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A	 Second	 Chance:	 Discovering	 God's	 Love	 in	 the	
Old	 Testament	 is	 an	 expository	 sermon	 from	
Jonah	 3:1-10	 enabling	 us	 to	 see	 how	 a	 proper	
view	 of	 God's	 mercy	 enables	 us	 to	 experience	
personal	 revival	 that	 can	 even	 run	 through	 the	
veins	of	our	big	cities.	

Overview of Book of Jonah
Each	 of	 Jonah’s	 chapter	 scenes	 take	 us	 into	 a	
whole	different	situation,	helping	us	get	a	better	
handle	on	key	issues	of	life:	

• Chapter	1	 -	he	was	on	a	 ship	 in	a	 raging	 storm	
running	from	God.	

• Chapter	2	-	Jonah	was	in	the	belly	of	the	big	Jish	
reluctantly	speaking	to	God.	

• Chapter	3	-	Jonah	is	seen	obeying	God	and	being	
used	to	bring	about	a	world-shaking	experience.	

• Chapter	 4	 -	 Jonah	 is	 seated	 on	 a	 hot	 seat,	
grumbling	 about	 viewing	 God’s	 mercy	 in	 the	
desert	sands	outside	Nineveh.	

Map	of	suggested	route	Jonah	took	to	Nineveh	from	where	the	Cish	
spew	him	out.	
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Jonah’s Journey to Nineveh
At	 the	 end	 of	 chapter	 2,	 God	 heard	 Jonah’s	 prayer,	
brought	 him	 up	 out	 of	 the	 depths	 of	 the	 sea,	 from	 the	
belly	 of	 a	 great	 Jish,	 and	 vomited	 him	 onto	 dry	 land.	
(Note:	Jonah	did	not	even	have	to	swim	a	hundred	yards	
to	 get	 to	 shore,	 as	 he	 deserved!)	 Where	 do	 you	 think	
Jonah	found	himself?		

I	somehow	sense	it	was	near	a	road	leading	to	Nineveh	
such	as	Tyre.	And	 if	we	have	any	sense	of	 imagination,	
quite	 consistent	 with	 the	 many	 other	 special	
arrangements	God	had	made	in	the	Book	of	Jonah	up	to	
this	point,	there	was	a	caravan	going	that	direction	that	
next	 day.	 If	 we	 accept	 the	 Book	 of	 Jonah	 as	 true	 and	
trustworthy,	and	we	should	for	Jesus	trusted	its	veracity	
(Matthew	 12:39-41;	 Mark	 16:4;	 Luke	 11:29-32),	 then	
we	must	discard	any	notions	that	God	is	not	involved	in	
the	 world	 or	 our	 personal	 lives.	 The	 opposite	 is	 true:	
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God	 is	 greatly	 concerned	 for	 us,	 and	 so	 we	 also	 must	
reject	any	thoughts	about	God	being	uncaring.	Though	
Jonah	 3	 might	 seem	 to	 be	 a	 simple	 story,	 it	 is	 a	
powerful	 theological	 revelation	 of	 the	 merciful	
character	of	God.		

Misunderstandings of God
Now	 to	 be	 honest,	
there	 is	 a	 lot	 of	
opposition	 to	 the	
involvement	 of	 God	
in	 this	 world.	 This	
k i cks	 aga ins	 the	
major	 teaching	 here.	
There	 is	 no	 doubt,	
especially	 taking	 a	 close	 look	 at	 Jonah’s	 experiences,	
that	 most,	 if	 not	 all,	 of	 our	 major	 world	 and	 personal	
problems	 stem	 from	 a	misunderstanding	 of	 God.	 Once	
we	misunderstand	God,	then	we	come	up	with	less	than	
ideal	 life	philosophies	which	hurl	us	 into	 the	storms	of	
life.	Let	me	suggest	some	of	these	crooked	perspectives	
of	God:	

• “Where	is	God?”		
• “I	don’t	think	God	cares	about	this	world.”	
• “God	must	be	evil	to	let	this	happen.”	
• “God	is	impotent.”	
• If	this	is	God’s	mercy,	I	rather	not	have	it!	

I	know	many	of	our	friends,	roommates	and	even	family	
members	 sometimes	 say	 they	 do	 not	 believe	 in	 God.	
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Usually,	 they	are	not	admitting	 to	be	atheists	but	more	
like	agnostics	that	Jind	God	has	not	personally	revealed	
Himself	 to	 them	 in	 such	 a	 way	 that	 God	 makes	 any	
difference	to	their	lives.	And	until	He	does,	they	will	not	
pay	much	attention	to	who	He	is.		

The	 Book	 of	 Jonah	 cautions	 us	 on	 making	 such	 a	
conclusion.	 It	 is	dangerous	to	maintain	an	 image	of	 life	
that	wraps	around	ourselves	and	our	plans.	It	simply	is	
not	 consistent	 with	 the	 real	 world,	 and	 on	 one	
unplanned	day,	our	balloon	will	simply	burst.	And	who	
knows	at	what	place	we	will	fall?	No,	don’t	let	the	spirit	
of	secularism	or	materialism	hold	you	down.	God	is	real	
and	actively	working	in	this	world.		

