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10. Cornerstone !  Stones 
·Á\AÁ 
God's design for me. 
���X���¿ 

!
Cornerstone ! Stones 
·Á !  AÁ 

The Scriptures tell us Christ was chosen to be the key foundation or cornerstone to God’s 
glorious spiritual building, His Temple. It is astonishing to discover that Christians are the 
‘living’ stones that comprise this spiritual building. Our unique position speaks 
powerfully about how we are to relate to Christ and to other ‘living’ stones! 

ƬoĘŜ�%ǰŝǓnâǠÉ
|GƩƼƬǜ�ŕŝǩó|ĶĿŴǫŝŴǪǬŮ
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!  

Jesus used many different symbols to describe Himself and His followers. The 
cornerstone is an architectural term. The cornerstone is the main foundation stone from 
which all other building blocks are measured and aligned. Christ is the cornerstone for 
the new spiritual temple that is being built. 

ǊǣEď��{��Ǟ
ǃū�I;G�êùìǬŝŴ�ĴƸƄƴǬŝŴ�ĴĨĶ

Ɯ�ŝǉǰĞ�ĶƜ��-ǰeǗǬŝǓ���nĴĨ�Ōǜ�ŝŴǬ 

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A 
costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be 
disturbed.  (Isaiah 28:16) 

V)Jã/�D|"÷��÷��êdZ�­ÁY÷S�µ·÷�gª#�ÁY÷
�ÐÕµ·÷kÀ�¦«Á÷E��
��&Éõǩ5ŠŬú 28Ǳ16Ǫ 

The Jewish temple was destroyed in 70 AD. What is this new ‘building’ that has Christ as 
the cornerstone? God appointed Christ to be the first and most important ‘stone’ in His 
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new ‘temple,’ the cornerstone. God positioned Him as the cornerstone of a specially 
designed building. Our hope is sure when we believe and follow Jesus Christ. 

ƲXƬǜnƭx�À70CǬ="Q"�5ŝǓ�ŝŴ��ǜ¹Ǯ�ƢċƝǊǣ|�
G�ǜ�4č;4���ŝŴǬâJǊǣ|�GÝ�ģô�ǜ�ŝŴǬ��%�h
ÂêùǊǣ5Hǰ�%�ǆ¾�~o!��Ū��ŦĪǬ 

This new temple is the church, the people of God all built on Christ. We who believe in 
Christ are the figurative stones that compose this building together forming the glorious 
new Temple of God where God dwells.  

���ǜ��õ�ǰ��Ĵİ�Ǌǣ��ǨŴ�â�3ÿǬ�%���hǊǣ�

��š@����Ƭǜ�[Ŵǰâ²��%LyǬ 

Next -> 
For we are the temple of the living God’ just as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people (2 Corinthians 6:16). !
��ë/Æh	<�aQpö[�� ��$��ëõ�D�£"÷���7 �
M¯n÷�7 �M
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6Ǳ16Ǫ 
  
 

!  !!!
� ��¬ 

A ãï¹z���¿ → yj���$��V@��¿ 
             B ãï�� �ñÁ → )ãï��!÷:ãï�� X�oS 
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!
Embrace God's Design 
¹z���¿ 

Christ embraced God’s design as cornerstone.ãï¹z
���¿÷SØë�·Á 

1) Christ’s Example 

1ôãï�ÎB 

Christ unquestionably embraced His Father‘s will for His life. He trusted God‘s design 
was best. He believed that all would work together to accomplish God’s great salvation 
plan.  “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious 
in the sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4). 

ǊǣŪ�ŞÈ�ƃ�G*Đ��ôŰǬG�hâ�G���ôŰ�4��ǬG�h
�	��Ĕ��@âư��ŻǡôŰǬ“JèAÁõÕ?�G
V½�÷u�G�
Ví{VkÀ�õ”ǩƐ!}ú 2Ǳ4Ǫ 

Circle the word in the above verse that states how people treated Jesus. Underline the 
words describing how God thought of Christ. 

ž75�Äø�Ƒū
bß<āǊǣ�ƄĒǬŰ7ǃū'tâ<Ǌǣ��³�Ƅ
Ēǯ 

2) God’s General Design 

2)����¿ 

The cornerstone is the main foundation stone that every other stone is aligned with. In 
order to erect a marvelous building, it must have a trustworthy and solid foundation 
stone. The whole building depended upon it. We know the Lord not only chose the 
cornerstone but also selected each building block or stone to build the walls. 

