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Flower types

ANTHER
BRACTS

OPEN FLOWER

DISC FLORET
(FLOWER)

DISC FLORET

RAY FLORET

STYLE

PAPPUS

ACHENE
(FRUIT)

Daisy flower. A daisy ‘flower’ is a composite of many tiny flowers called florets. The central florets pack 
together to form a head and are called disc florets. The outer petal-like florets are called ray florets or rays. 
The bracts sometimes enlarge to replace the rays and are often papery in texture.

STANDARD
(1)

WING
(2)

KEEL
(2)

Pea flower. Peas have 5 petals.
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DORSAL SEPAL

ANTHER

STIGMA

LATERAL LOBE
CALLUS

LABELLUM

MID LOBE

OVARY

ANTHER POINT

COLUMN

LATERAL
PETAL

LATERAL
SEPAL

Orchid flower. Orchids have 3 petals (2 laterals, 1 labellum) and 3 sepals (1 dorsal, 2 laterals).

FREE
PETALS

FUSED PETALS
FORMING
TUBE

SEPALS

COROLLA

CALYX

Tubed flower.
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Apiaceae

Aciphylla glacialis, mountain celery

A herb to 0.6 m which has been selectively 
grazed by cattle and is now making a slow 
recovery. It has a celery-like smell. Male 
and female flowers are on separate plants. 
It is mostly found in grassland and alpine 
herbfields, rather than in wooded areas.

There are 2 Australian Aciphylla spe-
cies and both can be found in the High 
Country. A. simplicifolia may be distin-
guished by its simple, strap-like leaves.

Zone: alpine, especially the summit areas 
of Mt Feathertop and Mt Hotham. 

Leaves: pinnate with 2 or 3 leaflets, 
crowded in dense, fan-shaped clusters, dark 
green, stiff, prickly pointed, 25  cm long, 
arising from the bases of red-brown flower 
stems. 

Flowers: small, white-green, appearing 
at the ends of red-brown stems. 

Flowering time: December and January. 
Fruits: small, grey. 
Aboriginal use: eaten as a salad 

vegetable.
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Asparagaceae

Arthropodium milleflorum, pale vanilla-lily

A widespread, slender, tufted herb to 1 m 
with vanilla scented flowers and tuberous 
roots. It sometimes has a few spreading 
stems.

Zone: occurs in grassy, damp, low-lying 
areas often in rocky situations in the sub-
alpine and alpine zones. 

Leaves: linear, grass-like, up to 40  cm 
long, growing from the base of the plant. 
They are fleshy with a distinct mid-rib. 

Flowers: occur on jointed flower stalks 
in clusters of 3. Petals are white, lilac or 

pink. Purple anthers occur on white hairy 
filaments. The flowers have 3 broad petals 
and 3 narrow sepals. 

Flowering time: December to March. 
Aboriginal use: the egg-shaped tubers, 

which grow to ~3  cm long, are plump, 
juicy and edible. The fruits are also used, 
after drying, to form a little ball that is 
used as a hunger suppressant. After a fire, 
the pale vanilla-lily spreads rapidly and 
widely and becomes an important source 
of food.
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Campanulaceae

Isotoma axillaris, showy isotome

A bushy, perennial herb growing to a 
height of up to 30 cm. Iso, meaning equal, 

refers to the roughly equal sizes of the pet-
als. It produces a milky sap that is unpalat-
able and often toxic to stock. The sap is also 
irritable to the skin and eyes of humans.

Zone: upper montane and sub-alpine 
zones where it is found growing in drier 
situations amongst granite boulders. The 
photo was taken on the road up to Mt 
Buffalo. 

Leaves: 10–20  cm long and deeply cut 
into narrow segments. 

Flowers: trumpet-like and solitary on 
slender stalks. They are mauve to bluish in 
colour. 

Flowering time: spring, summer flow-
ering over many months.
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Colchicaceae

Burchardia umbellata, milkmaids

Barbara Ridley

A small herb to ~50  cm in height which 
dies back to a tuber in summer. It is known 
as a ‘harbinger of spring’.

Zone: montane where it is found in 
grasslands, open heath woodlands and dry 
sclerophyll forests. 

