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2. Shepherd =Lamb
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Reflecting God's love in our lives.
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The Shepherd-Lamb image powerfully communicates God’s good care for His people.
He is our Shepherd who genuinely cares for us. He sent Christ to die for us. It was the
only way He could make us His own. And since we are His, He lavishes His love upon
us. This powerful sense of caring so transforms our lives that we are expected to extend
His care to others.
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Shepherd ”Lamb
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Finding Our Way Home |
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We all long for those deep intimate friendships. Have you ever thought about being close
to God? God has. He cares for you! Notice how He speaks about His relationship with
His disciples.

No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made
known to you (John 15:15).
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Christ set a wonderful example of a good shepherd. He did everything that was needed to
bring the sheep (us—God’s people) into the fold, to protect and provide for them.
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For this is what the sovereign Lord says: "I myself will search for my sheep and look for

them." I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of
clouds and darkness (Ezekiel 34:12) .
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Jesus Christ as the ‘Lamb of God’ demonstrated a wonderful model for us. As a sheep He
listened and fully trusted His Shepherd. He willingly bore the cross and died a painful
death for our sins. As the Lamb of God he teaches us the proper attitude towards
obedience of God's commands. And most remarkably He showed us how to allow Him to
perform His good will in and through our lives. The Good Shepherd leads us in God’s
good ways. We only need to follow. Why wouldn’t we?
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I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, even as the Father
knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep (John 10:14-15).
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Our Goals |

God provides a d Rejoice in God’s

good Shepherd goodness
Christ is our Trust God
B Shepherd. :> completely
C We are to extend Love others
God’s love to unconditionally
others
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A God Provides a Shepherd
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Rejoice in a Good Shepherd.
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There might be a lot of things that we do not understand in this world but
behind it all we must have a strong belief that God is good. God really cares
about wayward man. We see this in a number of ways.
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1) We strayed from God
1) TAPEMR AL 6

We are all like sheep that strayed from the shepherd and were vulnerable to attack. “And
they were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the
field and were scattered” (Ezekiel 34:5). This speaks about Adam’s original sin, but also
reveals how all of us choose to live out a life different apart from God‘s good commands.
Do you sense that bent to do wrong in your own life? This is called the sinful nature.
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2) There was none to help
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It is bad enough being helpless, but no one could help. “My flock wandered through all
the mountains and on every high hill, and My flock was scattered over all the surface of
the earth, and there was no one to search or seek for them” (Ezekiel 34:6). No one really
cared. Isn’t that the way many people feel today? Everyone is out for himself.
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3) Religious leaders didn’t help
3) B WGMTCIEH B
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Even religious leaders can disappoint us. God had appointed leaders over His people to
care for them, but even these leaders in many cases sought their own good. They were
lazy and indulgent. “My flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field for lack
of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search for My flock, but rather the shepherds
fed themselves and did not feed My flock” (Ezekiel 34:8).
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Some people turn their hearts away from God because their religious leader failed them.
Do you think this is right? What should the right response be? Did a leader ever
disappoint you?
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4) God Himself Would care for His people
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How strange and wonderful that God reached out to care for the very ones that offended
and defied Him. “For thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I Myself will search for My
sheep and seek them out” (Ezekiel 34:11).
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God cares for His people by making sure that they have the best pasture land. “7 will feed
them in a good pasture, and their grazing ground will be on the mountain heights of
Israel” (Ezekiel 34:14). How did He do this? He Himself would appoint a faithful
shepherd.
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This Good Shepherd would be His own Son that He would send from heaven to live
among men and die for His people. “Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant

David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd” (Ezekiel
34:23). Jesus Christ came in David’s lineage.
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Application: How grateful we should be to our God for searching us out! We might
search for our favorite things, but would we go out of our way to look for that which was
broken and dirty? Thank the Lord for having Jesus die on the cross so we could be added
us to His flock.
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B Christ is Our Shepherd
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Trust Christ as sheep trust their shepherd
FRAE HRER 4N 7] 26 F AR E B RN

Sheep are not know for being clever. Their lives are dependent upon how well the
shepherd cares for them and to what degree they follow the shepherd. Jesus is our
wonderful shepherd that cares for us.
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1) A Shepherd Knows
1) BB

"4 good shepherd knows His sheep. Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd; and I know My
own, and My own know Me” (John 10:14). Acquiring knowledge of a person is the first
step of knowing a person’s real needs. Jesus knows His sheep.
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2) A Shepherd Provides
2) BNBEFMR