People	do	not	particularly	like	everything	God	does,	but	
this	is	only	because	of	our	misunderstanding	of	God	and	
His	 purposes.	 Jonah	wanted	 out	 from	 this	 assignment;	
he	 became	 a	 runaway	 and	 was	 even	 willing	 to	 be	
dropped	 overboard	 to	 end	 it	 all–as	 far	 as	 he	 was	
concerned.	 The	 problem	 is,	 though,	 that	many	 of	 us,	 if	
not	all	of	us,	really	do	not	understand	God	or	the	way	He	
does	 things.	 God	 only	 reveals	 somethings	 to	 us.	 The	
Book	of	 Jonah	really	helps	us	get	an	accurate	picture	of	
the	Lord.	After	reading	this	book,	we	ought	to	conclude:	

“I	 certainly	do	not	know	everything	about	God,	but	
He	 is	 involved	 in	 things	 far	more	 than	 I	 could	 ever	
imagine.	 He	 is	 concerned	 with	 individuals	 rather	
than	 just	 things.	 And	 despite	 all	 the	 evil	 going	 on,	
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God	 is	 good	 and	 a	 just	 God.	 I	 should	 learn	 more	
about	Him	and	trust	Him	more.”	

The	 point	
is,	 that	 we	
all	 are	 on	 a	
journey	 of	
k n o w i n g	
God	 more.	
I f	 we	 are	
n o t	
consciously	
going	 that	
d i rec t ion ,	
t h e n	 w e	
will,	 at	 some	
point,	get	hit	hard.	But	instead,	if	we	could	take	the	basic	
trust	that	God	gives	us	here	to	see	His	greater	purposes	
for	our	lives,	enabling	us	to	better	know	Him	and	carry	
out	 our	 life	 purposes,	 then	 our	 lives	 will	 see	 God	 as	
encouraging,	helpful,	faithful	and	deJinitely	loving.		

If	not,	you	might	just	see	your	life	though	a	clouded	and	
scratched	lens,	forcing	you	to	interpret	a	whole	series	of	
events	 in	 your	 life	 as	 if	 God	doesn’t	 care	 for	 you	 -	 like	
Jonah–but	that	is	not	true.	

To	 follow	along	with	 this	 theme,	we	will	 gain	a	deeper	
understanding	of	God	in	two	ways:	
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A)	God	genuinely	cares	for	me	(Jonah	3:1-3a)	

A	second	chance	is	given	to	Jonah	to	show	that	the	Lord	
patiently	 works	 with	 His	 people	 even	 when	 they	
disappoint	Him.	

B)	God	genuinely	cares	for	all	(Jonah	3b-10)	

A	second	chance	is	given	to	Nineveh	through	a	preacher	
that	God	sends,	calling	for	repentance	and	more.	

This	theme	of	love	might	not	be	what	we	expect	to	Jind	
in	 an	 old,	 brief	 prophetic	 book,	 stuck	 away	 in	 the	 Old	
Testament,	but	 this	 is	God’s	powerful	 reminder	so	 that	
we	would	know	of	His	love,	accept	His	Son,	Jesus	Christ	
as	Savior,	and	live	in	the	light	of	His	love	forever.	So	here	
is	 a	 book,	 and	 indeed	 a	 chapter,	 that	 debunks	 those	
nonsense	 thoughts	 and	words	 that	 say	 the	 God	 in	 the	
New	 Testament	 is	 loving	 but	 the	 God	 in	 the	 Old	
Testament	 is	 an	 angry	 God;	 what	 an	 outlandish	 and	
childish	 interpretation.	 Let	 us	 better	 understand	 who	
God	really	 is	and	how	much	He	went	out	of	His	way	to	
reveal	His	love	to	us.		

Application:

Try	to	understand	how	God	wants	to	more	deeply	reveal	
His	love	to	you,	no	matter	what	your	background.	

A)	 God	 Genuinely	 Cares	 for	 Me	
(Jonah	3:1-3a)	
3:1	 Now	 the	 word	 of	 the	 LORD	 came	 to	 Jonah	 the	
second	time,	saying,	2	“Arise,	go	to	Nineveh	the	great	
city	 and	proclaim	 to	 it	 the	proclamation	which	 I	 am	
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going	 to	 tell	 you.”	 3	 So	 Jonah	 arose	 and	 went	 to	
Nineveh	according	to	the	word	of	the	LORD.	(NASB	used	
here	and	elsewhere	unless	noted)	

What	we	Jind	so	interesting	here	in	Jonah	3:1	is	that	the	
Word	 of	 the	 Lord	 came	 to	 Jonah	 a	 second	 time.	 The	
verse	mentions	it,	so	that	if	we	somehow	had	forgotten	
how	God’s	Word	had	come	the	Jirst	time	and	how	Jonah	
blatantly	 disobeyed	 God,	 abandoned	 his	 prophetic	
assignment,	and	went	his	own	way,	and	ended	up	there	
in		the	last	verse	of	chapter	2	on	the	dry	land,	we	should	
remember	 that	God	has	brought	him	back	 to	bat,	 so	 to	
speak.	He	is	up	again.	He	again	has	his	whole	life	before	
him,	 not	 because	 he	was	 good	 or	 deserved	 it,	 and	 not	
even	because	he	wanted	it!	He	didn’t.		

