
101

5

Djilang, Corayo and beyond: the Geelong region 
landscape and its European transformation

David Rowe

The town of Geelong stands between the miniature Bay of Corio, with its picturesque 
green cliffs and comparatively sheltered water, and the river Barwon, which flows 
from the north to south (at the distance of a long mile from the landing place), towards 
its outlet in Lake Connewarre, which again joins the sea in Bass’ Straits, by a narrow, 
and, we believe, un-navigable entrance. The scenery of its suburbs is agreeable, its soil 
as fertile, and its climate as healthful as that of Melbourne.

– Sydney Chronicle, 30 September 1847.

The Geelong environment has been explored, colonised, exploited and enjoyed by Europe-
ans since the beginning of the 19th century, and the transformative effects have been 
far-reaching. Originally (and erroneously) considered by the British as ‘waste lands of the 
Crown’, European explorations of the Country of the Wadawurrung Aboriginal peoples 
from 1802 recognised the region for its grazing potential, leading to the arrival of squatters 
in 1836. Urbanisation came in 1838, following the setting out of the Geelong township, the 
landscape influencing the choice of site. Urban and suburban expansion has continued to 
the present day. Informal and statutory town planning processes in the 20th century also 
influenced the development of the region.

Exploitation of the landscape began with livestock grazing and progressed to the intro-
duction of exotic flora and fauna, and extractive, manufacturing and other industries. 
Natural and contrived bayside and coastal foreshore landscapes have been a key part of the 
Geelong environment, especially for recreational purposes. Other landscapes were created 
for commemorative reasons.

Exploration of the landscape

Wadawurrung Country and European perceptions
The first European impressions of the Geelong region landscape were of Wadawurrung 
Country, the land of an Aboriginal tribe of the Kulin Nation. Extending from the Werribee 
River to Aireys Inlet on the coastline of Bass Strait, and inland towards Ballarat and 
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Ararat, the diverse landscape was home to 25 clans (Clark 1990; WAC nd a).1 At this time, 
the Geelong landscape was a product of traditional Aboriginal land practices, including 
the open mosaic-patterned grasslands (caused by fire management) that produced grains 
and tubers (Pascoe 2014).

Following British occupation from 1788, the Geelong region was officially considered 
‘waste lands’, being beyond the limits of European occupation. Through European eyes, 
the flora of Wadawurrung Country – which had existed for thousands of years – was seen 
as useless and without form (Halsey 2006).

Such unqualified perceptions of the landscape changed with European explorations, 
although the Indigenous cultural value of country was hardly recognised. In 1802, Lieu-
tenant John Murray charted part of Indented Head (Clark 1995). In the same year, 
Matthew Flinders discovered the Geelong area. He was impressed by the vast extent of 
the harbour and, from the elevated peaks of the You Yangs, he observed the low, grassy 
plains lightly covered with wood (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). In 1803, Charles Grimes 
surveyed the Port Phillip region, mapping the coastline and giving a record of the envi-
ronment (Grimes 1803).

In 1824, Hamilton Hume and William Hovell reached Corio Bay as part of their 
overland travels from New South Wales. They elicited from the Wada wurrung balug clan 
that the bay was Djilang and the land was Corayo (VACL 2015; Rowe 2002a).

In 1835, John Batman from Tasmania led a party that landed at Indented Head. They 
established an encampment at St Leonards. The intention was to establish a permanent 
European colony there (months later, the settlement relocated to Melbourne) (Rowe and 
Jacobs 2013). John Helder Wedge, a British surveyor resident in Tasmania, visited Batman’s 
encampment in August 1835 (Wynd 2005). He mapped the Port Phillip area (Plate 5.1) and 
gave a detailed description:

The peninsula of Indented Head first attracted my attention. Its extent is about 
100,000 acres [40 468 ha]. It is bounded on the west by the Barwon, a river discovered 
by myself, which empties into Bass strait a few miles to the westward of Indented 
Head, and in its course passes within about three miles [4.8  km] of the western 
extremity of Port Phillip. The eastern part of this peninsula, for about four or five 
miles [6.4–8 km] from the margin of the Port, is a low and flat surface, the soil being 
light and sandy, and well covered with grass, thinly wooded with the honeysuckle, 
sheoak, mimosa, and eucalyptus. The land then swells into low tiers, and alternates 
with beautiful hill and dale. On these hills the soil is of finer quality, and the grass 
more luxuriant than the plains. The hills gradually trend to the westward in gentle 
undulations and terminate at the Barwon, in some places in steep banks, varying in 
height from 30ft to 60ft [9–18 m]. It is a great drawback to the availability of the 
peninsula that the River Barwon is subject to the tides, and is, consequently, salt up to 
where it is joined by another river, about three miles from the western extremity of the 
Port, otherwise it would be one of the finest situations for sheep farming I have ever 
met with.

On the peninsula there are many small waterholes, which afford the natives a 
supply of water … At the junction of the rivers above alluded to, the one coming from 
the north-west is called the Yaloak by the natives, the other coming from the westward 
I have named the Byron, into which, about 10 or 12 miles [16–19 km] up, another 
stream falls, which I have named the Leigh. These rivers pass through very extensive 
open plains much further than the eye can reach … About 15 miles [24 km], in a 
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south-west direction, from the junction of the Byron with the Yaloak, is a lake, called 
by the natives Modewarrie, the intermediate country being grassy hills (called by the 
native Barrabool), of moderate elevation, thinly covered with she-oak trees; and 
around the lake an undulating grassy country, thinly timbered, extends to the 
westward.

… The country between the river coming from the northward and the western 
extremity of the Port, and from 20 to 40 miles [32–64 km] inland, is open, and 
partakes more of the nature of downs. The whole is thickly covered with light growth 
of grass, the soil being, in general, stiff and shallow. About midway there is a river 
falling into the Port, which comes from the north west … About Station Mount 
[Station Peak, You Yangs] (called by the natives Villamanta), the country is wooded, 
with this exception, and here and there along the shore of the Port, and along the 
course of the river just mentioned, the plains are quite open, as much so as the heaths 
of Cambridgeshire (Hobart Mercury, 22 January 1935, p. 8).

Numerous early accounts also provided an appreciation of Geelong’s native wildlife, 
which was a source of food and aquaculture for the Wadawurrung. Kangaroos roamed ‘in 
vast herds of thousands in a flock’ with emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae) in lesser numbers 
(Geelong Advertiser (G.A.), 27 November 1866, p.  2). The lakes boasted swan (Cygnus 
atratus), Cape Barren geese (Cereopsis novaehollandiae), wild duck, teal, widgeon and wild 
turkey, with quail and snipe in lesser numbers. Saltwater fish included schnapper, pike, 
whiting, garfish, mullet, barracouta, rock cod, flounders and ‘a viviparous fish called flat-
head’ (G.A. 27 November 1866, p. 2). Oyster beds were lower in numbers but crayfish were 
plentiful. In the rivers and creeks were blackfish, species of grayling and eels (G.A. 27 
November 1866, p. 2).

Dispossession of Country following European explorations
Underscoring European exploration was the British demand for wool, and the productive 
landscape of the Wadawurrung was ‘re-visioned’ for ‘alternative’ grazing purposes. Legal-
ised European occupation for pastoral purposes began from 1833 and increased with the 
Crown Lands Occupation Act in 1836 (Billis and Kenyon 1930). In June 1835, Batman 
executed a so-called treaty with Indigenous peoples for the purchase for 600  000 acres 
(242 811 ha) of territory (Brownhill and Wynd 1990).2 The deed that included the Geelong 
area was a fabrication: it named eight clan heads of the Bun wurrung and Wurundjeri 
tribes, even though the Geelong area was the territory of the Wadawurrung (Clark 1995).3

From 1835, Wadawurrung Country was occupied by members of the Port Phillip Asso-
ciation led by John Batman. The land was subdivided into several large sheep grazing 
allotments (Fig. 5.1) (Campbell 1987; Wynd 1981). This had a devastating impact on the 
lifestyle, culture and agricultural practices of the Wadawurrung. ‘Collisions’4 between the 
Wadawurrung peoples and European graziers began from 1836. Although traumatic for 
all involved, Aboriginal people in particular were killed or wounded, usually as a reprisal 
for stealing stock for food (Clark 1995).

