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9.Redeemer = Chosen
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God's design for me

WAERATTE LR CHOSEN

Belonging to Him

Although this business term ‘redeemer’ (purchaser) seems impersonal, it actually plays
an important part in strengthening our personal devotion to God. Once we comprehend
what we are worth (nothing; deserving of judgment) and understand what God paid for us
(Christ’s life), our hearts are moved by His love. Humbled by His love, we respond by
joyfully serving others for His glorious name’s sake.
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Many people struggle with being unwanted. As the family structure deteriorates, self-hate
grows. By experiencing rejection from busy parents, they question if they have any real
value. Without love, they do not know how to love. They feel ‘in the way.’
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No matter how much we feel rejected by others, God’s family is very different. God
genuinely cares for us. His love is announced, proved and deliberate. “He chose us in
Him (Christ) before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless

before Him” (Ephesians 1:4).
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God mentions His special choice of us throughout the scriptures. His choice for us
reveals His special attention and favor. “Yet on your fathers did the LORD set His
affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all
peoples...” . (Deuteronomy 10:15).
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We know God loves us by the way He sent Jesus Christ, His One and only Son, to die and
pay for our guilt. The righteous died for us the unrighteous. As we allow this truth to
touch our hearts, we are greatly humbled and overwhelmed as to why God would choose
us to be His forever.
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God Chose Us
7 PRI PAT]
Valuing His Undeserved Favor
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1) The Need for God’s Grace
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We make purchases all the time. We might buy some vegetables or a book. Before buying
an object, though, there is a point of selection. We must make a decision as to what we
will buy. While looking over the product, we consider the quality, usefulness, and costs.
In some cases we actually purchase the item.
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Our value does not come
from ourselves but upon

what it cost to redeem us.
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Salvation is like this, but it has its differences. We had no inherent value of our own.
Even though all of mankind was made in God’s image, we had sinned against Him. The
only thing that we really deserved from Him was to be judged. “A/l of us like sheep have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6). He later says, “Your
iniquities have made a separation between you and your God” (Isaiah 59:2). A few good
works or even a lot of them is not going to eliminate our sins. No one is an exception. We
all need God’s grace.
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2) Restraining Grace
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The Lord shows a general love to all. He provides food and rain. Through governments
and cultures He restrains our tendency to sin. Note how the Lord holds us back from
sinning even more. “Except the Lord of Hosts had left to us a posterity, we would have
become as Sodom, and would have resembled Gommorrah” (Romans 9:29). By God’s
grace we are not as bad as we would otherwise be.
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3) Special Grace
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The Lord in His marvelous kindness decided to rescue a great host of people from their
sins. He would restore their relationship with Him. He did not have to do this. He chose
to do this. This is the reason it is a dishonor to think that one deserves to be saved. Once
it is deserved, then it is no longer grace but works, something worked for and earned.
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“So then it does not not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God
who has mercy” (Romans 9:16).
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“You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear
fruit” (John 15:16).
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We are humbled by this truth. He chose us (elected us) in Christ not because we were
better or greater but only because He wanted to bring His favor into our lives. We were
selected. From eternity He chose us in Christ to be His own. “And He did so in order that

He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which he prepared
beforehand for glory” (Romans 9:23).
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Reflection: For over a year my sons would run up and down the streets looking under
cars and behind trees for any empty can that others threw away. They treasured what
others rejected. An elderly man would come by with his truck and collect all the gathered

cans. The proceeds from the unwanted cans would help out medical research. God
likewise chooses the rejected.
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Application: We don’t deserve to be chosen by God for His special work, but as His
people we are. Quiet your heart and give thanks to God for choosing you to be His
special child forever and ever.
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B God Bought Us
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Love’s High Price ZEN

1) The Commitment
1) K

Decisions require a commitment. We can say, “I like that!” when talking about some
piece of clothing in a store, but it is not the same as buying it. Some people ‘window
shop.” They only look at what is for sale rather than purchasing something. God in a
generous mood could have said that He wanted to save us. But that is not the same as
actually saving us. The Lord followed up His desire to save by committing Himself to do
what was necessary to save us.
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2) The Meaning of Redemption
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The word ‘redeem’ and ‘redemption’ come from the meaning ‘to buy.’ In our case we
were handed over to God’s wrath and were under Satan’s control. God redeemed (bought)
us by Christ’s blood, not with money or other things.
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You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of

life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished
and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19).
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The above word ‘redeemed was used when a slave was bought “You were bought
from another person. Ownership was transferred at an agreed with a price”
cost. “For He (Father) delivered us from the domain of darkness, 1 Corinthians 7:23

and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).
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3) The Purchase Price

