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“WE WANT YOU        to Succeed” 
 

“This valuable book gives universities a blueprint for strengthening 

their relationships with student veterans, and improving veterans’ 

educational experience.”  

- Senator John Thune 

 

Student veterans bring many strengths to your campus – maturity, 

significant life experiences, and cross-cultural awareness. They are 

highly motivated to serve others and value education. Student veterans 

may, however, face significant challenges. Student veterans have typically been out of high 

school for some time, where they may have earned average grades. Many are married with 

children and more than a few are single parents. They are approximately 20% less likely than 

non-veterans to attain a bachelor degree and slightly more likely to drop out of higher 

education without attaining a degree of any sort.  

 

The authors stress the importance of collaborative approaches across divisions and functions 

providing all stakeholders on campus with a comprehensive view of how they can support 

each to ensure the success of their student veterans. 

 

Preparing Your Campus for Veterans’ Success outlines best practices for student affairs; 

describes innovative approaches to administrative services and support; suggests streamlining 

policies and procedures to make the campus “veteran friendly”; proposes ideas for academic 

programs; looks at the implications for course structure and design; considers the classroom 

environment; and explores how classroom policies impact student veterans. One chapter 

examines the issue of student veteran success specifically from the point of view of two-year 

institutions.  

 

This book is the outcome of the University of South Dakota’s Fides program funded through a 

congressionally directed FIPSE grant. Materials from Fides have been featured by prominent 

educational organizations, and are being used by the National Center for PTSD, colleges, 

universities, and boards of regents across the U.S. 

 

About the Authors: 

Bruce Kelley Ph.D. is the Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning at the University 

of South Dakota and an Associate Professor of Music. Ernetta Fox M.F.A., M.L.S. is the 

Director of Disability Services at the University of South Dakota. Justin Smith Ph.D. is the 

Fides Program Coordinator at University of South Dakota’s Center for Teaching and 

Learning. Holly Wheeler Ph.D. is an Associate Professor of English at Monroe Community 

College.  
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The authors are available for interviews. If interested, please contact Shaqunia Clark at the 

below address. 
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