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Oral History Interview with Carmela Zuza
Brooklyn Navy Yard Oral History Collection, 2010.003.001
Interview conducted by Sady Sullivan on July 3, 2008
at the narrator’s home in Hauppauge, NY,

narrator’s husband and daughter also present

SADY SULLIVAN: ..first. So if you would sit where you're comfortable, and then -

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, I'm fine.

SADY SULLIVAN: Okay. And just count to ten.

ED: Isthe fantoo noisy?

CARMELA ZUZA: Shh.

MAE: No.

SADY SULLIVAN: No, it's fine.

CARMELA ZUZA: Okay, now ready?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.

SADY SULLIVAN: Perfect, great. All right. Um, so we'll - to, to officially start, um, I -- oh, I
almost forgot the date. It's July 3rd, how could I forget, right before a holiday. Today
is July 3,2008. I am Sady Sullivan with the Brooklyn Historical Society, and this
interview is part of the Brooklyn -- Brooklyn Navy Yard oral history project, and I am
here today with Carmela Zuza, at her home in Hauppauge, New York, is that...?

CARMELA ZUZA: Hauppauge.

SADY SULLIVAN: Hauppauge, okay. I, I actually almost asked the cab driver on the way,
I'm like, how do you pronounce it? [laughter]

MAE: We say the same thing.

CARMELA ZUZA: We didn't know -- we didn't know what it was.

SADY SULLIVAN: Hauppauge, okay, in Hauppauge, New York. Um, so, if you would

introduce yourself to the recording, however you'd like.
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CARMELA ZUZA: Okay. Uh, my name is Carmela Zuza, and I live at [address redacted for
privacy] in Hauppauge, New York, and I'm here to, uh, be interviewed by the
Historical Society of Brooklyn.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So I worked in the Navy Yard in, uh, 1942. I was eighteen years old and,
uh, I -- they were hiring a lot of people, and most of the neighborhood men worked
there, but my father was against me going because, uh, he figured, you're going into
work in a, you know, a plant like that, it's mostly men. So I said, oh, let me try it, you
know. So, uh, they put us in a, a room with what they call mechanical instructors, and
they trained us for three months, and I did arc welding. So we worked on, uh, parts of
the Missouri. We weren't allowed to go on the ship, but we worked on the inner
bottoms, overhead welding and vertical welding. And, uh, when we walked into the
shop, the men told us to go home where we belong, in the kitchen, so we all yelled
out, "Shut up!"

SADY SULLIVAN: [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: But we showed them up, you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So we worked on, um, mostly the decks of the, um, Missouri.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: Which the -- which the men prepared and, uh, they were like, forget
about it. Welding went on for months, but it was a great job, I loved it.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Especially the war effort, you know. And I had to go there to work
because I had to leave school, because two of my brothers were in the service and the
other two were married. See, my father wasn't well at that time you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Okay? [laughter]
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Great. So, so going back, just, uh, just getting some background and

then we'll come back to the --

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:

the --

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:

Mm hmm.

-- Navy Yard. Um, can you spell your name just for the recording, so

Yeah.

-- transcriptionist...

Ah, Carmela, C-a-r-m-e-l-a. Zuza, capital Z-u-z-a.
Z-u-z-a.

Z as in zebra.

Ah. T had been spelling your last name wrong. Um, great. And where

and when were you born?

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:

family.

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

Oh, I was born at 879 Dean Street in Brooklyn.
Mm hmm.

I was one of, uh, eight children at that time, but we were nine in the

Oh, wow!

Yeah. And, uh --

And what's your date of birth?

[date redacted for privacy]-24.

So you just had a birthday a month ago.
Yeah.

Happy birthday.

Thank you.

So you have eight brothers and sisters, is -
Well, we were -

-- you're nine total.

This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only.

Zuza, Carmela, Oral history interview conducted by Sady Sullivan, July 3, 2008, Brooklyn Navy Yard Oral History Collection,

2010.003.001; Brooklyn Historical Society.



Access

CARMELA ZUZA: We were five girls and four boys.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow!

