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Essaying Tourism: Reflections on Three 
Decades of International Tourism

For much of  my life, I have seldom been far 
from the sea. A Londoner, but born in wartime 
Blackpool, England, with annual holidays spent 
largely on the Kent coast at my grandparents’ 
home and, later, a doctorate based on fieldwork 
in a coastal village in Trinidad, I worked for more 
than two decades at the University of  Sussex, 
Brighton, and latterly spent nine years in Fiji. 
It was perhaps no accident, then, that I should 
be attracted to international tourism, especially 
as it impacted on islands, and numerous events 
in my private life, some quite tragic, served to 
reinforce the tendency. Such influences are not 
recorded in any published output but, in real-
ity, they have been at least as influential as any 
(quite often contrived) academic justification for 
any particular strand of  research.

While these individual events and chal-
lenges were (more or less randomly) influencing 
my fledgling academic career, the wider world 
was also changing. Tourists had been travel-
ling in increasingly large numbers since the  
mid- 19th century, but only after the Second 
World War, as the middle class of  the West 
flexed its financial muscle, and entrepreneurs 
began to utilize aircraft made surplus to post- 
war military requirements, did they begin 
to travel overseas. In 1950, a mere 25.3 mil-
lion international tourist trips took place. By 
1960, this had increased to 69.3 million; in 

1970 it was 165.8 million and by 1980 it was 
278.1 million (Harrison and Sharpley, 2017, 
pp. 1–3). And so on and so on, until in 2018 
it had reached 1.4 billion (UNWTO (United 
Nations World Tourism Organization), 2019). 
International tourism was big business and, it 
seemed, then, its growth was unstoppable.

Tourism’s social and economic benefits im-
pacts increasingly permeated ‘the Third World’ 
and, later, the ‘emerging economies’ of  the for-
mer Soviet bloc and, most recently, China, the 
once- sleeping giant of  the East, until such re-
gional distinctions became blurred in the global 
travel network. And as overseas resorts gained 
in tourist numbers, the share of  the market 
taken by long- established resorts in the West 
correspondingly declined. The reasons, though 
complex, were succinctly summarized in a post-
card written in 1980 by a disgruntled visitor to 
Blackpool: ‘Weather foul. And there is nowhere 
worse than this place if  its raining!’

This book contains a selection of  my writ-
ing, mainly on international tourism, over three 
decades, a juggernaut which, despite concerns 
about overtourism (Dodds and Butler, 2019), 
showed no signs of  abating until 2020. Because 
of  the reflective approach I have adopted, this 
introduction is deliberately personal, and read-
ings are sometimes contextualized by reference 
to positions I held at the time.
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Chapters 2 and 3 of  this book focus on tra-
dition and its relationship to tourism. In Chapter 
2, Tourism, Capitalism and Tradition (1992), 
tradition is portrayed in ‘Not in front of  the 
Tourists,’ a (very partial) British TV documen-
tary on Turkey, as highly vulnerable to inter-
national capital, a position also taken by such 
tourism academics as MacCannell and Graburn. 
‘Authentic’ traditional life is replaced by com-
merce and commoditization, much of  what was 
once given freely is now for sale, and local capital 
(by implication favoured by both film maker and 
academic) is swallowed up by the juggernaut of  
international tourism.

It is noteworthy that Greenwood’s angry 
condemnation of  the ‘commoditisation’ of  the 
alarde of  Fuentarrabia is in similar vein, only for 
it to be later retracted (Greenwood, 1989, pp. 
171–185). Indeed, the 1990s formation of  the 
Jaizkibel Company, a procession that included 
women, continues to offer a radical and much- 
disputed alternative to ‘tradition’ (https://www. 
youtube. com/ watch? v= tg9dXIncMec, accessed 
4 December, 2019) thus supporting my general 
argument that tradition, far from being a deli-
cate flower that withers at the first exposure of  
social change, is a highly malleable set of  institu-
tions that can be harnessed to support a range of  
social groups anxious to strengthen their access 
to power.

