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12. Vine = Branches
wWERW ST
Abiding in Christ

AR B BRANCHES

Abiding in Christ

The vine and the branches provides the clearest and most

compelling picture of the abundant Christian life. Wonderful intimacy, constant devotion
and abounding fruitfulness all spring from a close abiding relationship with the Lord
Jesus. A good understanding of God’s dealing with us in light of His purpose transforms
our whole approach to life.
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__An Abundant Life

FREHINA

Have you ever felt distant from God? Most of us have at one time or another. As God’s
children, He has provided a way for us to stay close to Him
all the time.
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The analogy of the vine is one of the most illustrative pictures of our relationship with

Jesus Christ and our Father. Jesus’ words, enable us to better understand the intricate
bond we have with God.
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The branches draw their life from the vine. The outgrowth’s constant dependence upon
the vine is vital. The branches bear fruit only by being completely connected to the vine
and allowing the life juices flow through them. This is a picture of God’s people finding
fulfillment in life by staying dependent upon God our Heavenly Father.
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As we reflect upon this analogy, we will better understand why God cares for us the way
He does. For example, our Christian lives might be dry because we have drifted away
from close fellowship with Him. Many of our life problems can be resolved by purposely
focusing on our dependence upon Jesus Christ the vine and enjoying His presence. This
will be elaborated on below.
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Next ->

Our Goals

Remaining in Christ pleases God and produces more fruit.

A God our Father God carefully cares
is the gardener = for His people

B Christ is A God builds up ones life
the vine to produce more fruits

C We are the Remaining close to the
branches - vine produces fruit
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A God is the Gardener
PRI
He carefully cares for the vine
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1) God Cares for His People
1) ppIRBE M R

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener (John 15:1).
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God the Father is the planter and caretaker of the vine. The Father carefully prepares the
soil to receive the vine and then when the season has come and the timing is right, he
plants the vine. Carefully he cares for the vine, giving it what it needs and watching over
it to bring it to the time of harvest. When the harvest comes, he gathers from his labors

and delights in its fruits. God carefully cares for the needs of His people with the
expectation that we will bear fruit.
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2) God Deals with His People Differently
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Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, he lifts up,1 and every branch that bears fruit,
he prunes it that it may bear more fruit (John 15:2).
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What differentiates the two kinds of people in John 15:2? How does the gardener (the
Father) treat each of these people?
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1.

3) God’s Discipline of His Children
3) FIXEFHIEH
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For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines... . It is for discipline that you endure; God
deals with you as with as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not
discipline? (Hebrews 12:6-7)
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‘Lift up’ refers to way a gardener will pick up the plant out of the mud to protect it from

disease. In this Hebrew’s passage there are three principles to help us better understand
how God ‘lifts us up’ when we fail Him.
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Fact #1. God loves you. God doesn’t stop loving you when you sin.
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Fact #2. God disciplines all believers when they sin. , o¥" Money
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Fact #3. God lovingly uses discipline to bring His people out of sin.
A3 RN EHOR BT RO IR PR B IR

It is God’s desire for you to be close to Him. He disciplines you so that you will return to
Him. As we return to Him through confession, our intimacy with God is fully and
immediately restored.
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Application:

G REIVNEIKE

* Identify any difficulties you are facing in your life.
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* Observe if these problem might be related to disobedience.
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* Decide what needs to be done to change that decision.
PR T8 T B LS 2 R U X R DL E

* Confess your sin. Seek restoration in prayer, humility and love.
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* Praise Him for reconnecting you to Himself.
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B Producing More Fruits
) BHERT

He prunes it that it may bear more fruit.
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1) The Goal: Producing Fruit
1) HIY : 5587

The branches of the vine must be pruned regularly or they will grow out of control and
become entangled with other things which hinder the production of fruit. The branches
must be constantly watched and cared for. The cutting or cleansing here that Jesus is
talking about is the pruning or cutting back of the branches (John 15:1-11).
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If there is no pruning, the branches can get so large and heavy that they are no longer

productive. As Christians we can easily become comfortable and unconcerned about the
production of any fruit, but God remains concerned.
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2) The Process of Pruning
2) R

Pruning is an absolutely necessary step in order for more fruits to be harvested. Pruning
serves several purposes:
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* Removes diseased or dead branches.

