
Blink and you’d miss her. Barely bigger than a mouse,  
flitting between moonlit boulders, she’s a mountain pygmy-possum . . .

and she’s on the hunt.



Scampering home through the boulder-fields,  
Possum keeps careful watch for hungry predators  
who would love to meet her . . . and eat her!



A chill wind whips Possum’s fur as she gathers moss, grass and leaves. 
Bundle by bundle, she carries them in her tail to a space under a boulder, 
and weaves them into a cup-shaped nest.



As the first frost covers the land like a crisp, white sheet,  
Possum is already in her nest. She seems to be in a deep sleep.

But suddenly she shivers, then wakes.  
She eats some of her stored-away seeds  

before quickly curling up again.



As the midwinter snow blankets the boulder, Possum is a cold, furry ball.

Human holidaymakers slip and slide, swish and glide in the frozen,  
white world above.  

Wouldn’t they be surprised to know there’s  
a tiny survivor waiting out the winter, below!



Far away, millions of moths are on the move.  
They flutter towards their summer resting place in the mountains.

But bright city lights can distract these night-flyers, stopping  
them from finding their way. Without moths to eat,  
how will Possum survive the next winter?



Soon the babies are too big for Possum’s pouch.  
Now she leaves them behind in the nest while she hunts.

When she returns, the four eager joeys jostle for her milk.



Before long, the mountain air has an icy bite again.  
The moths wing their way back to warmer places.

The young pygmy-possums are leaving too.  
It is time for them to find new homes of their own.



Winter is on its way once more.  
Possum must be ready if she’s to stay a tiny survivor.



Further learning
For more facts on the mountain pygmy-possum, click on the Australian Museum’s page: 

australianmuseum.net.au/learn/animals/mammals/mountain-pygmy-possum

To learn more about how Zoos Victoria is helping to save the mountain pygmy-possum,  
the Lights Off program for bogong months and a citizen-science project called Moth Tracker  

that you can get involved in, head to www.zoo.org.au/possums
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The annual life cycle of the mountain pygmy-possum generally follows the 
pattern shown below, but the behaviour of individual possums can vary.

Breeding season
(September–January):  

Mating followed by raising young. The breeding 
season starts when the snow melts in spring.  

The bogong moths arrive in spring.

Nonbreeding season
(January–April):

Very active, eating and putting on weight in 
preparation for hibernation. Juveniles and males 

move further down the mountain.

Hibernation season
(April–September):  

Hibernating, sometimes occasionally  
waking to feed on seeds.

The mountain pygmy-possum’s year

https://australianmuseum.net.au/learn/animals/mammals/mountain-pygmy-possum/