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He
leads me beside still waters (Psalm 23:1-2).
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In the verse above circle who is our shepherd. Underline two things the shepherd makes
the sheep do?
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Sheep fully rely on their shepherd for what they need. A good shepherd prepares the
pasture for his sheep by making sure there are no harmful things in it. A lamb will not lie
down unless it is fully satisfied and feeling secure.
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Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd (John 10:11). As your Shepherd, He promises that
you will not suffer need. He will provide for everything (Matthew 6:25-26). He does not
promise to meet all our desires, though. If we completely trust Jesus to provide, then we
won’t worry about our seemingly difficult circumstances.
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3) A Shepherd Protects

3) PRI A

Even though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no evil; for
Thou art with me; The rod and staff they comfort me (Psalm 23:4).
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Name some fears you have. Fill in the blanks below with your answers.
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“Even though , [ will fear no evil for Thou art with me.”

“Even though , [ will fear no evil for Thou art with me.”
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“Even though , [ will fear no evil for Thou art with me.”
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Jesus is always there to protect His sheep. Just like a good shepherd will fight wolves and
other predators to protect them, so He will watch over us. When we worry about life, a
job, our health, or other needs, we show that we are putting our trust in our circumstances
rather than God.
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Tue LoD is My SHEPHERD

Application:

We need to pay closer attention to how God provides for us. Share two or three ways the
Lord took special care of you in the last week. Say a prayer and thank Him for taking
care of you as His lamb.
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C Extend God’s Love
15356 P ) 2

Unconditionally love others.
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Just as Christ our shepherd laid down His life for us, we ought to do whatever is
necessary to care for the needs of those God brings into our lives. This is true for a
relative, friend, brother, colleague, stranger or neighbor.
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1) God's Command For Us to Love Others
LAERATRBHIA Q

Loving others is a command from God. As children of God, we are enabled
to love others because God’s love fills our hearts.
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God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us
(Romans 5:5).
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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God (1 John 4:7).
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Notice how God commands us to love others as we love ourselves. “For the whole Law
is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” (Galatians 5:14).
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Love is the opposite to self-centered living. We need to retrain ourselves to consider the
needs of others above ourselves and to be attentive to those needs.
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2) Seeking Other Sheep
2) SIS

Jesus said, “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also” (John
10:16). Jesus was speaking mostly of non-Jews here.
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How does Jesus bring those sheep into the fold? Give one or two examples of someone
doing this.
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3) The Need to Love Others in Truth and in Action
3) W62 YRS A T A R 2= A\
If anyone has material possession and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him,

how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue
but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3 17-18)
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It is very easy for us to say to someone that we love and care for them. But how often do
we really pour out our love for them in action?
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Jesus demonstrated His love for us in action by dying on the cross to save us from eternal

death. How can we love others in action today? We can spend time with them, pray for/
with them, and give them a helping hand when they are in need.
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As God's children, we must love others in action and in truth, so that God can be glorified
through our testimony.
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Application:
ERLIVAEIE

1) Identify any ‘sheep’ that you are responsible to show God’s love to. This might include
children, a widow, spouse or some friend.
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2) Do you think of your responsibility to provide spiritual care to others? A pastor of
course must ‘pastor’ God’s people, but God has also given all of His disciples the
responsibility to be part of the means He shows spiritual care to others (Matthew 28:18).
Name one or two ways that you spiritually care for others.

RINIR R A THUES TR _ERISROWE 2 Hi Y R4 T s R A2
FOFER > AHEB LS T B T AR RBU - LA PR BRSO L (5
KAEE28 : 18) HH—PARR LR ORI N4 o

LN 10



Summary |
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A) Get to know and serve God better.
o AT HOA SRR P !

B) Trust more in God’s care for you.
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C) Love others as God loves you.
Z NN ZAR !

Take Home Projects|

* Memory Verse: John 10:14-15
<JLIMAX AMEE 10 ¢ 14-15

I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, even as the Father
knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
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* Develop a God-attentiveness
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Learn to developer a deeper trust in God by observing how He takes care of you. One
person recently shared with me how the other day his wife felt overwhelmed with the
things going on. He took this need to God in prayer. The Lord cancelled an evening
meeting which enabled him to stay home and help his wife. God does lots of special
things like this. Unfortunately, we do not pray and consequently do not see how God
works out such situations.
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Write out needs that you know of in a journal and pray (make sure you include the need
of others). Observe how God cares for each matter. Write the answer to prayer next to the
request along with the date. Be attentive: some answers come in unexpected ways and
times.
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* Pass on the Shepherd’s love
o AR PP

Call at least one friend and one relative this week. See how they have been lately and
start praying for or with them. Also plan to spend time with them and help them when
they need help.
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