
Praise for Colombia 
Building Peace in a Time of War

“This book will surely become necessary reading for all of those interested to learn 
or to act on peacebuilding in Colombia. This extremely useful, relevant, and timely 
book is the most comprehensive source available today for information, analysis 
and practice on non-military efforts on peace seeking in Colombia. It presents 
and discusses the work by a broad array of authors, academics and practitioners,  
national and international, representing a diversity of views from a civil society 
perspective. Their work covers the universe of local, regional, sectorial, gender,  
ethnic, institutional, national, and international initiatives for peacebuilding.”

—Jairo A. Arboleda, World Bank

“Rarely does a book come along to fundamentally alter our understanding of a coun-
try and the political and social dynamics at work within its borders. Colombia: 
Building Peace in a Time of War is such a volume. The contributors challenge 
us to look beyond the prism of drug-trafficking and terrorism that has defined—
and limited—our perception of Colombian reality. What emerges is the vibrancy 
of civil society efforts to prevent, mediate, and transform armed conflict even as 
national-level negotiations with armed actors have stumbled or failed. Religious 
and business leaders, community organizers, local officials, women’s groups—all 
have refused to give up in the effort to build peace. Their stubbornness and heroism 
deserve our closest attention.”

— Cynthia Arnson, Woodrow Wilson Center

“This book truly immerses the reader in the complex efforts to bring peace to  
Colombia. The thirty authors, analysts, and practitioners offer in-depth descrip-
tions of efforts by the various sectors to find peace after fifty years of violence. 
Virginia Bouvier has done a masterful job of editing and collecting the essays in 
helpful groupings, and has included an insightful introduction and closing com-
mentary and analysis. She makes a strong case for greater dialogue among the  
sectors, including more understanding of what works and what doesn’t in the 
daunting quest for peace.”

—Charles Currie, S.J., Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities

“Virginia Bouvier’s volume documents how different actors in Colombia’s struggle 
for peace and security engage in preventing state failure. Lessons from this volume 
can serve a larger readership as the U.S. government ponders its policy options in 
places like Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iraq.”

—Johanna Mendelson Forman, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies
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“Colombia: Building Peace in a Time of War analyzes in a deep way the  
Colombian accumulated experience in building peace. This book explores the role of 
key actors such as women and indigenous people, the Catholic Church and the busi-
ness sector, local peace communities, and peace and development programs, while 
providing insights and lessons on the role of the international community.”

—Mauricio Garcia-Duran, S.J., Centro de Investigacion y Educacion 
 Popular

“An essential book on the Colombian struggle for peace from a bottom up approach. 
There have been many interesting essays about this conflict but this book is the 
most detailed work in relation to peacebuilding and civil society.”

—Gorka Espiau Idoiaga, Special Adviser for Peace Building to the Presi-
dent of the Basque Country

“This book is the first comprehensive overview of the diverse initiatives that have 
unfolded at different levels over the past twenty years in the search for peace in  
Colombia. Without a doubt this book will become an indispensable reference for 
those who endeavor to contribute ideas for building lasting peace in Colombia.”

—Maria Victoria Llorente, Fundacion Ideas para la Paz

“This book challenges the common misconception that Colombia is made up  
exclusively of drug-traffickers and mercenaries. The volume highlights the work of 
young people, women, ethnic minorities, religious communities, small rural school 
teachers, and businesses who are totally dedicated to weaving peace initiatives even 
when threatened by totalitarian armed organizations. This is a book for those who 
want a more complex and comprehensive view of the Colombian situation.”

—María Emma Wills Obregón, Universidad de Los Andes

“Bouvier’s collection combines insightful analysis with a much needed message 
of hope for the conflict in Colombia. It is a welcome reminder that only through 
the participation and innovation of civil society will Colombia find a peace that 
endures.”