God	wants	us	 to	be	overwhelmed	by	His	 gracious	 care	
for	us	so	that	we	would	trust	Him	and	be	used	of	Him.	
We	are	not	Jonah,	but	we	are	God’s	people.	Let	us	draw	a	
few	points	from	this	and	identify	some	key	points.	

1) God wants each of us to succeed.
There	are	some	parents	and	people	who	almost	seem	to	
want	those	around	them	to	fail	so	that	they	can	scoff	at	
them	and	pridefully	gloat	in	how	they	were	right.	This	is	
so	 different	 from	 the	 way	 God	 gives	 His	 people	
assignments	 to	 complete.	 Those	 assignments,	 if	 rightly	
interpreted,	 should	 be	 seen	 as	 invitations	 to	 projects	
where	we	can	be	His	coworkers	and	abundantly	reward	
us.	They	are	not	there	to	burden	but	to	bless!	The	Lord	
always	makes	us	to	be	able	to	succeed	when	we	trust	in	
Him.	
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2) God assigns each of us life challenges.
Jonah	had	received	a	call	to	make	a	prophetic	statement	
in	Nineveh.	He	had	many	others	such	assignments.	 	He	
was	a	prophet.	Few	of	us	are	prophets,	but	the	Lord	has	
His	own	assignments	that	He	appoints	us	to.			

Now	 we	 must	 understand	 that	 these	 assignments	 are	
not	 necessarily	 something	 big,	 though	 they	 can	 be.	 In	
one	 sense,	 Jonah’s	 assignment	was	 a	 simple	 preaching	
assignment,	 but	 because	 of	 the	 personal	 struggle,	 it	
became	a	life	event	for	him.	Anytime	we	are	called	to	be	
patient,	 realize	 this	 challenge	 highlights	 a	 God-given	
assignment,	 for	 patience	 is	 love.	 God	 seems	much	 less	
interested	in	how	much	income	we	might	get	than	what	
we	 do	 with	 it:	 tithing,	 charity,	 taxes,	 etc.	 The	 most	
important	decisions	are	those	private	ones	nobody	else	
knows	 about,	 decisions	 to	 be	 men	 and	 women	 of	
integrity.	

3) God clarifies and helps us to properly 
complete our assignments.
Jonah’s	assignment	was	clear	from	Jonah	1:2:	

“Arise,	go	to	Nineveh	the	great	city,	and	cry	against	it,	
for	their	wickedness	has	come	up	before	Me.”	

The	assignment	was	clear.	I	know	from	what	people	ask	
me,	many	believers	are	troubled	with	not	knowing	what	
God	wants.	They	wish	God	would	make	it	clear.	Actually,	
most	of	what	God	calls	us	to	do	is	quite	clear	-	probably	
around	 98%.	 Forgive	 one	 another.	 Be	 kind	 to	 one	
another.	 Live	holy	 lives.	But	we	 fuss	 and	make	excuses	
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and	 end	 up	 confused	 why	 God	 is	 not	 speaking	 to	 us	
through	 His	 Word.	 The	 assignment	 was	 clear,	 but	 we	
guck	 it	 up,	 and	 blame	 God	 for	 the	 contrary	 winds.	
Perhaps	we	are	more	like	Jonah	than	we	think.	

In	this	second	chance	here	in	3:2	he	says,	

“Arise,	go	to	Nineveh	the	great	city	and	proclaim	to	it	the	
proclamation	which	 I	 am	 going	 to	 tell	 you.”	 It	 appears	
that	the	Lord	did	not	tell	him	what	to	say	until	the	very	
moment	he	needed	it.	Do	not	think	that	the	assignment	
is	not	clear;	it	is.	He	does	not	need	to	know	what	to	say	
until	 the	moment.	 God	 has	His	 reasons	 for	waiting	 till	
the	last	moment	to	help	us.	Just	take	those	steps	to	obey	
that	He	has	given	to	us.	

4) Success is judged by how we carry out 
these assignments.
Success	in	life	is	not	judged	by	our	house,	car,	number	of	
children,	our	portfolio	of	 investments,	 etc.,	 but	on	how	
we	 carried	 out	 what	 He	 has	 put	 before	 us.	 It	 is	
important	 to	 go	 through	 life	 doing	God’s	will	 in	 a	way	
that	pleases	Him	and	helps	others.		