In 1836, John Helder Wedge recognised the need ‘for an establishment for the civilisation 
of the Aborigines’ (Clark 1995, p. 281). In early 1839 a temporary mission was created on 
the Barwon River at Charlemont (earlier known as Marshall)5 before the more permanent 
Buntingdale Mission at Birregurra was established later that year (Clark 1990; Le Griffon 
2006; Brewer 1904). The Port Phillip Aboriginal Protectorate, led by George Augustus 
Robinson, was also established ‘to protect Aborigines from any encroachment on their 
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territory, and from acts of cruelty, oppression and injustice’ (Clark 1995, p. 3). The Protec-
torate system failed and it was abolished in 1849 (Clark 1995). In Geelong, from the 1850s, 
Wadawurrung culture was devalued to an existence of confinement through the provision 
of reserves. At Mount Duneed beside Armstrong Creek, a reserve known as Dooliebeal or 
Stewart Reserve was created in c.1856. In 1859, a 640 acre (259 ha) reserve on the north 
bank of the Little River at Beremboke was set aside and in 1861 the Duneed Aboriginal 
Reserve at Waurn Ponds was gazetted and occupied by seven surviving Wadawurrung 
members, including Willem Baa Nip, also known as ‘Willem Gore’ and ‘King Billy’, last 
member of the Wada wurrung balug (Boland 1992; Wynd 2000; Victoria Government 
Gazette, 26 June 1860; Rowe and Huddle 2000). Ultimate control of these reservations 
resided with Europeans. Following the creation of the ‘Central Board Appointed to Watch 
Over the Interests of Aborigines’ in 1860, local Honorary Correspondents were charged 
with providing rations and clothing, and reporting to the Board on the numbers, condi-
tion and location of the Wadawurrung (Sumner 1861).6

Colonisation of the landscape

Geelong and its inner suburbs
In October 1837, Captain Foster Fyans, first Police Magistrate for the Geelong district, 
selected the location of the Geelong township (Edmonds 2005). He chose a site where 
Corio Bay and the Barwon River were close together, despite the river being brackish when 
it was not flowing strongly (Edmonds 2005). On 21 August 1838, H.W.H. Smyth, Assistant 

Fig. 5.1. F. Kruger, ‘You Yangs with enclosed sheep paddock in foreground’, c.1880–89. Source: 
State Library of Victoria, accession no. H488.
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Surveyor, prepared a plan of Geelong following a grid pattern based on instructions from 
Robert Hoddle, Government Surveyor. A Map of Geelong and its Suburbs was published in 
1855 (Proeschel 1855) (Plate 5.2).

‘North Geelong’ near the bay and ‘South Geelong’ near the river were the initial loca-
tions for development. At ‘North Geelong’, the earliest buildings lined Corio Street – they 
were not visible to sailing craft given the high foreshore cliffs. Access from a jetty on the 
foreshore was through a cutting to Yarra Street (Fig. 5.2). Beyond the formalised town 
reserve was a well-worn track to Point Henry, the place of disembarkation for arrivals. A 
sandbar prevented large ships entering Corio Bay and this slowed Geelong’s progress until 
after 1893 when dredging works commenced and the Hopetoun Channel was created 
(Wild 1950; Thompson Berrill Landscape Design and Mark Trengove Ecological Services 
2006). Also partially thwarting development at the height of the Victorian goldrush in 
1854 was a false map published by Melbourne merchants, inaccurately showing Ballarat 
closer to Melbourne than to Geelong (Ball 1983).

Suburban settlement was established adjacent to the township reserve from 1839, on 
Newtown Hill and at Geelong West (Seaton 1983; Rowe and Jacobs 2010). In 1854, an 
eastern extension of the original township reserve included an inventive layout with 
diagonal streets at Sydney Parade and Sydney Avenue (then known as Sydney Place North, 
South, East and West), and curved streets for Pevensey Crescent and Bourke Crescent (Plate 
5.2). These streetscapes alluded to the Baroque geometric planning of Bath, England (Butler 
and Associates 1991). Years later, in 1890 and south of the Barwon River, Dr Alexander 
Thomson’s ‘Kardinia’ property at Belmont was subdivided into 250 allotments. Some 
streets were laid out in terraces, following the contours of the land (Rowe and Jacobs 2007).