* BPRiR ) BE R C &AL THIRCT -

* Ensures greater production.
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* Eliminates wild growth.

* HERAITICK -

Pruning is different than discipline. Pruning takes those who are abiding in Christ and
makes them more productive by some significant difficulty or life challenge. Discipline,
however, takes those not abiding in Christ through hard times so that they will repent and
return to the Lord.
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Self-examination Q) )
[

God our Father prunes us when necessary. But we can avoid some trials by self-
examination. Self-examination is that spiritual discipline by which we carefully examine
what we are doing in our lives and taking initiative to make changes so that we can more
effectively grow and bear fruit.
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Application: If my grape branches pruned themselves, then I would not need to do any
pruning! How can we work along with the Lord to improve things? Honestly answer the
following questions.
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* What might be draining your precious time and energy from what you are suppose to be
doing?
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* How might you ensure a more steady walk with the Lord?

* B AMBEAE VRPN 25 (R NI TEWE 2

* How can you better shield yourself from worldly temptations?

* (B RE (8 V05t B T ST E 2
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C Staying Close to the Vine
—HE SRR RERR

Abiding in Christ produces much fruit.
EAEHRER . > 4R 1

1) Abiding in Christ
1) fEfEEH

I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing (John 15:5).

FR WA ARNIRBT - WAREER > RO AMER > XANRBERT -
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To abide in Christ is to surrender your will and give Him your entire being: choosing to
yield, obey, and receive all that He has for us. It is to become like little children, totally
dependent upon Him for sustenance, protection, and guidance. Abiding does not produce
immediate maturity nor does it produce immediate fruit. Rather it is the promise of
becoming mature and bearing fruit ripe for the harvest. ]
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2) Understanding His Promises

2) BRI

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be
done for you (John 15:7).
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Through abiding in Him, and His Word having its effect in us, Christ promised that we
could ask anything according to His will and it will be done for us. Many take this
promise for their own selfish purposes, never committing themselves to the abiding

lifestyle. But those who follow its instruction will have what they ask, for they are full of
the Word of God and ask in accordance to the Word that abides in them.
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Reflection: Learning to trust God when teaching or doing evangelism has been a
challenge. If I am self-confident, then I don’t think I need Him. If, however, I feel
inadequate, it is easy to worry about doing an inadequate job. I’ve slowly learned that the
key is to always be consciously dependent upon Him. This starts when I realize that I
cannot do anything good and will remains unless He is in it. I need Him. The sincerity of
my prayer is dependent on how much I really believe that [ need Him.
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3) Chosen for a Purpose

3) #RA H Mk

You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name,
He may give to you (John 15:16).
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The better we understand God’s purpose for us, the easier it is to cross over tough and
confusing times. Notice here how God carefully chose us. He didn’t make a bad choice.
He chose us because He wanted us to experience His wonderful grace. He also chose to
do special and great things through our lives. And although God might do great things
through us to show God’s love and power to the world, we are always humbled to

remember that Christ the vine is the source of everything good. We are only His vessel
(branch).
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Application: Pray and thank the Lord for choosing you to carry out His mission. Affirm
your willingness for Him to use you.
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Summary
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God carefully oversees our lives and will discipline us when we do not obey Him.
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We will be pruned in order to produce more fruits. We need to trust Him during
this difficult process.
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When we stay close to Christ through obedience, Christ produces much fruit in
us.
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Take Home Projects

e Memory Verses John 15:4-5 2ifiXLET AWES15: 4-5

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you
are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.”
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* Develop intimacy with Christ

« HEBRFFRERIRR

1) Keep a journal of your spiritual walk with God. Note the things in your life that keep
you from abiding fully in Him. Ask God to remove these obstacles in your life one by one
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so that you can focus on worshipping Him. This is a spiritual discipline that we hope you
start here and continue on to the end of your life.
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2) Regularly thank Him and treasure His choice of you and all of God’s people. You are

special not because what you have done or will do but because He chose to work through
you.
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