5) Although we fail, God wants us still to 
succeed.
Sometimes	 we	 fa i l ,	 through	 our	 faults	 and	
misunderstandings,	 but	 God	 still	 wants	 us	 to	 succeed.	
God	 corrects	 us	 and	 sets	 us	 back	 where	 we	 can	 go	
forward–just	like	He	did	with	Jonah.	Jonah	cannot	make	
up	what	he	lost,	but	he	can	now	obey.	
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Never	give	up	on	yourself.	That	 is	 always	Satan’s	voice	
tempting	us	to	give	up.	God	never	gives	up	with	us–until	
death	 (this	 is	 one	 reason	 suicide	 is	 very	 wrong).	 Our	
future	can	be	bright	from	today	forward,	no	matter	how	
dark	yesterday	was.	

6) God is forgiving and will often give us a 
second chance.
We	 should	 not	 assume	 God	 has	 to	 give	 us	 a	 second	
chance.	If	we	proudly	sin,	just	assuming	we	deserve	the	
best	 the	 second	 time	around,	we	are	 still	 in	 the	wrong	
and	will	Jind	no	chance.	God	only	works	with	those	who	
humbly	seek,	not	those	who	proudly	declare	that	it	is	his	
right.		

Recently,	someone	was	recalling	how	the	last	chapter	of	
John,	 John	 21,	 was	 so	 encouraging	 to	 him.	 Do	 you	
remember	 after	 Peter’s	 denial,	 that	 Jesus	 went	 to	 the	
shore	and	met	up	 the	disciples	 that	had	 Jled	away	and	
invited	 them	 to	 breakfast?	 Jesus	 then	 carefully	 but	
assuredly	 recommissions	 Peter	 to	 care	 for	 His	 sheep.	
With	 so	 any	 disciples,	 Jesus	 insists	 on	 working	 with	
Peter.	

Another	 person	 recently	 told	 me,	 in	 reJlection	 of	 this	
passage,	 how	 God	 has	 not	 only	 given	 him	 a	 second	
chance,	 but	 a	 hundredth	 and	 thousandth	 chance.	 I	
couldn’t	 agree	with	 this	 brother	more.	My	 life	 is	 Jilled	
with	such	chances.	

There	is	something	signiJicant	with	this	second	chance.	
It	 humbles	 us	 because	 our	 whole	 life	 is	 a	 series	 of	
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second,	 third,	 fourth,	 etc.	 chances.	 You	 might	 have	
‘blown’	 your	 chance,	 but	 recognize	 that	 God	 has	 come	
back	 to	 again	 call	 us	 into	 obedience.	 This	 is	 God,	 our	
faithful	Father.	Our	human	fathers	sometimes	cast	us	off	
and	 even	 rejected	 in	 their	 sight	 for	 not	 accomplishing	
what	they	wanted.	God	is	not	this	way.		

This	 pit	 of	 giving	 up	 on	 ourselves	 is	 one	 that	 Satan,	
known	as	 the	Accuser,	digs	 for	us	and	 then	hands	us	a	
shovel	 to	 have	 us	 cover	 ourselves	 up.	 He	 feeds	 us	 all	
sorts	of	self-accusations	and	wants	us	to	toss	them	over	
our	heads	until	buried.		

God’s	 good	 ways	 runs	 counter	 to	 this;	 He	 offers	 us	
confession,	where	we	admit	what	we	have	done	wrong,	
shows	us	Christ’s	death	on	 the	cross	–	where	He	 takes	
away	our	curse	and	shame,	and	restores	us	to	move	on	
in	 obedience.	 Is	 this	 not	 this	 behind	 every	 second	
chance	that	the	Lord	gives	us.		

Not	 one	 of	 God’s	 children	need	 to	 remain	 in	 the	 pit	 of	
despondence,	 discouragement,	 defeat,	 despair	 or	
depression.	 All	 of	 these	 misunderstands	 are	 based	 on	
focusing	 on	 our	 mess	 rather	 than	 seeing	 God’s	 larger	
plan	and	purposes	for	our	lives.	

Summary

As	I	look	back	upon	my	life,	I	see	myself	failing	at	many	
points.	 I	 am	 not	 proud	 of	 any	 of	 them.	 But	 God	 in	His	
gracious	work	with	my	life	has	picked	me	up,	much	like	
a	 little	 child:	 repeatedly	 falling	 in	 some	mud,	 cleaning	
me	up,	reassuring	me	of	His	love	and	setting	me	on	His	
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path.	When	 I	 look	 back,	 I	 see	 the	 term	 second	 chance	
really	means	 a	 persistent	 love	 that	 forgives,	 reconciles	
and	 restores	 each	 time,	 enabling	me	 to	 learn	 and	win.	
Distortions	of	God’s	personal	 care	 for	His	 children	will	
lead	them	to	a	spirit	of	pride	or	defeat.	