The case study of  tourism in Swaziland 
in Chapter 3, Tradition, Modernity and Tourism 
in Swaziland (1992), continues themes raised 
earlier. In the period prior to independence in 
1968, King Sobhuza II and his allies revived 
and interpreted Swazi tradition, leaning heavily 
on the support of  Hilda Kuper, a social anthro-
pologist, firmly ensuring it bolstered their own 
position. At independence in 1968, this highly 
partisan package of  Swazi culture, along with 
a revival of  Swazi ceremonies and the promo-
tion of  the Swazi language, became official. The 
position of  the king was legitimated and the 
monarchy became both the guardian and the 
epitome of  Swazi ‘culture’. ‘Tradition’ was also 
central to the marketing of  tourism, in which 
the monarchy was also heavily involved. Here, 
the Swazi were (and are) presented as an exotic 
and picturesque people. However, this market-
ing ploy gave rise to contradictions: tradition, 
with all its paraphernalia, was a justification of  
the present by an appeal to the past, and where 

this was questioned, for example, by those who 
queried the authority or behaviour of  the king, 
the status quo was quickly reinforced. Hopes 
that Swaziland would become a modern state 
proved unfounded as the language of  tradition 
bolstered the absolute power of  the monarchy 
and ensured its pre- eminence over modernity.

The fourth reading, Tourism and 
Prostitution: Sleeping with the Enemy? (1994), 
was specifically written to counter assertions 
that prostitution was increasingly provid-
ing the basis of  tourism in Swaziland (Crush 
and Wellings, 1983, 1987), a position which 
seemed to me to be somewhat sensational-
ist. The overall findings were that prostitution 
clearly predated tourism, was often linked to 
migrant labourers returning from the Republic 
of  South Africa, and that where tourists (often 
male business tourists – a minority of  tour-
ists visiting the country) were involved, their 
relationships with Swazi women varied con-
siderably in intensity, ranging from casual sex 
arranged at a discotheque to stable relation-
ships across the colour line that were not pos-
sible under apartheid in the Republic.

One prominent critic of  the above paper 
complained that it lacked theory, thus implying 
that such case studies were an inadequate form 
of  research. That is not the position taken here. 
There is a place for empirical investigation that 
subjects popular views to scrutiny, and in the 
Swazi case it was simply untrue to suggest that 
tourism was based on prostitution. However, re-
flecting on these early contributions to the tour-
ism literature, I recognize they could be seen as 
a somewhat disjointed defence of  international 
tourism, a charge to which I must plead guilty. 
It was a reaction to the way both sensation- 
seeking journalists and serious academics were 
demonizing international tourists when, in fact, 
with all their differences, and despite our rela-
tively unsuccessful attempts to categorize them, 
they are similar, if  not identical, to the popula-
tions from which they are drawn. Put differently, 
they are us! To focus only on ‘deviant behaviour’ 
(as did many social scientists) may make for 
good copy, but does international tourists, and 
by extension the tourist ‘industry’, a disservice, 
and has led to frequent accusations concerning 
the tourist ‘industry’, which has now become 
reified to the position of  an important but largely 
impersonal actor.
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In fact, in Tourism and the Less Developed 
Countries: the Social Consequences (1992) 
(reading five), I attempted a more theoretical 
approach to tourism, in which I discussed tour-
ism’s possible social consequences and related 
these to social problems, as perceived by key ac-
tors in the continued tension between tradition 
and modernity. The approach taken here was 
quite structural, focusing as I did on economic 
and social institutions which were exposed, 
changed or which newly emerged as a result of  
the appearance of  tourism. Social change was 
not inevitable. However, where tourism involved 
increased commoditization, for example, there 
was also change in the social structure and pat-
terns of  ownership and entrepreneurship. The 
occupational and family structure were also 
likely to be impacted, possibly with pressure put 
on traditional patterns of  behaviour and beliefs, 
with new social institutions and new patterns of  
social interaction.

None of  these changes can be taken for 
granted. Society is comprised of  economic, so-
cial and cultural institutions, which will be more 
or less impacted by tourism, but just how much 
they change will depend, inter alia, on their re-
silience and, importantly, any changes that do 
occur are not, in themselves, good or bad, posi-
tive or negative. Rather, how they are assessed 
will depend on the value judgements exercised 
by critics, including social scientists. This insti-
tutional approach to tourism seemed then, and 
does now, to be productive, allowing as it does an 
initial focus on institutions, and then an analysis 
of  how – if  at all – they change when faced with 
increased tourism.

