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11. Husband = Wife HUSBAND
TR 5 FZET

Faithful to my commitment.

TR AR WIFE

Faithful to my commitment

God has designed and ordained the husband and wife
relationship. Hidden within this most intimate of relationships God also has given us a
special picture of His relationship with His people. Oneness speaks of unconditional
commitment, complete identification, whole affection and unending devotion. This also
provides couples with extra motivation to continually choose to build one other up in
speech, attitude and action.
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Becoming One

A — 1A
A couple caught in the euphoric state of engagement has not yet come to the reality of
what it is to live with another sinner. They live in the romanticism of their idealistic
hopes. The realities of married life quickly settle in once the wedding is over. A few
disagreements quickly subdue the glories of their special love. The disagreements don’t
mean that the couple has ‘fallen out of love’ as some might assume. Instead it calls them
to focus on learning how to genuinely love each other.
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Each spouse must learn to live by the rules for a good marriage. There are
not very many, but they are important. The Lord even gave us special [ oy
instructions on how to gain a great marriage. But the unseen foundation of _:‘ZE |
a happy marriage is one basic truth. Marriage is based on an unconditional
commitment. God declared “the two shall become one.” They don’t come apart.
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Commitment is the willingness to stay faithful and be kind no matter what happens.
Marriage is a ‘for as long as you both shall live’ commitment. That is the reason our Lord
uses the marriage relationship to further our understanding of the intimacy He desires to
have with His own people.
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Our Goals

Christ is the Head i omrediiari resmes
A anstistha tiead. anp Appreciate and respect

of the church my authorities

B The church is = Develop trust in Christ
Christ’s bride and my husband

C Remain faithful — Strengthen my
to each other relationships
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A Christ is Head
R RA SN SL

Understand and appreciate authority.
TR
1) Understanding Headship and Authority
1) BEREGL N R A AR

Authority is a very misunderstood topic. Let’s first see what the Bible says about this
matter. Fill in the blanks below from the verses below.
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For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the A, He Himself
being the savior of the body (Ephesians 5:23).
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is the head of
is the head of
T #3k 5 y 3k o

The ‘is’ in the above sentences leaves no question to the fact of these two assertions. Can
you without exception state this is so? Why or why not? Does a bad experience change
these truths?
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2) Crises with Authority

2) BUBRYEEE

If you have seen hypocritical leaders, insincere husbands or just listen to the media, you
might be one of the many people who strongly detest any form of authority. Along with
this critical perspective is a strongly negative attitude that anything good can come from
such an arrangement. Here are three challenges to confront and overcome in order to gain
a great marriage or a good Christian experience in the modern context.
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(1) Man believes he has a right to choose what he wants. He is ‘in charge’ of his own

destiny. Humanism considers authority evil including the idea of headship in the context
of Christianity or marriage.
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(2) Modern man believes that he can change his mind about prior commitments as he

sees fit. A person’s changing viewpoint is more important than a vow. Divorce and
remarriage become options.
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(3) Submissiveness or compliance is considered a weakness and quite unable to sustain a
person for normal living in the context of our modern world. It is looked at with disdain.
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3) Our Hope: The Word of God

3) FATIAE : PHEYIE

Because of the challenges to our faith, God has given us commands to direct us when we
are confused and unsure about what is right. In particular, God has given a similar
directive for both wives and the church.

Lord
Hushand

Wife
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Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. But as the church is subject to
Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything (Ephesians 5:22,24).
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These commands for the church and wives are not optional. All Christians must submit to

Christ’s commands. All wives must subject themselves to their husbands. In the above
verses, circle the phrase, “in everything.”
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Application: The need for a proper response demands a change in how we respond to the
one in authority over us.
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(1) Accept subjection as God’s best. Plan to always obey.
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(2) Confess bad behaviors and attitudes toward the one in authority over you.

(2) A AT A BRI N AT 9 B AR o 5 AR EA) S o

Lk 5 #ET 5



B The Church as Wife
HAEFET

Developing trust in His irresistible leadership.

FAAE PTG v] B Ay 27 6

1) The Commitment Questioned
1) A7 2 e

Some Christians question whether Christ needs to be a person’s Lord if He is their Savior.
This is like the wife that reserves the option to not submit to her husband. Marriage is
similar to our Christian faith in the way that the commitment seals how we respond to our
spouse or the Lord. Underline the husband and wife’s duties in the following verses.
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This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and
let the wife see to it that she respect her husband (Ephesians 5:32-33).
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2) Appreciating God’s Design
2) EAETR

Every time we depart from God’s design, we run into all sorts of problems. We tend to
assume our feelings or decisions are better than the Lord’s, They never are. Have you
been tempted to think that way? Probably. We all have. We need to resist those
temptations. It helps to understand that God gives us commands to help and protect us.

T RBAMR B A 5] ?ﬂl‘]ﬁtﬁﬁﬁé’]lﬁ] o BATTESEIEARRATRESE ~ AT
HSE EEMIB AT o (HASRIX PR o RS IX A R85 W ?ngff FAVEREXFE o
BAVERBEAHCH XA R o XA AT B IRAT TR 2] > $hehIRA A &2 0 T B3R
11> A TRPEAT -

- They remind us of God’s way even when our experiences tell us differently.
- ENHRERA T T AR - MERATA 2% -
- They arrange the relationship in such a way that there is no friction.

XL & R AT R R AR
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- They maximize the depth of joy.