—Joy Olson, Washington Office on Latin America

“At last a focus on peace, not violence, in Colombia! This book of essays by leading 
scholars and practitioners from inside and outside Colombia takes us beyond the  
lurid headlines and political misconstructions. The authors make visible the efforts of 
so many Colombians to build conditions for living without violence, taking us from 
armed actors to peace actors. They do so through scholarship, evidence, and their 
connections to everyday lived realities and experiences. This is an accessible collec-
tion of essays with a coherence which makes it indispensible reading for academics, 
activists, and policymakers interested in peacebuilding in Colombia and beyond.”

—Jenny Pearce, University of Bradford
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“The comprehensive nature of the case studies in this book lends insight into why 
Colombia remains one of the most intractable conflicts and what might be done 
about it. More importantly, the book contains a holistic evaluation of diverse initia-
tives to build peace in Colombia, and the lessons it highlights will aid the cause of 
peacebuilders everywhere.”

—Robert Ricigliano, Institute of World Affairs 

“Colombia: Building Peace in a Time of War, allows us to appreciate a country 
that is daily re-inventing itself; a country of multiple resistances to violence, mass 
civic mobilizations, initiatives, practices, and peace communities. For the first time 
in decades, the legitimization of war has been radically confronted by an anti-war 
discourse composed of an indissoluble trilogy: peace, development, and autonomy. 
Virginia M. Bouvier and her contributors highlight the existence and work that 
this anti-war discourse performs in Colombian civil society today. A Colombia 
that was previously invisible has become the leading protagonist in the struggle for 
peace, and this book rightly calls our attention to this emergent formation.”

—Gonzalo Sanchez, Historical Memory Commission

“The volume offers a detailed map that Colombian government authorities, civil  
society leaders, and the international community can follow to help construct an 
enduring peace. Other societies undergoing similar conflicts will benefit enor-
mously from this singular contribution.”

—Michael Shifter, Inter-American Dialogue, and Georgetown University
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Foreword

In the last four decades the Colombian internal armed conflict has been 
much discussed, studied, and written about from different viewpoints.  
However, the multiple efforts and initiatives to resolve the grassroots of 

this complex conflict have been little explored. 
Since the early 1990s Colombia has seen its enduring and progressive 

internal armed conflict decay even further. The constant battle among the 
parties and the number and extent of the abuses perpetrated against civil-
ians have intensified drastically. The Colombian conflict has many dimen-
sions that share relentless consequences. The persistence of these hostilities 
has contributed to  new and equally disastrous situations that feed the con-
flict such as illicit trading, arms proliferation, drug production and traffick-
ing, political intolerance, and ideologies that aim to legitimize violence and 
political, economic, and social exclusion. 

The conflict, characterized by its degradation of human rights, consti-
tutes one of the most substantial obstacles to reducing extreme poverty, 
fostering economic and social development, and strengthening the demo-
cratic institutions of the country. The Colombian democratic state and laws 
continue bearing the difficult and unavoidable responsibility of ensuring 
that the political will exists to put an end to the conflict. 

One cannot apply isolated solutions. The multidimensional character-
istics of this conflict call for joint, sustainable, and consistent efforts. In 
response, the Colombian state  should push for economic, social, and hu-
manitarian policymaking strategies, including those related to drug pro-
duction, trafficking, and local consumption, and allow political interaction 
among all civil organizations, including the current opposition parties. The 
state should also recognize the need for discussing solutions with illegal 
armed groups such as FARC. 

Only through a comprehensive response can Colombia reach an end to 
this conflict. While there is no clear recipe of how to combine these mea-
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xiv  Colombia: Building Peace in a Time of War

sures, Colombia’s government and its civil organizations need to strictly fol-
low the fundamental values expressed in international humanitarian law. 

This book is of compelling academic and political relevance for Colombia 
as well as other countries that are building peace initiatives in the middle 
of conflict. This remarkable work details the most important projects and 
initiatives, which have opened up and continue to develop opportunities 
for peace in Colombia.  

Learning from these experiences, and emerging scholarship opens the 
path to clear, concise strategies for addressing Colombia’s unresolved chal-
lenges. Having inherited the conflict, this generation of Colombians has the 
moral obligation to resolve it, and not to turn it over to future generations.

Luis Eladio Perez Bonilla
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Municipalities with Programs
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