God’s	care	for	Jonah	shows	how	God	cares	for	all	of	His	
children.	God	genuinely	cares	for	me.	He	cares	for	all	His	
children	in	this	way.		

Application	points:	

• God	does	genuinely	care	for	you.	
• Welcome	the	Lord’s	involvement	in	your	lives.	
• Confess	 any	 hardness	 of	 heart	 or	 reluctance	 to	

obey.	
• Accept	God’s	forgiveness	and	move	on	in	hope.	
• Be	exceedingly	glad	God	works	with	and	within	

you.	
• Join	 hands	 with	 God	 for	 the	 assignments	 set	

before	you.	

B)	 God	 Genuinely	 Cares	 for	 all	
(Jonah	3b-10)	
3b	 Now	 Nineveh	 was	 an	 exceedingly	 great	 city,	 a	
three	days’	walk.	 4	Then	 Jonah	began	 to	 go	 through	
the	 city	 one	 day’s	 walk;	 and	 he	 cried	 out	 and	 said,	
“Yet	 forty	 days	 and	 Nineveh	 will	 be	 overthrown.”	 5	
Then	the	people	of	Nineveh	believed	in	God;	and	they	
called	a	fast	and	put	on	sackcloth	from	the	greatest	to	
the	least	of	them.	

	 6	When	 the	 word	 reached	 the	 king	 of	 Nineveh,	 he	
arose	 from	his	 throne,	 laid	 aside	his	 robe	 from	him,	
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covered	himself	with	sackcloth,	and	sat	on	the	ashes.		
7	 And	 he	 issued	 a	 proclamation	 and	 it	 said,	 “In	
Nineveh	by	the	decree	of	the	king	and	his	nobles:	Do	
not	let	man,	beast,	herd,	or	Jlock	taste	a	thing.	Do	not	
let	 them	 eat	 or	 drink	 water.	 	 8	 “But	 both	man	 and	
beast	 must	 be	 covered	 with	 sackcloth;	 and	 let	 men	
call	 on	 God	 earnestly	 that	 each	 may	 turn	 from	 his	
wicked	 way	 and	 from	 the	 violence	 which	 is	 in	 his	
hands.	 	9	“Who	knows,	God	may	turn	and	relent,	and	
withdraw	 His	 burning	 anger	 so	 that	 we	 shall	 not	
perish?”	

God’s	 Word	 came	 to	 Jonah	 a	 second	 time.	 This	
demonstrates	God's	great	mercy,	both	 toward	 Jonah,	 in	
the	sense	he	could	still	carry	out	God’s	holy	will,	but	also	
towards	Nineveh,	for	the	message	of	judgment	creates	a	
door	 to	 repentance,	 where	 God’s	 grace	 can	 often	 be	
found.	 God’s	 mercy,	 then,	 is	 seen	 as	 persistent	 and	
strong	as	his	enduring	wrath.	

The	Great	City	(3a)	
“Now	 Nineveh	 was	 an	 exceedingly	 great	 city,	 a	 three	
days’	walk”	(3b).	There	is	no	lack	of	writing	regards	the	
greatness	 of	 the	 capital	 city	 of	 Nineveh	 of	 the	 ancient	
world	empire	of	Assyria.		

Assyria	 in	 722	 BC	 eventually	 swept	 over	 Israel’s	
northern	 kingdom	 called	 Israel	 and	 took	 her	 captive.	
Zephaniah	and	Nahum	were	two	other	prophetic	books	
describing	 the	evils	of	 this	nation,	but	 Jonah	3,	written	
before	 that	 time,	 does	 not	 describe	 the	 evil	 of	 the	 city	
here	but	that	it	was	huge.	
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Note	the	description:	“exceedingly	great	city.”	The	word	
‘exceedingly’	 modiJies	 the	 word	 great	 which	 itself	
describes	 the	 object	 -	 a	 city	 (which	 is	 usually	 already	
large).	Jonah	described	it	as	having	120,000	infants,	not	
knowing	 the	 difference	 between	 right	 and	 left	 hand	
(4:11).	 The	 population	 probably	 had	 near	 a	 million	
inhabitants.	

Since	 the	 archaeologists	 have	 started	 their	 diggings	 in	
the	nineteenth	century,	much	has	been	discovered	about	
Nineveh.	 A	Google	 Earth	 picture	 above	 shows	how	 the	
ancient	ruins	of	Nineveh	is	surrounded	now	by	the	fast	
growing	 city	 of	Mosul,	 Iraq	 (above).	 The	 old	walls	 are	
about	 7	miles	 in	 circumference	 (above	 left).	 The	 three	
day’s	walk	could	include	the	different	places	within	the	
city	 Jonah	 walked;	 the	 king	 only	 heard	 about	 it	 a	 bit	
later.	

