
Access 

1 
This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only.  
 
Kang, Harrison, Oral history interview conducted by Mary Lui, April 15, 1993, New Neighbors: Sunset Park's Chinese Community 
records, 1994.007.16; Brooklyn Historical Society. 

 

 

 

WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies, 

other reproductions, and reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the 

law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction. One of these 

specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than 

private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or 

reproduction in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. 

 Brooklyn Historical Society is not responsible for either determining the copyright status 

of the material or for securing copyright permission. 

 Possession of a reproduction does not constitute permission to use it. 

 Permission to use copies other than for private study, scholarship, or research requires the 

permission of both Brooklyn Historical Society and the copyright holder. For assistance, 

contact Brooklyn Historical Society at library@brooklynhistory.org.  

 Read more about the Brooklyn Historical Society's Reproduction Rights Policy online: 

http://brooklynhistory.org/library/reproduction.html#Brooklyn_Historical_Society_Repro

duction. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR USE 

This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only. These oral history interviews are 

intimate conversations between two people, both of whom have generously agreed to share these 

recordings with the Brooklyn Historical Society archives and with researchers. Please listen in the spirit 

with which these were shared. Researchers will understand that:  



Access 

2 
This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only.  
 
Kang, Harrison, Oral history interview conducted by Mary Lui, April 15, 1993, New Neighbors: Sunset Park's Chinese Community 
records, 1994.007.16; Brooklyn Historical Society. 

1. The Brooklyn Historical Society abides by the General Principles & Best Practices for 

Oral History as agreed upon by the Oral History Association (2009) and expects that use 

of this material will be done with respect for these professional ethics. 

2. Every oral history relies on the memories, views and opinions of the narrator. Because of 

the personal nature of oral history, listeners may find some viewpoints or language of the 

recorded participants to be objectionable. In keeping with its mission of preservation and 

unfettered access whenever possible, BHS presents these views as recorded. 

3. Transcripts created prior to 2008 serve as a guide to the interview and are not considered 

verbatim.  The audio recording should be considered the primary source for each 

interview.  It may contain natural false starts, verbal stumbles, misspeaks, repetitions that 

are common in conversation, and other passages and phrases omitted from the transcript. 

This decision was made because BHS gives primacy to the audible voice and also 

because some researchers do find useful information in these verbal patterns. 

4. Unless these verbal patterns are germane to your scholarly work, when quoting from this 

material researchers are encouraged to correct the grammar and make other modifications 

maintaining the flavor of the narrator’s speech while editing the material for the standards 

of print. 

5. All citations must be attributed to the Brooklyn Historical Society: 

 Kang, Harrison, Oral history interview conducted by Mary Lui, April 15, 1993, 

New Neighbors: Sunset Park's Chinese Community records, 1994.007.16; 

Brooklyn Historical Society.  



Access 

3 
This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only.  
 
Kang, Harrison, Oral history interview conducted by Mary Lui, April 15, 1993, New Neighbors: Sunset Park's Chinese Community 
records, 1994.007.16; Brooklyn Historical Society. 

Oral History Interview with Harrison Kang 

New Neighbors: Sunset Park's Chinese Community records, 1994.007.16  

Interview conducted by Mary Lui at 5214 8th Avenue on April 15, 1993 in   

Sunset Park, Brooklyn 

 

LUI: Can you just introduce yourself?  

KANG: How do I do that?  

LUI: Just say your name and how old you are and that kind of thing.  

KANG: My name is Harrison Kang. I am 31. I have been living in this city for like 12 

years now.  

LUI: Okay, I'm going to start with some quick questions about yourself. Where were 

you born?  

KANG: Korea.  

LUI: What part of Korea?  

KANG: South Korea? I don't really know the city name.  

LUI: When did you come to the United States?  

KANG: 1980.  

LUI: Did your family start the shop right away?  

KANG: Yeah, about three or four months later, my parents had this shop.  

LUI: Did you help out in the store?  

KANG: Yeah. I went to school, and after school I would help them out. Then I had to go 

to the college. I went for five years. I got a job on Long Island, and I have been 

there for about two years, and then I came back to this store. 

LUI: Do you work here full time now?  

KANG: Yeah.  

LUI: You've been here for about twelve years. Can you tell me what the area was like 

when you came?  

KANG: It was mixed, with a lot of Hispanics. There was a lot of Norwegians, but now I 

don't see much of them. I still see a lot of Hispanics.  
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LUI: The area right here on 8th Avenue has both Norwegians and Hispanics?  

KANG: Like down this way, down to like 60th street, there's a lot of Norwegians, and up 

to the fourth street, there's a lot of Hispanics.  

LUI: What about over on 7th Avenue, or 6th or 9th Avenue? What's that area like?  

KANG: I think up to like 6th Avenue and 9th Avenue, there's Jewish people. Down to 

the 5th, there's also a lot of Hispanics.  

LUI: Do you think everybody sort of got along okay?  

KANG: Yeah, I guess so, very much..  

LUI: What about the Chinese. Were there any Chinese people here when you first 

came here?  

KANG: Not many. I hardly see them, but now it's almost like a Chinatown here.  

LUI: When did that start happening?  

KANG: I guess probably about five years ago, the people started showing up, and 

about 2 years ago, there's a lot of Chinese immigrants coming to this area. 

LUI: Do many of the Chinese immigrants come into your shop?  

KANG: Recently, I see some of them. I don't think the Chinese people do a lot of dry 

cleaning. I'd say they are about less than 10% of our customers now.  

LUI: Is the clientele growing?  

KANG: Yeah.  

LUI: Who are most of your clients?  

KANG: I don't know where they are from. I guess some Hispanics. Maybe some 

Americans, I don't know where they are from.  