ŝŴ�ĴƸ4���ŕŝǰ	�ŝŴǰ�G�Ŵ�k�ĴĨ�yǬĴĨ��ąƋ�
Ƭǜǰ�ŕŝăź�(ĉ�ǰīƦ�ǨŴǬĝ�ĴƸ�Ĵİ���ŝǉ`�Ǭ�%
_Pâ�D¼�ǠÉŝŴǰ�¼�ǠÉi��ĴĨƤ�Ŵ�Ǭ 

Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:21-22). 

“�ó�SHô¦�7¨Ì�t�÷ÏÏ3�J�Øëõ� ��7QG¥ 3�
�Ë&Ø²¯n�V�õ”ǩ5Ǥ�ú 2Ǳ21-22Ǫ 

We as God’s people are part of this ‘temple’ construction. Circle the three phrases that 
describe what is being built. In order to fit in we need to accept how God has designed 
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and made each one of us. Remember that our lives are designed with this final ‘building’ 
in mind. 

�%�â�3ÿǰ��âǜ�š@Ç2Ǭ5�Äø�'t�Q"��nĴ¹Ǯž7
M���ǃū�ĭĒǬ��ǅ¿â��Ö�%ăźÅ¬â��%�Z�ôŰǬ½²
�%�*Đ���â�4ï“ĴƸ”aģôǬ 

3) Expansion of His Building 

3)�ë�á¥ 

The Lord expands His building by saving people.  Write down 2 passages that help 
explain this saving process.  

âĉ0ǒŻG�3ÿǄĴG�ƬǜǬĎ c�(5	ńxÞƏ��ǒŻ)ļ�Ä
øǬ 

4) God’s Specific Design 

4ô��^��¿ 

Think through your own life. Are there any things that you would like to change about 
your life?  Here are some that people want to change: background. physical features, 
socio/economic standard, race, sex, nationality, other. 

þĩ�I�*ĐǬ�Ų�)Ĉ Q"Ǯ	�
óď�Ĉ Ǳ�I�8ƖĸňǰĈ 
�I�±�ǰŚ�9ºǰoƊFƂǰ\ƌǰ��ǰ6Ǎǰ+	�GssǬ 

God wants you just the way you are! The ‘unchangeables’ are built into our life so that 
you can properly function well in His new Temple. There are things that we can and 
should change like our sinful thoughts and decisions. But the unchangeables must be 
accepted and embraced. 

�â�����]��Ǭ�\“�(Ĉ �”~oƹ¤�%�*ĐLǰ����bÍ
�%�â��ǜLk�Z��I�µǬ�Ū	�¯«�%(5Ĉ ǰ�ăźĈ ǰ
b�%ƙ�þ�;Ğ�Ǭ��=��(Ĉ �¯«�%ăźV�Å¬Ǭ 

We are to rejoice in our wise God’s design for our lives and serve Him just like Jesus did 
even if it means we are rejected by others. 

�%Ã��â��%*Đtħ�ģôazwǰ�%Ã�¥Ǌǣ=]ÈǢâǰáå�
]Z�Ư��
�æǕǬ 

Application: 

$Aw6ø 

1) Underline any aspect mentioned above that you have wanted to change. 

1ǪŰ75�èį�ð�jyǰ��Ĉ Q"Ǯ 

2) Confess your sin and ask for forgiveness by Christ. 

2ǪŸü��ƙǰ·)Ǌǣ¦Öâ�°Ʈǭ 
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3) Praise the Lord for making you just as you are! List at least 10 unchangeable things 
about yourself in the space below. Praise God for each of them.  

3)Yäâ��ǁĨ@T���Ǭ�5 ĺ710Ŗ��(Ĉ �NFǬ�i�ŖYä
âǬ 

!
Focus on Jesus 
)ãï��! 

Christ is now our cornerstone. 
>�·é�� �¦«Á 

1) The Foundation 

1ôµ· 

Each building stone is fit into the whole building by its alignment to the cornerstone. 
Circle the word ‘corner stone’ below. 