Nineveh’s ruins are outside Mosul, Iraq.
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Application

Our	age	 is	marked	by	huge	cities.	Compared	 to	 today’s	
great	cities	of	over	ten	million,	Nineveh	was	a	dwarf.	We	
should	 remember	 God	 does	 look	 at	 cities,	 individuals	
and	 nations,	 constantly	 keeping	 a	 discerning	 eye	 on	
them.	

The Message
God	 evidently	 revealed	 the	 message	 when	 Jonah	 got	
there.	Verse	4	says,	“Then	Jonah	began	to	go	through	the	
city	one	day’s	walk;	and	he	cried	out	and	said,	‘Yet	forty	
days	and	Nineveh	will	be	overthrown.’”	

The	 message	 was	 not	 gentle	 or	 persuasive.	 There	 are	
some	that	state	that	a	negative	word	should	not	be	said.	
Let	us	Jirst	think	about	why	God	says	that	and	then	the	
beneJit	of	it.	

Nineveh’s inner walls stood 100 feet 
high, 3 chariots wide.
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1) Judgment
While	 the	 Lord	 does	 not	 say	 here	 in	 chapter	 3	 the	
reason	for	the	message,	it	is	given	in	chapter	1	and	it	is	
strongly	inferred	here	as	the	people	evidently	knew	the	
wrong	from	which	they	were	to	repent.	 Jonah	1:2	says,	
“Cry	against	it,	for	their	wickedness	has	come	up	before	
Me.”	Let	us	think	about	the	meaning	of,	“Come	up	before	
Me.”		

	

First,	it	does	not	mean	that	God	was	not	knowledgeable	
about	their	evil	before	this.	Nor	does	it	mean,	that	they	
had	not	sinned	before	 this.	 Instead,	 it	means	 that	 their	
evil	has	come	up	to	such	a	high	 level	 that	 it	 is	 time	 for	
judgment	 to	 come.	 God,	 as	 a	 righteous	 Judge,	 keeps	 a	
record	of	our	wrongdoing.	

Jonah 1:2 says, “Cry against it, for their 
wickedness has come up before Me.”
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Although	 some	 of	 us	might	 think	 there	 is	 no	 place	 for	
judgment,	when	someone	doe	something	wrong	to	you,	
you	like	most	people	will	want	to	straighten	it	out	right	
away.	You	can	imagine	someone	crying	out,	“I	want	the	
$100	 back	 that	 you	 stole	 from	 me!”	 When	 people	
disobey	God,	it	means	not	only	that	they	have	offended	
God	but	have	hurt	others.	 It	 is	unimaginable	that	those	
who	 purposely	 kill	 others	 are	 not	 promptly	 executed.	
God	is	extremely	patient	here,	as	with	us.		

In	Genesis	 6:13,	 the	phrase	was	 earlier	 used	 in	Noah’s	
time,	 “The	end	of	all	 Jlesh	has	come	before	Me;	 for	 the	
earth	 is	 Jilled	 with	 violence	 because	 of	 them;	 and	
behold,	 I	 am	 about	 to	 destroy	 them	with	 the	 earth.”	 It	
seems	quite	evident	that	the	accurate	meaning	refers	to	
a	growing	wickedness	 that	 reaches	some	point	when	a	
sentence	of	judgment	has	been	declared,	waiting	for	its	
soon	execution.	 In	English,	we	say,	 “Enough	 is	enough.”	
Nineveh,	 the	 impregnable	city,	would	be	overthrown	in	
forty	 days.	 Overthrown	 must	 be	 understood	 that	 the	
people	 would	 not	 hereafter	 be	 recognizable.	 Many	
would	be	destroyed	from	some	form	of	judgment.		

Violence
This	 week	 saw	 a	 number	 of	 violent	 things	 happen	 on	
our	street.	What	a	shame	to	see	a	huge	man	wrestling	a	
younger	 teenager	down	to	 the	ground,	 trying	 to	smash	
him.	 A	 Spanish	man	 was	 hurt	 by	 a	 mob	 of	 13	 several	
years	ago.	He	remains	unwilling	to	forget.	He	refused	to	
hear	the	message	of	Jesus.	“Forgiveness	was	not	part	of	
this	vocabulary,”	he	said.		
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Man's	 anger,	 however,	 is	 different	 from	 God's	 anger;	
man's	 violence	 differs	 from	 God's	 violence.	 Man's	
violences	 fool	 itself	 by	 occupying	 one’s	 mind	 with	
ruining	the	life	of	another.	God's	violence,	Jirst	delayed,	
again	and	again,	carries	out	justice	in	a	predictable	and	
necessary	way.		

