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Setting Up Your Computer

The online resources include all the datasets that we show how to analyse. We 
recommend that readers create a folder on their computer desktop into which 
all these data files can be downloaded. In addition, we recommend that readers 
create a subfolder within that folder into which all the complete working R 
codes for all worked examples are placed; these are in online resource url 
www.cabi.org/openresources/45349. The outer folder can then be set to be R’s 
working directory, so that all file reading and writing is done from and to this 
folder. Choose the working directory using the pull-down menus or use setwd 
as explained in Appendix 2 (p. 360).

Running Code as You Go Along

We strongly recommend that readers cut and paste the lines (or small groups 
of lines) of R code into R as they go along, and, at every stage, make sure that 
you understand what you are telling R to do with the data. There is a little repe-
tition in different chapters to facilitate understanding, and much of the code is 
annotated with comments, but it will still be best for beginners to start at the 
beginning and progress chapter by chapter. When blocks of code run over a 
page boundary, simply first copy and paste the first part into R, without pressing 
carriage return, then immediately after that, copy and paste the second part of 
the code. If you are copying the code out of the ebook and pasting into R, you 
may find the lines do not break at the correct points. To ensure the code runs 
correctly, make sure it is formatted exactly as shown in the text. As an alternative, 
all the code can be found in the online resources in the text file https://site.cabi.
org/wp-content/uploads/rcode.txt
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Chapter 1. How to Use This Book

Each chapter takes you through how to download, code and use different functions. We 
troubleshoot many of the common problems and illustrate each function and package with 
real data examples. Finally, we show you how to produce publication quality graphics.

Function names are always shown in bold.

R input is identified by blue, sans serif font.

R output is indicated by purple Courier font.

R error messages are shown in bright red.

Information Box

These provide further explanation of how some functions work, details of syntax, 
etc. or information on related functions or packages.

Exercise Box

We give you the opportunity to practise your coding skills, with some carefully planned exercises. 
Sample answers are given in the online Appendix at www.cabi.org/openresources/45349.

Tool Box

At the end of various large sections of chapters, the uses of main functions and arguments 
included in that section/chapter are summarized, giving you a handy checklist for easy 
reference.

At the start of each chapter, you can find a list of PACKAGES and FUNCTIONS introduced.

http://www.cabi.org/openresources/45349
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