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FOREWORD

The Tasmanian Government Gazette No. 21518, dated 
Monday 25 May 2015, states: ‘I, Professor the Hon-
ourable Kate Warner, Member of the Order of Aus-
tralia, Governor in and over the State of Tasmania 
and its Dependencies in the Commonwealth of 
Australia, in exercise of the Royal Prerogative, and 
acting with the advice of the Executive Council, do 
by this my Proclamation, declare that the animal 
Sarcophilus harrisii (Boitard, 1841) known as the Tas-
manian Devil be adopted as the Animal Emblem of 
the State of Tasmania. Given under my hand and 
the Seal of the State of Tasmania.’

While it may seem surprising that the island’s 
world-famous endemic marsupial carnivore lacked 
such recognition until recently, the proclamation 
was timely given the perilous future of the animal 
through the devastation caused to the wild popula-
tion by DFTD, devil facial tumour disease.

As Governor, I felt particularly honoured to be 
associated with that proclamation, which tran-
scends mere symbolism because the Tasmanian 
devil has endured and managed to survive a 
remarkably tough evolutionary story: mainland 
Australian extinction; bycatch to thylacine killing 
and arsenic and strychnine poisoning of rabbits; 
indiscriminate slaughter as a supposed threat to 
livestock; and from approximately 1996 the 
onslaught of DFTD.

Saving the Tasmanian Devil: Recovery through Sci-
ence-based Management is a critically important new 
publication in respect of the Tasmanian devil, 
wildlife conservation more broadly and under-
standing of the fragility and complexity of our pre-
cious global environment. The Save the Tasmanian 
Devil Program (STDP) was established to conserve 
the species in the wild and understand more about 
the aetiology of the disease. This book provides the 
definitive history of the STDP, the disease, the cap-
tive breeding program and wild monitoring.

Over the past 15 years the STDP has made sig-
nificant advances in understanding the biology of 
devils and DFTD. The many professional and vol-
unteer personnel involved have undertaken exten-
sive wild monitoring to better understand impacts 
of the disease on Tasmania’s ecosystem. An insur-
ance metapopulation, built up necessarily through 
trial and error and now well-established, assists 
the Wild Devil Recovery project for the long-term 
maintenance of sustainable populations of devils 
in the presence of disease in the wild.

The STDP’s hard work and achievements have 
benefited significantly from bipartisan state and 
federal government funding and other support. 
Furthermore, international focus on the rare dis-
ease has helped galvanise on-the-ground efforts to 
save the Tasmanian devil from extinction. Yet great 
risks remain to be countered. Devils in the wild 
need to survive in the presence of the disease, and 
the species remains at risk from numerous addi-
tional threats including roadkill and loss of genetic 
diversity within small, fragmented populations.

Saving the Tasmanian Devil: Recovery through Sci-
ence-based Management expertly describes and 
investigates the Tasmanian devil in ways that sur-
pass analyses of virtually any other species in a 
single book: as remnant top-order carnivore; as 
host of as-yet incurable DFTD cancers; via genomic 
and genetic sequencing; through adaptive manage-
ment and recovery techniques; potential natural 
solutions, vaccines and immunotherapies; long-
term monitoring; the IUCN One Plan Approach; 
and more. As such, the book records a most impor-
tant development in the international approach to 
and understanding of the natural world. Thus, in 
tragedy there is hope, that the existence of the Tas-
manian devil is not over and that the lessons of 
DFTD will ensure this animal’s survival and be a 
case study for future imperiled species.
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One of the great pleasures during my term as 
Governor has been gaining an understanding of 
this very special marsupial carnivore and its plight. 
A few months after the proclamation declaring the 
Tasmanian devil to be the state’s animal emblem, I 
met many of the scientists and volunteers associ-
ated with the STDP at a reception in their honour at 
Government House, which further stimulated my 
interest. Since that time I have been privileged to 
have been on two field trips with Dr David Pem-
berton and his staff.

The first trip was to wukalina/Mount William, 
a release site for Tasmanian devils bred on Maria 
Island. As well as watching the examination and 
checking of a recaptured devil, we had a briefing 
about the promising virtual fence program which 
is an aspect of the roadkill mitigation strategy. We 
were also shown a Tasmanian devil latrine and a 
maternal den, with an explanation of the rather 
intriguing mating habits of the devil!

The second trip was in May 2018 when my hus-
band Dick and I were again invited by Dr David 
Pemberton and colleagues to undertake a field trip 

with the STDP, this time to country between 
Glenora and Fentonbury in the Derwent Valley. 
This trip involved accompanying David and his 
colleagues, Dr Sam Fox and Dr Billie Lazenby (all 
of whom have contributed to this publication), 
while Billie checked devil traps that had been set 
the night before. We were fortunate to see three 
healthy young devils being examined and 
released. To witness the response of the wild-bred 
devils to expert and gentle handling, to see them 
passively accepting being stroked, microchipped 
and sampled and then personally holding the 
devil and releasing it, was an experience I will 
never forget.

It was a great privilege to watch experts at work 
with this species – experts working across Aus-
tralia and internationally in the one cause. In many 
ways this book is their story, as much as it is the 
story of the unique Tasmanian devil.

Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Kate 
Warner AC 
Governor of Tasmania
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