CARMELA ZUZA: There was nine.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow! And what about your parents, were they born in Brooklyn?
CARMELA ZUZA: No, they were born in Europe, Italy.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, okay. Where in Italy?

CARMELA ZUZA: Naples.

SADY SULLIVAN: And did they -- did they meet here or did they -

CARMELA ZUZA: No.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- meet over there?

CARMELA ZUZA: My father came to America, he worked in the, uh...

MAE: [ gotit.

CARMELA ZUZA: In the pavement of the streets, you know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: He came along, then he went back and, uh, my grandmother -- my

grandmother introduced him to my mother.

MAE: Hello?
CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

home?

CARMELA ZUZA:

And he was like ten -

In Italy?

Yes.

Mm hmm.

And they got married, and they came to America.
Mm hmm. So were all of their kids born in the states?
Yes. All in the U.S,, yeah.

Mm hmm, mm hmm. And did you grow up speaking Italian in the

Yeah.
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Oh wow.
Yeah.
Do you still speak Italian?

I've forgotten quite a bit of it, because my -- you know, my parents are

gone and, uh, I will recognize some of the language, but it has to be the na - the

Naples dialect.

SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:

Right, right.
Because, well, they all speak differently, you know?

Right. So your neighborhood when you were growing up, um, was -

were there other [talian families around?

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:

Oh, yeah. We had a mixed neighborhood.
Mm hmm.

All uh, all races.

Mm hmm.

Spanish, uh, black, uh, Italian, Irish.

Mm hmm.

It was a real melting pot.

Mm hmm.

But, uh, our childhood was wonderful.
Mm hmm.

Doors were open and we played in the street, but, uh, we played in the

backyard because my mother worried about us getting hurt outside, and they would

put up a, a hose, and we'd be out there all summer, playing in the backyard.

SADY SULLIVAN: [laughter] Um, and, so, other kids on your block, did you -- who were
the other kids on the block that you played with?
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Oh, there were a lot. We grew up together, and, uh, we used to go to, uh,

Coney Island and when we grow up, I must have been about 12 then, and, uh, we used

to go to Steeple Chase Park.
SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA:

And save up our nickels and dimes and go there for the day, every

Memorial Day.

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

SADY SULLIVAN:

CARMELA ZUZA:

O, nice.
So.
Did you take the train? How did you get there?

Yeah, we used to go the Franklin Avenue Express, that took us right to,

uh, Coney Island.

SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:

Oh, nice.

Yeah.

And so in your siblings, where are you in the order?

Uh, I'm, I'm next to the last one born.

Oh, wow.

But there's only the two of us left now. My sister lives in Colorado.
Mm hmm.

She's four years younger than me.

Mm hmm, mm hmm.

But they've all passed away, you know.

Um, so, so we've talked about this a little bit, but I want to hear in, in

great detail, how, how you came to work at the Navy Yards.

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:

Okay.
So can you tell me how you heard about the job -
Yeah, yeah.

--and all of that.
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CARMELA ZUZA: It must have been in the local papers, so everybody in the
neighborhood knew that they were building the ships and, uh, they were hiring at
that time. So, being the war broke out, so everybody was going, why don't you try? Go
there and get a job, you know. So we all went, signed up, and most of the men knew
my father, so they sort of like watched over me because I was so young, you know,
eighteen years old. But I did fine.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: So, um, you, you told your father that you wanted to go apply at -

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- the Yards.

CARMELA ZUZA: I says you know, it's part of the war effort, I said. I was gung ho, you
know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: He said oh, okay, but I don't like the idea, sort of, he said. But he said,
"Just watch out."

SADY SULLIVAN: What is it that he didn't like about it?

CARMELA ZUZA: Uh, to be with all the men you know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: They were all married and older.

SADY SULLIVAN: What was it that he was worried about?

CARMELA ZUZA: 1,1 don't know. He didn't have to worry about me, I took pretty good
care of myself, you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Um, and, so who did you go to apply with? Who was it that you -

CARMELA ZUZA: Ah, one of the neighbors took me. They -- we drove there.
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Oh.

But there was a bus that took us, because when [ was being trained you

know, in the welding, um, we came home late because it -- it was a like a night shift,

and we got out like about 11:00 at night.

SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:

Oh, wow.

So my father and my brothers would be at the bus stop to meet me, but

[ was always with one of the men that worked there, waited for me. So I was pretty

watch -- well watched over.

SADY SULLIVAN:

or a woman?

CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:
SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:

Yeah. So the neighbor that you went with to, to apply, was that a man

A man.

Mm hmm.

Yeah.

I just kicked the plug by accident.
Okay.

All right.

So -

So, starting again.

So we walked -

So tell me about your first day.

And I remember that man to this day, he was so wonderful, the teacher

that taught me. And he, uh, he showed us all these welds, like a vertical weld.

SADY SULLIVAN:
CARMELA ZUZA:

Oops, sorry.

A straight weld, you know a [laughter] overhead weld, which we didn't

get into that until later on, but they explained what we were going to do. It was in, in

electric arc welding, and he says, "You know, you're going be putting parts of the

Missouri together." The ship. So he showed us the, the piece that was fitted, and they

10

This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only.

Zuza, Carmela, Oral history interview conducted by Sady Sullivan, July 3, 2008, Brooklyn Navy Yard Oral History Collection,

2010.003.001; Brooklyn Historical Society.



Access

started teaching us how to, you know, stroke the electric arc, and it melts it into the
weld. So, I was a damn good welder, I tell ya, because I was artistically talented, and I
had a very steady hand. And in fact, the jobs that I did, the men didn't believe it. They
said -- and he backed me up, the, uh, mechanical instructor. He said, "She did it!"
Because when you did a job he had to sign your name. That was the first day though,
part - for three months we went there and started doing a lot of welding, you know
on these, uh, little parts.

SADY SULLIVAN: Were they actual parts or were they like --

CARMELA ZUZA: I don't really know.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- sort of testers?

CARMELA ZUZA: They were, they were -- they taught us on nice size plates. I don't know
where they put them though.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Maybe it was part of the ship, I don't know.

MAE:Deck plates.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, like a -- well the deck plate was a big, big thing, Mae. These were
little tiny things.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. Do you remember the name of that instructor?

CARMELA ZUZA: No.

SADY SULLIVAN: No. Um, and who was with you in that, in that class?

CARMELA ZUZA: Uh, we were about six women.

SADY SULLIVAN: All women?

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And so -

SADY SULLIVAN: And what was the atmosphere among you all?

11
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CARMELA ZUZA: The what?

SADY SULLIVAN: What was the atmosphere among you all?

CARMELA ZUZA: Very nice. The girls were all, you know, gung ho.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So I got very friendly with a girl that was ten years older than me. I
never heard from her after we left but, uh, we'd walk in, she was quite a glamour girl.
So we'd walk in and they put us, like paired us in two, to go into the shops.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: That was a big day, when we'd walk in with all this gear, heavy, thick
rubber things on our body, which I hated.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, tell me. Describe those to me, what you were wearing.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, it was like a -- it covered your whole body almost, like your upper
body.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And we wore ah, work shoes we had to have, and then they gave us
these shields you put on your head.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Of course, you've got to weld with the shield. And we were told, once
we started welding, that you had to drink milk every day, because of the fumes, you
know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, I haven't heard that.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: So why, why milk?

CARMELA ZUZA: It was good for your lungs, because you were breathing in -- as you are
welding, you're breathing in those fumes.

SADY SULLIVAN: Right.

12
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CARMELA ZUZA: SoIdid that for about a year, and then my father said, "Enough is
enough" because he'd see the burns on my arms, because I wouldn't wear those
things on, I couldn't stand them. You're dying with the heavy rubber on your body.

SADY SULLIVAN: Right.

CARMELA ZUZA: So then I get ajob in the office.

SADY SULLIVAN: At the Navy Yard?

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, okay.

CARMELA ZUZA: So that was great, and what I did, they taught me. There was a little
training period. We had to go in the shops and check all the welding, because they
were putting it into a computer. Well they were -- it was computerized to, uh, see how
much welding went into the ship.

SADY SULLIVAN: How do you mean?