For decades, there has been a recognition 
that ‘development’, if  it is indeed to be considered 
(as the term suggests) a form of  progress, must 
involve consideration of  wider, non- economic fea-
tures of  the environment, namely the physical en-
vironment and (less often) the social and cultural 
aspects of  social life. In Chapter 6, Sustainability 
and Tourism: Reflections from a Muddy Pool (1996), 
an effort is made to explore such concepts and, 
in particular, some of  the ramifications of  social 
and cultural ‘sustainability’ which, though im-
portant, are rarely prominent in the debate over 
whether or not ‘development’ is occurring. If  they 
are prioritized, it soon becomes evident that prob-
lems arise. Many host societies, for example, are 
traditionally far from egalitarian, and difficulties 

inevitably arise in determining who should benefit 
most from tourism- fostered growth. More particu-
larly, it is difficult to say how far culture remains 
the same when major changes occur over time, as 
in the transition from fishing villages to centres of  
tourism. Indeed, the longer the timescale involved, 
the greater the changes that may occur in social 
and cultural practices.

In Chapter 7, Learning from the Old South by 
the New South? The Case of  Tourism (1994), fo-
cus is on the implosion of  the Soviet system in 
1989, disintegration of  the ‘Second World’, and 
the subsequent ‘emerging economies’, which 
were thus distinguished from the ‘new states’ 
of  the 1950s and 1960s. Clearly, the ‘emerging’ 
economies had more developed industrial sec-
tors, but in many other respects they had much 
in common with the ‘old south’ There was in-
tense pressure to reform Soviet- oriented econo-
mies and replace them with market economies, 
the old ruling class was challenged by new en-
trepreneurs (sometimes with links to the former 
regimes), ethnicity and nationalism were on the 
rise, and aid was sought from the West, primar-
ily the European Union.

It was suggested that these ‘new states’ 
should not abandon planning, which was neces-
sary if  tourism development were to occur and 
that, similarly, the state should monitor and set 
limits to such development. At the same time, it 
should be recognized that tourism has the po-
tential to contribute to social unrest, especially 
when wide differences in culture and wealth 
between tourists and members of  the receiving 
society are present.

Much of  my writing has been a reaction to 
positions taken by other commentators of  tour-
ism or to important events outside tourism in the 
wider world – hence the papers on tourism and 
prostitution and on changes in the world order. 
My 1996 move to Fiji led to a more pronounced 
focus on tourism’s role in the development of  
small island states. In reading eight, The World 
Comes to Fiji: Who Communicates What, and to 
Whom? (1998), I revive the notion of  the ‘plural 
society’, a somewhat discredited approach when 
applied to small Caribbean societies but much 
more applicable in the Fiji context, and examine 
the portrayal of  ethnic Fijians and Indians in the 
tourist brochures. Utilizing a quite basic form 
of  content analysis, I examine the content of  
tourism brochures for Fiji and the potential they 
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bring for cultural change. While the literature 
commonly considers tourism’s role in changing 
attitudes and/or behaviour of  members of  the 
receiving society (especially that of  young people 
and women), the so- called ‘demonstration ef-
fects’ or inward acculturation - it tends to ignore 
possible changes among tourists - which I term 
’outgoing acculturation. The paper finds that the 
people portrayed in the brochures are almost en-
tirely ethnic Fijian. East Indians, while employed 
in the tourism sector, are usually backroom 
staff  and virtually absent from the brochures. 
At the same time, the culture of  ethnic Fijians 
is largely protected from inward acculturation by 
their continued residence in traditional villages, 
where the position of  the chiefs and elders con-
tinues to dominate (though access to alternative 
world views is provided by the Internet. Tourists 
are not the only exemplars of  modernity).

A more historical approach is taken in 
Chapter 9, Islands, Image and Tourism (2004). 
Recognizing the current attraction of  tropical 
island destinations, in particular, for Western 
tourists, I examine how they have been por-
trayed as utopian escapes from Western reality 
or dystopian harbours of  dark and unknown 
human and non- human forces, sometimes 
used to isolate the criminal, rebel, or dissident 
in prisons and detention centres or – even today 
– place the sick in quarantine (Kingdon, 2015). 
Such tropical islands have retained their fasci-
nation through the ages, morphing from travel-
lers’ tales and Tudor exploration to adventures 
of  Victorian children and their rousing stories 
for the nation’s children, through to arenas of  
bloody battles of  the Second World War and, in 
peacetime, ‘paradise’ for the global tourist, if  not 
for the residents of  these islands, many of  whom 
seek residence in the very same countries tour-
ists want to leave.

