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7. Priest !  People 
ü§V$� 

Learning compassionate prayer. 
9�	åÿ(ú¢  

!
The priest is an ancient and important concept found in every society. The priest’s role is 
to be a mediator between God and man. We are not much surprised that Jesus Christ 
Himself is the greatest and most compassionate of priests. But perhaps we are surprised 
to discover that every Christian is part of the priesthood of believers. !
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Priest ! People 
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Have you ever felt vulnerable and alone with no one to help? If so, you need a priest. A 
priest helps us by standing up for us. He does what we can’t do for ourselves so that we 
can get through our difficulty. 

��Ŗ	)�Y�kĶǉU�ƎŪǈŞÔǈ.	
Ę�ǆ^b��Y�hǈ:"�
×���Ʒěǈ��(4ƨä�%�ƷěǅC�V�%L¸V��KBǈĘĭ�%
´)��ǅ 
 
As Christians, Jesus Christ is our wonderful priest. As priest He stands as a mediator 
between God and His people. Before we were Christians, sin stood between God and us. 
We lived in rebellion against God’s rules for living. It was our state rather than one or two 
things we did. This was the way we were and neither could we change on our own. 
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We certainly did not deserve a chance to restore our relationship with God. But God in 
His great patient and kindness sent Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, to die for us 
sinners. “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 
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We have lots to learn from the way God chose to reach out to us in our need. We will not 
only learn about how Jesus helped us get rid of sin but also how He wants to use our lives 
to reach other needy people. Try drawing each of the diagrams above.  
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 Being Compassionate 
¶	åÿ?� 

Christ served as priest before God. 
ñă��MO´U���ü§ 

We needed a priest to help us. God didn’t have to help us. We deserved judgment for our 
rebellious ways. He could have let us die in our sins. But God mercifully sent His Son 
Jesus Christ to be a priest on our behalf. 
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1) The Need for a Priest 

1)������ü§ 

“ ... He (Christ) Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the 
transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

1uÏU�
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What are the two things Jesus Christ did in the above verse? 

 �4�Èø�ǈƤƾV�ñ_«K? 

1. He Himself ǂCǃ____________________________________.  
 
2. (He) ǂCǃ_______________ for the ǂ[�ǃ____________________. 

!
Jesus Christ bore the sin of all His people when He died on the cross. Notice the kind of 
people He interceded or prayed for. It was for sinners.  
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God showed mercy to sinners who didn’t deserve it. So why wouldn’t we show 
compassion on others when we ourselves had been shown compassion? Whenever we see 
this lack of mercy, we need to remind ourselves of God’s great mercy for us and others. 
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We need to be full of compassion. God’s full anger upon sin 
will come on Judgment Day. Right now we are to busily help 
others escape His coming anger by proclaiming how God 
through Jesus Christ can deliver people out from their sins.  
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2) The Obedience Priest  

2) »z�ü§ 

“Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And 
having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal 
salvation” (Hebrews 5:8-9).  !
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Notice Christ’s example. We deserved to suffer, but Jesus the Righteous One suffered for 
us. What horrible pain He bore! That is compassion. Christ endured those thorns, 
scourgings and even death so that we the sinners could have eternal life. 
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Sometimes those who share the Gospel with non-Christians or help people who are being 
oppressed are persecuted. Tell the Lord in a prayer that you want courage and strength to 
help show His love to others like Christ.  
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3) Our Response 

3) ���Av 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). !
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From the above verse, we read how Christ Jesus as a gift was given to us. But not every 
one is equally benefitted. Underline the key word that emphasizes what applies Christ’s 
sacrifice to our sins. 
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Application: Develop deep appreciation for God’s love for you by thinking more about 
how He would love a sinner like you and I. Take time now to thank Him for His love 

 =v/ǉü�ã�¥Y�#�%�Y�ƃ
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!
Relying on Christ 
B�Hñă 

Christ serves us as our priest. 
ñăÏU���ü§ 

Because Christ cares for us, we can learn to trust Him more. Let’s see how He cares for 
us and comes to our aid. 

��ƤƾƳŚ�%ǈ�%(4Q��cCǅ�%
��Ƥƾ�¥"Y�ŚǈĘĭ�
%�ǅ 
 
1) Christ’s Intervention and Intercession 

1)ñă���;��Čä��x��0 

We sometimes find ourselves in difficult situations, but in many cases we can figure a 
way out. At other times though, we really get into impossible situations! Let’s see what 
happen to this group of people. 
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So the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against 
the LORD and you; intercede with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us.” 
And Moses interceded for the people (Numbers 21:7). 
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Ʒě�2ý  !6



Underline the problem the group above experienced. Circle what the Israelites did when 
they found themselves in real big trouble?  