- BN EIRIRE R RAL -

- They protect the unity from threatening forces.
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God’s commands preserve and aid in obtaining the very best whether it be in a marriage
or in our Christian life. Let’s look at the reason for this.
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3) Love Never Fails
3) BAASIEE

Christ loves the church. His love is constant and sure. He is very involved with all aspects
of our lives. We can trust Him during times of distress or confusion. We simply need to
trust Him as the Spirit of Christ leads our lives. The husband is given this same charge to
unconditionally love his wife. The wife needs to rest in his care for her.
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Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for
her. ... so husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies (Ephesians
5:25, 28).

WAMWESLRAY > EZARATIZET » IEMEEZH S > AUAEC - SR A
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The Christian and the wife both need to trust that all the love that is needed is always

provided. As they do, their tempers and persons will be sweetly shaped to allow God’s
love to shine through their lives.

PHYSICAL ONENESS
SOUL ONENESS
SPIRITUAL ONENESS

FEGE > ETHEME RN BT IRNTTEZRE » MR > RIS
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4) But if ...

Things are not always so easy for wives. What does Peter recommend? Underline the
phrase starting with, “even if ...”
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Y
You wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are

disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives
(1 Peter 3:1).

PRATWEE T 1Y > AR B CHYSER - XA H AR E WEBER LR > AT BRI
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Application: Thank God for your relationship with God and your spouse. Ask Him to
build up your trust.

PR ¢ CRORFIR o FIECH Z AT AR o R o TE SRS AR B IAFAE -

C Faithfulness & Charity
BRE

Living out our oneness.

5 BATHY«— 14>

1) Working Out Your Oneness
1) {6 HARATIE < —k”
Oneness, the indivisible unity in marriage, describes both the married couple as well as a

Christian’s relationship to Christ. Whether wading through some difficulties or just
enriching your relationship, use this teaching to help you!
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2) Never Two

2) AAjspIt

Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate (Matthew 19:6).

BEARINL » REAFRMDN > THR—EH T - BrUMBECEH > ARSI - (5
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As much as we might sense a strain in our relationship, we need to refuse to accept it.
This might sound a bit strange, but it is perfectly in line with what Jesus said. We affirm
our oneness and refrain from doing anything that separates: negative criticism, hitting,
yelling, name calling, blaming, etc..
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Reflection: When a wife has a moody day, she can get critical and antagonistic. A
husband can really feel the ‘twoness’ and can easily reflect that feeling by ignoring her
need for constant love. Instead, remember your commitment to her. You don’t feel like
loving her but consciously decide that you will love her. You will choose to be more
influenced by what is true - ‘the two are one.” Make a decision not to wound her but only
provide your support and care for her as if she was you (she is) (Ephesians 5:28). It
works. Anything less than this interferes with solving the real problem.

AE N A
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3) Pure and Faithful

3) ShTHAI

Jesus’ words “every one who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery
with her already in his heart” are well-known (Matthew 5:28). At times we will be
tempted to be attracted to another person, especially when our marital relationship is
experiencing rough times.
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We need to affirm a life of purity. As a single, you train your mind to steer clear of its

lustful path. If married, you remember your oneness and reject such wanton thoughts. Fix
your mind on purity even if you need to first repent.
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4) Kindness and Caring

4) R0

God’s commands help us affirm our oneness. “Bearing with one another, and forgiving
each other, whoever has a complaint against any one, just as the Lord forgave you, so
also should you. And beyond all these things put on love...” (Colossians 3:13-14).
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We affirm our oneness when we refuse to act on upon those actions that separate us and
deliberately decide to do those things that draw us closer together. Circle the actions
below that affirm oneness between a married couple.
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No divorce NEHS  Bitterness 1275 Complaints #3548  Yell W]  Listen 5Ny
Prideful {5y Put up with one anotherf{ Wit Critical ZHtPEN)
PatienceZlfit  Stubbornii[il  Love%

Application: Choose two areas that you will work on. Accompany your decisions with
concrete actions and prayer. See the take home project.
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Authorities are God-ordained. I will accept and respect them.

A BUBE G T BATIZRZ I BB -

I will always obey those in authority over me.

B L EMRAETZ L RIBURL -

1 affirm my oneness with my spouse by doing only those things that build up our
relationship.

C WAMERAMBAIBCHE & " — » MR BRATI R FR AR i 2155 -

Take Home Prol'ect5|

* Memory Verses Colossians 3:13-14

CIHELET RT3 : 13-14
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Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against any
one; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. And beyond all these things put on
love, which is the perfect bond of unity (Colossians 3:13-14).
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* Head & Toes

o SFARAAE Sk

What do you do when someone in authority over you directs you to do something that
you don’t like? Write your response down in your spiritual journal. Do this for at least
two situations. Be sure to include observations on your actions, words and attitudes.

Discern whether your response was pleasing to the Lord. Pray, confess any sin and
change your response to please Him.
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* Oneness Forever
* KIEE—

From part ‘C’ pick out two things that will help you to affirm your marriage. If you are
not married, that is fine, just do this with your relationship to the Lord. The same
application works. Write down the two areas on the left and actual steps to take that
affirm oneness.

NC e Y TR 4R T AR S RE G = VSRRV 505 - M R > 4
TR T URRI M I 56 2 TR © 7572005 FISPHTIE » 885 F SCBRAT BHE S04
ek -

(1)
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