How	do	we	know?	In	verse	10	God	is	seen	quite	willing	
to	change	His	approach.	In	other	words,	God	is	seeking	a	
way	 to	 bless	 us.	 At	 a	 certain	 point	 his	 wrath	 does	
necessarily	come	into	play	in	order	to	carry	out	justice,	
but	before	that,	and	even	during	that	time,	God	is	trying	
to	 create	 an	 open	 window	 where	 man	 might	
repent.	Again,	God,	unlike	man,	 	 is	quite	willing	 to	put	
his	 assault	 aside	 because	He	 genuinely	 cares	 for	 those	
He	has	made.	His	anger	is	not	like	man's	anger.	

The	 scriptures	 present	 God,	 as	 slow	 to	 anger.	 This	
means	 that	 though	 we	 would	 deserve	 judgment	 upon	
the	Jirst	sin,	God	delays	the	just	punishment.	We	should	
not	conclude	that	there	is	no	God	or	no	consequence	for	
what	we	do,	but	instead	that	when	judgment	does	come	
we	 will	 suffer	 most	 terribly	 due	 to	 God’s	 proper	
execution	of	justice.		

Application

If	God	should	judge	you	upon	your	Jirst	three	sins,	how	
long	would	you	live?	Not	long.	Think	about	the	city	you	
grew	up	in.	About	the	city	that	you	dream	to	have	a	job	
in.	Think	of	the	city	where	you	now	live.	To	what	degree	
has	the	judgment	increased?		
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I	just	read	how	the	government	awards	$70,00	to	two	of	
our	 colleges	 to	 help	 restrain	 them	 from	 allowing	
increasingly	 wild	 and	 disturbing	 parties.	 Funny–think	
about	 the	 funding:	 it	 comes	 from	 a	 tax	 on	 the	 alcohol	
that	they	purchase	from	the	State	which	sells	it!	Part	of	
judgment	 is	 not	 being	 able	 to	 see	 how	 our	 sinful	
activities	are	destroying	us.	Judgment	is	near	to	us.	Our	
folly	is	ever	so	evident.	

Revival	
5	 Then	 the	 people	 of	 Nineveh	 believed	 in	 God;	 and	
they	 called	 a	 fast	 and	 put	 on	 sackcloth	 from	 the	
greatest	 to	 the	 least	 of	 them.	 6	 When	 the	 word	
reached	 the	 king	 of	 Nineveh,	 he	 arose	 from	 his	
throne,	laid	aside	his	robe	from	him,	covered	himself	
with	sackcloth,	and	sat	on	the	ashes.		7	And	he	issued	
a	proclamation	and	it	said,	“In	Nineveh	by	the	decree	
of	 the	 king	 and	 his	 nobles:	 Do	 not	 let	 man,	 beast,	
herd,	 or	 Jlock	 taste	 a	 thing.	 Do	 not	 let	 them	 eat	 or	
drink	 water.	 	 8	 “But	 both	 man	 and	 beast	 must	 be	
covered	 with	 sackcloth;	 and	 let	 men	 call	 on	 God	
earnestly	 that	 each	 may	 turn	 from	 his	 wicked	 way	
and	from	the	violence	which	is	in	his	hands.	 	9	“Who	
knows,	 God	may	 turn	 and	 relent,	 and	withdraw	His	
burning	anger	so	that	we	shall	not	perish?”	

What	 happened?	 How	 is	 it	 possible	 that	 the	 wicked	
people	of	Nineveh	would	believe	in	God	instead	of	their	
idols,	 self	 and	 violence?	 I	 wonder,	 in	 speculation,	 I	
admit,	that	if	story	of	what	happened	on	that	ship	got	to	
Nineveh	ahead	of	him.	But	it	really	does	not	matter.	The	
most	 important	 thing	 for	 us	 to	 realize	 is	 that	 God	 can	
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and	 at	 times	 turn	 around	 from	 His	 climatic	 sentence	
even	upon	a	very	wicked	society.	

					We	greatly	need	revival!	

The	Word	of	God	that	went	from	Jonah’s	mouth,	severe	
though	 they	be,	was	used	by	 the	Spirit	of	God	 to	bring	
faith	to	the	people.	They	believed	in	God.	We	should	not	
think	that	this	meant	that	they	became	Jewish,	but	 like	
the	boatmen,	 they	now	believed	 in	God	as	Creator	and	
saw	 that	 He	 was	 real	 and	 needed	 to	 be	 rightly	
responded	 to.	 Somehow,	God	only	knows,	 the	 emperor	
was	 also	 taken	 aback,	 and	 commanded	 his	 whole	
kingdom,	 beasts	 included,	 to	 cover	 themselves	 with	
burlap	and	 fast	 from	 food	and	water.	Beyond	 this,	 they	
must	earnestly	call	on	God	and	 turn	 from	their	wicked	
ways	and	from	all	the	violence.		

Their	 hope	 was	 not	 demand.	 They	 all	 of	 a	 sudden	
realized	that	they	were	under	God’s	wrath	and	life	was	
about	to	be	taken	from	them	in	just	over	a	month’s	time.	
They	knew	God’s	anger	had	already	reached	beyond	the	
saturation	point,	but	they	sought	His	mercy	and	grace.		