CARMELA ZUZA: Like, uh, if you went into the shop, which I knew the shops at that time,
you go in and you see this guy, he'd finish a job, and he had his number on, and we
had to write down the number and I had to write how many -- how much welding he
did. Different --

SADY SULLIVAN: In terms of time or?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, just numbers of how much welding, pounds of welding, you know
something like that.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So, um, that lasted for quite a while. I worked up in the office, and they
were teaching me how to read blueprints, would you believe?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And at that time, the Franklin came in. That was ah, badly hit during

the war years, BB Franklin. And uh, they wouldn't let us go into those shops, because
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when that came in, there were b -- still body parts on it, so you weren't allowed to go
in there.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So we're not -- oh. So then I got friendly with all the Marines that come
in on the boats.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: [laughter] And they used to see me waiting to go from one shop to
another, and I got a ride on all the jeeps. [laughter] So it was fun.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: And then I started dating some of them. We'd go up to the Empire
Rollerdrome, and I skated all the time.

SADY SULLIVAN: Where was that?

CARMELA ZUZA: Up, uh, that was by Ebbetts Field, in Brooklyn.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.

CARMELA ZUZA: You know, it was quite a wild time. And we used to go to movies, uh,
ice cream shops. That was our fun.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. So there was -- is -- so you were -- there was a lot of
camaraderie with pe -- within people who were working in the yards?

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, oh yeah, yeah. Everybody was friendly, and a lot of the men I knew,
you know, because I used to go check their jobs.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: So I'm curious. Your dad was worried about you being a, a young
woman in the Navy Yard.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, well he figured maybe, you know, they would get rough me or
something. Like you'd be on line and you want to get a drink of water, and they would
forget you're a woman because you've got your hair all wrapped up in a cap, and I
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was a little bit of a thing then, and they used to use some foul language. And then
when you turn around and they see you, "Oh, I'm so sorry." You know they couldn't -
that's the way it was.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Because they didn't know you were a woman.

CARMELA ZUZA: No.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: I was very tiny. [laughter]

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Um, was there anybody who you knew, were they
welcoming?

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh yeah, yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Very nice.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: You know, they did -- just said that as a joke, when we walked in, and
what are you doing here, but we worked hard. There was one woman there, she was a
ship fitter. I never in my life. She was about six foot three, and she'd be using a
sledgehammer, boom! I never forgot. I've still got her face before me all these years.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow!

CARMELA ZUZA: She was powerful.

MAE: Was that the lady that never cashed her paychecks?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no, that was in the telephone company.

MAE: Oh. [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: That was after that. Yeah.

MAE: She was an overseas operator also. [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, when I worked -- after leaving the Navy Yard.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: And so then, they had the christening of the Missouri. The Trumans
came in and the shipyard looked magnificent. They cleaned everything up, and we
were on, [ think the fourth or the fifth floor, in the office, watching them when they
were going to christen the ship. I don't recall if it was, uh, the wife or the mother that
did it actually. You couldn't see from the window. And when they christened the ship,
it was a cloudy day, and the sun came all over the shipyard, and we were all crying.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.

CARMELA ZUZA: Because we were so excited, you know, we had a part of this, you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: And somebody said, “I hope it brings misery to the Japs,” because we
were at war with Japan then.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And it turned out that that ship, they had the peace treaty on that ship,
Japanese and the Americans.

SADY SULLIVAN: That's right.

CARMELA ZUZA: But then after that, the war ended and we were crying when we were
leaving. We didn't want to leave, but we were happy the war was over. We were laid
off.

SADY SULLIVAN: Right.

CARMELA ZUZA: So then -

SADY SULLIVAN: And who was laid off?

CARMELA ZUZA: All the -- every -- everybody, the men and the women. A lot of people
got their, uh, notice.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And we used to have, uh, entertainment come in. I don't know if you
remember Eddie Duchin?

SADY SULLIVAN: Uh-uh. Who was that?
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CARMELA ZUZA: Well he was a bandleader, and they used to come and they used to, you
know, push the, uh, bond effort, where you buy bonds, and. So at that time, we weren't
paid very well, you know, not the girls anyhow. I don't know why. But anyhow, so, uh,
I managed to buy five hundred dollars worth of war bonds.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow!