ŕ54�Èø�4¨ħ
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall 
come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he shall live. And it came 
about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he 
lived” (Numbers 21:8-9). 
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The serpents were biting them, and they were dying. What did they need to do in order to 
escape the maddening problem. Write down God’s solution. 

 ��
��ƌƣƇǈ�~Ɛ���ǅC%�¥"YVg�Ŵõ�(Ċ�KB½ǆ
ć5ã�ÞęĜ¸ǅ 
________________________________________________ 

John 3:14-16 tells us that this is a clear picture of how Christ can keep us from the cursed 
penalty of death. We only need to look upon Jesus Christ in hope. If we can rely on Jesus 
to deliver us from our sin, then we should trust Him to help us in other matters too. He 
has proved Himself as a very faithful priest. 
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2) Christ’s Strength and Care 

2Ĉºù�Dl)�Å 

Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who also intercedes for us (Romans 8:34). 
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We sometimes might think that because Jesus died that He no longer has power to help 
us. This is wrong. The fact is that Christ who was dead is now alive! He was raised from 
the dead. Find out where Christ is and what He is doing by underlining the answer to the 
following two questions. 
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• Where is Christ Jesus now? ŇƪP��ñI? 
 
• What is Christ regularly doing for us who believe? ŇƪP���cC�
VN"ǆ 
 
Application  =v/ 
 
Let’s review these teachings in your own life. �%
ü���*W��ôŔǅ 
 
• Have you ever become deeply aware of your sins? Circle: Yes No 

�Ĥk�ŖÌŠ6qĬ��E�ƃǆ ţ5ǉ � Ǆ    ŖǄ 

• Did you look at God’s solution for your sin problem? Circle: Yes No 

��ŖķĄã
Þę�ƃ�¦¼ǆţ5ǉ � Ǆ    ŖǄ 

• Did you take God’s advice? If so, when and where?  

��ŖŻA�ã�ĥőǆ ^b��Yǈ N"$�ǈ�ñIǆ 

!
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Caring for Others 
�Å1
 

 
We serve as priests to others. 

���1
�ü§ 
We understand that Christ is our priest but forget what the Lord has to say about our 
service as priests. We should recognize that this is not the same as Roman Catholics 
priests. Instead every Christian serves as a priest to the living Lord. God has appointed us 
to be part of His holy priesthood. 

�%o Ňƪ��%�Ʒěǈ���%ăÀ�ãF�%��C
�Ʒěǅ�%ÇÖ
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1) Our Calling as Christians  

1)���ºùê 

You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:5) 
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Circle three descriptions of God’s people from above. This describes Christian leaders as 
well as all Christians including you. God calls His people unto himself from the world 
and built us into a spiritual house. We are God’s holy priesthood. What does 1 Peter 2:5 
say our responsibility is as His priests? 

��wţ59ã�2ý�JXơŒǅ��ơŒ��'Ňƪô¿ƀǈ�	ŇƪƝǈà
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“for a holy priesthood, ǂz�ƈž�Ʒěǃto _________________________.”  

!
Three kinds of spiritual sacrifices that we 
can offer to God are:  
 
1) Share the Gospel with non-Christians,  
2) Teach others about God’s Word, and  
3) Pray for others.  
4) Can you add a fourth? 

�%(4�ãƊ�JXĴƷǉ 

1) ÝÍíO�CÿŇƪƝǈ 
2) ôĹC
ã�hĎǈ 
3) �C
óƭǅ 
4) �����C��ǆ¤ħ5
. 

 
2) The Need for Action 

2Ĉ�ÆI< 

And He saw that there was no man, And was astonished that there was no one to 
intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him; And His righteousness upheld 
Him. (Isaiah 59:16) 

1X5
÷ÇČ5
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2Ċǂ4Ŋœù 59ǉ16ǃ 

Very few people genuinely care for others. An even much smaller number care and do 
something about it! We, however, are to follow in Christ’s footsteps. We are not only to 
have compassion for people but also to intercede for them. Intercession is a fancy way to 
say praying on the behalf of others. 

