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Mistletoes are a distinctive group of native 
plants found throughout Australia, from 
Wilson’s Promontory to Bamaga, Byron 
Bay to Useless Loop and most regions 
in between. In addition to forest and 
woodland, desert and heathland, mistletoes 
also abound in urban and agricultural 
areas, making them some of the continent’s 
most cosmopolitan plants. Although 
plenty has been written about Australian 
mistletoes, most of this material is difficult 
to access, tucked away in journals and 
monographs beyond the reach of many. 
Species descriptions, identification keys 
and distributional summaries are available 
in the national and state-based Floras, 
but they are written for specialist readers 
fluent in botanical terminology. Likewise, a 
multitude of articles summarising findings 
from more than a century of research are 
contained in journals and scientific texts, 
but these articles are widely scattered and 
targeted primarily towards experts. By 
drawing together existing knowledge about 
these plants, I aim to make this information 
accessible to a wider audience and thereby 
raise awareness of these distinctive and 
beautiful Australian natives. This book also 
provides an opportunity to dispel some of 
the misunderstandings and unfounded 
beliefs about these plants – Australian 
mistletoes are not toxic, they were not 
introduced and they do not necessarily kill 
trees. Finally, this book highlights critical 
gaps in our understanding of Australian 
mistletoes. There are still many mysteries 
and unanswered questions; there are even 
unnamed mistletoes in northern Australia 

awaiting formal description. Although some 
of these grey areas are the subject of current 
research, interested readers can also make 
significant contributions to the knowledge 
gaps. So, rather than being the definitive 
volume on Australian mistletoes, this book 
is intended to foster an appreciation and 
deeper understanding of these plants and to 
inspire readers to add pieces to the puzzle.

This book is arranged into six sections. 
In Chapter 1, I explain what is (and isn’t) 
a mistletoe and give an overview of their 
origins, relationships, general biology and 
overall patterns of diversity, comparing 
southern Australia with other regions. 
Chapter 2 provides information on mistletoe 
identification, and Chapter 3 contains detailed 
species accounts of the 47 mistletoe species 
recorded in southern Australia. The text and 
accompanying illustration and photograph 
allow mistletoes to be identified to species 
without specialist botanical knowledge. In 
Chapter 4, the ecology of these native plants is 
described, detailing how these parasitic plants 
interact with their hosts, pollinators, seed 
dispersers and natural enemies, and describing 
the roles they play within their respective 
communities. Chapter 5 focuses on the 
cultural significance of mistletoes in southern 
Australia, contrasting imported European 
beliefs with home-grown Indigenous lore. 
Finally, in Chapter 6, the management of 
mistletoes, especially in urban and agricultural 
landscapes, is discussed, including a summary 
of current information about control 
techniques and their appropriate use, and 
best-practice techniques for incorporating 
mistletoe into habitat restoration.
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Although drawing on material from 
throughout Australia and elsewhere, the 
scope of this book is restricted to southern 
Australia, covering every mistletoe species 
occurring in Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia and the southern half of 
Western Australia. Accordingly, this book 
does not include the remaining 47 species 
found in northern Australia and offshore 
territories. The reasons for this are 
primarily pragmatic: many of the northern 
species occupy restricted distributions in 
remote areas (some are known only from 
single localities) and little is known about 
their biology, distribution, host-range 
and life history. My hope is that this book 
will help foster interest in Australian 
mistletoes and stimulate birdwatchers 
travelling to Cape York and the Torres 
Strait Islands and naturalists visiting the 
Kimberley and Arnhem Land to look out 
for these northern mistletoes, improve 
our collective knowledge, and build up 
the raw material necessary for a future 
companion piece, Mistletoes of Northern 
Australia.

This second edition expands on the 
original 2011 book, featuring many new 
photographs, adding a species recently found 
in north-eastern New South Wales (Gillian’s 
mistletoe, Muellerina flexialabastra), 
revising the distribution maps, updating 
the ecology chapter and expanding the 
management and restoration chapter.

A Pale-leaved Mistletoe in a mulga growing at 
Cameron Corner, where new South Wales, South 
Australia and Queensland meet. All the mistletoe 
species occurring in habitats south, east and west 
of this point are included in this book.

hakea Mistletoe.
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