��i�Ŵ���Ø0ĴƸ�Õ�´Û�ǰ�5i�Ŵ������ĴƸƪ��
¢Ǭž75 “ĶĿŴ”�ƄǬ 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and are of God’s household having been built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,“ (Ephesians 2:19-20) 

�B÷� �RSm
÷/�¡÷�\ØÝQ*÷��,;�
�õvºG¥ �
�Ý/�C�µ·�÷	·éãï�9�¦«Áõǩ5Ǥ�ú 2Ǳ19-20Ǫ 

What makes up the foundation?  __________________ 

ŕŝ�ćQ"š@�¹Ǯ 

The foundational teachings of the church of God are established through the prophets 
from the Old Testament and the apostles from the New Testament. We must reject the 
teachings of those who differ with the scriptures because they reject not just the apostle’s 
teaching but Christ’s teaching as well. 

ŕŝ�õŭĘŜ�%â�ǜ�·)ſŘ�č_;�Ř�åƺĴ@�Ǭ�%�ƱĲ�
Ƭo�{��Gõŭǰ����õŭ�ŤæǕåƺ�õŭ�{]æǕ�Ǌǣ�õ
ŭǬ 

2) The Distraction  

2ô:
'!��³ 

One of the evil one’s tactics is to get our eyes off Jesus the Cornerstone. Some Christian 
pastors and teachers will seek to please others. They speak the compliments people like to 
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hear. Some focus on satisfying their pleasures. Paul gives us a caution on how we are to 
build. 

=�J
2&ǰ/J�%�§Ɔ�ñ�Ǌǣ�ŝŴ�õŐǰ�ƵŎ�Ǭ��ŝǓõ
ǖ×;õ×D���¡ƻG
ǬG%Ċ�
z���l
ƉĀG%Ǭ	��śƿ�
xëıG%�wťǬàƈèņ�%ÃÔbßǏǋĴĨǱ 

Let each man be careful how he builds upon the foundation for no man can lay a 
foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. ... Each man’s work 
will become evident ... because it is to be revealed with fire. (1 Corinthians 3:10-13) 

�}�V=��Ô÷�h��ÙL�oY÷¤��µ·÷	^
��O¥ õ5�
�
�æäiB��O¥ õ[�2UI¤��µ·÷��ãï·é÷|m%	

�¤^�µ·õÄ	
6~÷Ç÷kÁ÷¸�÷ðò÷��µ·�¥ õ�
�o
©�?¶Âõ[�24(�`�cL+
÷	�.>õ���gª�
�o©i
Bõǩŋŧ�}ú3Ǳ10-13Ǫ 

Everything will be judged by how well it complies to the Lord’s building codes. The 
building materials must match the foundation, which is Christ. Think about your own life. 
Which area do you have the most problem with? Put a check mark next to it. 

�	��Ĕ��ŕŔ�%�bßŞ�âǜ�ĴĨ
¨r£ĽǬâǜ�ƅŊăź��
ŝŴ�ǅǰ����;ǊǣŝǓ�ǅǬT�
���I�*Đǰ	ò�Ç2�+ľ
�	ª¸¹Ǯ¦�5 Ł½7
Ǭ 

      Pride: Trying to boost my ego by presenting a good image. 

      ß× øE±��¯«
ƔǛ�IǬ 

       Jealousy: Wanting the attention another person is getting. 

      Úàø���
�¬���ñǬ 

       Envy: Desiring something that another has to look ‘cool.’ 

       åàø��
	��]“.Ƈ�”¯«ǰ�&L���Ǭ 

       Critical: Making ourselves look better than another. 

        Ê¢ø®�0�I��
�ǯ 

We authenticate our faith when we look at and live by Jesus’ standard. Peter once asked 
Jesus about John’s future. Notice how Jesus’ response pulls Peter back to focus on Him. 

��%EǊǣ�ŁĢ
ǂÓǫoō�%�*[�$�ǰ�%ŉt��%�hƷǬƐ
!ĮªǊǣ�xŘǥ�Ą
ǬñuǊǣ�bß�Ɛ!�ñumĳdǊǣ����Ǭ 

“Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow 
Me”” (John 21:22). 

ãï07"÷�Ä�7K��
��]÷\���ö��e�1õǩŘǥÊí 
21Ǳ22Ǫ 

Application:  
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$Aw6ø 

Close this section with a prayer. Ask the  Lord to give you a heart that always focuses on 
Christ Jesus. Confess your tendency to  be distracted as noted by your check mark above.  
Commit that area of your life to the Lord and seek His deliverance. 

ǔĘǱ¦ÖâR��ų&ǰJ�Îï¶ñxŝǓǊǣǬŸü�b�yÉ�Ł½��
]	2&�ƥÆǬ��*[���jyĂƫRpǰƁÖâ�ǒŻǬ 

!
!

