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8. Master ™ Servant

EAEPA

Devotedly serving God and others
2Rl SERVAN

Devatedly serving God and ofhers

Adam and Eve resisted God’s rightful ownership almost from the start. We find that we
still have the same problem—we want no master. Fortunately, our very patient Lord sent
Jesus to show that being God’s servant is not bad at all. Everyone is a slave to someone.
The key, Jesus explains, is to serve a good master and trust His will to be the best thing
for you. It sounds risky but it isn’t considering your Master is also the One that designed
and greatly loves you.
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Master ™#Servant FA5IFA
Follow the Leader |
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Many people gauge success by how many people are ‘under’ them, that is, by how many
people work for them. The world looks up to these business leaders.
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Jesus shook the world’s assumptions by declaring that fulfillment in life comes through
serving others rather than being served. In the spirit of God’s love, Christ, the Servant
Leader, perfectly modeled excellent service.
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For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake,
he is the one who will save it (Luke 9:24).
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Jesus served well. A master or boss gives commands, sets the agenda and tells his
workers how to fulfill his directions. Jesus Christ discerned His Father’s will, denied His
personal preferences and purposed to do what was asked of Him. Jesus as a good servant
was rewarded for His rigorous labor.
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Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which above
ever name ... to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11)
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A servant seeks to please his master. In order to properly fulfill his master’s needs and

wishes, the slave must give up all his own rights and purposes.
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Our Goals
' Christ devotedly Be fully available
}—> served the Father to serve God
IE We are servants to Willingly obey
Christ our Master Christ
I We are to serve ‘ Be committed to
s one another practically serve

others
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A Available to serve God
SREEE M

Making ourselves totally available to serve.
WENREL L
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When we assert our personal rights, we have clashes with other people. The solution for
this kind of conflict comes by following Jesus’ own example of humble service. He
deliberately gave up His own rights so He could serve.
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1) Christ’s Example of service

1) HRERAFZ2 IR

Perhaps no passage so clearly identifies Christ’s willingness to make Himself totally
available to God and others than Philippians 2:5-8.
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Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.
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Underline the kind of attitude that Christians are commanded to have in the above verses.
Notice the three different stages of humbling that Jesus experienced so that He could
effectively get God’s work done. Jesus, who chose to serve, is our example.
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2) God’s Choice of Service
2) PhXPARZR IR

Jesus didn’t come to do what He Himself wanted but to do His Father’s will. We often try
to get out of hard situations. We think we deserve better.
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For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me (John 6:38).
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(4R 6 : 38)

3) God’s Means of Training His Servants
3 ZRAP B J5 5K

In order to make significant changes in our lifestyle, we first need to make fundamental
attitude changes. Once we desire to serve someone, then we do not mind going out of our
way to help him. The apostle in the above verses commands us to have the same
approach to life as Jesus did.
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4) God’s Testing of His Servants
4) XA A B

There is no doubt that some of our greatest temptations will be to give up when the going
gets tough. Jesus faced extreme temptation at Gethsemane. Note how much Jesus’
struggled. And yet, He persevered doing right!
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Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not my will, but Thine to be
done (Luke 22: 42).
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Reflection: We were excited over our free tickets to the symphony. We later discovered
that a special church service was scheduled for that night. I know my wife would be
disappointed if we didn’t go, but I knew what God wanted me to attend. I returned the
tickets and trusted God for His special peace. We could serve together praying for others
and trusted God to care for our needs.
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Application: State the last time you were tested. How did you respond? Make a short
prayer stating your willingness to always follow God’s orders.
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B Willingly Obey Christ
/. \Jl_n llﬁﬂﬁ%g

We are servants of Christ our Master.

FATR I I E DA
Jesus not only told His twelve disciples to follow Him but everyone who heard His

message. Jesus is our Master; we are to do His will. Our faithfulness will be determined
by how fully we obey His words.
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If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be;
if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him (John 12:26).
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1) Description of a Servant

DI SEfipus

In Jesus’ day, a servant and a slave were the same thing. They were owned by the Master.
The slave existed to do his master’s will. The disciples never hesitated to do the will of
the Lord Jesus. They asked Him questions, but they obeyed Him partially out of
deference and partly out of trust. They believed Jesus would lead them in the right way
and He always did.
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2) Discerning your Master

2) PRUTMERAR Y E
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We need to examine our own lives. Is Christ really our master? Do we really submit to
Him? Jesus Himself told us that the one to whom we submit is our master.
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Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of
sin” (John 8:34).
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... By what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved (2 Peter 2:19).
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3) Deciding on One Master

R 4%

Many of us struggle with someone being our master. So many seek our service or loyalty!
A servant, however, cannot serve two or more masters. He must be loyal to one. Clearly
identify any struggles and make your commitment clear.
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No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or
else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Luke
16:13).
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4) Deliverance to Serve Christ alone!

