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Jesus the Son fully trusted His Father to care for all His personal 
and ministry needs. In the same way we are to imitate Jesus by 
trusting and obeying our Heavenly Father. Our lives will then 
greatly reflect our Father’s love through our care to those around 
us. 
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Our concepts of God greatly influence our trust in Him. Some people think of God as 
cold and distant. They are reluctant to trust Him. Others believe He is harsh and waiting 
to find fault. They find it difficult to develop a close relationship with Him. But how did 
Jesus think of His Father?  
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Jesus had such a special relationship with the Father and wants us to have one too. In His 
model prayer Jesus instructs us to address the Almighty God as “Our Father.” God is a 
perfect Father who provides love, care, guidance and correction for His children. As we 
learn these truths, we can better trust Him. 
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And so just as Jesus models the perfect son by trusting, obeying and resembling His 
Father, so we can live like Jesus and  share a close relationship with God and other 
believers too. “Holy Father, keep them in Thy name, the name which Thou has given Me, 
that they may be one, even as We are” (John 17:11). 
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God is Our Father 
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God is Jesus’ Father 
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1) The Father loves the Son.  
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God described Jesus at the beginning of His ministry, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well-pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 
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Circle the words the Father uses to describe Jesus.  Like Jesus, we too have the immense 
privilege of being called the sons of God and sharing in the Father’s love. Jesus Himself 
said to His disciples, 

For the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I 
came forth from the Father. (John 16:27) 

God loves you! He doesn’t see you as a sinner anymore, but as one of His sons! 
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 2) The Father takes care of the Son. 
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Once one of Christ’s disciples tried to protect Jesus. Jesus exclaimed, “Don't you realize 
that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and he would send them 
instantly?”(Matthew 26:52-53 NLT) 
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God the Father always watches over the needs of His children. As Creator He is more 
powerful than any enemy we might face.  Read Matthew 6:7-8 below. What did Jesus 
teach about how the Father cares for them?  
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And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they 
suppose that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them; for 
your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.  

 “�!í«þ�$ryï
þ4¦�o°Lû5!*�L���áênþ�!�$
ªz5!ûa��!(	é�*¥þ�![�4�þ�!�ÏqYE9�û” ǀĚ
TÇä 6ǈ7-8ǁ 

From the verses above, what does Jesus say about talking to your Father? 

1. Don’t use  __________________________________. 

2. Our Father knows _____________________________. 
!
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We need to learn to immediately take every problem or need to our Father instead of 
worrying about it. As a little child I never worried about my food or clothes. My father 
made sure I had what I needed. He cared for me. 
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3) The Father directs and trains the Son. 
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Jesus spent much time talking to His Father in prayer. Jesus liked spending time with His 
Heavenly Father and doing what He wanted. Once He said this, 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent 
Me. (John  6:38) 
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Our Father wants to make us like Him. He shows us His will through the Bible, parents 
and teachers that love Him. Sometimes the training also comes through difficult 
circumstances! We need to be attentive and obedient. 
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Application: Tell your heavenly Father about your day today. Identify a need you have 
and trustingly ask Him to take care of it. 
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Responding to our Father 

¼��!�Ï 

Jesus is His Firstborn Son 
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We gain precious insight into a son’s proper mindset from Jesus’ own example. Jesus 
Christ took His role as a son very seriously. 
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1) The Son honors His Father. 
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Over and over when Jesus healed somebody that person gave God the glory. Once Jesus 
prayed, “Father, glorify Your name.” (John 12:28)  
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Jesus always sought to bring attention, honor and glory to His Father. Notice what Jesus 
said in the Sermon on the Mount, 
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Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 
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• Circle the word ‘glorify’ above.  
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• Finish the sentence “Glorify _____________________ who is in heaven.” 

l1�)“hÜåÒ:_____________________ ” 