Fig. 5.2. S. Mossman, ‘Geelong in 1840’. Hugh George for Wilson and Mackinnon, Melbourne, 
10 June 1876. Source: State Library of Victoria, accession no. A/S10/06/76/45; Mossman (1879).

05-CSIRO_Geelong-Chap05.indd   105 12/06/19   4:23 pm



Geelong’s Changing Landscape106

Residential subdivisions and tree planting in the early 20th century
Suburban expansion continued in the early 20th century, with some residential subdivi-
sions modelled on Garden City principles.7 In 1912 at Herne Hill, 300 lots were created in 
a radiating layout as part of the Manifold Heights Estate (G.A. 5 October 1912, p. 3). The 
focal point was a small park, and trees were to line the streets and be planted on each 
property (G.A. 23 February 1912, p. 2).

An equally remarkable but unrealised scheme was the ‘Plan of Greater Geelong’ created 
in 1912 by German engineer Laurell Messy-Rhine (Messy-Rhine 1912). It was to cater for 
the considerable growth of the Geelong region with a concentric railway network, a ferry 
line connecting Point Henry to Avalon, and specified community settlements (G.A. 22 
February 1912, p.  2). The locations of these settlements are now being developed as 
Geelong’s newest suburbs.

Street beautification schemes enhanced the urban landscape. In 1917, the Geelong City 
Council began a tree-planting program commencing with an avenue of palm trees in 
Normanby Street, East Geelong (G.A. 7 August 1917, p.  2). In 1924, the newly created 
Geelong Town Planning Association began tree-planting schemes including the planting 
of ‘ornamental’ trees beside the Melbourne Road (near Bacchus Marsh Road), and on the 
bank of the Barwon River (G.A. June–July 1912).

Key figures in the City’s tree-planting schemes were Dr Frederick Moreton (1861–1948), 
medical practitioner and the Association’s inaugural president, and Cr Robert Purnell 
(1855–1937), shipping agent and life member of the Geelong Horticultural Society. Their 
ideas were influential in the formation of the Geelong Town Planning Association (G.A. 29 
March 1924, p. 5). Purnell’s architect-brother, Frederick (1868–1953), and particularly George 
R. King (1872–1950), Director of the Gordon Technical College and instructor in architecture, 
and A.J. Laird and T.J. Buchan (of the architectural firm, Laird and Buchan), were notewor-
thy figures that helped shape Geelong’s town planning throughout the 20th century.8

At Lara, the Forestry Commission commenced a reafforestation program at the You 
Yangs which was then considered ‘Geelong’s National Park’ (G.A. 8 February 1924, p. 3).9

Soldier settlement
In the early and mid 20th centuries, some Crown land and large pastoral estates were com-
pulsorily acquired for Discharged Soldier Settler Schemes to provide returned soldiers from 
World Wars I and II with agricultural land. Farmland at Barrabool, Bellarine, Belmont, 
Curlewis, Drysdale, Gnarwarre, Highton, Inverleigh, Lara, Lethbridge, Lovely Banks, 
Marshall, Meredith, Modewarre, Moolap, Point Wilson, Wallington and Winchelsea was 
set aside (Battle to Farm 2015; Lake 1987; Smallwood 1992). Yet, the dream of living on the 
land did not materialise for many. At ‘Moranghurk’ Homestead, Lethbridge, the land was 
flat and stony and required clearing by hand (Rowe and Jacobs 2005). The small-sized allot-
ments did not provide sufficient landholdings for sustainable farming (Rowe 2014–16).

Formalised planning
The work of the Geelong Town Planning Association, especially that of some of its leading 
members from 1924, laid the foundations for the establishment of the Geelong Planning 
Scheme in 1959 to regulate the development of all land (McLean 2005). Created in 1977, the 
Geelong Regional Commission functions included ‘the planning, management, integration 
and coordination of development in the region, including the protection of areas of natural 
beauty of special significance’ (McLean 2005, p.  120). In consultation with the City of 
Geelong, the Geelong Central Area Strategy was developed. It included the City by the Bay 
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plan released in 1981 (McLean 2005; GRC 1981). In 1985, the Commission transformed the 
central foreshore area between the Moorabool and Yarra Street piers into Steampacket 
Gardens (McLean 2005). This was a precursor to the development of the waterfront from 
1995 by the Victorian state government and City of Greater Geelong (CoGG 2008). It included 
the installation of over 100 bollards from Limeburners Point to Rippleside Park. Sculpted by 
Jan Mitchell, the bollards told the story of Geelong’s history, from the Indigenous inhabit-
ants, through the introduction of rabbits, to more contemporary characters (CoGG nd).