Chapter 10, Tourism in Pacific Islands, is 
a review of  tourism throughout the region. 
Bringing together themes raised in earlier pa-
pers, it situates tourism in the colonial experi-
ence, and shows that its development has often 
been constrained by political upheaval and un-
rest and, sometimes, ‘traditional’ land tenure. 
In some countries, however, linked to the USA, 
mass tourism has been able to develop. At the 
same time, sustainable tourism development is 
the subject of  much rhetoric, which regrettably 
is rarely matched in practice.

Chapter 11, Contested Narratives in the 
Domain of  World Heritage (2004) focuses pri-
marily on how ‘heritage’ is interpreted by 
various social actors, either individually or col-
lectively. What is ‘natural’ is contested; heritage 
is a performance, and debates occur as to what 
is genuine, authentic or fake. Memories, too, are 
selective: victors in power struggles ignore or 
downplay shameful historical episodes in favour 
of  those that show them in a favourable light, 
and World Heritage status is usually accorded 
only to sites that have gone through a rigorous 
negotiation process to determine which of  them 
is of  universal value (and reflects most favour-
ably on the dominant government and interest 
groups of  the time).

Throughout this paper, and in many of  
the others reprinted here, my emphasis is on 
social realities that are the result of  choice and 
human action. Nothing is inscribed on tablets 
of  stone. This is not to deny the difficulties in-
volved in challenging traditions and the estab-
lished ways of  doing things. Those who support 
the status quo more often than not have control 
of  the big battalions. However, today’s innova-
tion can become tomorrow’s tradition, and the 
young Turks of  today may become tomorrow’s 
elite (which applies inter alia to academia, as dis-
cussed in Chapter 20 of  this book).

In the early 2000s I was a member of  a team 
of  consultants for South- east Asia for the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) – perhaps the most 
enjoyable project in which I have ever participat-
ed. This involved extensive travel in South- east 
Asia, visiting areas proposed by governments 
to be developed as tourist attractions. The re-
search skills I had accumulated as an academic 
were highly appropriate to the more ‘quick and 
dirty’ research carried out by consultants, who 
often relied upon publications such as the Lonely 
Planet guides for most of  their information. In 
the course of  this consultancy, I came across the 
Nam Ha Ecotourism Project in Lao PDR, then a 
flagship project of  the ADB, and recipient of  con-
siderable funding (some million US dollars) from 
a variety of  overseas agencies (overseen by my 
co- author, Stephen Schipani). I also researched 
private sector tourism development of  small ho-
tels and guest houses on the island of  Don Det 
in southern Laos. It soon became evident that 
the quite different basis of  their development – 
private capital, often raised through the sale of  
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cattle or buffalo – would repay careful research. 
The key result of  the research, reported in 
Chapter 12, was that the development of  small 
hotels and guest houses by the private sector, a 
little studied aspect of  pro- poor tourism, was at 
least as efficient as, and certainly more cost ef-
fective than, the international project.

While my 2007 paper recommended great-
er involvement by the private sector in the Nam 
Ha project, such suggestions need to be tem-
pered to circumstance. Indeed, since the paper 
was written, private operators in the Luang Nam 
Ha project have multiplied, but at the cost of  the 
integrity of  the experience. A more recent report 
(Cunha, 2014) catalogues a variety of  problems, 
including inadequate reporting of  fees, lack of  
business experience and inconsistent service 
(Cunha, 2014). Clearly, monitoring their behav-
iour across a wide geographical area, with few 
trained human resources, has represented a ma-
jor challenge to the Lao authorities.

Small, community- based tourism enter-
prises (such as the Nam Ha project) have often 
been promoted by advocates of  pro- poor tour-
ism as alternatives to mass tourism for poverty 
reduction, often giving the impression that such 
pro- poor tourism (PPT) enterprises were the fu-
ture of  the tourism sector. In Chapter 13, Pro- 
poor Tourism: a Critique (2008), I argue that the 
perception of  PPT as a distinct (and small scale) 
variant of  tourism involves conceptual and sub-
stantive problems. There is, indeed, a place for 
such tourism but it is not and will never be the 
alternative to mass tourism, which will continue 
as the majority pursuit, and which must incor-
porate both sustainability and equity if  genuine 
PPT is to occur.

