
Knowledge Used for God’s Glory

How many tests do you think you have taken since you have started school?  Let’s
say that you have taken at least two tests each week of the school year. Since a school
year is typically 36 weeks long, that means that you have probably taken at least 72
tests in each year that you have been in school. If you have completed six years of
school, you have taken at least 432 tests!  

You probably do not remember how well you did on each of those tests. But you
probably do remember many times that you didn’t know the answers to some of the
questions. Maybe during those times you said something like this: “I sure wish that I
had more wisdom!”

Would it surprise you to know that more wisdom would probably not have helped
you to do better on the test?  It was knowledge that you needed, not wisdom. Wisdom
and knowledge are words that are often confused.

It is quite possible to be very smart but not very wise. “Knowledge” refers to learn-
ing facts or information. On the other hand, “wisdom” refers to the practical application
of knowledge in order to live a happy and successful life. For the Christian, living a
happy and successful life means living according to God’s standards. That is why
Solomon, the author of Proverbs said, “The fear (reverence, respect) of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom” (9:10).

Jesus described the difference between the wise man and the foolish man in
Matthew 7:24–27. One built his house on the rock, the other on the sand. When the
storm came, the foolish man’s house collapsed, but the wise man’s house, built  upon the
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rock, stood firm. The wise man was the one who, Jesus said, “hears these words of mine
and puts them into practice.”

Head knowledge is good for tests and quizzes. Good grades will help you achieve
your goals in the future. But when the Bible talks about wisdom, it means more than
getting good grades or scoring high on an IQ test. God wants you to know how to apply
His truth in your life. In order to help us gain wisdom, He gave us the book of Proverbs.
There are 915 proverbs, or “wise sayings,” contained in the book. If you want true 
wisdom, the book of Proverbs is a good place to start.

Think about the valuable lessons you have learned from your parents, grandparents,
teachers and pastor. If you could pick just one lesson you learned, to pass on to your
children or grandchildren, what lesson would you choose? 

When Solomon was your age, he lived in a palace with his father King David.
Solomon’s childhood could not be described as very peaceful. Israel was constantly at
war with the surrounding nations. There was also immorality and rebellion taking place
within the palace walls.

Do you suppose that Solomon might have been thinking about these things when he
wrote these proverbs to his son?  Solomon knew that the pathway to sin and destruction
was a slippery one. He knew how easy it is to be attracted to the things of this world.
One of the most important lessons that Solomon believed he could pass to his son was:
To avoid the slippery path, don’t watch your feet; watch your heart—for that is where
sin’s temptation begins (based on Proverbs 6:20–23).

Although Solomon was a very smart man, he has become famous for his phenomenal
wisdom. He learned early in his life that there were two ways to do things—the world’s
way and God’s way. If he wanted to be wise, he had to choose God’s way. As you read
verses in the book of Proverbs, note how Solomon constantly contrasts the world’s way
and God’s way.
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Solomon defined wisdom in a single sentence: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). By learning to love and respect God above everything else,
you will obtain the wisdom that only God can give. Becoming wise is not something that
will happen overnight, by the end of the semester, or even by the time you graduate from
school. You will continually increase in wisdom throughout life as you seek to live
according to the principles of God’s Word.

Think about the many opportunities that you have every day to respond according to
the way of the world or according to God’s way. When you are angry with your parents
or a friend, how do you respond?  Proverbs 14 gives you specific principles on how to
handle your anger in a godly way. How would you describe your speech?  Do you use
profanity?  Do you gossip?  Do you criticize others?  Proverbs 15 has some specific advice
in each of these areas.

Are you struggling with sinful thoughts?  If the Lord could look into your mind right
now, would He be pleased with your thoughts and motives?  In Proverbs 16, God shows
you how to gain control over your thought life.

Once there was a famous piano player who was loved and respected by people all
around the world. One day he overheard a conversation in which he was described as a
“genius.” He quickly responded, “Genius?  For the past 40 years I have practiced at least
six hours a day, every day of the week. I am the best in the world because I have worked
at it almost every day of my life!”

Certainly this piano player had talent, but he had become the world’s greatest
pianist because he had spent his entire life putting his talent and knowledge into prac-
tice. The same is true with sports. An athlete knows that to be really good, you must
practice, practice, practice—so hard and so long that you just naturally make the right
moves without even thinking.

This is the same pattern that you must follow in your life if you want true wisdom. Yo u
h ave already learned many principles from God’s Wo r d . Begin right now to practice the
Biblical principles that you already know. As you apply God’s Word in your life, you will
grow in wisdom because you are using knowledge for God’s glory, and for your own good.

