
Potoroo needs a new home. Somewhere with granite boulders  

but no pythons. With melaleuca thickets but no foxes. Somewhere 

with deep leaf litter and truffles but not a cat in sight.

There are not many places like that – but there are some.
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The sun sets behind the scrub.  

The air is clean and fresh.  

There is no smoke, there is no fire.  

The bush is thick and the soil is damp.
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Potoroo is lowered carefully  

to the ground. He sniffs. He waits.

Slowly the dusk settles and  

night falls. The truck has gone.

A tawny frogmouth calls from a 

gumtree. Honey possums scurry 

into a banksia. The moon feathers 

the undergrowth with light.
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It is time for life.

Potoroo looks ahead.

Small black eyes meet his. 
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how big is a gilbert’s potoroo?

An adult potoroo weighs about a kilogram. Its body 

is about 30 centimetres long and it has a tail about 

20 centimetres long. Males are slightly larger than 

females.

Gilbert’s Potoroos are marsupials, which  

means the female potoroo has a pouch in which 

she nurtures and raises joeys. When a potoroo joey 

is born, it suckles inside its mother’s pouch. After 

several months, it is big enough to begin exploring 

the world outside. The potoroo joey only uses its 

mother’s pouch as a base for about a week, unlike 

kangaroo joeys who often spend several months 

hopping in and out of their mother’s pouch. After 

this, it grows quickly to independence, continuing 

to suckle from its mother’s pouch – but not hopping 

inside – until it is about six months old. At this age, 

the potoroo is fully independent and can move away 

from its mother. A potoroo is generally a solitary 

creature, foraging and nesting alone, except when 

searching out a mate, or a female raising her young.

what do gilbert’s  
potoroos eat?

The favourite food of Gilbert’s Potoroos  

is truffles, the fruity bulbs of underground 

fungi. These make up over 90 per cent of 

their diet. Potoroos dig several centimetres 

into the ground to uncover truffles. They also 

occasionally eat seeds, berries and insects.

history

The Noongar people of south-west Western 

Australia have known the Ngilkat for tens of 

thousands of years. European scientists first 

documented it in the 1800s and called it Gilbert’s 

Potoroo after John Gilbert, the man who first 

collected it to study. By the early 1900s, however, 

the Gilbert’s Potoroo was assumed extinct. In 1994, 

Dr Elizabeth Sinclair was researching quokkas at 

Two Peoples Bay and rediscovered the potoroo. 

Since that time, conservationists have been 

working hard to ensure the survival of the species.

how many gilbert’s potoroos  
are there today?

Since the rediscovery of Gilbert’s Potoroos in 1994, 

the Western Australian Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions has been carefully 

tracking potoroo numbers as part of its research  

on the species. This data indicate there are 

currently between 100 and 120 Gilbert’s Potoroos 

spread between several locations, including very 

small numbers remaining at Two Peoples Bay.

are there other potoroos 
in australia?

The Gilbert’s Potoroo is one of three living species  

of potoroo in Australia:

• The Long-nosed Potoroo  

(Potorous tridactylus) lives from  

southern Queensland  

all the way down to  

Tasmania. It has  

a conservation  

listing of Near  

Threatened.

• The Long-footed Potoroo (Potorous longipes)  

is found in the south-eastern forests of  

New South Wales and East Gippsland,  

Victoria. It has a conservation  

listing of Vulnerable.

• The Western Australian Gilbert’s Potoroo 

(Potorous gilbertii) is Australia’s rarest  

marsupial and is currently listed as  

Critically Endangered.

• A fourth species, the  

Broad-faced Potoroo  

(Potorous platyops)  

lived in south Western  

Australia. The last  

recorded sighting  

was in 1874. It is now  

considered extinct.

further information

For more information about the Gilbert’s Potoroo, 

or to support conservation efforts, please visit 

www.potoroo.org.

names

Local Noongar language name:  

Ngilkat

Common name:  

Gilbert’s Potoroo

Scientific name:  

Potorous gilbertii
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