21st-century developments
In 2013, the City of Greater Geelong released a Central Geelong Action Plan to provide a 
15-year strategy for the revitalisation of the central city area. A catalyst for the Plan was 
the Vision 2 project led by Deakin University. It included ‘a distinctive and enduring 
network of green spines and spaces that support living, working and walking, commenc-
ing with the greening of Malop Street’ (CoGG 2013, p. 11).

At this time, one of the largest residential developments in Geelong was established at 
Armstrong Creek, near Mount Duneed. It is to provide housing for 55 000–65 000 people 
(DELWP 2016). Warralily at Armstrong Creek was Geelong’s first and largest master-
planned community for which a holistic approach to existing, public and private land-
scapes was a key design element (Newland Developers 2015; Warralily News, May 2013). 
Creek and wetland path loops were linked with boardwalks, public art pieces and a park 
(Fig. 5.3). The public art installations were created by Jeremy Minter, Glenn Romanis and 

Fig. 5.3. Warralily Park, 2018. Source: David Rowe.
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Mark Trinham as part of a landscape and public art master plan for the area. Initially 
based on knowledge from Aunty Marlene Gilson, Wadawurrung Elder, the narrative for 
the work was the portrayal of significant untold stories of the past, present and future 
(Warralily News, May 2013). In 2016, their latest installation, Murrup dja, was unveiled. It 
was named by Wadawurrung Elder, Uncle Bryon Powell, with murrup meaning spirit and 
dja meaning land/earth, which together form the spirit of the land (Millard 2016).

Other residential estates were established in the Armstrong Creek and Mount Duneed 
area, including Armstrong and Ashbury.

In 2015, a large housing estate commenced at Fyansford following the ‘Gen Fyansford’ 
project presented to the City of Greater Geelong in 2001 (Murphy 2015). The previously 
scrubby land is undergoing transformation and a public parkland is proposed along the 
banks of the Moorabool River near the old Swan Inn (built 1842) and former pleasure 
grounds (G.A. 21 November 2015).

Exploitation of the landscape: farming and agriculture
From 1836, European farming transformed the outlying areas of the region. Especially 
transformative were the sheep grazing properties established by the pioneer wool growers. 
Tangible legacies included those established by Alexander Thompson (‘Kardinia’, Belmont), 
Thomas Austin (‘Barwon Park’, Winchelsea), John Hopkins (‘Wormbete’, Winchelsea: VHD 
nd j), Manifold Brothers (‘Purrumbete’ near Camperdown), Dennis family (‘Tarndwarncoort’, 
Warncoort), George Russell (‘Golf Hill’, Shelford: VHD nd e) and Thomas Armytage 
(‘Ingleby’, Winchelsea: VHD nd g) (Brownhill and Wynd 1990; Rowe et al. 2001).

Vineyards proliferated near the Barwon and Moorabool rivers, Sutherlands and Cowies 
creeks, and the Barrabool Hills and Waurn Ponds until 1877, when they were devastated 
by Phylloxera disease (Berry et al. 1878; Bonney 1879).

Farming and other establishments brought many changes to the landscape. There was 
the planting of exotic tree and hedge borders as windbreaks. Drystone walls were prevalent 
at Sutherlands Creek, Lara, Bannockburn and Lethbridge, being signs of tenure and 
security, and barriers for the multiplying rabbit (Rowe and Huddle 2000; CAC1995).

Ecological imperialism10

From 1837, Europeans re-visioned the land by clearing the native vegetation and introduc-
ing exotic plants and animals (LCC 1996). In 1844, in the Western District, the first of the 
degrading effects caused by imported hoofed livestock came with the disappearance of 
herbaceous plants, and landslips beside creeks (Robertson 1852).

