that there's not at least five 
teams in this league deserving to get in -- 
deserving to get in.  I have been in a whole bunch 
of leagues.  I have been through a whole bunch of 
leagues.  This is a heck of a league.  It has got 
great coaches.  It has got great players.  I don't 
see the -- I don't see what, I guess, everybody else 
is trying to say they see.  
 You know, they say play better at the end 
of the year.  We are 12-4 in our last 16 games.  
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Texas is playing great.  I mean, A&M is playing 
really, really well.  
 I'm not on the committee, so I let -- and I 
honestly think the people have done a wonderful 
job over the years.  It is a hard job.  It is a hard job.  
It is a job you don't get a whole lot of credit for, you 
know.  When it is all over with, nobody comes on 
T.V. and says, God, they did a wonderful job.  
They come on T.V. and start ripping on them about 
why didn't this team get in, why didn't that team get 
in. 
 It is a hard job.  It is a thankless job.  
 I told our guys, all we can do is do what we 
do and that's go win games.  You drive yourself 
crazy sitting there -- I'm not Joe Lunardi.  I just try 
to control the things that we can control.  The only 
thing we can control is how well we can play.  
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An interview with: 
   

TEXAS TECH 
COACH BOB KNIGHT 

  
COACH BOB KNIGHT:  We played pretty 

well for about 12 or 13 minutes.  Kansas State 
really dominated the play with its defense, I 
thought.  Even when the score was going pretty 
even or pretty tight through the first 12 or 13 
minutes, their defense was going to wear us out. 
  We are not a team -- this really 
bothered me yesterday.  We had to play Colorado 
yesterday in such a way that we could substitute a 
lot and rest a lot of people and we couldn't.  The 
game could have easily been lost, and we just 
had -- we're not a team that can play back-to-back 
games one day after another.  We need a day's 
rest and Kansas State is just too tough for us to 
play like that. 
  I felt that -- you know, you see all 
of this stuff about when the NCAA tournament 
comes around and everybody is an expert, but it 
was very difficult for me to imagine a tournament 
that could put 65 teams together that were better 
than Kansas State.  Prior to this game -- I mean, 
this league is really, really good and the coaching 
is good. 
  If you finish in the upper division, 
in the first division in this league or certainly in the 
upper five spots and you have a winning record, 
then you -- unless you have just screwed up 
unbelievably in your pre-conference season, you're 
a team that should be in the NCAA tournament. 
  And I don't think that Kansas State 
winning this game or our losing this game or our 
winning yesterday really has any bearing on that. 
  Kansas State is a very tough 
team.  They're the perfect team, at least from my 
perspective, because they have got guys that can 
play in the post but they can go outside.  They're a 
tough team.  He's done a very good job with that 
team. 
  And it was just not a team that we 
were going to be able to play today with a game 

yesterday.  That just was it.  So here I am.  So I'm 
not as pissed off as I might have been, as I told 
you yesterday.  I'm a realist.  This was just not 
something that we were going to do once we got 
into it. 
  
 Q.  Why weren't you guys able to get 
anybody going other than Jackson offensively? 
  COACH BOB KNIGHT:  Well, it 
could have had something to do with what we had 
for breakfast.  I don't know.  We may have eaten 
the wrong cereal.  We may not have had the 
proper lighting in the locker room or maybe Kansas 
State was pretty damn good defensively and 
maybe we were a little bit tired.  I would like to 
think that I already covered that sufficiently. 
  
 Q.  Does the quick turnaround of the 
conference tournament provide the biggest 
reason why you feel these games should have 
more bearing on what happens with the 
selection committee? 
  COACH BOB KNIGHT:  I think the 
season is a season.  I think if somebody wins a 
tournament that may not have done well in the 
season, fine.  But beyond that, I just don't think -- I 
never thought they served a purpose.  I don't think 
they serve a purpose today and I won't tomorrow. 
  
 Q.  If you make the NCAA, are you 
concerned about being able to turn around 
from round 1 to round 2?  If you win round 1, 
are you worried about turning around for round 
2? 
  COACH BOB KNIGHT:  You have 
a day off. 
  
 Q.  One day makes a difference? 
  COACH BOB KNIGHT:  
Goddamn, you don't think one day makes a 
difference?  I mean, if you had to run five miles 
today, could you run five miles tomorrow?  Would 
you rather wait until the next day?  Damn, you 
need to get some exercise, boy. 
  See ya. 
 FastScripts by ASAP Sports 

March 9, 2007 



 
     visit our archives at asapsports.com 

 
Texas Tech - 03 09 07 2 

 