-¯
�?�6�&�
ǅQ¯
��ŐC
ǈò�C
V�N"KBǅ��ǈ�
%�ƙÚŇƪ�ĆƲǅ�%�ŌŌ�ƑƻC
ǈ���C%VēÞǅēÞ�fď�
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We as God’s people need to care for others as God has cared for us. As He prays for us, 
we are to pray for other Christians and the salvation of those who do not know Him. In 
order to be an intercessor, we need to: 

�%z�ã�2ýǈ�£ãÚ��%�YÚ��C
ǅC��%ƭĕǈ�%���
�C�ŇƪƝƭĕǈ��C�ûĬŇƪ�
ƭĕǅ��=�ã�Ʒěǈ�%þŝǉ 
 
Ʒě�2ý  !9



(1) Be clean: Harbor no unconfessed sin and live uprightly.  
(2) Be confident: Believe God can mightily wants to use your prayers.  
(3) Be compassionate: Care about those around you. Be attentive to their needs. 

(1) ßäƈžǉśû��	�ƃǈƁĂǈÆ�Î6*Wǅ 
(2) �	c&ǉ�cãƵ���ƭĕǅ 
(3)	Ƒƻǈ	#&ǉÚŚ��Ó�
ǈ�ðC%�×�Ǉ 

 
ReflectionX²č 
 
A cell group leader once told me that he was very discouraged. Things were not going 
well in the group. At one point he was very eager and prayed a lot for the individuals. But 
as the situation got worse, he prayed less and less. His faith dribbled away. Then a leader 
exhorted him to get up early to pray like he had at first if that's what it took to meet God.  
So the next morning, he got up early and had a good time in the Word. God encouraged 
him to continue. Interestingly, that night’s cell group went extremely well. He again is 
back to fervently praying for the group. We must pray in faith even in difficult 
circumstances. 

��,ŋ�ŋ}ĕŅ�ǈCU�ÿÒ�ǀǅC�,ŋōŐ.	7ĵ!-�ǅ��ā
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Application: Mention two particular individuals or groups that need special prayer. Pray 
together for them. 

 =v/č�0�×�Ü�ƭĕ�
òì,ŋƭĕǅ 

!
!  

hq 

God showed compassion by sending Christ to die on the cross for us. 
A �m�¸Āñă���Q�k�Ê�Č· �1�åÿĊ 

The more we trust Christ, the more secure we become. 
B ��i\BñăČi	y` 

God wants us to represent Him on earth by having compassion on the needy and 
praying for them. 
C �����_1x�Z�	���
ÜâåÿČ�1�ú¢Ċ 
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• Memory Verses 1 Peter 2:9-10 pāàGw� Õ�O�2č9-10 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God‘s own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light for you once were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

ý	���Eþ{�Ò¹Č�	íÖ�ü§Č�àØ�&jČ����$�Č��
��ÍÝ+ï��'�Ëc®ÓtJ��3½Ċ��aO���$�Č7�uN�
��$�ĊaO�¬çåąČ7�uç�åąĊǂŷ!{ù2ǉ9-10ǃ 

• Develop a prayerful attentiveness  

• ¨-}}Ã±ú¢��À  
 
Each day this week ask God to reveal to you the needs of those around you. God uses all 
sorts of means to reveal things to us such as circumstances, phone calls, news, Bible 
readings, etc. Record them and bring the list next week. Say a prayer for each of these 
needs and follow up any concrete way God leads. 

tªÃ�d��ǈ�¤ØãľP5�áĿ
�×�O� ǅãA�	�f¸ľPO
�%��×�ǈ^ǉĲňǈuhǈ�įǈĳƈknǅÀĨ 
ǈ �ªÃ�$�¬
)
ǅ���×�ƭĕǈê�ã�¬¿ǅ 
 
• Develop an evangelism lifestyle 

• ¨-�|�� =C�  
 
Learning compassion and helping people is fine, but we must remember that without 
hearing the Gospel of Jesus, people will still perish. 

R�xBC
ǈĘĭC
�-��ǅ���%þŝÀ·ǈ.	��Ƥƾ�Ííǈ�
�
+��ƒƐǅ 
 
(1) Review your testimony on how God saved you. 

(1)`�ãƩş���Įǅ  
 
(2) Go over the Gospel using the chart earlier on (or another).  

(2)A4�R)�¶Ɖ`�ã�Ííǅ 

(3) Ask God for an opportunity to share the Gospel with one person.  
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(3)¤ØãO�a�8C
1mÍíǅ 
 
(4) Tell the Gospel to this one person this week if possible.  

(4)^b(��hǈ���ªÃÁ�ÍíÝO��
ǅ 
 
(5) Share your experience with someone.  

(5)8C
�01m��kĶǅ 

 
By evangelism lifestyle, you should always be sensitive with whom the Lord would 
prompt you to share His Gospel. 

�	ÝÍí�*Wfďǈ�%ÇÖ$$ġqã¬¿
1mÍí�
ǅ 
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