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6. Judge !  Sinners 
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Living in a Just World. 
8�_»�ao 
Judge ! Sinners 
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The Lord God is Judge of the world. He brings judgment upon all who do not fully 
follow His laws. But who is perfect? No one. But it is exactly at this point that God’s 
great and mighty love reaches out to fallen, sinful man. In God’s great mercy He sent His 
only begotten Son to die for us on the cross. Those who believe in Christ are freely 
pardoned. We as His people are to freely pass on this mercy to others. 
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Recently, I was in traffic court. I experienced the 
extreme discomfort of standing before a judge. I had 
transgressed the law. Although I didn’t purposely break 
the law, it didn’t make me any more innocent. Those that 
filled the courtroom were waiting for their turn to give a 
defense for their actions. They like myself did not know 
what the judge’s final verdict would be.  
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God is a judge. It might not be popular to speak about God as ‘The Judge,’ but in fact He 
considers it His very important duty to exact perfect justice.  
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As a just God, He cannot overlook the sins of anyone. Every last sin, big and small, 
public or private, thought or deed, all must accompany us to the Great Judgment Seat of 
Christ. “The Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness 
and disclose the motive’s of men’s hearts” (1 Corinthians 4:5). 
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We only can escape the “Guilty” verdict in the finished work of Christ Jesus on the cross. 
“And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no 
sin” (1 John 3:5). Only in Jesus alone can we find mercy. Next -> !
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God the Righteous 
��_» 

Appreciating God's Righteousness 
7±��_» 

1) Understanding Justice 
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Because of our guilt, we tend to distort justice by lowering the standards or lessening the 
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penalty. For example, we think that God makes exceptions for ‘not so bad’ sins. Although 
we may think God will not judge certain things or just overlook some sins, He will carry 
out judgment according to His standards on Judgment Day. In fact, God is responsible to 
exact a perfect justice. Every sin must be judged. 
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2) Good works 
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It is God’s perfect holiness that demands perfect justice. “God is light and in Him there is 
no darkness whatsoever” (1 John 1:5). If God was a bit grey, we might be able to squeeze 
out enough good works to avoid God’s holy stare, but God is all light. This means that 
unless we reach His perfect standard, we stand condemned. Underline the standard 
mentioned in the following verse. 
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“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  !
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From the above verse, circle the true statement from the three choices below:  
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No one is guilty. Some are guilty. Everyone is guilty. 
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The practice of doing good, like giving to the poor and helping people is excellent, but 
that doesn’t take away our guilt for our sin. Besides, we have failed to do a great many 
good works. This is why those who trust religion, morality or charity to get them to 
heaven are gravely mistaken. 
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3) Our unrighteousness 
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If we are going to get to know God, it is imperative that we understand His righteousness 
as much as His love. God created man to live in perfect harmony with God’s thoughts 
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and ways. When man chose to reject God’s ways, he went his own way. This is called 
transgression or sin. Mankind is unrighteous in two ways:  

(1) He does what he shouldn’t.  
(2) He doesn’t do what he should.  

God declares our situation so bad that, “All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6). 
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4) A Rebellious Heart 
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At the heart of our unrighteousness is our stubborn and rebellious hearts. When a person 
does things that displease God, it reveals that his heart is defiled. “There is no one who 
calls on Thy name, who arouses himself to take hold of Thee” (Isaiah 64:7). This is why 
true salvation comes through the door of repentance. Unless we have a new heart, we will 
not have a genuine love for the things of God.  
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Application: Humble yourself before God and admit your guilt. You have fallen far from 
Him. You might take pride of some ‘good works’ but in fact your life reveals how 
unrighteous you are. You deserve judgment before God’s righteous throne. Confess your 
unworthiness in order to receive His goodness. 
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Wrath Released 
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Rightly responding to God. 
¿S(¸�� 

1) Questions about God’s Wrath 

1đ	e��ďÌ�ju 
 
God’s wrath is an intense anger against all forms of rebellion against His person and 
ways. The word depicts the very way God will aggressively carry out justice. He will not 
lighten the sentence.  
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Our minds are so boggled with questions about God’s judgment that we sometimes 
wonder whether God is really like that. The scriptures enable us to discover what God 
really is like. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men” (Romans 1:18). In a sense, it doesn’t even matter whether we 
like the way He is. God pours out His wrath on the wicked; we should learn to accept this 
characteristic about Him. He openly has spoken about His judgment upon the world. 
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• Is God of the Old Testament the same as the God of New Testament? 

• Ë¶��)�¶����:�Xē  
 
Some wonder whether God is really as wrathful as the Old Testament states. The problem 
is easily solved by reading the New Testament. There we discover that God’s wrath and 
judgment is described throughout the New Testament (37 times) just like the Old (147 
times). “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). 
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��0V�Ē”ȜŢȖÒõ3Ȥ36ȝ 
 
God’s wrath is on all sinners already. Even without a chance to reject Christ, the curse of 
death clearly demonstrates judgment is already upon mankind. 
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• Can a loving God judge sinners? 