Teamwork & Love 
Qo & � 

 
Christians are living stones. 

·éÝ�AÁ 
!

1) Our Design  � ��¿ 

The Christian will never be able to get around having Christian ‘neighbors.’ God 
designed His building (temple) to be comprised of Christians. 

ŝǓƺ��|ŝǓƺ�“ǇŇ”ǰâ��	�ŝǓƺ|G�“ǜ”Ǭ 

You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ  (1 Peter 2:5). 

� 
�JOT÷��hAÁ÷G¥ 3�²Ü÷SØÑ�ì�÷Ë&ãï·éâ
Û�VÞÖ�²ìõǩƐ!}ú  2Ǳ5Ǫ 

Every Christian is a __________ stone. These stones are spiritually dynamic.  They 
change their shape and grow as needed! 

i��ŝǓƺ����_________ŴǬ��Ŵ��Ō��	m´�ǬG%ŕŔÕ�
Ĉ G%�ŏŽÂţ@�Ǭ 

!
2) Our Relationships   � �
»f� 

This is what we find in daily life. As Christians, we need to continually make adjustments 
to our expectations and deepen our understanding of one another. We need to be careful 
not to get upset when a fellow Christian disagrees with us or does things differently. 
Circle the phrase below that Jesus uses twice. 
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���%AÏ*[�oÏƟį�¯«Ǭ|�ŝǓƺǰ�%ăźĕø�%<G
�Á
¾ǰ�îƐÍ`v��ÞǬ�%ăź-&ǰ����G
�{u�%��³óZN
��%�{��T7Ñ¾�FƎǬ 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another (John 13:34). 

�ç=� �s��¾÷è��� Í|a�õ�iB�� ÷� ��iBa
�õǩŘǥÊí 13Ǳ34Ǫ 

3) Our Commitment � �ÃÓ 

Love is the oil that keeps Christians caring for each other. God’s love should deeply 
influence our own lives through two means: 

#�àãŝǓƺƐÍØŷ�ƠƨǎǬâ�#·)cjy
Úũ�%�*[Ǭ 

(1) Belief that other Christians are important and valuable. We find this true in the way 
that God has specially fitted them to be part of God’s temple. They are also ‘living’ stones 
just like us. A stone wall with missing stones crumbles rather quickly. 

(1) �h�G�ŝǓƺ����ţ�	çĬ�ǬâǠÉG%Zâǜ��Ç2ǬG%
;�%��“[”ŴǬ�ƣŴƤ(�u÷Ź��łŴ�aƾĜǝĦǬ 

(2) We are commended by Christ to “love one another.” No matter what happens, 
whether we wrongly suffer loss or shame, we are still to love one another. Our 
commitment is shaped by God’s love for us. 

(2) ǊǣĐŮ�%�“ƐÍ�#”ǬOý:*Q"NFǰOý�%���œ¬Ñůó
ìƽǐǰ�%ƗWƐÍ�#Ǭ�%�Ÿƛ�Å¬âEG�#
ǁĨ�%Ǭ 

One other principle is important. Because we are not perfect, we are to master 
reconciliation. We need to learn how to straighten out a relationship that has deteriorated. 

+	�����°śǬ���%���K�ǰ�%ăźû!ĕøǬ��%��ö	
�Ŏé�$�ǰ�%�û!bß,ĈŨǬ 

Reflection: I once shared a hotel room with a brother that was friendly enough, but we 
differed on how to carry out ministry. I could have pretended that everything was fine but 
that would have been deceitful. Instead I chose to love him. I purposely thought about 
him as a special member of God’s body. I couldn’t do without him. After prayerfully 
allowing these truths to touch my heart, I could really begin to care for his needs. The 
Lord led me to graciously share a few of my concerns. Other concerns I trusted into the 
Lord’s hands. 

_°ø	�^�;��;Ũ�ŵƒ{²��đĠĶvǰ��%�bß�rŶ2�ª
¸1�2ǟǬşW�(5ĥÜ�Ĕ�+�ǰ�)=�ƍ
�Ǭ�ġ9ǰ�ÉŃ,#
GǬ�Ýu�G�|�âǚ¢���Ç2Ǭ/	G����ZQ"ǬǔĘHǰâJ
��B�ơ����&ǰ�?ÎB�9ØŷG�Õ�Ǭâ­»�;G2q���
&Ǭ�G�NF�~oh&Ăƫ�â�SL�Ǭ 
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Application: Think of one Christian you have difficulty with. Because he is also a living 
stone, begin to think of him (or her) as very important. Because of his importance, do 
everything you can to encourage and help him. Even go the extra step and praise God for 
that Christian. 

