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FOREWORD

The Hunter Region for a long time has been the Cinderella of New 
South Wales’ floristic centres, overshadowed by its internationally 
renowned neighbor centred on Sydney. This book will help redress 
the imbalance.

The authors have collaborated on an ambitious treatment of  
describing and illustrating the endemic trees and larger shrubs of 
the Hunter Region. Producing the book required the field survey 
skills, floristic knowledge and taxonomic expertise of Stephen Bell 
combined with the fine track records in teaching and practising 
natural history illustration of Christine Rockley and Anne Llewellyn. 
Together they have assembled an admirable and scholarly first step 
in documenting the Hunter’s special flora.

Having lived as a teenager for a year on the shores of Lake Macquarie 
at Coal Point in the early 1960s, and revisited relatives and colleagues 
in Newcastle occasionally since, I have at least a vicarious familiarity 
with some of the rich diversity of the Hunter Region’s plant life. I 
am particularly excited by the recent recognition of the sandstone 
uplands inland from Newcastle as what I have termed Ocbils – old, 
climatically-buffered infertile landscapes.

Ocbils are places where local endemic plants are rife across the 
Southern Hemisphere. They include recently-evolved species and 
some that are true Gondwanan relicts, such as the Wollemi pine 
discovered in 1994 in such spectacular circumstances just to the 
south of the area treated in this book. I was delighted to read that 
many of the endemic trees and larger shrubs of the Hunter Region 
are from sandstone uplands, prompting a desire to visit and see for 
myself these floristic jewels in their natural habitat.

The book will prove invaluable as an aid to identification and field 
guide for all interested in centres of endemic plant life. One need 
only reflect on how few endemics (just a few) are found in the 
much larger United Kingdom to appreciate that the book celebrates 
a very special place indeed.

We live in an age of ongoing discovery regarding the Australian 
flora, evidenced herein by several endemics so recently recognized 
that they have yet to be named by botanists. Moreover, I’m sure 

that much remains to be rediscovered in terms of knowledge of 
such plants acquired over thousands of generations by indigenous 
people who have lived in the Hunter Region. 

Natural history illustration is a Cinderella discipline, mirroring 
the Hunter as a floristic region, combining beautiful composition 
with scientific accuracy - neither pure art nor fundamental science, 
but somewhere in between. I am convinced that illustration has a 
continuing contribution to make in documenting and celebrating 
natural history. The beautiful artwork in this book should appeal  
to all who wonder about natural history and revel in its illustration.

I congratulate everyone involved in the production of the book, 
from the collectors and taxonomists who made it possible to  
distinguish and recognize the endemics, to the co-authors,  
illustrators, designers and production team that facilitated final 
publication. I look forward to seeing the second volume presently 
in production, and hope that the work will stimulate greater  
interest and heightened conservation efforts for what is proving to 
be one of the world’s centres of plant endemism and discovery. 
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