LUI: Are there many Koreans in the neighborhood?  

KANG: Not many. There are a few, I guess. I guess like less than 10%.  

LUI: Are most of them living here, or do they have businesses here?  

KANG: They do have businesses. I'm not sure whether they live in this area. Most of 

them that I know have small businesses in this area.  

LUI: What sort of changes have you seen in the neighborhood with the Chinese being 

here?  
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KANG: A lot of new stores opened. It was not really that busy here before, but now it 

seems to be getting a lot busier.  

LUI: Do you go into any of the stores here?  

KANG: Yes, some of the stores, especially restaurants. Sometimes we eat in there.  

LUI: I was told that the area around here, before the Chinese came, was pretty quiet. 

There were a lot of abandoned storefronts. Is that true?  

KANG: Yeah, it's a lot busier street. It wasn't a busy street. There were a lot of vacant 

stores. Now, it's building up, but still it's not full.  

LUI: Do you think that most of the people who come here are planning to stay? Do you 

think the place is going to get more crowded?  

KANG: The Chinese? Yeah, I think they will stay.  

LUI: So with the Chinese coming in, are other people leaving? Or -- what's happening? 

KANG: Yeah, I think with a lot of Chinese coming in, some people have to leave to 

make space. So people are moving out and people are coming in.  

LUI: So who is leaving?  

KANG: I don't know. Do you mean by nationality?  

LUI: Yeah.  

KANG: I guess a lot of Hispanics used to live here and I don't see much of the 

Norwegians. I think they left.  

LUI: So about twelve years ago, you saw a lot of Norwegian people still living here?  

KANG: Yeah, but I don't see much of them now.  

LUI: Yeah, it looks like a lot of the stores have changed.  

KANG: The old store, they are still there, but there weren't that many stores anyway.  

LUI: What is the old store that's still there?  

KANG: There was like a grocery, but they changed owners. These stores have been 

there, especially the groceries. They have been there for a long time. I don't really 

know.  

LUI: How are people reacting to the change in the neighborhood? Is it positive or 

negative? 
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KANG: They don't tell me that much -- it's the Chinese way. I guess some people like it, 

but I don't know.  

LUI: How do you feel about it?  

KANG: For the business, I don't know. In this business, I pray for the Americans, 

because of the business. But if the people come, I don't care. It doesn't bother me.  

LUI: So people don't really say anything to you about what they think in terms of what 

the community is doing?  

KANG: No. I have not heard any bad things. Maybe they say they're getting all the 

business. Some people like it because of all these restaurants. That's about it. 

They don't tell me much about the negative things. Maybe that's because I look 

Chinese, so they wouldn't tell me.  

LUI: Do people ever mistake you for being Chinese?  

KANG: Yeah, most of them do, because they cannot distinguish between Korean, 

Chinese, Japanese, I guess.  

LUI: You mean the Chinese people here?  

KANG: Even Chinese come in and assume that this is a Chinese store.  

LUI: But usually you mean it's the Americans that make that mistake.  

KANG: Yeah.  

LUI: So when you walk into stores here, do they think you're Chinese sometimes?  

KANG: Yeah, I guess so, unless I speak Korean, they just assume I'm Chinese and start 

speaking Chinese.  

LUI: Do you think the business will stay here for a while?  

KANG: Yeah, I mean, I don't see why not. We've been here for a long time.  

LUI: Even with the change in the community, you think you'll stay.  

KANG: Yeah, there's still people who need their clothes cleaned.  

LUI: Is there anything else that you think you can tell me about the community, about 

the change?  

KANG: I don't know. We've been here for a long time, but I can't exactly tell you what 

has changed. But there have been a lot of changes.  
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LUI: When you first came here, did you think this large number of Chinese people 

were going to move in? Like, this large a number? Could you already tell that 

twelve years ago?  

KANG: Yeah, even at that time, there were some Chinese. The population was growing, 

but not this rapidly.  

LUI: Were you surprised that it grew so quickly?  

KANG: Yeah, yeah right.  

LUI: I don't think I have that much more to ask you, unless there is something else that 

you can think of.  

[Interview interrupted.] 

LUI: Can you tell me why you chose to...  

KANG: I didn't choose, my parents chose this area because my father's friend lived in 

this area. This is the first place we came to in the United States. So we've been 

settled down here. There's no particular reason they chose this area. Just because 

my father's friend lives close to here. 

LUI: Was it hard to adjust to being here, to the community?  

KANG: Not really. It was a fairly small community. We didn't have any problem with 

them, the neighbors.  

LUI: Have you gotten to know a lot of the people who live around here, like your 

customers?  

KANG: Well, it's been twelve years, so eventually you know a lot of people. At the 

beginning, we didn't.  

LUI: Have you seen a lot of your customers leave as a result of the change?  

KANG: Yeah, a lot of people left, but a lot of new people also come in. It keeps 

changing. Now, already, a lot of American leave, and a lot of Chinese are coming 

in.  

LUI: So you said earlier that sometimes you get mistaken for being Chinese. What do 

you think of when people do that?  
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KANG: At the beginning, it bothered me, but now, I keep hearing it, so it doesn't matter 

very much anymore.  

LUI: What was it that bothered you about it?  

KANG: Well, because I am Korean. It's not because I don't like Chinese people, but you 

know, because of who I am. Even like Korean people sometimes say I'm Chinese, 

so they're part of it also.  

LUI: Because of what you look like?  

KANG: They say I look Chinese.  

LUI: Would customers that you have for a long time make that mistake, or just people 

you've never met before?  

KANG: Even when I've told people once or twice, they just forget. And, uh, I think some 

of them still think I am Chinese.  

LUI: I think that's it then.  