Exotic plants were introduced for commercial reasons. In 1859, Charles Wyatt established 
Frogmore Nursery at Fyansford (VHD nd d). It soon boasted thousands of fruit and orna-
mental trees and shrubs, hedges and flowers, the whole being similar to an English nursery 
(The Australasian, 9 May 1868, p. 25). Other nurseries were established at Batesford, Fyans-
ford and Highton (The Age, 17 December 1862, p. 3; G.A. 22 October 1866, p. 3, Pescott 1985).

Local squatters and, from 1861, the Victorian Acclimatisation Society also influenced 
ecological change (Gillbank 1986). Particularly notable was Thomas Austin of ‘Barwon 
Park’, Winchelsea (VHD nd a). He introduced blackbirds (Turdus merula), pheasant, thrush 
and wild rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) to his property in 1859 (G.A. 27 November 1866, 
p. 2). His rabbits multiplied and spread across Victoria, causing havoc to the environment.

Exotic plants were introduced to remediate coastal erosion. From 1899, marram grass 
(Ammophila sp.) was planted at Thirteenth Beach, Barwon Heads and Ocean Grove to 
stabilise the fragile sand dunes (Rowe 2002b).
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Use of waterways
The Barwon River has been fundamental to the progress and sustainability of the Geelong 
region. Securing a water supply was critical to this progress. In 1840, Foster Fyans devised 
a breakwater comprising two large stone walls to provide a natural water supply and 
prevent salt water from entering the dam. Situated at Breakwater south-east of the Geelong 
township, it was one of the first major public works in the Port Phillip District and consid-
ered a ‘work of magnitude and merit’ (Edmonds 2005). The river was also exploited by the 
establishment of tanneries and woollen, flour and paper mills along its banks. It was a 
water supply and conduit for waste. Noteworthy was the construction of the Barwon Paper 
Mill at Fyansford in 1877–78 (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). A weir and water race were built 
above Buckley’s Falls to power the mill.

Wool trade, extractive, manufacturing and other industries
Given the large number of sheep grazing stations established in and near the region from 
1836, Geelong became the capital of the wool market, where wool was stored and shipped to 
London (Rowe and Jacobs 2017). From 1840 until the 1960s, the urban landscape of the 
north-western portion of central Geelong was transformed by the construction of brick and 
stone woolstores. Early woolbrokers included F.J. Strachan and Co., Swanston Willis and 
Co., C.J. Dennys, and Dalgety Ibbotson and Co. (Rowe and Jacobs 2017). A Classical Revival 
Wool Exchange was built in Corio Street in 1928. Today, the surviving adapted woolstores 
– including the Waterfront Campus of Deakin University on Western Beach Road, the 
National Wool Museum and Steampacket House on Moorabool Street and the market 
building on Brougham Street – comprise a unique urban setting (Rowe and Jacobs 2017).

One of the earliest extractive industries in Geelong was limeburning. In 1838, Patrick 
Melville worked a quarry at Limeburners Point, adjacent to Eastern Park, with James 
Boucher as limeburner (Harrington 2000). More ubiquitous were the limeburning enter-
prises at Lara from 1853, their quarries gouging the land (Rowe 2016).

From 1849, Nicholas McCann operated sandstone quarries at Ceres, as did Ezra Firth 
and Benjamin Holdsworth soon after (Holdsworth also opened another quarry at Waurn 
Ponds in 1869) (Rowe and Huddle 2000; Wynd 1992; VHD nd f).

In 1853, gold was discovered at Steiglitz (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). The heavily treed 
hills were denuded and replaced with tracks, tents, buildings, mine shafts, poppet heads 
and mullock heaps (Washbourne c.1870–88). To meet the needs of the mining town, the 
nearby Brisbane Ranges were rapidly devegetated (Boland 1992). After the demise of gold-
mining, the Steiglitz surrounds largely reverted to the former treed environment.11 At 
Teesdale, surviving evidence of gold-mining in the 1850s is Chinaman’s Lagoon, estab-
lished as a local water reserve (Heritage Matters 2009).

