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✴ An Outline of the Book of Romans

A. Righteousness Revealed:  Gospel  (Rom  1:1-17)              

B. Righteousness Obsolete:  Sin  (Rom 1:18-3:20)                    

C. Righteousness Made: Justification  (Rom 3:21-5:21)           

D. Righteousness Attained:  Sanctification (Rom 6-8)   

E. Righteousness eNlarged:  Worldwide  (Rom 9-11)      

F.  Righteousness Spread:  Service  (Rom 12-16)                

Overview of  Romans



Romans  
4:1-12

Illustrations 
of Faith’s 

Power

✴ A Survey of the Book of Romans

Overview of  Romans
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Introduction to Romans 4

Continuity with the 
Old Testament

Proof from the Old Testament

Doctrine of 
justification 

of faith
Chapter 3

Stories of 
Abraham & 

David
Chapter 4
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A) A Look at Abraham’s Life (Romans 4:1-5)

•“According to the flesh” 

• “Justified by works” 

• “What does the Scripture say?” 

• “Reckoned to him as righteousness.”

* Abraham: His life and faith (4:1-3)
4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God. 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED 
GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

Faith discerns what is true and real, thus 
disclosing what is most important, calling 
us to properly respond in obedience.
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A) A Look at Abraham’s Life (Romans 4:1-5)

•“The one who works” 

• “Justifies the ungodly” - evidence of  sin 

• “Reckoned as righteousness.”

* Abraham: His need of righteousness (4:4-5)
4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a 
favor, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, 
but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
reckoned as righteousness.

Those who believe in Christ gain faith 
through God’s promise to forgive us 
through Jesus Christ.

If salvation is 
dependent on our 

belief, then the 
obtaining and 

preserving of this 
belief stands to be the 
most important object 

of our life, without 
which, we will most 

certainly perish.
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B) A Look at David’s Life  (Romans 4:6-8)

•“David the king” 

• “Blessing” - descendant (2 Sam 7) 

• “Apart from works”

 * David: His life and faith (4:6)
6 Just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God 
reckons righteousness apart from works: 7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 
LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 
COVERED. 8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT.”

•“Transgression is forgiven” 

•“How blessed”

32:1 (A Psalm of David. A Maskil.) How blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, Whose sin is covered! 2 How blessed is the man to whom the LORD 
does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!  Ps 32:1-2
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C. A Look at OT Truths (Romans 4:9-12)

* The timing of circumcision (9-10)

•The sign of  circumcision 

•The seal of  circumcision

9 Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the uncircumcised also? 
For we say, “FAITH WAS RECKONED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 10 
How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not 
while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.

11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the 
faith which he had while uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all who 
believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to 
them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the 
circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham 
which he had while uncircumcised.

* The ceremony of circumcision (11-12)
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Illustrations of  Faith’s Power ( Rom 4:1-12)

1. Baptism as a ceremony parallels circumcision. What is baptism? Does 
faith come before or after baptism? Explain. 

2. Many churches, Catholic and Protestant, have deserted the gospel by 
stressing good works as a means to acceptance before God. What are 
some signs that a church has a faulty view? 

3.  How can you share the gospel with someone who trusts in his good 
behavior, works or ceremony? 

4. What is the Lord prompting you to do through this passage? 

Summary
Salvation is open to everyone, no matter 
our race or sin, though faith in Christ, 
God’s promise, remains essential.

Discussion questions
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