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

SE-02 Wisdom  8/10/06  10:30 AM  Page 27



Inquiry-Action 2.1

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

DAY CHAPTER AND VERSE SAYING

Monday ______________________ A wise person will . . .

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Tuesday ______________________ A wise person will . . .

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Wednesday ______________________ A wise person will . . .

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Thursday ______________________ A wise person will . . .

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Friday ______________________ A wise person will . . .

_________________________________________

_________________________________________
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WISE SAYINGS FROM PROVERBS. Follow your teacher’s directions to summarize a
proverb each day.
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Inquiry-Action 2.2

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

WHAT IS WISDOM? Answer the questions based on class discussion.

1. Where does wisdom ultimately come from?

2. Wisdom is not . . . .

3. Wisdom is . . . .

4. What Bible book is good to study if you want to grow in wisdom?

5. Who can get wisdom?  

6. Is wisdom easy to develop?

7. Why should a person try to get wisdom?
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WISDOM CHECK. Evaluate your own actions.
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Inquiry-Action 2.3

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

1. I often act without stopping to think.

2 My friends think I like to take dares and risks.

3. I spend a lot of time just goofing off.

4. It’s hard for me to listen to advice from adults.

5. I quickly make up my mind about what I want to do.

6. I depend on my friends a lot for advice.

7. I like to try new things even if they are a little 
dangerous.

8. I can’t wait until I’m old enough to have my own car.

9. I like to go along with my friends even if it means I
could get into trouble.

10. I give in easily when the group wants to do something.

11. It’s hard for me to say “No!” to a friend.

12. I think I’m faced with a lot more temptation than 
others my age.

13. I usually don’t think about the consequences of  some-
thing before I do it.

14. Admiration from my friends would generally be more
important to me than possible punishment.

15. If I’ve made a wrong choice, it is difficult for me to
back out and admit my wrong.
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Inquiry-Action 2.4

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

JESUS GROWS IN WISDOM — LUKE 2:40–52. Assume that you are a reporter for
“Kids in the News,” a local newspaper special section. You have gotten word that a boy, lost
from his parents, has been in the Temple for three days astounding the elders with His
wisdom. Your editor immediately asks you to write the story, directing you to get the scoop,
including the background and reactions of those around him.

(continued)
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Inquiry-Action 2.4  (continued)
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Inquiry-Action 2.5

C H  A  R  A  C  T  E  R Q U  E  S  T

WISE SAYINGS FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. Write the letter of the phrase that
completes each sentence.

3 3

______ 1. For the Lord gives wisdom; A. Therefore get wisdom;
and in all your getting, get 
understanding (4:7).

______ 2. My son, do not forget my law, B. and lean not on your 
own understanding (3:5).

______ 3. Wisdom is the principal thing; C. but the mouth of the foolish
is near destruction (10:14).

______ 4. The fear of the Lord is the D. and he who has it will abide
beginning of knowledge [wisdom]; in satisfaction; he will not

be visited with evil (19:23).

______ 5. Commit your works to the Lord, E. and the knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding (9:10).

______ 6. The fear of the Lord leads F. and all the things one 
to life; may desire cannot be

compared with her (8:11).

______ 7. He who has a slack hand G. but fools despise wisdom
becomes poor, and instruction (1:7).

______ 8. Listen to counsel and receive H. but shame shall be the 
instruction, legacy of fools (3:35).

______ 9. Trust in the Lord with all I. From His mouth comes 
your heart, knowledge and 

understanding (2:6).
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Inquiry-Action 2.5  (continued)

______ 10. My son, hear the instruction  J. but fools die for lack of 
of your father, and do not wisdom (10:21).
forsake the law of your mother,

______ 11. The wise shall inherit glory, K. for they will be a graceful
ornament for your head,
and chains about your
neck (1:8–9).

______ 12. For wisdom is better than L. but let your heart keep
rubies; my commands (3:1).

______ 13. The lips of the righteous M. and your thoughts will be
will feed many; established (16:3).

______ 14. The fear of the Lord is the N. that you may be wise in your
beginning of knowledge; latter days (19:20).

______ 15. Wise people store up knowledge, O. but the hand of the diligent
makes rich (10:4).

JAMES 3:17–18; 1 : 5

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
g e n t l e, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partial-
ity and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace by those who make peace. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach , and it
will be given to him.”
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