•  ����÷ñà
Xē  
 
Many people are certain of God’s love, but they question whether love is compatible with 
judgment. They say, “If God is loving, then He wouldn’t judge anyone,” or “Since God is 
loving, He will save everyone.” 
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But in fact God’s great anger against sinners is compatible with His love. “Behold then 
the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s 
kindness” (Romans 11:22). Underline the two characteristics of God shown in this verse. 
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2) God’s Kindness and Severity 
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Terrible events occurring across the globe are genuine warnings to mankind. God calls 
mankind to repent and escape His soon-coming intense wrath. The Lord graciously warns 
us of His judgment through earthquakes, tsunamis and diseases such as AIDs. Suffering 
on earth is temporary, but His judgment has eternal consequences. 
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Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction... (2 
Thessalonians 1:8-9). 
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God’s kindness is also found in the great sacrifice of His Son Christ Jesus. The innocent 
died for the guilty that the guilty would go free from His judgment. “Wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the 
wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10). 
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Application: Have you repented from your sin? If you are not clear about this, turn now 
away from your sin and plead for forgiveness through Jesus. God will forgive you and 
grant you new life so that you will desire to live His ways. 
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Mercy Abounds 
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Living out God's mercy. 

8'��ëĉ 
1) Understanding God’s mercy 

1đ`���ëĉ 

If we don’t appreciate God’s wrath, that stems from His holiness, then we will not be able 
to grasp the crucial concept of mercy. This is the problem Jesus identified in the parable 
of ‘The Unmerciful Servant.’ Peter asked, “How many times should a person forgive 
another?” Jesus responded by saying, ‘seventy times seven.’ Let’s summarize this 
illustrative story in Matthew 18:21-35. 
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Jesus illustrated how impossible it is for a person who received mercy from God not to 
act mercifully to another. This one servant had a huge debt to a king, something like ten 
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million US dollars. The Lord of the land felt compassion and forgave him. But that same 
person went out and started exacting every last penny from a fellow servant who owed 
him a few month’s wages. He choked him and said, “Pay back what you owe!” He was 
unwilling to hear the poor man’s plea for pity and sent him to prison to pay back the debt. 
When the enraged king found out, he said,  
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You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. Should you not 
also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you? And his lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was 
owed him. So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive 
his brother from your heart. (Matthew 18:32-35). 
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Underline what God will do to us if we do not forgive others from our hearts. By 
withholding mercy, we shut off mercy from flowing into our lives. 
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2) Mercy is a way of life 

2đëĉ��9�!8@   
 
Mercy is the willingness to treat a person in view of his weakness. The merciful person 
acts with compassion. He holds no grudges. He harbors no bitterness. He knows how 
special it was for God to kindly treat him by forgiving him and so determines to act 
kindly to others.  

ǞȔ����F
	ƕƦ$ȣ�%&Lģv,ĭőFȟǯǾ�
DǞȔ_&pNȟ
F/	ǄĿȣ��h!ƱĢȟF�è�î³ǘF��"9ǯǾȣ�ÖFİ&�<F

ǯǾ	ǞȔȟ 

¹Ĝ�ǁ
  !9



!  

Reflection: Our perspective greatly shapes our attitudes. When God converted me, he 
revealed my sin to me. Before, I was oblivious to it. I knew I was not perfect, but I was 
convinced that I was not too bad either. My point of comparison was my brother, “I 
wasn’t as bad as ....” I simply did not evaluate myself according to God’s standards. But 
when He revealed my sin to me, I became totally desperate in a matter of seconds. I 
pleaded for God to save me through Jesus and He saved me. By being truly aware of my 
sin, I was then able to learn to be merciful to others. My pride was destroyed, and I could 
see others in my own circumstances. 
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Application: State the last time you acted mercifully? Determine to start acting 
mercifully. Start with those closest to you.  
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A) Because God is wholly righteous, our unrighteousness is very apparent.Y�
��cC_»�Ĕ���à�´=�^�Ē 

B) God’s righteousness demands that His wrath come against all sin bringing 
eternal judgment to those who are not in Christ. 
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C) We must be merciful as our Heavenly Father is merciful. 
                     ���Ç	ëĉ��ĔY�����Ï�	ëĉĒ 
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• Memory Verses Luke 6:35-36     

•   xĊçD~�ĕ«�Òõ 6Ȥ35-36 

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
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• Honoring God’s Righteousness   

• Ùî��_» 

Read Revelation 14:17-18:4 aloud. Then write out a prayer in your spiritual journal 
praising Him. Praise God for His righteousness and that He is going to judge all sin. If 
you note a difficulty doing this, you need to first confess your blindness to God’s majestic 
ways and seek forgiveness. Do this each day this week until it becomes natural. 
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• Monitoring our Mercifulness  

• 1����ëĉ0
 

When relationships get tense, check out your level of mercy. Most likely you have been 
withholding mercy. When a person withholds mercy, then God shuts off His grace to his 
life. As a person develops extra patience and kindness, his own relationships get much 
better. Examine your relationships to see if you have withheld mercy. Remember that 
mercy does not demand that another first take action such as in asking for apology. 
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• Pray for the lost 

• �µ��
Ą¤ 

In response to God’s mercy in your own life, ask God to give you a people group who are 
lost in their sins to pray for. It might be a home, street, city or nation. Journal His training 
of you to pray for this people group. Persist in prayer. It is a way you can bring more 
mercy into this world that deserves so much judgment.  
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