Leaves: 2–3 linear, grass-like, strappy 
leaves to ~30 cm long and found at the base 
of the plant. Sometimes there are 1 or 2 
smaller leaves up the flower stem and 
around the flower head. 

Flowers: occur as terminal umbels of 
1–10 creamy white, honey-scented, 

star-like flowers borne on a tall (60  cm) 
narrow flower stem. Each flower has a 
pink ovary in the centre and 6 large, pink 
to purple anthers. There are 6 petals. 

Flowering time: July to October. 
Aboriginal use: clusters of up to 10 

starchy, crisp tubers occur at the base of 
the plant. They resemble carrots, but are 
white and fleshy. They can be eaten raw, 
but are usually cooked. The flavour is 
non-descript.
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Ranunculus spp., buttercups

These are primitive flowering plants with 
~50 species in Australia and 15 species in 
the Alps. They can be difficult to distin-
guish. They have a creeping habit with 

growth from underground rhizomes. 
Some are annuals; others are perennials.

The largest Ranunculus, R. anemoneus, 
the anemone buttercup, is thought to have 
died out in the Victorian Alps due to over-
grazing by cattle. Its numbers are recover-
ing in the Mt Kosciusko area.

Zone: sub-alpine and alpine in dry 
rocky areas amongst snow gums and also 
in wetter areas near bogs. 

Leaves: distinctly lobed or divided. 
Flowers: shiny yellow or white petals 

which attract pollinating insects and 
appear soon after the snow melts. On the 
upper surface of each petal, near the base, 
is a nectary. 

Fruits: achenes – simple dry fruits with 
1 seed that doesn’t split open to release the 
seed.

A white Ranunculus in a bog at Falls Creek
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Rosaceae

Acaena novae-zelandiae, bidgee-widgee

A prostrate, scrambling, perennial herb 
with underground stolons or runners. The 
stems are soft and woolly.

Bidgee-widgee is one of the few Aus-
tralian members of the rose family.

Zone: montane, sub-alpine, in moist 
grassy areas amongst eucalypts; alpine 
amongst other herbs and grasses. 

Leaves: upper surface shiny green, 
lower surface greyish or bluish green with 
hairs on the veins. The leaves are soft, 
 serrated, fern-like with paired leaflets. 

Flowers: small, inconspicuous, clus-
tered into round, large, pink heads on 
stalks above the leaves. 

Flowering time: September to April. 
Fruits: red-brown globular burrs. 
Aboriginal use: used medicinally by 

breaking open the flower heads. The con-
tents are then eaten to relieve indigestion. 
Crushed leaves are used for the same 
purpose.
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Ozothamnus alpinus, alpine everlasting

Barbara Ridley

This is a dense woody shrub to 1 m high 
having branches with dense, cottony, 
 yellow hairs.

Zone: occurs along the margins of wet 
alpine heathlands and shrublands on Mt 
Hotham, Mt Feathertop and the Bogong 
High Plains. 

Leaves: the resinous leaves are crowded 
together along branchlets. They are oblong 
in shape and ~4–10 mm long. The under-
sides of the leaves are felty and yellowish. 

Flowers: the flower heads are arranged 
in dense, hemispherical, terminal clusters. 
Disc florets are bright yellow and rays are 
white with reddish outer bracts. 

Flowering time: February and March.
Barbara Ridley

Before they open, Ozothamnus alpinus flowers have 
distinctive red or pink buds
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Dilleniaceae

Hibbertia obtusifolia, grey guinea flower

An upright shrub to 0.6  m high with 
bright, open-petalled, yellow flowers.

There are at least 120 Hibbertia species, 
most of them Australian. This is the most 
common of 4 that occur in the Victorian 
Alps.

Zone: montane on rocky hillsides in 
open forests. 

Leaves: 4–40 mm long, 1–14 mm wide, 
grey-green, blunt with a tapering base, 

densely hairy below, not so hairy above. 
When young, the leaves are tipped with a 
sharp little point. 

Flowers: stalkless, bright yellow, 5-pet-
alled with each petal having 2 lobes, in 
groups of 1–3. 

Flowering time: September to 
December. 

Aboriginal use: leaves and twigs for 
paint pigment.
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