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10. Cornerstone = Stones

Ha5iia
God's design for me.

HER S ERITHR] STONES

God's design for me

Cornerstone ™¥Stones

Jefi -G
The Scriptures tell us Christ was chosen to be the key foundation or cornerstone to God’s
glorious spiritual building, His Temple. It is astonishing to discover that Christians are the

‘living’ stones that comprise this spiritual building. Our unique position speaks
powerfully about how we are to relate to Christ and to other ‘living’ stones!

XL ERRAN]  BEWMPBL MR ERWRE (SERAA - EA) 4N
PRI > BATL IS E R A M a0 o BRATMERHIHAL - A il T
FB R BB DL R HA ) T R B AR TR — 2

Built To Last |

Jesus used many different symbols to describe Himself and His followers. The
cornerstone is an architectural term. The cornerstone is the main foundation stone from
which all other building blocks are measured and aligned. Christ is the cornerstone for
the new spiritual temple that is being built.

HR 8k FVF 20 AN Te) (4 ook 18t B A EREES - SEA 2@ Biinil o B R

e .

BHZERY - RE RN > R o SVECR BRI R BN -

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A
costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed. (Isaiah 28:16)

Pt LEHRRIAR AN BE 38 - B > RAEB LI — P 3k > AENAREE » BB i sk -
AR > RRNEAA  ERMABAES - (LIFELH 28 : 16)

The Jewish temple was destroyed in 70 AD. What is this new ‘building’ that has Christ as
the cornerstone? God appointed Christ to be the first and most important ‘stone’ in His
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new ‘temple,’ the cornerstone. God positioned Him as the cornerstone of a specially
designed building. Our hope is sure when we believe and follow Jesus Christ.

MREBWE T ATCT0E o At 2R FEE HFATHIH IR 2 bt IR HRERAE
BT B B SE AR B B B o MLEERERAE AR5 B R B 2« S IRA TS
I EEEHRERLL G - AT ZIMC AR THENESR -

This new temple is the church, the people of God all built on Christ. We who believe in

Christ are the figurative stones that compose this building together forming the glorious
new Temple of God where God dwells.

XARBORAE B R AEIR R AN A AT R o FRATTX LU E HR SR A
WL XA R TS A AMETEFRA T B -
Next ->

For we are the temple of the living God’ just as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk
among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people (2 Corinthians 6:16).

P BB A 2 FEVE » ROAIRA TR KA o Stansh g 3t > REFEMATH
A A I R AE o FREEAA TR > M EERM TR - (BIRZES
6:16)

Our Goals |

A Christ embraced = Embrace God’s design

God's design for my life
B Christ isour = Focus on Jesus for
Cormerstone effectiveness

C Christians are Lovingly work
living stones g with other

FATHY H A
A HRERNRARAR AT TR — B2 phfe R A b BT i R
B HRGREBATH B — LAHRER Al - AL HRBRAESATT Sy BT A%
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A Embrace God's Design
I Al it By 1l

Christ embraced God’s design as cornerstone.HR £l i
TRl EEBRE A

1) Christ’s Example
1) HBGREYEEAE

Christ unquestionably embraced His Father‘s will for His life. He trusted God‘s design
was best. He believed that all would work together to accomplish God’s great salvation
plan. “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious
in the sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4).

HRfrify S MR R ACHE A AR i R T30 o AR 5 et S BT RIDRRBF I o AR5
JI A B — DR 58 B R BRRORETT R » “E 56 A o SRR BNRFERY » R
PR TRt o 7 (PAFATFH 2 - 4)

Circle the word in the above verse that states how people treated Jesus. Underline the
words describing how God thought of Christ.

H DL T o A N S o 15 HSBAR Tl E  Ja Rt b B o BSR4 7 FR Y 1)

i#

2) God’s General Design
2) P R TR

The cornerstone is the main foundation stone that every other stone is aligned with. In
order to erect a marvelous building, it must have a trustworthy and solid foundation
stone. The whole building depended upon it. We know the Lord not only chose the
cornerstone but also selected each building block or stone to build the walls.

SRR R ERAREE - T HAbRA kA e E B o JE AN IR
B HARBL U AT SERY » R A o BRSBTS LAER AR B o AT
FUEMA R AA RS > oK B RS SRR A 2k -

Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone in whom the whole building, being fitted

together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:21-22).