In 1872, Michael Dongahy relocated his prospering Fairview Ropeworks from Chilwell 
to a 2.8 ha site in Pakington Street, Geelong West. The complex included a brick factory 
(now demolished) and ropewalk. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this factory was 
the biggest single source of employment in Geelong West (Rowe and Jacobs 2010).

In 1888 in the swamp at Moolap, Richard Cheetham established a saltern known as 
Cheetham Saltworks, modelled on those in the south of France (VHD nd b) (Fig. 5.4). The 
320 acre (130 ha) site was enclosed and subdivided into paddocks by dykes (Campbell 1893).

At Batesford, from 1867, Peter McCann quarried limestone after opening a quarry on the 
western side of the Moorabool River north of Fyansford (G.A. 13 August 1867, p. 2). The deposits 
became highly valuable for the manufacture of cement. In 1890, McCann founded the Austral-
ian Portland Cement company at Fyansford (McNeill 1990). Shale was secured through the 
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alluvial deposits of silicate of alumina on the Moorabool River flats (McCann 1943). Kilns were 
erected in the escarpment below Herne Hill. Extracted limestone from the Batesford Quarry was 
initially transported to Fyansford by horse-drawn drays (Rowe and Huddle 2000). This was 
superseded about 1911 by an aerial ropeway, and from 1921 steam shovels were used on a light-
gauge railway system that involved a 1 km tunnel (Rowe and Huddle 2000). In 1966, the railway 
was replaced by an elevated belt conveyor track on concrete pylons. Remnants of this survive 
today. The cement product was ubiquitous in the construction of buildings and other structures 
throughout Victoria until the closure of the operations in 2001 (Batesford Quarry nd). The sur-
viving silos still dominate the skyline today, and the Batesford Quarry is monumental in scale 
(Rowe and Huddle 2000).

Equally dramatic in the landscape was the transformation of the western shores of Corio 
Bay with manufacturing and other industries. With more superior port facilities estab-
lished at Cowies Creek (the port being named Corio Quay) (Wynd 2000), the industries 
included the Federal Woollen Mill, North Geelong (1913), Ford Motor Co., North Geelong 
(1924), Corio Distillery, Corio (1928), wheat terminal, North Geelong (1928) fertiliser pro-
duction at Corio and North Shore (1923 and 1925), farm machinery production by Interna-
tional Harvester, Corio (1939) and the Shell Oil Refinery, Corio (1953) (Wynd 2000).

In 1958, brown coal was found in abundance at Anglesea. A power station was estab-
lished, burning the coal to produce power for the Alcoa Aluminium smelter at Point Henry 

Fig. 5.4. C. Pratt, Aerial view looking east of Cheetham Saltworks, Moolap, c.1927. Source: State 
Library of Victoria, accession no. H2000.222/9.
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(which opened in 1961), greatly transforming this marine landscape (Kellaway and Rowe 
2009; Wynd 2005). Other heavy industries established at Point Henry included Primal 
Chemicals (now Dow Industries), and the Winchester Western Australia ammunition 
factory in 1967 (Wynd 2005).

Enjoyment of the landscape: recreation and tourism

Public parks in Geelong
Noteworthy in central Geelong from the 19th century was the creation of several public parks. 
The earliest and most central was the Market Square in 1845 (bounded by Malop, Little 
Malop, Moorabool and Yarra streets). In 1860, a portion of this swamp land was beautified 
with the planting of elms and pines (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). Johnstone Park was estab-
lished in 1848 in Gheringhap Street (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). The park’s natural depression 
formed a water basin known as La Trobe’s Dam (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). Criticised as a 
receptacle of filth in 1865, it was transformed with a program of filling and planting (Brown-
hill and Wynd 1990). Further transformation occurred after 1916 following a redevelopment 
scheme by Percy Everett with Laird and Buchan architects (VHD nd h) (Fig. 5.5).

Fig. 5.5. C. Pratt, Aerial view looking south-east over Geelong, 1938. In the upper left foreground 
are Transvaal Square and Harding and Austin Parks. To the right in the upper middle ground is 
Johnstone Park. To the upper right is part of Kardinia Park. Source: State Library of Victoria, 
accession number H91.160/627.
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The largest public park was Eastern Park and Geelong Botanic Gardens, reserved in 
1851 (Jones 1984). An intricate pattern of pathways and a lake were created by the first 
curator, Daniel Bunce. He initiated the planting of conifers as the dominant species in the 
park and formally laid out the parallel paths and beds in the botanic gardens (Chris Dance 
Land Design et al. 1995).

