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Peacock Jewel Hypochrysops pythias

Wingspan: ♂ 26 mm, ♀ 28 mm. Similar species: none. The Peacock 
Jewel has broad orange-red bands and spots on the underside, each 
conspicuously edged with iridescent green. Variation: in females, 
colour of the upperside iridescent area varies, being either bright 
blue or various shades of purple. Behaviour: males fly high in the 
forest canopy and settle on the outer foliage of trees, including the 
food plant. Several generations completed annually. Habitat: edges 
of tropical rainforest, from sea level to 900 m, where the usual larval 
food plant grows as a small tree up to 12 m. Status: generally 
uncommon and very local. Restricted to the Wet Tropics, QLD. 
Larval food plants: usually Commersonia bartramia; also Trichospermum pleiostigma in lowland 
areas. Larval attendant ant: none.

Yellow Jewel Hypochrysops byzos

Other name: Yellow-spot Jewel. Wingspan: ♂ 26 mm, ♀ 28 mm. 
Similar species: none. Yellow Jewel females have the underside ground 
colour yellow; males have an orange-red tornal streak on the HW 
upperside. Behaviour: adults fly rapidly during the afternoon in 
sunshine. Males perch on prominent leaves or an inflorescence near the 
top of the food plant to establish territories during the mid to late 
afternoon; when settled they may bask, with the wings slightly opened 
towards the sun. Females are usually observed on the food plant, 
walking over the leaves and stems, laying their eggs, or basking. Possibly 
one or two generations completed annually in VIC, with adults 
emerging from late Oct onwards, being most abundant in Dec and Jan. Populations fluctuate and expand 
and contract from year to year; in some years adults may be abundant. Habitat: eucalypt open-forest on 
the coast and tablelands in NSW, where the usual larval food plant grows as a small shrub on sandstone; 
lowland riparian open-forest and eucalypt tall open-forest in cool montane areas (up to 1000 m) in ACT 
and VIC, where the food plant grows abundantly as an understorey tree. Status: generally uncommon 
and local. Larval food plants: usually Pomaderris lanigera in QLD and NSW, P. aspera in ACT and VIC; 
also P. andromedifolia, P. cotoneaster, P. eriocephala, P. ferruginea, P. intermedia; Rulingia salviifolia at 
Mount Warning, NSW, Commersonia fraseri in cc. NSW. Larval attendant ant: none.

Copper Jewel Hypochrysops apelles

Wingspan: ♂ 28 mm, ♀ 27 mm. Similar species: none. The Copper 
Jewel has the upperside orange, and bright red markings edged with 
iridescent green on the HW underside. Behaviour: adults are usually 
observed flying around or settled on or near the food plant; they 
readily feed from flowers of Avicennia and Aegiceras in se. QLD. 
Males frequently perch on leaves of shrubs and trees in sunlit areas 
along the edge of the breeding habitat to establish territories during 
the late afternoon. Number of generations completed annually not 
recorded; adult abundance varies seasonally. Habitat: landward edge 
of mangrove in NT and areas south of Townsville, QLD; mangrove 
and near coastal savannah woodland in areas north of Townsville; rainforest edge on coastal sand 
dunes in the Torres Strait islands and on Cape York Peninsula, QLD. Status: common but very local. 
Threatened in NSW. Larval food plants: usually mangroves in coastal areas, including Rhizophora, 
Bruguiera, Ceriops, Avicennia, Lumnitzera; also Terminalia, Petalostigma, Vandasina, Barringtonia, 
Planchonia, Acacia, Angophora, Eucalyptus, Alphitonia, Commersonia in near coastal areas of ne. QLD. 
Larval attendant ant: Crematogaster sp. (laeviceps group).
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Cyane Jewel Hypochrysops cyane

Wingspan: ♂ 27 mm, ♀ 29 mm. Similar species: Fiery Jewel, 
Mangrove Jewel, Bulloak Jewel. The Cyane Jewel has the HW 
underside orange-red spots and bands narrower. Behaviour: adults 
fly and settle around the top of the food plant, often 10 m or more 
above the ground; they are attracted to flowers. Males fly rapidly 
during the mid to late afternoon when conditions are hot and sunny; 
they sometimes visit hilltops. Two generations completed annually 
in se. QLD and NSW, with adults emerging in Oct and Nov and 
again in Jan and Feb. Habitat: mixed open-forest and woodland, 
preferring older, larger trees of the larval food plant in excess of 20 m 
high with colonies of the attendant ant in hollow branches and trunk when breeding on Angophora. 
Status: uncommon and local. Larval food plants: Terminalia subacroptera, Acacia humifusa, 
Lophostemon grandiflorus, Melaleuca leucadendra, Alphitonia obtusifolia in n. QLD, Angophora costata 
in se. QLD, Eucalyptus moluccana near Sydney; occasionally Amyema miquelii. Larval attendant ants: 
Anonychomyrma sp. (itinerans group), A. gilberti.