“B (HER) FEAIRG RSN o WO ER R o AR THL SR RIS O
MEA X RRERPTLE - (DLRRr 43 2 + 21-22)

We as God’s people are part of this ‘temple’ construction. Circle the three phrases that
describe what is being built. In order to fit in we need to accept how God has designed
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and made each one of us. Remember that our lives are designed with this final ‘building’
in mind.

AR F R >t B G5 - DL BB 3l T H 4 IEAEROE R 2 Pl
SRR EIE o 0 TSR ZEORBATL A MO T MR < e
AT A AR T R R A R BT 3 -

3) Expansion of His Building

3)FHBL Y i

The Lord expands His building by saving people. Write down 2 passages that help
explain this saving process.

PSEETRR MY 7 Ry @A 5 o 5 T AT DU B TR X MR PO R i =
0

4) God’s Specific Design

4) B TR

Think through your own life. Are there any things that you would like to change about
your life? Here are some that people want to change: background. physical features,
socio/economic standard, race, sex, nationality, other.

BEHOHAER o R OB 4 » AR ASFERE - HOCWRET = > 58
H OIS L » Ay - 500 P - V) > EEE > A HAR S

God wants you just the way you are! The ‘unchangeables’ are built into our life so that
you can properly function well in His new Temple. There are things that we can and

should change like our sinful thoughts and decisions. But the unchangeables must be
accepted and embraced.

{EANZE R XA R o X Pl AT SO T Bt A SR T AR fi B > o 1E R dite
A TE R AT BUE A BEMSUT B ORI T o BIA SEAR VG FATT AT DAL > b 0%
WFATVIRAEARFIOSE o (ERARLEA B PRV A VLA AR

We are to rejoice in our wise God’s design for our lives and serve Him just like Jesus did
even if it means we are rejected by others.

FA IR A EFATAE A IR A BT T B AR > FRATT R AR MR SR AR R A > B
e EXPHIDNGOE: J

Application:

&RV

1) Underline any aspect mentioned above that you have wanted to change.

1) W LA B R i AT JRAEESCE A4 2

2) Confess your sin and ask for forgiveness by Christ.

2) ARINREISR - 8 i HEERTE R i 5
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3) Praise the Lord for making you just as you are! List at least 10 unchangeable things
about yourself in the space below. Praise God for each of them.

3) R AR BIAERI R o FELUF 51 S TOTRAR AN AT SR R 24 = DB — TRk
i e

13 Focus on Jesus

LLHR 5% A L

Christ is now our cornerstone.

BUERL BRI EA A

1) The Foundation
1) A

Each building stone is fit into the whole building by its alignment to the cornerstone.
Circle the word ‘corner stone’ below.

R B~ SR RS R S T 2 Y > B DL SR IESF XA s il o —
& o Bl LU B AR -
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the

saints, and are of God's household having been built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, “ (Ephesians 2:19-20)

XAE o R EESEN > FORIR > RS ZAERE > RAKEONT o HHBEsE
FELEANSEANAAREE | > fAREERGRA C N EAA o (LUBFH 2« 19-20)

What makes up the foundation?
IRELRE i+ 2 4RI WE 2

The foundational teachings of the church of God are established through the prophets
from the Old Testament and the apostles from the New Testament. We must reject the
teachings of those who differ with the scriptures because they reject not just the apostle’s
teaching but Christ’s teaching as well.

HREL B BONE PR FRA ARG BB AL [H 20 Se SN A A G Ay - FRAT ISR
ELAE B HABZON > B A X LB HE R AEE RS0 R AR HE 7 1 HE SR 2
e

2) The Distraction

2) ENGOHIER

One of the evil one’s tactics is to get our eyes off Jesus the Cornerstone. Some Christian
pastors and teachers will seek to please others. They speak the compliments people like to
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hear. Some focus on satisfying their pleasures. Paul gives us a caution on how we are to
build.

ABLELE N30 - BEEFRATHY AR R B HR SRR 3 A RIS > RAGH) - —SEE
OITAN N R R T U o ABATTHER N BT B TR R A GEMAT] - A —Le i
TR AT R o RD S BEFRA B AT AR o

Let each man be careful how he builds upon the foundation for no man can lay a

foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. ... Each man'’s work
will become evident ... because it is to be revealed with fire. (I Corinthians 3:10-13)

FHFPT AR > IR — NI R ISk > SihF TAREE - ARINAE B o R
5 NEEEEAAE LIS o FOVIRC & SLIFAIAREL » R ERERELE - HAHRA A
RESL B HYAREE « AN B FA 0 R RAE > 7R Bidtis - S AL
PR EEE - FOVARH 72 BRI R » BRI o XK ERRTA NI TFE
ko (FRMRZ A3 ¢ 10-13)

Everything will be judged by how well it complies to the Lord’s building codes. The

building materials must match the foundation, which is Christ. Think about your own life.
Which area do you have the most problem with? Put a check mark next to it.

