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Workshop Outline

• Workshop outcome
• Opening questions (~5 min. Individual reflection)
• Assignment example (~20 min. think, pair, share)
• Agency (~5 min.) 
• Transparent teaching (~ 5 min.)
• PCTC (purpose/context/task/criteria) framework* (~5 min.)
• Revising assignments (~10 min. breakout pairs)
• Resources & wrap-up (~5 minutes)

*Adapted from UNLV’s Transparency in Teaching and Learning (TILT) Framework

https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning


Workshop Outcome

We hope this workshop will move participants 
forward in terms of 

• creating assignments 
– to help students learn and 
– to enable them to demonstrate their 

achievement



5-minute freewrite
● What do you wish students did better on the assignment?
● What do students frequently misunderstand about the 

assignment? 
● To what extent do students take ownership of their work? 

And how do they do that? 
Post some responses in the chat.

Opening Questions



Assignment Examples
Assignment examples 

https://tinyurl.com/7upra3hv
7 minutes on your own
1. What do you notice about the before and after versions 

of this assignment?
2. What are the most important differences in the before 

and after versions?
3. How could you revise the assignment to offer students 

more agency in terms of focus, participation, or format? 
7 minutes of pair-share 

Whole group discussion 



AGENCY 

• The capacity of individuals to act 
independently and to make their own free 
choices

• Choices within assignments (agency 
possibilities):
– Focus  
– Participation--Individual/peer/group
– Format 
– Deadlines
– Feedback



Promoting Agency for Students along with 
Expanded Awareness of Students’ Own Learning  

   Agency in Assignment Focus
•Encourage connections with previous learning, other 
course content, and life experiences
•How focus will motivate learning

Agency in Assignment Format
•How the format will support learning approaches

•
 



Promoting Agency for Students along with Expanded 
Awareness of Students’ Own Learning  

Agency in Determining Deadlines
•Encourages analysis of assignment and tasks in terms of workload

Agency in choice of Individual, Peer, or 
Group

•Review of previous successes or challenges

Agency in Rubric for Assignment 
Development and Assessment

•Additional criteria or descriptions



Definition of Meaningful 
Assignments

•Has value and importance, is applicable and 
relevant to real world and to students’ future 
selves, immerses students in what they are 
thinking, writing, and researching, engages 
them with others, connects to previous 
experiences, interests, and future goals,  and 
provides a new challenge or an opportunity to 
produce something new or unique.

•Eodice, Geller, & Lerner, 2017



Transparently Designed Assignments 
Clearly Articulate PCTC

Adapted from UNLV’s Transparency in Teaching and Learning 
(TILT) Framework

https://tilthighered.com/tiltexamplesandresources
https://tilthighered.com/tiltexamplesandresources


Purpose
• Skills practiced
• Knowledge gained

Context 
• What prompts the response?
• Who is the audience?

Task
• What to do
• How to do it (steps to follow, avoid)

Criteria
• Checklist or rubric in advance to help students to self evaluate
• What excellence looks like (multiple annotated examples) 

Long-term (problem centered) relevance to students’ lives
Connection to learning outcomes 

PCTC Framework



Pair Work: Revising an Assignment 
(10 minutes)

1. Once you’re in your pair, email or share a copy of your assignment 
with your partner. 

2. Partner reads assignment, fills in PCTC template with the info 
available in the assignment

3. If the purpose, context, task, and/or criteria are not evident, the reader 
can share their thoughts on what they think those are or could be

4. If the reader has ideas about how the author can provide students 
more opportunities to exert their agency, share those thoughts.

5. Afterwards -- collaboratively discuss the PCTC sections of each of 
your assignments and how they can be best made transparent

6. You will have about 10 minutes to work in pairs.



Written Communication, Critical Thinking, 
and Information Literacy

Assignment Guides & Threshold Concepts

https://digitalcommons.csumb.edu/ulos/

https://digitalcommons.csumb.edu/ulos/


What was the most important and/or useful thing you learned 
from today’s workshop?

Questions?
amym.driscoll@comcast.net

ngraff@csumb.edu

Wrap-up

mailto:ngraff@csumb.edu