Chapter 14, Cocoa, Conservation and Tourism 
(2007), re- visits the small Trinidadian village of  
Grande Riviere, which was the subject of  my PhD 
thesis in the early 1970s (Harrison, 1975). It was 
then an isolated settlement, ‘behind God’s back’, 
suspicious of  outsiders and extremely insular. 
However, in the early 2000s, I learned it was at-
tracting tourists, who came to experience the vast 
numbers of  leatherback turtles which had begun 
(for reasons that remain unclear) to nest on the 
beach, thus making Grande Riviere one of  the 
most important turtle breeding areas in the world. 
The opportunity was thus presented of  studying a 
village which had moved from a reliance on cocoa 
as the primary source of  income to tourism, and 

where the nature of  village life both before and 
after tourism was known. The results were clear: 
although tourism had barely been able to halt 
the decline of  the village, villagers enthusiasti-
cally welcomed opportunities to gain income from  
tourism, they were more open to the world outside, 
they welcomed outsiders and embraced conserva-
tion of  the turtle population (which had previ-
ously been primarily a source of  food). In Grande 
Riviere, conservation and tourism combined to 
bring new opportunities to the village and to offer 
a tourist product that – albeit relatively small  
scale – was genuinely pro- poor.

In 2008, when I returned to Fiji as Head 
of  the School of  Tourism and Hospitality 
Management at the University of  the South 
Pacific, I became increasingly aware of  the need 
to consider the hospitality component of  our 
programme more closely. The degrees we of-
fered included some fairly basic hospitality skills, 
which were required learning for our students. 
However, in exposing them to these practical sub-
jects, we were also making a major incursion 
into indigenous culture. The layout of  the dinner 
table, Western cuisine, the importance of  alco-
hol and, indeed, the ethics of  service, for exam-
ple, involved the student in a tourist culture that 
was often in stark contrast to their indigenous 
Fijian culture. We were, in fact, teaching them a 
different way of  life.

In Chapter 15, Tourism Culture(s): The 
Hospitality Dimension (2013), Peter Lugosi and 
I consider three quite different perspectives that 
assist in understanding how tourism cultures, 
especially those found in the hotel sector, may 
be related to those brought into hotels by Fijians, 
to whom the hotel sector and the service culture 
they incorporate may be entirely foreign. In the 
paper, we suggest three possible approaches: 
first, that such hotel cultures represent an un-
certain, negotiated, third space which is hybrid 
in nature; second, they are part of  a socio- 
technical system, where tourism is the interface 
between the formal rule and procedures of  the 
organization (the hotels) and the culture taken 
into the hotel context by hospitality provid-
ers; and, finally, hotels can be seen as examples 
of  total institutions, separated from the world 
outside by quite distinct cultural practices and 
maintained by clear methods of  social control. 
Tourism and hospitality education, rather than 
being a neutral array of  skills without cultural 
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significance, represented a cultural imperative 
to which entrants to the hotel sector must com-
mit if  they are to succeed. Put differently, they 
must Westernize.

There is a vast array of  scholarly writing 
about tourism which, because of  its very bulk 
and variety, seems at first sight to lack any cen-
tral focus. In Chapter 16, Towards Developing a 
Framework for Analysing Tourism Phenomena: A 
Discussion (2007), I address this issue from a 
sociological perspective. I contend that tourism 
phenomena can be situated in any one of  three 
levels of  analysis: the most basic is the level of  so-
cial interaction, where focus is on role- following 
individuals. Their clusters of  roles are features of  
institutions, the basic building blocks of  social 
structure which make up the intermediate level, 
and such structures, in turn, make up wider so-
cial systems, the third level. The features of  these 
different levels of  analyses are discussed in some 
detail, and prominent examples of  research are 
provided. Recognizing these levels, and their 
inter- relation, would facilitate a more coherent 
understanding of  tourism’s role and importance 
in a wide range of  societies, and also situates 
empirical research and theoretical analysis in a 
wider framework.