JIr A B — DR AR T AT e DA B ) S 3 R A Tt = R AR R A B
SRR > MR B RISSRA AT o BLER AR SRk i o A TBRE A R 17
FEAT AN 2 JH7ELL T ARICHIR -

Pride: Trying to boost my ego by presenting a good image.

B ¢ RIAMRRIZRPERIRIE A C -

Jealousy: Wanting the attention another person is getting.

B AR N Z BIHYRIE -

Envy: Desiring something that another has to look ‘cool.’

WEAR : MHNA T AR RER ARV o RO AR pr(?/ %

Critical: Making ourselves look better than another.

HIF : BAEE A O !

We authenticate our faith when we look at and live by Jesus’ standard. Peter once asked
Jesus about John’s future. Notice how Jesus’ response pulls Peter back to focus on Him.

BIATHIHRERE PR R B ~ e AT A G B I > AT ER T FRATTHIAE 1 ©
1518 I HRBAOC T LI IR o T R HB SRR AT 5 45 45 A0 T = s Il HIS R ey B B -

“Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow
Me”” (John 21:22).

HRER Xt 5t > B ZAl S B BRI > SARATT 2 ARERAIRIE - (ZyitE s
21:22)

Application:
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&RV
Close this section with a prayer. Ask the Lord to give you a heart that always focuses on

Christ Jesus. Confess your tendency to be distracted as noted by your check mark above.
Commit that area of your life to the Lord and seek His deliverance.

B o TR IR B o IEIRIGE L TET IR HRGR o ARIAPRIN_ Bk P bRic e —
FEAT ORI B ORAE TR BT T AR FELR T RMHIIRHL -

C Teamwork & Love
T & %

Christians are living stones.

FBERTA

1) Our Design FATTH X

The Christian will never be able to get around having Christian ‘neighbors.” God
designed His building (temple) to be comprised of Christians.

FBEAREIEE PR 4RI > MR AT HISE B GEAE b -

You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (I Peter 2:5).

PRATIREBIEMAT > QR4 - SISO R E - AEREME A - R E 7
BRAPPT DL RAS o (BURRTHS 20 5)

Every Christian is a stone. These stones are spiritually dynamic. They
change their shape and grow as needed!
B EEERE A Ao XA AER BRA R o MR IE T

BB ATTRTARIF B -

2) Our Relationships AR A Bk &

This is what we find in daily life. As Christians, we need to continually make adjustments
to our expectations and deepen our understanding of one another. We need to be careful
not to get upset when a fellow Christian disagrees with us or does things differently.
Circle the phrase below that Jesus uses twice.
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XSEFATTH AT o 2 il S RV o AR IREGE > FRATT T T FRAT TR A 35
B IR Z BB o AT > AREE A NS R EFRA B B
AT FE R P R BRI G SE -

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you,
that you also love one another (John 13:34).

HIGBARNT 5B 2 > THRMRTE A% © BUEREZARNT > AR S SR
%o (ZJitaE 13 1 34)

3) Our Commitment 34771 &3

Love is the oil that keeps Christians caring for each other. God’s love should deeply
influence our own lives through two means:

5 DR H B AR L R BS80S L A 7 T R 2 MR B A1 TR A 35
(1) Belief that other Christians are important and valuable. We find this true in the way

that God has specially fitted them to be part of God’s temple. They are also ‘living’ stones
just like us. A stone wall with missing stones crumbles rather quickly.

(1) AR{E oA ) BB e AR T 2 H R AN (ERY o PeARsde fo (T MABCR BUER) — &R 40 o AT ]
FNFATERRTE A o —IE AT BERRER 1 —HUf Sk s 5 4 -
(2) We are commended by Christ to “love one another.” No matter what happens,

whether we wrongly suffer loss or shame, we are still to love one another. Our
commitment is shaped by God’s love for us.

(2) HRbkan & FRATEBMAEZ” - TIREEMN2FE > TIRTATE ELERLZ M EL
B AR WAWIIRBAZE - FATTHIAR T 2 32l At A 2 R B FRAT]

One other principle is important. Because we are not perfect, we are to master
reconciliation. We need to learn how to straighten out a relationship that has deteriorated.