!
Who are we taught to honor? Us? No! Our Father in heaven! We deliberately need to 
bring Him the glory because He is the One doing great things. 
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2) The Son trusts and obeys His Father. 
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God gives us a great promise, “And we know that God causes all things to work together 
for good to those who love God...” Romans 8:28. 
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Those things may not always be pleasant or easy. But nothing is ever out of God’s 
control. He can even use painful and confusing situations to bring about a greater good 
for us and others than otherwise could happen. 
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A brother’s testimony: “Once, I was looking for a job and found an interesting but low 
paying one. That particular job wouldn’t have met my financial needs for the upcoming 
school year. My father asked me to turn it down, promising he would loan me money 
while I continued to search. I could have held on to the sure job that I had. But I decided 
to trust my heavenly Father to provide me with a better job as I obeyed Him by obeying 
my earthly father. God gave me a special peace about giving up that one sure job and 
ultimately provided me with the best internship I’ve ever had!” 
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3.  The Son depends on His Father. 
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Jesus was very dependent upon His Father’s provision.  So are we, but we can always 
trust God to care for us. Jesus says, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to 
those who ask Him” (Matthew 7:11)! 
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Our Father wants to bless us (although not always how we expect). He cares for our well-
being. We need to learn to often ask for His blessing! Our Father loves to work in 
response to our prayers. 
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Application: 
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Identify an area of your life that hasn’t been honoring to your Father. Seek to change your 
attitudes and ways. Pray for His help. 
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Resembling Our Father 
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We are sons of God. 
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You might have heard the saying, “Like father, like son.” You can tell things about 
someone’s dad by the way his son acts. Jesus was a perfect demonstration of His Father’s 
character. One of Jesus’ disciples once asked Him to show him the Father. Jesus’ reply 
was, 
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Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who 
has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? (John 14:8-9)  
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As we come to know our Father more deeply, we will want to be more like Him. The 
family resemblance should be so strong that others see the Father in us. Here are some 
ways others should see our Heavenly Father in our lives: 
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1) Doing His Works. 
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We read earlier in Matthew 5:16 that we should do good _________ so the Father gets 
the glory. We look for opportunities to cheerfully serve others. 
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2) Making Peace. 

2ù�
.ð 

Jesus in Matthew 5:9 said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
________________.” We must not only refuse to angrily argue with others but 
graciously introduce God’s peace and love into our relationships. 
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3) Loving enemies. 
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Look up Matthew 5:44-45 and fill in the missing words, “But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
______________________________ who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”  
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As God’s children, we are to be just as merciful as our Heavenly Father. It’s hard! We 
need His love. God will give us this love as we seek Him for it. 
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4) Loving one another. 

4ù×�i  

Our relationship with our Father should directly translate into love and care for others in 
God’s family. No sibling rivalry allowed! “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). 
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5) Expanding God’s family. 
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God wants a big family! Jesus fulfilled what His Father purposed for Him. But there is 
still more work! He now sends us out to finish the work. “As You sent Me into the world, 
so I also have sent them into the world” (John 17:18).   
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Application:  
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(1) Bring to mind a person you have been an enemy with. Ask your Father to give you 
His amazing love for this individual. Then do something nice for that person. 
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(2) Who is the Lord urging you to share the Gospel with so that the Father might work 
through your life to bring someone to know Him just as He did with Jesus?  
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A) Our Father loves, provides for and guides us. 
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B) Knowing and loving our Father makes trust and obedience desirable and 
natural. 
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C) As we become more like our Father, others will notice the resemblance 
through our love for others. 
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• Memory Verses                      1 John 3:1 

• �óNQ         ¹ö�� 3ÿ1 

See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children 
of God; and such we are. (NASB) 

�ñĴ�ÝLƜ�$�!��"Ǉ 3ùv¡�$�Y�
��iŏz�Ý�Ä
1ǆ 

• Prayer Journal 

•K�í« 

Take time to write down your worries, concerns and needs in your spiritual journal. Write 
down the date and time. Specifically ask God to meet those needs. When He answers, 
write down the way He answered those prayers along with the date and time. 
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• Make peace with your earthly father 

•c��-��ÏÂ.� 

We are to honor our father and mother. If you have unconfessed sin towards your father, 
first pray and ask your parents for forgiveness. Make sure you ask for an apology, “Will 
you please forgive me?” 
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• Interview 

• �Ã 

Ask a mature believer to share about one or two incidents in their lives where God 
specially cared for him as his Father. Note what the struggle was and how God supplied 
His provision, wisdom, or encouragement to him.  
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!
• Loving  Others !
•  
H6 

Find another believer and demonstrate God’s love by encouraging or doing something 
special for that person. 
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Cross †raining is a basic discipleship course 
designed to develop a solid Biblical grounding for 
Christians in their early Christian walk. Ideally, this 
material should be led by a mentor. This twelve 
booklets are founded on Jesus’ summary of all the 
commandments in Mark 12:30-31. 

“And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 

The scriptures integrate our relationship with God 
with the relationships with other people. We cannot 
grow in our relationship with God more than we 
are willing and able to grow in our relationship 
with other people. The  opposite is true too. We 
cannot grow in our relationship with others any 
quicker than we grow closer to God.  
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