4) HLHFRERE FERGR

Christ in fact has set us free from complying to our selfish desires. The sinful nature that
produces those desires is called the ‘flesh’ or ‘old man.’ Through faith in Christ, we are
freed from ourselves to serve God instead. “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11). The desires might be there, but we
don’t have to follow them.
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Christ is our new master. We are no longer obligated to follow the flesh’s desires. You
might be tempted to lie, steal or follow sexual lusts. These desires are trying to claim
your obedience. Instead focus on your obligation to follow Christ. Reject the feelings and
thoughts of those desires. Set your mind on Christ through the Holy Spirit and your
promised obligation to serve Him.
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For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace
(Romans 8:6).

PR » BIESE - IREER > Ty o P& - (P EHA58:6)

Application: Are you aware of the tension created by your old desires trying to make you
serve them? How did you respond to the last temptation you faced?
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C  Practically serving others
1E 2 bR AR A ARt A

Serving others as Christ served.

I —HE A A

Christ had a lot to say about serving one another. 3¢ 40 H k{7 > FEEH 152 W),

1) Christ’s Command to Serve

DB iy & BT 5 At A

Service is no option for His disciples. As Christ’s disciples, we are to love one another.
We are actually commanded to love our brothers and sisters. “This [ command you, that
you love one another” (John 15:17).
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2) Christ’s Example of Humble Service
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Jesus gave us an example of how He wants us to serve others.
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You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the
Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I gave you an
example that you also should do as I did to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not
greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him
(John 13:13-16).
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Underline the words master and slave in the verses above. What is Jesus commanding
His disciples to do here? Circle your answer.
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3) Leadership is Characterized by Service
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Service is a special characteristic of those who are in any form of Christian leadership.
Note Jesus’ startling words.
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And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be
greatest. And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those
who have authority over them are called ‘Benefactors. But not so with you, but let him
who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the servant. ...
But [ am among you as the one who serves (Luke 22:24-27).
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» What were Jesus’ disciples arguing about?
c TIEEFHE T 4 2

* Underline the two opposing forms of leadership in the passage above.
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4) Faithful service brings great rewards

4) FE I A i R A ELOR A [e] 4

In the parable of the talents Jesus revealed God’s delight in rewarding those who
faithfully serve Him. A ‘talent’ is a large sum of money (eg. 100 pounds of sliver).
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The one also who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted
to me two talents; see, | have gained two more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master’ (Matthew 25:22-23).
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* How did the servant faithfully serve His Master? Circle your answer above.

o XA N AR At A 2B 2 e TP R AR A 26

Application: Reflect a moment on your attitude toward serving others. How do you
joyfully serve others through the things that God has given you whether it be wealth, a
home, strength, knowledge or natural talent?
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Summary

We selflessly serve the Father as Christ did by making ourselves available to do
what He wants.
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We regularly and readily obey Jesus.
B FRATELRE N SR IR - HR 6K

We joyfully and faithfully serve others.
CIATE R st IR Al A
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Take Home Projects

e Memory Verse: Philippians 2:5-7 0L kb2 - 5-7

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
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 Find and Serve  FiZAIIRER

Do you notice needs of others and ask whether you can help them? This is the task of
every Christian. Discover three special needs you could meet. Ask God to help you fulfill
those needs and do what is required with a servant mindset.
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* Using your wealth to glorify God
o PR B0 B SRS i

We are stewards of what the Lord has given to us including our knowledge, talents and
wealth. Do you give to God’s work (the church) each week? Christians should give at
least ten percent (tithe) of his real income. This is obedience. Begin to consider how you
can strategically invest your resources to advance His kingdom? For example, maybe this
year you can plan to give 5% to missions. Add a bit each year!
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* Taking Christ to Work
o FHHRSRAYAE A T

We all seem to have someone that asks us to do things. This might be your boss, parent or
government official. Some of us proudly think that ‘our way’ is better than what we are
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being asked to do. When we do it our way, we often feel like we need to lie. Confess this
as sin. Do all things the way you are directed. Combine this compliance with an ‘I really
want to be God’s blessing to > attitude. Note the things you need to change in your
spiritual journal along with the results.
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