Here	are	some	steps	to	revival	that	happened	here:	

• Messenger	brings	God’s	Word	
• People	hear	God’s	Word	
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• Gain	conviction	about	the	truth	of	God’s	Word	
• Change	their	lifestyle	to	please	the	Lord	
• Pass	on	their	newly	found	convictions	
• Larger	societal	forces,	like	government,	follow	
• Humility	precedes	extra	grace	from	God	
• God	relents	on	the	judgment	

This	 movement,	 remaking	 the	 path	 of	 a	 great	 empire,	
undoubtedly	 strives	 to	be	one	of	 the	historic	moments	
of	any	kingdom	in	the	history	of	 the	world.	The	capital	
of	Nineveh	went	on	after	this	point	to	its	zenith,	though	
unfortunately,	 later	 hardened	 itself	 and	was	destroyed.	
Remember	 it	 was	 God-initiated,	 God-desired	 and	 God-
glorifying.	

Application

God	did	not	become	real	when	the	Ninevites	believed	in	
Him;	they	Jinally	could	apprehend	the	reality	of	God	and	
His	 Jierce	and	 justiJied	anger	against	 them.	 	Here	are	a	
few	applications.	

• It	is	never	too	late	to	repent,	for	you	or	another.	
For	man	it	might	be	too	late	to	hope	for	reform,	
but	not	for	God.	

• Never	 put	 any	 person,	 city	 or	 country	 beyond	
possible	 faith	 and	 repentance.	 This	 is	 hard	
considering	how	wicked	a	people	might	be.	

• Any	 of	 us	 can	 now	 repent	 and	 seek	 God	 for	
forgiveness.	 The	message	 is	 the	 same;	 perhaps	
God	will	relent	and	forgive.	

• Are	 you	 humbled	 and	 broken	 by	 your	 sin,	
seeking	God’s	grace?	
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Hope (Jonah 3:10)
“When	 God	 saw	 their	 deeds,	 that	 they	 turned	 from	
their	wicked	way,	 then	God	 relented	 concerning	 the	
calamity	which	He	had	declared	He	would	bring	upon	
them.	And	He	did	not	do	it.”	

Observe	 in	 verse	 nine	 man's	 heart	 and	 hope,	 “Who	
knows,	 God	 may	 turn	 and	 relent,	 and	 withdraw	 His	
burning	anger	so	that	we	shall	not	perish?”	Their	small	
faith	 in	 the	message	of	God	brought	a	meager	but	 true	
hope	that	God	would	relent	from	His	anger	so	that	they	
would	not	perish.		

Mercy	 does	 not	 come	 if	 there	 is	 no	 repentance.	
Repentance	shows	that	there's	a	change	in	the	condition	
of	the	heart	and	life	by	which	we	can	seek	and	Jind	the	
mercy	of	God.		

Application

Are	 there	 things	 in	 your	 life	 that	 you	 need	 to	 change?	
Pride,	 arrogance	 and	 insolence	 are	 dangerous	 because	
they	do	not	allow	a	person	to	change	and	reform.	

Conclusion
The	 Ninevites	 turned	 from	 their	 wicked	 ways.	 All	 can	
but	 not	 all	 want	 to.	 God	 released	 a	 vision	 of	 His	 love	
h e re	 i n	 J onah	 3	 i n	 an t i c i p a t i on	 t h a t	 ou r	
misunderstandings	 of	 Him	 and	 His	 ways	 will	 be	
corrected.	 Instead	of	 all	 the	doubtful	 statements	 about	
God,	 often	 heard	 around	 us,	 we	 discover	 a	 bastion	 of	
hope	streaming	from	God’s	gracious	works	here”	
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• “God	is	here!”		
• “God	cares	for	this	world!”	
• “God	must	be	 good	 to	bring	 this	

about!”	
• “God	is	so	powerful!”	
• If	 this	 is	 God’s	 mercy,	 please	

allow	me	(us)	to	experience	it!	

God’s	 work	 in	 us	 is	 not	 to	 just	
‘experience	Him’	but	to	live	it	out	in	loving	others	as	He	
loves	 and	 telling	 others	 of	 the	 message	 of	 repentance	
and	hope.	

Revival	starts	with	a	proper	view	of	God,	touches	one’s	life	and	
remakes	societies!	

God	really	wants	to	work	in	much	greater	ways	through	
our	 lives.	Our	problem?	Like	 Jonah	we	are	disobedient.	
We	are	not	sold	out	on	God.	We	doubt	Him.	We	question	
His	ways.	 It	 is	 time	 that	we	 ourselves	 repent	 and	 give	
our	lives	to	the	Lord	so	that	He	can	extend	His	extreme	
mercy	to	many	others,	even	our	large	cities.	If	God	leads	
you,	be	obedient	and	you	will	see	the	amazing	riches	of	
God	poured	out	in	your	life	and	those	around	you!
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