Mangrove Jewel Hypochrysops epicurus

Other name: Dull Jewel. Wingspan: ♂ 27 mm, ♀ 29 mm. Similar 
species: Fiery Jewel, Cyane Jewel, Bulloak Jewel. The Mangrove Jewel 
has the HW underside spots and bands pale orange, or rarely pale 
orange-red; males have the upperside iridescent purple areas 
somewhat duller. Behaviour: adults fly rapidly around and settle on 
the food plant during the afternoon; they readily feed from flowers 
of Avicennia and Aegiceras. Males perch on the outer foliage near the 
top of the food plant to establish territories during the mid to late 
afternoon; when settled they face an open area, with wings closed or 
partly opened and head oriented slightly downwards. Two generations 
completed annually at Redland Bay, QLD, with adults most abundant in Nov and Feb. Habitat: 
landward edge of mangrove, preferring larger, older trees of the larval food plant with colonies of the 
attendant ant in hollow branches and trunk, and usually some shade provided by trees of Casuarina 
and Melaleuca. Status: common but very local. Larval food plant: Avicennia marina. Larval attendant 
ants: Anonychomyrma sp. (itinerans group), Anonychomyrma sp. (nitidiceps group).

Bulloak Jewel Hypochrysops piceatus

Other names: Darling Downs Jewel, Piceatus Jewel. Wingspan: 
♂ 23 mm, ♀ 25 mm. Similar species: Fiery Jewel, Cyane Jewel, 
Mangrove Jewel. The Bulloak Jewel has the HW underside orange-
red spots and bands edged with black; males have the upperside 
termen broadly brown-black. Behaviour: males perch for long 
periods, with wings closed or partly opened, near the top and outer 
branches of the food plant, about 8–15 m above the ground, to 
establish territories during the early to late afternoon. Females fly 
less rapidly and settle in shaded, less prominent positions lower 
down on the food plant towards the late afternoon. Two generations 
completed annually, with adults usually emerging in Oct and Nov and again in Jan and Feb. Habitat: 
bulloak and mixed bulloak woodland on sandy soils in inland areas of the Darling Downs, QLD, 
preferring very old, large trees of the larval food plant with colonies of the attendant ant in hollow 
branches and trunk. Status: uncommon and very local. Restricted to se. QLD, from Leyburn to near 
Goondiwindi. Endangered. Larval food plant: Allocasuarina luehmannii. Larval attendant ant: 
Anonychomyrma sp. (itinerans group).
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Fiery Jewel Hypochrysops ignitus

Other name: Dingy Jewel. Wingspan: ♂ 26 mm, ♀ 27 mm. Similar 
species: Cyane Jewel, Bulloak Jewel, Mangrove Jewel. The Fiery 
Jewel has the HW underside orange-red spots and bands broader. 
Males have the FW underside termen orange, rather than grey, and 
the FW upperside costa narrowly black, rather than purple, compared 
to Cyane Jewel males. Variation: four subspecies, each variable. 
Behaviour: males fly rapidly and frequently congregate on hilltops 
where they perch on a leaf or twig about 3–5 m above the ground 
to establish territories usually during the early and mid afternoon. 
Females fly more slowly and are usually observed settled on the food 
plant. Two generations completed annually in SA, with adults emerging in Nov and Dec and again 
in Feb and Mar; one generation in VIC and sw. WA, with adults occurring in Oct–Dec or Jan. 
Habitat: wide variety of habitats, but generally savannah woodland, eucalypt woodland, open-
woodland and heathland in low rainfall areas, where colonies of the attendant ant are established. 
Status: common but local. Vulnerable in VIC. Larval food plants: wide variety of native and 
introduced species of shrubs (at least 17 families). Larval attendant ant: Papyrius sp. (nitidus group).