3) EHr

Some people don’t realize the reason Jesus had to suffer. They say they like Jesus’ love
but don’t like the blood and gore of the cross. They go together, however, and cannot be
separated. In order to carry out God’s commitment to really save us from His own wrath,
He sent Christ His Son to suffer and die to for us. The cross reminds us of God’s real
commitment to save His people.
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The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed...,
the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him (Isaiah 53:5-6).
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Underline the three times in the above verse where the transfer of penalty from us was
taken by Christ. The iniquity and its judgment was ours. God can’t overlook sin, but His
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justice does accept a substitute payment. That is, Christ paid our debt for us. He died for
us.
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“You were bought
with a price”
1 Corinthians 7:23
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Because of sin, suffering is sometimes required in order to accomplish a greater good.

This is what God did through Jesus Christ. Now with His resurrection we see the greater
good come about in our forgiveness.
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Application: Being able to accomplish God’s will is more important than having a
comfortable or easy life. God might even call us to suffer or be persecuted for His
Name’s sake. Tell the Lord that He is more important than your possessions and even
your life.
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We Belong to Him
BATE T

Expressing God’s kindness to others.

Kerp iy RER B Al
1) Working with Difficult People
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We all have difficult times. Most of these hard times have to do with difficult people.
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Jesus, for example, suffered because of the jealous leaders around Him. God used His
suffering to accomplish a greater good.
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Christ trusted God that everything would work out just right. And it did. In the same way
we need to trust God that our difficult circumstances are fully under His control. We have
a lot to learn so that we can properly respond to these people. We must focus on being
like Christ. Notice the attitude below.
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Choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing

pleasures of sin (Hebrews 11:25).
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2) Responding right to Difficult people
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When we rightly respond to difficult people, we communicate both God’s wisdom and
love. Poor responses are marked by anger, bitterness or jealousy. Instead of liberally
showing them God’s kindness, we hold their sin against them. Here are some ways to
graciously treat others as God has treated us.
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#1 Make a decision.

Decide to always treat people better than they deserve.

#1{E
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#2 Remember God’s love.

God’s love for you never stops. Even if other people poorly treat you, your value doesn’t
come from their actions toward you but from God’s eternal kindness in Christ Jesus.
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#3 Pray for your enemies.

Pray for your enemies. Never take revenge.
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#4 Rejoice in God’s wisdom.

Exert your trust in God by thanking Him on how he will specially care for you in such
difficult times. You don’t need lawsuits. You need Him to be your advocate.
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#5 Make most of each opportunity.

Consider it your privilege to pass on God’s love on in what would be otherwise a very
evil situation.
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#6 Don’t budge.

Don’t move from your commitment. It doesn’t matter if it is your friend who betrays you

or that you lose your house or job. Loving an enemy is a great miracle of God, and He
has chosen you for the task. Do it well for His glory.

For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with
patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this
finds favor with God. (1 Peter 2:20).
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Application: Make a decision to treat everyone better than they deserve. Consciously

think and pray for those that might offend you such as your: spouse, child, parent, friend,

colleague or crazy driver. You are going to replicate God’s love towards you in Christ to
those who don’t deserve it.
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I will always be grateful to the Lord for His choice for me.
A BT Rk T

I will do God’s will no matter how difficult it is.
B it jt & 24 WHER % > AL IRAE M EE LM -

I have made a decision to be kind to others as God has been gracious to me even
when it is hard.

C REMRAE > (R B ZRMNLF > BRI R X 153K

- Take Home Projects

» Memory Verses Colossians 1:13-14 « jgifiX4 =1 AP A 1 : 13-14

For He (Father) delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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* Deepen our Devotion
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We are owned. We are esteemed precious. We can tell from the very price of God’s Son
Jesus Christ how much God loves us. We now belong to Him. Our hearts are filled with
loyalty, love and duty. He has redeemed us to be His forever.
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Set aside 15 minutes three times this week to meditate on this truth. Write down
below when you will do this. You can use any verses that you know of to help
you ponder on the God’s love. Think about how special it is to be His and how
undeserving you are to receive His grace. You have the option to write down your
thoughts, but do find another person to share your thoughts with.
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* Endure hardship

B

List the hardest thing you had to do in order to be faithful to God. Did you do it? What
was the result?
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Identify three difficult people or situations you now face in your daily lives in your
spiritual journal.

FEVR A IR R H RS HC T R B A T A 10068 FA) =4 R R HE RN B

#1

#2

#3
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