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, that was like, wow, you know?

MAE: We have some still. Left over from the [inaudible] --

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. And, um, so then we leave the shipyard, and, uh, then the war
was over. That, that, that day, I'll never forget it. When was the war, 1945? And
everybody was out in the streets, hugging each other, kissing, and -- And my father,
he had a, a sword from World War I, you know one of these, uh, a big sword. I don't
know where he got it from. And he ma -- got everybody to march, and we marched
over, into the local church and thanked God for the war being ended.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, it was nice.

SADY SULLIVAN: Was your father, uh-- did he fight in World War I?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no.

MAE: He had the, uh, Spanish flu.

CARMELA ZUZA: He had the Spanish flu and lived through it.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. He was one of the lucky ones.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow. So you were in -- you were working in the Navy Yard until the
war ended?

CARMELA ZUZA: Yes.

SADY SULLIVAN: OK. Wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: So that was like, from '42 to '45.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow!
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CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. I knew everybody there. You get to know, you know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. I'm curious about who was there and, and what the, what the
social atmosphere was like.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. Well they had, they had little parties. You know, they'd have, uh,
somebody bring in lunches and things -- like you do in an office.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But it was fun.

MAE: You guys used to go to Coney Island, right, the beach, and then the --

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, when -- yeah, well that was when I was a child, you know younger, I
used to go to the beach a lot.

MAE: With your friends.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.I told her about Memorial Day. We used to go every, every
Memorial Day, to Steeple Chase.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: It was quite a -- going to Nathan's and having hot dogs, and we used to
have chow mein on a bun.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.

CARMELA ZUZA: Then. They used to put the noodles on it, it was so delicious. Corn on
the cob.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: We had a fun childhood.

SADY SULLIVAN: So did you have a job before you worked at the Navy Yard?

CARMELA ZUZA: I worked in the local... In the neighborhood they had these little factory
jobs.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: And I worked in a knitting mill, but I was really, when this -- I think I
was sixteen.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And ah, they taught me how to mend sweaters. Uh, I was learning, uh,
payroll, like an all-around thing.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Knitting.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Where in the neighborhood was --

CARMELA ZUZA: It was right around the corner on, uh, Grand Avenue.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh. And so did you, the whole time you were growing up, did you live
on Dean Street?

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And there was a Knox, uh, hat fam - uh, hat factory. I know you must
have heard of the Knox hats?

SADY SULLIVAN: No, I haven't.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, and we used to, uh, go -- there was a bakery right on the corner
where my mother lived, it was Messi Bakery.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And when we were kids, we used to go watch them. We would get on
this platform and look in and see the guys baking, and they used to give us a loaf of
bread every once in a while.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, it was fun.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Then we'd go -- the Daily News was located right -- not far from my

mother's house.
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SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So we walked there to get milk and stuff. We'd go with carriages and
buy um, uh, bread and milk, which was discounted. You know, the prices were good
for families.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Then at Thanksgiving time, they took all the turkeys to the local
bakery around the corner, and they put them in the big ovens and bake your turkey
for you.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, I didn't know that.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. Nobody -- well we didn't have big ovens. We had, you know, my
mother had a small house.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. So everybody in the neighborhood, their turkey would be -

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- cooked.

CARMELA ZUZA: You had to put your label on it or something, and they put them in
these big ovens.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, that's so cool.

CARMELA ZUZA: So you went back up a couple hours later to go pick it up.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And they'd make all the trimmings in the house, you know.

MAE: And a lot of street vendors too, right?

CARMELA ZUZA: And -- oh yeah, we used to have the peddlers come on the street, and
the end of the day, they would go where all the big families lived, because they sold
all the stuff at half price, like what they didn't sell, and my mother used to have
bushels of apples, bushels of peaches. And my father had a garden, he had his own
garden.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, tell me about the garden.
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CARMELA ZUZA: Made his own wine. He, he grew everything. We never went to buy any
-- unless the local guy came around with the, uh, with -- they had a cart with the
horses -

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: -- they used to come. And, uh, my father grew -- he had a peach tree in
the front, and in the back he grew corn. He grew tomatoes, what do you call it um,
that vegetable that you buy Mae, uh, zucchini.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And they used to grow flowers that my mother used to make stashes of
pancakes with. It was a yellow flower that grew. I don't know what they called it, and
she used to fry them all up and have stacks of them.