Moonlight Jewel Hypochrysops delicia

Other names: Blue Jewel, Moonlight Blue. Wingspan: ♂ 32 mm, 
♀ 35 mm. Similar species: none. The Moonlight Jewel has the upperside 
central areas iridescent green or blue. Variation: two subspecies, both 
variable. Behaviour: males fly rapidly in hot sunshine; they fly around 
and perch on the outermost branches at the top of the food plant, or 
visit hilltops where they perch on the outer foliage near the crown of 
the tallest trees, up to 12 m above the ground, to establish territories 
during the late afternoon; on cooler days they may start flying soon 
after midday. Females are usually observed walking slowly along 
branches of the food plant. Two generations completed annually at 
Sydney, with adults emerging in late Oct–early Dec and again in Feb and Mar. Habitat: eucalypt open-
forest and woodland on the coast, tablelands and foothills and slopes of and near the Great Dividing 
Range, usually preferring old, large trees with colonies of the attendant ant in borer holes inside trunk 
and branches. Status: common but very local. Larval food plants: usually Acacia (at least 12 species); 
occasionally Alphitonia excelsa in c. QLD. Larval attendant ant: Crematogaster.

Turquoise Jewel Hypochrysops halyaetus

Other name: Western Jewel. Wingspan: ♂ 25 mm, ♀ 27 mm. Similar 
species: none. The Turquoise Jewel has broad iridescent pale green spots 
on the HW underside. Variation: in females, extent and colour of the 
upperside iridescent purple or bluish-purple area varies geographically. 
Behaviour: adults fly rapidly near the ground, and feed from flowers. 
Males fly in more open areas, especially patches of bare ground, where 
they perch to establish territories. One generation completed annually, 
with adults emerging up to three months earlier in northern areas of the 
range (Jul–Aug) compared with Perth (late Oct–early Nov); the flight 
period lasts for only a few weeks at any given location. Habitat: coastal 
heathland on sand dunes and mixed banksia heathy woodland, preferring slightly disturbed open areas or 
early successional stages where the larval food plants grow abundantly and colonies of the attendant ant 
are established. Status: common but very local. Larval food plants: Jacksonia sternbergiana, Acacia 
xanthina, Daviesia daphnoides, D. divaricata. Larval attendant ant: Crematogaster sp. (perthensis group).
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Large Moonbeam Philiris diana

Other name: Diana Moonbeam. Wingspan: ♂ 28 mm, ♀ 30 mm. 
Similar species: Purple Moonbeam, Shining Pencil-blue. Large 
Moonbeam males are larger, and have the FW upperside brown-
black terminal line narrower than in Purple Moonbeam males. 
Females have the underside pattern uniformly white, without faint 
brown-black markings, compared to Shining Pencil-blue females. 
Variation: two subspecies. Behaviour: males have been noted to 
settle on trees of Melaleuca, some distance above the ground, along 
edges of the forest. Females have been observed feeding from flowers. 
Several generations completed annually; the immature stages may 
be abundant seasonally. Habitat: ecotone between tropical rainforest and eucalypt open-woodland 
on Cape York Peninsula, QLD, where suckers or seedlings of the larval food plant are regenerating. 
Status: rarely seen and local. Larval food plants: Litsea breviumbellata on Cape York Peninsula, Litsea 
in the Wet Tropics, QLD. Larval attendant ant: none.

Bicolour Moonbeam Philiris fulgens

Other name: Purple Moonbeam. Wingspan: ♂ 25 mm, ♀ 26 mm. 
Similar species: moonbeams. Bicolour Moonbeam males have the 
upperside colour purple on the FW and blue on the HW. Variation: 
in females, extent of the upperside blue area varies. Behaviour: adults 
fly rapidly and usually stay close to the breeding habitat. Males often 
perch high up on overhanging branches or other spots, 3–7 m above 
the ground, to establish territories, especially during the afternoon. 
Females are usually observed flying along the margins or in the 
understorey of the forest, searching for suitable food plants on which 
to lay their eggs; they are most active from late morning to early 
afternoon. Number of generations completed annually not recorded. Habitat: tropical rainforest, 
favouring very moist, shaded areas such as along creeks where the larval food plants grow. Status: 
generally uncommon and local. Occurs from Cape York to the Rocky River, and from Isabella Falls 
near Cooktown to Bluewater State Forest west of Townsville, QLD. Larval food plants: Litsea 
breviumbellata on Cape York Peninsula, L. leefeana, Cryptocarya mackinnoniana, C. murrayi, Endiandra 
hypotephra in the Wet Tropics, QLD. Larval attendant ant: none.