In Chapter 17, Tourism and Development: 
From Development Theory to Globalisation (2014), 
I continue to explore the relationship of  tourism 
to development. In the 1970s, it seemed to me 
that the role of  tourism in ‘developing’ socie-
ties (and, later, ‘emergent’ societies) could be 
separated from mainstream development and 
analysed as a distinct phenomenon. Hence the 
focus on ‘traditional’ societies and their response 
to international visitors. Indeed, in Chapter 17, 
I try to outline the components of  the tourism 
system, again making a distinction between the 
three levels at which it can be analysed. Such an 
approach may be too comprehensive, but it does 
have the merit of  allowing us to situate the work 
of  (say) MacCannell (on the nature of  tourism in 
late capitalism) with that of  Greenwood (whose 
focus is on the impacts of  a town’s tourism on 
tradition). More recently, though, my atten-
tion turned to the complex relationship between 
tourist- sending and tourist- receiving societies. 
As I indicate in this chapter, ‘what goes on in 
Greece, Cyprus or Italy, Egypt and Tunisia, or the 
UK and France is often inter- related, and the pro-
cesses are comparable.’ It is no longer possible 

to limit studies of  tourism development to de-
veloping societies, for they have much in com-
mon with the First World, including reliance on 
China as both a major recipient of  tourists and 
a provider of tourists. And the 2020 onset of  
Coronavirus and the global lockdown, with the 
subsequent collapse of  global and domestic tour-
ism, must surely be the defining indicator that 
tourism is truly a global phenomenon.

In Chapter 18, Looking East but Learning 
from the West? Mass Tourism and Emerging Nations 
(2016), I reprise the growth of  tourism in the 
West before focusing on its emergence in Japan 
and then, for the rest of  the chapter, China. 
Some have argued that outbound tourism from 
China (and other ‘emergent’ nations) has been 
sufficiently distinct to require a different ‘para-
digm’ (Winter, 2009; Cohen and Cohen, 2012), 
but so much of  the experience of  early interna-
tional tourists from Europe has been repeated by 
the Chinese, and the rapid growth of  studies of  
Chinese tourism, in Chinese and English, which 
are quite compatible with studies of  Western 
tourism, suggests that such a ‘paradigm shift’ 
(if  it can be so described) is unnecessary (an is-
sue taken up in much greater detail in Chapter 
20). This is not to deny the shift in the centre of  
gravity of  international tourism from the West 
to China, on which many South- east Asian 
economies and Europe and North America in-
creasingly depend for their prosperity, whether 
from international tourism or on other econom-
ic sectors. Here, perhaps, is indicated the con-
tinued need for commentary on international 
tourist movement. The movement patterns may 
change; players move from the side stage to the 
centre, but for much of  the time the processes re-
main the same.

In Chapter 19, Introduction: Mass Tourism 
in a Small World (2017), co- authored by Richard 
Sharpley, we focus more specifically on mass 
tourism, which has long seemed to me to have 
been largely neglected by tourism academics. 
And yet it remains (or will, after we recover from 
the global lockdown caused by the Coronavirus) 
by far the dominant mode of  travel for most in-
ternational tourists. In the concluding sector of  
the chapter, an outline of  the key features of  an 
ideal type of  mass tourism is presented, in the 
hope that it can be used in comparative stud-
ies of  tourism phenomena across the global di-
vide. As we have again learned, albeit painfully, 
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what goes on in (say) a Chinese wet market can 
have major global ramifications. When some-
one sneezes in China, not only are the plans of  
intending travellers from the UK, France or the 
USA, for example, put on hold, but also human 
social interaction at its most basic, the opera-
tion of  major social and economic institutions, 
and even of  international government and non- 
government institutions, in and beyond tourism, 
can be radically changed.