$Aw6ø��ŵƒĚĵ��Ų	J�Y�&L	Ƙǧ�
Ǭ��G��âǜ
�“[Ŵ”ǰ?Îþ�Gó����Ǭ��G����ǰ¦�?ÎZ�ĤƕƓǫěń
G�NFǬƞĆZ�Ý��NFǰ�=�ŝǓƺƚKâǬ 

!  
lr 

I need to fully accept the way God made me. 
A ��bHyj�V® ��õ 

All my decisions must please the Lord. 
B �V	��W�����PÞ 

I must be committed to “love one another.” 
C ��Å@�“Í|a�”õ 

 
!  

!  

• Memory Verses              2 Corinthians 6:16   

• qîØIx�ø±¼�8� 6ø16 

For we are the temple of the living God’ just as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 

��ë/Æh	<�aQpö[�� ��$��ëõ�D�£"÷���7 �
M¯n÷�7 �M
�õ��S7 ��÷7 �S��(�õǩŋŧ�Hú
6Ǳ16Ǫ 

• Project  Reconciliation  

• ��FÈ 

Think of one fellow Christian where your relationship needs improvement. Follow these 
steps. 

ÉŃ��ŝǓƺǰ�;G/���öÕ�Ĉ¨�
ǬWHŕŔ5 �Čǘ
ZǱ 

1) In a prayerful spirit, detect if you have any fault. 

1ǪE��ǔĘ�ŌǰüBǂę�I�Ų	�Ǭ 

2) If  so, confess your fault to God. Overlook the other person’s offenses. 
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2Ǫbg	ǰ="ÆâŸü���Ǭ°ƮG
Ǭ 

3) Seek out an opportunity to apologize to that person. 

          - Confess your specific sin. 

          - Ask him to forgive you.     

3ǪÌf�;=�
Pǈ 

        -Ÿü�ŀ¢��ǭ 

        -¦Ö=�
�°Ʈ 

- If necessary make restitution.     bg	ă��lǰ|7űǑǬ 

Sometimes a person chooses not to forgive. You have done what is needed on your side. 
Keep praying for the person. Others take the opportunity to mention their sins and ask for 
forgiveness. That becomes a special blessing. Give thanks. 

	$�	�
��°Ʈ
Ǭ��Z���Z��ÐÕ�Z�NFǬ�=�
ǔĘǬ
	�
ś�Ÿü�I��ǰÂ¦Ö°ƮǬ=]�@���Ý��ŅÊǬ�YäGǯ 

We should keep going through this process until there are no missing apologies. Once 
done, all these issues move to the past. You can focus on building up your fellow living 
stones. 

�%�īã�]�ĕÞ)ļǰË�/	Õ�Pǈ��Ǭ�ƳĕÞ�ǰ="�J��
NF),Ǭ��ř�Ùm���
�â�“[”ŴǬ 

• Project Teamwork 

• ´§ÒSFÈ 

Did you know that the term ‘living stones’ wonderfully depicts the biblical concept of 
teamwork? Each stone closely fits together forming a whole wall. Teamwork greatly adds 
to the effectiveness and joy of work just so: 

�_P“[Ŵ”��Ƅ�K9ǃǌ�Ƭo�<őĹ��Ţ�Ǯi�Ŵ�ƐÍ�ąÏǀ
¿k�ĤǦ�ƣīƦ�ƤǬbg�%Ū�9E5 ��³
<āőĹµ|ǰ="ő
Ĺµ|�èeµ|ėƀǰÂåµ|Œë>wǱ 

(1) Someone clearly is in charge, Õ�tŪ���»Őìǰ 

(2) The team members are committed, and  őĹ@ÒƐÍėmǰ 

(3) The team members care for each other. őĹ@Ò�żØÃǬ 

Think about your marriage, family, church, colleagues in light of this concept. Are there 
any ways that you could do better in your position? Make any necessary corrections. 

T�ǰE�]�ƧĖþĩ ��ķƶǰ8Ɩǰõ�ǰ{NǬ|��Iǰ���	U
��jē
<āG%¹ǮZ�ă��Ĉ Ǭ
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