Purple Moonbeam Philiris innotata

Other name: Common Moonbeam. Wingspan: ♂ 22 mm, ♀ 24 mm. 
Similar species: Large Moonbeam, Azure Moonbeam. Purple 
Moonbeam males have the FW upperside brown-black terminal 
band broader than in Large Moonbeam males. They have the 
upperside colour darker blue, and the HW upperside black terminal 
line broader than in Azure Moonbeam males. Variation: in females, 
extent of the upperside pale blue central area varies. Behaviour: 
adults fly around and settle on the food plant. Several generations 
completed annually, with adults more abundant during the late wet 
season and early dry season. Habitat: lowland tropical and 
subtropical rainforest in wet coastal areas; gallery forest and monsoon forest (riparian vine forest) 
along creeks and rivers in drier near coastal areas, where the usual larval food plant grows. Status: 
common but local. Larval food plants: usually Ficus opposita in QLD, F. coronata in NSW; occasionally 
F. congesta, *F. benghalensis, *F. carica. Larval attendant ants: very occasionally Crematogaster, 
*Technomyrmex.
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Azure Moonbeam Philiris azula

Wingspan: ♂ 25 mm, ♀ 27 mm. Similar species: Purple Moonbeam, 
White-margined Moonbeam. Azure Moonbeam males have the 
upperside colour paler blue, and the HW upperside black terminal 
line narrower than in Purple Moonbeam males. Behaviour: males 
fly high around the tops of trees, about 12 m above the ground, in 
sunlight, and among grass during overcast weather. Number of 
generations completed annually not recorded; adults are possibly 
very seasonal in occurrence. Habitat: not recorded. Adults have been 
collected in or near lowland tropical rainforest. Status: rare. Known 
only from two males from Iron Range on Cape York Peninsula, 
QLD. Larval food plant: not recorded. Larval attendant ant: not recorded.

White-margined Moonbeam Philiris ziska

Wingspan: ♂ 21 mm, ♀ 21 mm. Similar species: Azure Moonbeam, 
Blue Moonbeam. White-margined Moonbeam males have the upperside 
colour dark purplish-blue, with a white costal streak on the HW. 
Females have more extensive areas of blue, with the anterior edge 
sharply defined, along the dorsum below the white central patch on the 
FW upperside compared to Blue Moonbeam females. Behaviour: males 
perch in sunlit patches at the tops of tall trees heavily laden with vines 
or figs along forest edges where they establish territories mainly in the 
late afternoon. Females fly in the same areas from early morning to early 
afternoon. Habitat: edges of lowland tropical rainforest, favouring 
riparian areas where the larval food plant grows as a woody vine. Status: uncommon and local. Restricted 
to Cape York Peninsula, QLD. Larval food plant: Trophis scandens. Larval attendant ant: none.

Blue Moonbeam Philiris nitens

Wingspan: ♂ 22 mm, ♀ 24 mm. Similar species: Sapphire Moonbeam, 
White-margined Moonbeam. Blue Moonbeam females usually have 
white patches on the upperside of both wings compared to Sapphire 
Moonbeam females. Variation: two subspecies; in P. n. nitens females, 
the size of white patches, and extent of blue suffusion on the FW 
upperside vary. Behaviour: adults fly rapidly and appear as a ‘silver 
flash’ as they flit between trees. Several generations completed 
annually. Habitat: edges of tropical rainforest, especially disturbed or 
regrowth areas where the larval food plants frequently grow. Status: 
common but local. Larval food plants: usually Macaranga involucrata; 
also M. tanarius, Glochidion philippicum in the Wet Tropics, QLD. Larval attendant ant: none.

Sapphire Moonbeam Philiris sappheira

Wingspan: ♂ 22 mm, ♀ 22 mm. Similar species: Blue Moonbeam. 
The Sapphire Moonbeam has the FW termen slightly more rounded; 
males have the upperside colour bluish-green, rather than blue; 
females lack white patches on the upperside of both wings. 
Behaviour: not recorded. Several generations completed annually. 
Habitat: edges of lowland tropical rainforest, preferring disturbed 
or regrowth areas where the larval food plant grows. Status: rarely 
seen and very local. Restricted to a small area north of Cooktown, 
from near Mount Webb to Isabella Falls, QLD. Larval food plant: 
Macaranga involucrata. Larval attendant ant: none.

J A S O N D J F M A M J
QLD

J A S O N D J F M A M J
QLD

J A S O N D J F M A M J
QLD (N)

nitens
lucina

J A S O N D J F M A M J
QLD (N)