SADY SULLIVAN: She would put the flower in the pancakes?

CARMELA ZUZA: Put it in the batter, yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, I wonder what that is.

CARMELA ZUZA: They were delicious. It was, uh, I can't think of the name. I have to talk
to one of my old friends that might remember.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

MAE: Mommy, tell her about the beer. They used to make their own beer.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, and my mother used to make homemade brew, and we had a little
wine cellar downtown, uh, downstairs, where she used to keep the beer and the soda
you know. And my father had a big room where they used to bring the grapes in, and
our living room had grape boxes up to the ceiling.

SADY SULLIVAN: They were growing?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no, the boxes -- the grapes were ready to be done, like when he
made the wine.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.
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CARMELA ZUZA: So -- and we used to have a box of grapes just for us, and we ate so
much grapes we were, forget about it. [laughter]

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow. So did you grow the grapes or did your father --

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no, he, he used to order it.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- grow the grapes as well?

CARMELA ZUZA: Because he used to make the wine from that.

MAE: Peaches in the wine.

CARMELA ZUZA: And, uh, he used to go to Mulberry Street in New York, and buy big
peaches. They used to call them pequoge, that's an Italian word.

SADY SULLIVAN: How do you spell it?

CARMELA ZUZA: P-e-g-u-o-g-e. That would be a good way to remember it.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And ah, he used to come back with the peaches. Of course, we were not
allowed to drink the wine, you know, they figured we were kids.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And, uh, but they used to put a little bit of wine in the glass and soak
the peaches in it, so we were very happy little kids.

SADY SULLIVAN: [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: But I used to sneak down in the ba -- in the cellar, because I loved that
beer, and I used to take it and drink a bottle every once in a while.

SADY SULLIVAN: [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: Then in the kitchen my mother had a little barrel, and before dinner
she used to have ice out there, because we had the ice man, you know. And she used
to chop up all the ice and put the beer and sodas in there, not much soda, once in a
blue moon, and, uh, serve it with our dinner when we were eating.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: 1 just remember my mother always cooking, big giant pots in the
kitchen. But she was a good lady.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. So your mom would make the beer.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: And, and your father made the wine.

CARMELA ZUZA: Uh huh, yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: How did she make the beer?

CARMELA ZUZA: Well she used certain things like hops, that she couldn't get when the -
during the war years, they were hard to get. But she made it for a couple of years.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: It didn't taste like the beer that you have now, you know. It was more
like a soda type. It was delicious.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. But it would have -- it would be alcohol.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh a little bit in it, yeah sure.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And what else? I'm trying to think.

SADY SULLIVAN: Um, that's actually -- I'm so excited to hear. This is one of the side
projects that I want to do, um, about, in oral histories -

CARMELA ZUZA: Uh huh.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- is, uh, the gardens and mostly the fruit trees.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Because there were so many fruit trees in Brooklyn -

CARMELA ZUZA: And my father -

SADY SULLIVAN: -- that were planted.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, and my father had fig trees tru -- too.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, they were delicious.
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SADY SULLIVAN: That's my -- that, yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: And then in the wint - in the winter, they used to, they used to cover
them up like mummies, but they grew every year, and he had a grapevine also.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh.

CARMELA ZUZA: But everybody grew stuff. We had neighbors that made root beer.
Somebody else made like a soda type of a drink. And they'd bake. My mother made
all her own pasta, and she baked and baked.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: In a coal stove oven that we had and, uh, we'd just used to use it with,
uh, coal.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow.

MAE: And no heat.

CARMELA ZUZA: We had one bathtub in the house and we had a, a boiler to warm up the
water.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh so you did -- it wasn't -- it was warm water?

