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Introduction
Water reporting, let your story flow

By Rasha Dewedar
Freelance journalist 

Water is that flood of  generosity that gives life and prosperity; the fluid that 
runs through our bodies and interferes with our entire lives; that integral part 
of  economy, politics, climate, environment and much more.

Reporting water is such a tough job that needs competent, know-
ledgeable and experienced journalists; it is just another form of  science 
reporting that should be based on facts and data, rather than assumptions 
and opinions.

When information is all over the internet, and every day presents new 
challenges and increased competitiveness, journalists should focus on having 
an edge, an advantage over the others, new data, innovative coverage, human 
stories, etc.

Amid ever-changing contexts and continuously evolving tools, journalists 
should always be ready to embrace new changes, learn latest knowledge and 
use available tools to present science – and practise a lot!

This handbook is an endeavour to gather the expertise of  people from 
different disciplines, genders, backgrounds and countries, who all work in 
the field of  water diplomacy and water reporting. It aims at providing clearer 
understanding of  the interaction between media, science and politics and its 
impact on water diplomacy, and how to cover water issues from a cooperative 
rather than a national interests point of  view.

The target audience of  the handbook is journalists, editors and researchers, 
as well as policy makers and media development organizations that are inter-
ested in working on science communication for water, peace and cooperation, 
and those who are searching for ideas and inspiration.

The configuration of  the book and the selection of  themes reflect the edi-
torial board’s vision of  offering essential knowledge, perceived as substantial 
for water journalists’ and communicators’ work. It highlights academic in-
sights, field work, case studies and best practices, presenting a wide range of  
opinions and expertise.
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2 Water Conflicts and Cooperation

It also features descriptions and reflections of  activities (action research, 
training modules, joint workshops, etc.), implemented in the Nile Basin, as well 
as success stories in other river basins.

The book is divided into three sections, each encompassing three chapters, 
as follows:

• Section One: Research on the role of  media in water diplomacy.
• Section Two: Experiences of  communication and reporting on water con-

flicts and cooperation.
• Section Three: Training media and journalists.

The first section or theme of  the book gives a background on water diplo-
macy and how it intersects with gender inclusiveness, sheds light on the inspiring 
experience of  ‘Informing Change in the Indus Basin’, and analyses how journal-
ists represent scientists and use their quotes; it explores different representations 
of  scientists in media coverage of  Nile issues, reflecting on the different ideas on 
the role of  science in the public debate that underpin such representations.

The second section focuses more on experiences of  communication and 
reporting on water conflicts and cooperation; it offers insights on covering sen-
sitive issues, going beyond national interest, and how journalists can address 
key issues, in a way that informs constructive policies and boosts transbound-
ary cooperation.

The third section includes practical tips and tricks for water reporting, 
with a case study of  an online course, aiming at building researchers’ capacity 
to communicate science to journalists and other audiences, what they want to 
communicate, to whom and how to carve a communication strategy and plan.

This handbook has been developed within the project, ‘Open Water 
Diplomacy. Media, science and transboundary cooperation in the Nile basin’, 
funded by the Dutch Ministry of  Foreign Affairs – Global Partnership for Water 
and Development and implemented by IHE Delft Institute for Water Education, 
SciDev.Net, Nile Basin Capacity Building Network, Africa Water Journalists and 
the University of  Witwatersrand. The project aims at offering a space where 
water journalists and water scientists from different Nile Basin countries can 
get acquainted and engage in a process of  common learning and co-produc-
tion of  knowledge and new narratives on the River Nile.

The experiences, projects and ideas here presented are not an exhaustive 
list. Rather the aim is to elicit conversation and collaboration between journal-
ists, researchers and policy makers towards a constructive communication on 
water issues. A podcast series will integrate the handbook to keep the conver-
sation flowing and stimulate new connections.

As actions speak louder than words, we hope that our words inspire both 
journalists and scientists to take a step towards the other, scientists making 
their findings simple and accessible for journalists and journalists being very 
careful with presenting scientific data and experts’ quotes.

While appreciating water’s bounties, let’s never forget our role in preserving a 
continuous flow of  correct information, offering generous data and maintaining 
a continuous stream of  stories that nurture awareness and responsibility.
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