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THE EDUCATION DROPOUT CRISIS AND SOLUTIONS ADDRESSED IN NEW 
BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 

Sterling, VA ― In America’s Forgotten Student Population: Creating a Path to College Success for GED® 
Completers, Editors Angela Long and Christopher Mullin present a book that sheds light on a critical 
yet overlooked topic of the 21st century: the high dropout rate of GED certificate holders entering 
the post-secondary educational system in America. This book serves as a as a comprehensive 
resource for college administrators, educational policy makers and researchers, offering both broad 
policy recommendations and tested ideas and models that can be implemented at the state and 
institutional level. 

“Education is supposed to be the great equalizer. America is supposed to be the country where if 
you are willing to work hard enough, you can pull yourself up," says Leah Rapoza, contributing 
author. "The truth is, however, that our education system is designed to set up students who are from 
diverse backgrounds to fail.  And fail they do.”  

There are 60 million (1 in 5) Americans who have dropped out of high school and of those who 
choose to “drop back in” and enroll in a post-secondary institution, 20 million (1 in 12) possess a 
GED certificate. It is predicted that up to half of these students are expected to dropout within one 
year of enrollment. Unfortunately, most educators are unaware of these facts and conversation 
surrounding the needs of GED learners at the post-secondary level as they transfer and navigate the 
higher education system has largely been ignored. 
 
“America's Forgotten Student Population shines a spotlight on the many difficult challenges that GED 
recipients face when they pursue post-secondary education. But fortunately, for the thousands of 
GED recipients in the U.S., this book highlights steps that colleges, schools, and communities can 
take to provide GED recipients with the kinds of information, supports, and advice that can propel 
them to success in higher education and careers. This book makes clear that we should no longer 
consider GED recipients second to high school graduates; rather, with the right kinds of assistance 
and support they can be just as successful.” ―Betsy Brand, Executive Director, America Youth Policy 
Forum  
  
 About the Editors: 
Angela Long is an educational researcher, educator, and author of the "Five Factors Theory;" 
currently serves as an independent consultant in higher education. She works with leaders across the 
nation to publish groundbreaking data and retention metrics for at-risk student populations 
attending community colleges. Christopher M. Mullin is the Assistant Vice Chancellor at the 
Florida Department of Education, having formerly served as the Program Director for Policy 
Analysis at the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) in Washington, D.C. 
 
America’s Forgotten Student Population: Creating a Path to College Success for GED® Completers 
Edited by Angela Long and Christopher M. Mullin, February 2014, 192 pp, 6” x 9” Paper, 
9781620361405, $35.00 eBook, 9781620361429, $27.99 
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