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1

INTRODUCTION

Fred A. Bonner II, Rosa M. Banda, Stella L. Smith, aretha f. marble

Square Pegs and Round Holes: Alternative Approaches to Diverse College 
Student Development Theory will serve as a distinctive work in the genre 
of books that seek to offer new and viable alternatives to higher educa-

tion and student affairs practitioners who seek to understand the develop-
ment of diverse college student populations on their respective campuses. 
This volume builds on the frameworks established in past and contempo-
rary scholarship that focused on student development theory. Contributors 
will use critical race theory (CRT) (Ladson-Billings, 1999; Solórzano et al., 
2000; Tate, 1997) as an analytical frame and theoretical and methodological 
foundation for developing alternative student development frameworks and 
models. CRT is a useful framework for the examination of the impact of race 
because it accounts for the role of racism in U.S. education and works toward 
the elimination of racism as a part of a larger goal of eliminating all forms of 
subordination in education (Yosso, 2002). 

Specifically, CRT will allow contributors to situate race-related encoun-
ters at the center of their proposed alternative framework or model, done in 
an effort to deconstruct and challenge commonly held assumptions about 
diverse college student development. In the tradition of CRT, each contribu-
tor will offer an alternative model or framework that can be applied to the 
diverse population upon which the chapter is framed. According to Patton 
et al. (2007), “Therefore, it is important to expand the critical framework to 
include the intersections of race, gender, sexual orientation, and other char-
acteristics deemed salient by each individual” (p. 47).

Currently, there are few books on the market that foreground the unique 
subject matter focus and will be included in this text. However, few if any of 
the extant works use CRT as the organizing center to explore college student 
development, particularly diverse college student populations—a major gap 
in the extant literature that this book will address. 

The primary audiences we are attempting to reach include higher 
education and student affairs practitioners as well as faculty who seek to 
understand how to facilitate the development of diverse college student 
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2  introduction

populations. Square Pegs and Round Holes is significant in that it addresses the 
long-standing dilemma of how diverse college students develop, while at the 
same time offering viable frameworks and models that can be readily applied 
to key developmental processes as they matriculate in academe. Additionally, 
this book provides a focused dialogue on the topic of “development” in an 
attempt to assist those in the academy who are responsible for the success-
ful matriculation of all college students regardless of cultural affiliation and 
identity. While diverse students might represent the square pegs, this book 
rejects the notion that they must fit into the round holes that traditional 
frameworks and models represent. The contributors view these alternative 
models as working in tandem with rather than supplanting extant theory 
that has historically informed the field of student development. The second-
ary audience the book will focus on includes students enrolled in graduate 
level courses in higher education and student affairs administration, sociol-
ogy programs, and other social science courses that explore issues of race and 
other intersections of identity. Examples of critical venues for this volume 
include courses on the sociology of race, diversity and multiculturalism, col-
lege student development, counseling and advising, social justice, and oth-
ers. Square Pegs and Round Holes serves as an additional tool in a world that 
requires more than a hammer for building and construction process.
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