Over the years, the notion of  paradigm, and 
its applicability to tourism studies, has appeared 
and re- appeared, but in about 2014 – following 
attendance at a tourism conference in which 
several eminent tourism scholars referred to 
the need for a new paradigm to enable proper 
consideration of  the increasingly dominant role 
of  China in international tourism – I finally de-
cided to tackle the issue head- on. The result was 
Chapter 20, Tourists, Mobilities and Paradigms 
(2017), a paper on which I probably spent more 
time and effort than any other piece of  work. 
As a reward, the paper was rejected outright by 
one major tourism journal (Annals of  Tourism 
Research), only to be accepted, with barely a 
changed word, by Tourism Management! This 
says much about the nature of  peer reviews, 
refereeing, and the process by which reviewers 
are selected, not to mention their responsibility 
to be objective (rather than partisan) in their as-
sessments. However, in the paper, I establish (I 
think conclusively) that the term ‘paradigm’ is 
inappropriately applied to tourism perspectives, 
which – despite claims to the contrary – have 
not been dominated by ‘the discourse of  au-
thenticity'; rather, concepts initially developed 
by Western scholars studying Western tour-
ism have increasingly been taken up, and used 
successfully, by Western and Chinese scholars 
studying Chinese tourism. There is no distinct 
Western social science, but social science which 
is applicable across the board, using concepts 
which are more or less applicable to tourists and 
tourism across a range of  societies.

My final chapter, Anthropologists, 
Development and Tourism Networks: Encounters 
and Shadows of  a Colonial Past (2010), is a re-
flection on the role of  anthropologists when 
measured against the contribution of  other 
stakeholders involved in tourism development 
projects. Anthropologists were greatly assisted 
by the colonial system, and for some time their 

work was tarnished by association. Indeed, the 
distinction between pure and applied anthropol-
ogy remains, and employment of  anthropolo-
gists by government continues to be problematic. 
Many tourism academics continue to be, at best, 
ambivalent towards the tourists they study, but 
few have successfully combined consultancy 
work with their academic positions and there is 
a continued divide between tourism academics 
and consultants. For academics in developing 
societies, relatively generous remuneration by 
international organizations may be considered 
a way of  enhancing an otherwise poorly funded 
position, whereas (the relatively few) Western 
academics who become consultants may con-
sider their involvement more of  an extension of  
their academic interests. Such differences in ap-
proach should be explored during development 
projects, and the ensuing reflexivity can lead 
to genuine cooperation across cultural divides. 
More often than not, however, Western consult-
ants continue to apply their preferred templates 
to new projects, and their local counterparts 
continue to pick up the quite substantial crumbs 
from the project table, with little attempt at re-
flexivity on either side.

On reflecting on my work on tourism over 
the last three decades, it would be good to report 
a coherent set of  themes that had been followed 
up over the years. Regretfully, though, that has 
not been the case. True, I have written on the 
role tradition has played in tourism develop-
ment, on the links between tourism and prostitu-
tion, and the similarities of  the ‘new nations’ of  
the 1970s to the ‘emerging nations’ of  the late 
1980s. I have also explored the place of  islands 
in the Western psyche, and tried to develop more 
coherent approaches to international tourism, 
considering at the same time that all such ef-
forts are situated within a scientific approach 
that, rather than being a ‘Western’ invention, is 
of  universal significance and application. And 
in such halting steps, I have realised that, once 
again, international tourism must be seen in the 
round, where events in one part of  the world 
are intimately connected with events that occur 
elsewhere. This has been evident for years, but 
any doubts should surely be dispelled by the sud-
den and catastrophic onset of  COVID-19 early in 
2020, which is discussed in the final chapter.

In reflecting on my work over three dec-
ades, I must conclude it is unfinished business. 
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However, that is the nature of  all science, and in 
applying its methods to the role of  international 
tourism I have inevitably been highly selective in 
my choice of  topics and subjective but (I hope) 
clear in my assessments. But ‘doing science’ is 
not easy:

The fate of  our times is characterised by 
rationalisation and intellectualisation and, 
above all, by the ‘disenchantment’ of  the world 
… To the person who cannot bear the fate of  
times like a man, one must say: may he rather 
return silently, without the usual publicity 
build- up of  renegades, but simply and plainly. 
The arms of  the old churches are opened widely 

and compassionately for him. After all, they do 
not make it hard for him. One way or another, 
he has to bring his ‘intellectual sacrifice’ - that is 
inevitable (Weber, 1948).

But for the committed scientist, the road 
less- travelled awaits:

(I)n the lecture rooms of  the university no other 
virtue holds but plain intellectual integrity. 
We shall set to work and meet ‘the demands of  
the day,’ in human relations as well as in our 
vocation. This, however, is plain and simple, if  
each finds and obeys the demon who holds the 
fibres of  his very life (Weber, 1948).
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