A —ANEERFN o FOGEANTRATERL - RATDIER T - BRI RE
AU > ATV B A ] R

Reflection: I once shared a hotel room with a brother that was friendly enough, but we
differed on how to carry out ministry. I could have pretended that everything was fine but
that would have been deceitful. Instead I chose to love him. I purposely thought about
him as a special member of God’s body. I couldn’t do without him. After prayerfully
allowing these truths to touch my heart, I could really begin to care for his needs. The

Lord led me to graciously share a few of my concerns. Other concerns I trusted into the
Lord’s hands.

WAE = A — KNSR B 5 SL AR — N5 B ) - AE AT R iy SeA 7 HR 43 # )
R T o3 o BARTR AT LMBE — UI#RIR I > A AR Y  AHBC M » Bt L%
il o FRAF TR 2 MR PRA LB —f 0 o BEARW AR 24 - &5 > #iik
XA FEEE] T RALG - FBITIEFIE M RBUh A 75 2 o Piiir A 7 3R %
O o HABA SEER ELE ORI My FRT -
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Application: Think of one Christian you have difficulty with. Because he is also a living
stone, begin to think of him (or her) as very important. Because of his importance, do
everything you can to encourage and help him. Even go the extra step and praise God for
that Christian.

AR+ AEARLSR SO AH R PR A LRI B FRIZII N o R At 2 i B8
A& A T AR SRR M B R B o PR Ml A BB - S URTT AR RE A i ~ 37 Bl
A S o B AR S - RSB E TS -

Su mmary

582

b=

I need to fully accept the way God made me.
A BESEERZ AT AIER K -

All my decisions must please the Lord.

B A R PR Z A 21 S

I must be committed to “love one another.”

C BT EN“BEBEAHEZ” -

Take Home Projects|

* Memory Verses 2 Corinthians 6:16
LIMELET : AAKZ)ET6: 16

For we are the temple of the living God’ just as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk
among them,; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

PRV RA T 2 RINE > BORIRA TR LA o SLAnPhE 3t - BEALEMATTH
A > AR RAE © FREMFMATHI R > AIEMERA TR - (B A
6:16)

* Project Reconciliation

* RS %

Think of one fellow Christian where your relationship needs improvement. Follow these
steps.

RN REGE - ARFNA/ AR OC R TR E BRI o SRRARYE LN B 5 BOR A
1) In a prayerful spirit, detect if you have any fault.

) A—HERR > AEFEHCES AN -

2) If so, confess your fault to God. Overlook the other person’s offenses.
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2) WRA > IARPARINREIEE o BN
3) Seek out an opportunity to apologize to that person.
- Confess your specific sin.

- Ask him to forgive you.

3) FALSFIRA N GE
TRNREARHIE 5
-SRI N B i A
- If necessary make restitution.  QIRAG LERITE > 1EHAME -

Sometimes a person chooses not to forgive. You have done what is needed on your side.
Keep praying for the person. Others take the opportunity to mention their sins and ask for
forgiveness. That becomes a special blessing. Give thanks.

AR NN TN o RESA LR SRR 0 T A G o IR A
AL N2 AN H SRS > FFIERIEI o BRI — AR R PURE - ZERGHb |
We should keep going through this process until there are no missing apologies. Once

done, all these issues move to the past. You can focus on building up your fellow living
stones.

TNV E R XA PR - BRI HEEMA 1 o — B T - B2tz
FEE L o REETR S NI TE A
* Project Teamwork

5l NVIY (S

Did you know that the term ‘living stones’ wonderfully depicts the biblical concept of
teamwork? Each stone closely fits together forming a whole wall. Teamwork greatly adds
to the effectiveness and joy of work just so:

PRENE WA XA ) SE R M4 T 24 EXT A AR & S 2 AN Lk B IR H W)
B A RERS R — 35 WR [T 58 o A SRFRATTA S A LT B 0k % 15 AT A A > JIR4 M
BN TAER 2 e TAERCR » I TAE R PR -

(1) Someone clearly is in charge, 552 BH At — 45 S >

(2) The team members are committed, and [ BA il 72 i %5 7

(3) The team members care for each other. [ A i, 53 AH H B, o

Think about your marriage, family, church, colleagues in light of this concept. Are there
any ways that you could do better in your position? Make any necessary corrections.

SUtE » JEUKHERTRE RSB T RIS > B2 2 WP - fEhAT  RARHE
EiG 7 AR 2 (B TR
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