
Preface

As our good friend Karen Cadiero-Kaplan noted when she did us the favor of 

commenting on our manuscript, readers like to know where they’re headed 

as they begin reading. Context is important, and so we provide some here.

First, the authors are both longtime teachers and teacher educators, and 

this book comes out of our experience working with undergraduate and 

graduate students as well as with a wide variety of education professionals 

in K-12 schools and higher education institutions. More specifically, it comes 

from our concern for both students and educators in U.S. public schools as 

we’ve watched an era of reform shift control farther away from communi-

ties and schools to distant politicians and corporations. Too often, the ef-

fects have been devastating for the people in those communities and schools. 

Students face narrower and narrower curriculum, more and more alien to 

their own interests and goals, while teachers and administrators find them-

selves increasingly pressured to impose things on kids they know in their 

hearts are harmful. To be blunt, the suffering we’ve seen makes us crazy—as 

does the fact we know that the suffering is strongest in schools serving poor 

communities, where students may be rich in intelligence and ambition but 

poorly served by underresourced schools that can’t afford even toilet paper, 

let alone engaging and relevant curricular materials.

Second, we are terribly worried by the despair too often expressed by ex-

perienced teachers—who themselves are so upset by the policies tying their 

hands—that more and more of them are choosing to leave the classroom at 

the very time when their professionalism and commitment are most needed. 

No one knows better than teachers and administrators working in a specific 

school what students in that school need, and losing the wisdom of their 

experience impoverishes a school in unimaginable ways. Kids can’t afford to 
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keep losing the efforts of the most experienced and committed education 

professionals.

Third, we have long believed that if the well-financed, powerful corporate 

effort to privatize public schools and turn them into profit centers is to be 

resisted, it will be education professionals—teachers, administrators, support 

staff—who turn the tide. Unfortunately, the same forces that are promot-

ing privatization are also trying to stifle professional education programs, 

pushing for various kinds of accountability that tend to squeeze theoreti-

cal considerations and critical questioning out of higher education curricula. 

This makes us as crazy as the other policies we oppose. How are educators 

to choose among alternatives if they don’t know alternatives exist? And how 

are they to know about alternatives if education programs focus exclusively 

on “This is how you do it” rather than “What is it you hope to do for your 

students?”

And so this text explicitly lays out alternatives. We invite readers to think 

through common assumptions and consider whether and how to respond 

to the questions we pose in areas we believe are critical to improving condi-

tions in schools. What goals should schools pursue? What type of curriculum 

would target those goals? What kind of citizen should public schools educate? 

How much control of students is appropriate? Which reforms might make 

things better for students, and which worse? 

And most importantly: in light of individual answers to those questions, 

what can individual education professionals do to make things better for stu-

dents in U.S. public schools, despite the agendas and efforts of corporate and 

philanthropic titans?

Where we hope this text leads readers, then, is to carefully consider the 

many aspects of schools that have critical implications not just for life in the 

classroom but for life after the classroom. To state the obvious: the goals in a 

for-profit school—and many already exist—will not and cannot be the same 

as the goals in a public school charged with serving important democratic 

functions. And as they say: “If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of 

the problem.” We hope this text not only empowers readers to understand 

some problems in current conditions but also inspires them to enthusiasti-

cally tackle those problems and work toward better conditions tomorrow.
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