CARMELA ZUZA: You had to make the water hot, so you go take a bath.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And then we used to -- you know, you ironed a lot in those times. We
used to put up the curtains on these, uh, you, you get your fingers all cut because you
put it on what they call um, it was like a stick and instead of drawing them on the line,
you used to put them on, and then when the sun dried them, you pill -- pulled them
off and put them up on the window. And my mother never let us wash clothes. They
used to use the scrub, Scrubco. She used to send out bags of, um wet - of, of wash, all
our clothing, the bedding and everything, and when they brought it back, we had
lines and that was laundry day. We had to hang up all these clothes. See. They never
came back dry but we never had to wash them, we were the lucky ones.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: I don't know how she managed that but she did.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Because everybody else had to scrub.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. And that would be a lot of laundry, with nine --

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- nine kids.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

MAE: Yeah, when, when your dad had the fruit trees, when he died they all died.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah, right after.

SADY SULLIVAN: The fruit trees did?

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. Well, he was get -- he got sick and he couldn't take care of them
really, you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah, yeah. Do you know where he got the seeds to -- for the trees?

CARMELA ZUZA: I don't know any of that, no.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: I remember him going out and they used to come back with stuff, you
know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But he planted at a certain time. We never really -- we had salad. We
had the arugula, all that stuff.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: You know, and fresh -- the tomatoes were out of this world.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So we really grew up eating everything. Not like today, you don't know
what they're putting on the, uh, stuff today.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: The fruits don't have any smell. We had peaches that were full of juice
and oh, forget about it.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: I don't know where you got to go to get something like that now.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: The whole environment is like terrible.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

MAE: They freeze them. If you buy them and they freeze the fruits.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

MAE: It takes the flavor away.

CARMELA ZUZA: Unless you got actually where somebody has a farm and they, they
planted it themselves you know.

MAE: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

MAE: Or in Queens. [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

MAE: We have good fruit in Queens.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: So would most of the, the food that you were eating when you were
growing up, was it mostly local, that you, that you grew? What, what, what products
did your family buy?

CARMELA ZUZA: Most of it was what she'd grow or what she bought from the, uh, men
when they came around.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: They'd bring bushels of corn. Of course, we -- he grew so much and
then, you know.
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SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And after a while we didn't have it any more.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But, uh, they would bring like stuff that was a little bruised, and I
remember my mother cutting all the bruise off the peaches -

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: - and pears and apples.

SAD SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But we ate -- she cooked them up sometime, you know to make like g,
what do they call that, compote or something?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. Is that the right word, compote?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah.

MAE: They ate seasonally [inaudible].

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: They made a lot of chicken. We ne -- we had maybe steak once a week,
and we had a lot of um, like, uh, beans. She made beans with pasta, which we do to
this day.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Lentils. It was all good protein, you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And we never had -- we never had butter. I never remember seeing

butter in the house. She used the, uh, an olive oil that was, uh, mixed with another oil.
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I think it was called Gem, G-E-M, and, uh, she used a lot of that. They used to buy
cases of them, [laughter] and they had to store them.

SADY SULLIVAN: And she would mix them herself?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no, it was already mixed.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, okay.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And, uh, I'm trying remember. And my mother was the type that had a
store in the house, because all the neighbors used to come in and buy tomatoes from
her, and then she'd keep re -- you know, uh, keep supplying them.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: And, uh, we had -- believe it or not, in that time we had a, a store called
Spinners that delivered, and as a little girl, I used to sit with her and make the
shopping list up, go to the store, order everything, and they'd deliver it.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: And that's a long time ago. I must have been about nine or ten years
old.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Uh, o what else did your mom sell from your house? Did -
would she sell the beer or wine or anything?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, no, no. This was just the neighbors, they ran out of tomatoes or, “do
you have a couple of cans of tomatoes?” Then it got to be a habit, because everybody
knew she had the supply there. [laughter]

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. So when you were going to the Navy Yard, did
you, did you bring a lunch? What was the food situation there?

CARMELA ZUZA: Um, I think we brought something to drink but, uh, they had a, what do
you call, a commissary there, where you could go get a sandwich and stuff.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
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CARMELA ZUZA: Sometimes we brought something, if my mother made something. She
used to make a lot of omelets.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: So we used to have the Italian bread from the bakery you know?