Kardinia Park at South Geelong was used as a cricket ground before 1854 (Taylor 1854), 
and was set aside as a public park in 1872 (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). Several improve-
ments soon followed, including fencing and exotic tree- and shrub-planting, damming 
small gullies into a lake, and the laying out of drives. A miniature zoo was established in 
1902 (G.A. 16 September 1902, p.  2). During the interwar years a sports ground was 
re-established and in 1947 the oval became the home ground of the Geelong Football Club 
(Brownhill and Wynd 1990). During the early 21st century, the football stadium under-
went a multi-million dollar redevelopment.

Other early parks included Pevensey Gardens, Pevensey Crescent (in two parts, 
1878), Harding and Austin Parks in Bellarine Street (both gazetted 1885), and Richmond 
Place (1854) (Butler and Associates 1991). All except Richmond Place were beautified 
with exotic trees.12 In 1910, the Victorian Premier questioned the number of parks in 
Geelong, given a proposal to excise part of Market Square for commercial development. 
He claimed that ‘Geelong was one of the most over-lunged places he knew’ (The Argus, 
8 March 1910, p.  10). This opinion was rebuked by the public and the editor of the 
Geelong Advertiser for the next five years (G.A. 21 March 1910, p. 2; 22 November 1915, 
p. 2).

Parks and reserves in outer suburban Geelong
Other parks and reserves were established in outer suburban areas. In 1849, Tea Gardens 
were created at Point Henry (Brownhill and Wynd 1990). They were closed and reopened 
several times, and were revived for the last time as the Bellarine Tea Gardens in 1892. 
Hundreds of trees had been planted in the grounds (Brownhill and Wynd 1990).
Although no longer serving as Geelong’s principal port, a tramway and truck were 
erected on the long eastern pier in 1892 for unloading goods to and from steamers. In 
1939, a Signal Station was built to control shipping traffic (Huddle et al. 1996). From 
the 1960s, the Point Henry landscape was completely changed with industrial progress. 
In 2004, the cultural heritage significance of the area was recognised by inclusion in 
the Victorian Heritage Inventory as the Point Henry Maritime Heritage Precinct (VHD 
nd i).

In 1857, Queen’s Gardens (later known as Queens Park) opened beside the Barwon 
River at Highton (Brownhill and Wynd 1990) (Fig. 5.6). The 186 acre (75 ha) site was 
laid out with assistance from the District Surveyor, A.J. Skene, the celebrated botanist 
Ferdinand von Mueller, and Daniel Bunce. Approximately 2000 ornamental trees and 
shrubs were planted, a carriage drive formed and seats installed (G.A. 16 August 1879, 
p. 3).

In 1861, a common beside the Barwon River at Belmont was proclaimed for grazing 
cattle and horses. In the 1920s it was used for aviation and in 1950 it became the site of a 
migrants’ village. From the 1960s, the common was transformed into sports fields, a rec-
reation reserve, a golf course and wetlands (Rowe and Huddle 2000).

Geelong West was bereft of a public park until 1911 when part of the Pineville property 
at the corner of Pakington and Autumn streets became the Geelong West Park (Rowe and 
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Plate 1.1. Garrard and Shaw, 1838. ‘Map of the Town and Suburbs of Geelong comprising the Lands 
in the Parishes of Gheringhap, Moorpanyal, Barrabool, Duneed, Moolap, Bellerine & Pawit: Together 
with the Positions of the Bar and the Proposed Improvements / by Garrard and Shaw, Surveyors &c.; 
engraved by Campbell & Macartney’. http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-231354483/view, National Library of 
Australia MAP RM 963. Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Australia. 

Plate 1.2. Jan Senbergs, 2010. ‘Geelong Capriccio (if Geelong were settled instead of 
Melbourne)’. Reproduced with the permission of Jan Senbergs, Niagara Galleries Melbourne, and 
assistance from the Deakin University Art Collection and Galleries Unit.
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