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: It was great. [laughter]

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. And what about -- did you ever go out, outside of the yards
to eat, in any of the -- like, I've heard about some luncheonettes -

CARMELA ZUZA: Not really.

SADY SULLIVAN: -- on Sand Street.

CARMELA ZUZA: No, we never left the shipyard, no.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: That area wasn't that nice at that time. You know, I don't know. There
were a lot of, uh, ships and a lot of sailors coming in you know. So we really didn't
leave.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: So, tell me about, um coming to the yards. How would you -- how would
you get there from your house and how was your -

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, with the bus.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: We walked to a street called Washington Avenue, and they had a bus, I
think it was five cents. It took you right to the Navy Yard. And sometimes, some of
the men that worked there happened to be going the time I was going, and he took
me to work.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. And what -- do you remember what gate you
would have come in on?
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CARMELA ZUZA: Gee, I don't remember that, but it was a big gate and a lot of us walked

through.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: And what was that process?

CARMELA ZUZA: Well, they just had the gates open. We had uh, uh, our name on a -
well, when -- before I started working, we had to go in for a physical, so they get all
that information and, um, I wasn't too happy about that because ah, the doctor that
was there says to me -- he - I had to undress of course, and I was embarrassed. You
know, I was young. He says, "Hmm, all of eighteen." And then I went, “och God.”

MAE: Oh, ma.

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. At that time, yeah. Would you believe?

SADY SULLIVAN: Wow.

CARMELA ZUZA: So I wasn't too happy with him.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. Was that a Navy doctor? What?

CARMELA ZUZA: I don't know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: I don't know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But, um, he was messing around with somebody to even talk to me like

that.
SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm.
CARMELA ZUZA: It wasn't very nice.
SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.
CARMELA ZUZA: But certain things you don't forget, you know?
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SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm, mm hmm. So when you would be coming in, it would be
mostly men that were coming in to the Yards I imagine.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, we were surrounded by men, yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah, yeah.

CARMELA ZUZA: And you don't look on the floor in the morning.

SADY SULLIVAN: What do you mean?

CARMELA ZUZA: A lot of them would spit and spit, and it was, it was messy. [laughter]

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. So would you come -- you had to change into, into the heavy
work clothes.

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh no.

SADY SULLIVAN: What would you wear on your way there?

CARMELA ZUZA: Well we wore like jean type of pants and shirt, but you put them right
over those clothes.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: We didn't have any changing.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But we had a locker if we wanted to you know, because a lot of them
used to go out after work, you know, men that tried to date you, but I never dated
anybody.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Not in the shipyard. The soldiers I did, and sailors.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. [laughter]

CARMELA ZUZA: They were my skating partners. It was fun.

SADY SULLIVAN: Ice skating or roller skating?

CARMELA ZUZA: Roller skating.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh, nice.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.
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SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. So in the locker room, was that -- was that -- there was a separate
area for the women?

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh, yeah, yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. So how many women do you think were working there when
you were?

CARMELA ZUZA: We had about a dozen I would say.

SADY SULLIVAN: Oh wow, not very many.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah. No.

SADY SULLIVAN: Yeah. Do you remember the names of anybody that you worked with?

CARMELA ZUZA: Just this one girl I worked with, Marie. Her name was Marie Riccio. I
don't even know if she's still alive. Gee, I remember her name.

SADY SULLIVAN: That's great. And where was she from?

CARMELA ZUZA: 1 think she was from Brooklyn.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: Yeah.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Did you get a sense that the -- that most of the women that
you were working with, what had, what had brought them to, to the Navy Yard?

CARMELA ZUZA: No, not really. I didn't know.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm. Was there -- was there, um, a unity because you were women
in, in --

CARMELA ZUZA: Oh yeah, yeah. We stuck -- mostly stuck together. They would put us
into one spot in the shipyard. You didn't really get all over.

SADY SULLIVAN: Mm hmm.

CARMELA ZUZA: But, uh, things went on, on the ships which ah, I never went on the
ship. Some women did g