
*This is not a transcript of the sermon. It is a manuscript the pastor used to preach the sermon.  

The Testimony of our Conscience 
2 Corinthians 1:12-24 

January 15, 2023 
Dr. Ritch Boerckel 

 

 Perhaps you remember the story of Pinocchio.  Geppetto carves a wooden 
puppet whom he names Pinocchio.  Geppetto wishes upon a star that Pinocchio 
would be a real boy.  That night a Blue Fairy brings Pinocchio to life as a wooden 
puppet.  She promises Pinocchio that he will become a real boy if he proves 
himself to be “brave, truthful and unselfish”.  The blue fairy gives Pinocchio a gift 
of a talking insect named, Jiminy Cricket who serves as the voice of Pinocchio’s 
conscience.  When Pinocchio becomes confused about what is right or wrong, he 
is encouraged to give a little whistle and then Jiminy will appear to help him stay 
away from evil and to make good decisions.  In the 1940s Disney movie, Jiminy 
sings to P: 
 
When you get in trouble, and you don’t know right from wrong 
Give a little whistle 
When you meet temptation and the urge is very strong 
Give a little whistle . . .  
 
And always let your conscience be your guide. 

 
Now Paul would not be on the same page as Jiminy Cricket.  Paul would say, 
“Always let God’s Word be your guide.”  Paul knows that many people have 
hardened or seared consciences and that our conscience may not point to true 
NORTH like the compass of scripture.  Nevertheless, Paul would agree with Jiminy 
Cricket that conscience can be an important tool to align our lives with God’s 
Word.  In fact, . . . 
 
Main Idea:  A healthy conscience that is informed by the Word of God and is 
transformed by the fear of God is one of God’s most effective gifts to help us 
win our battle against sin.  Let us take pains to possess a conscience that is clear 
before both God and man! 
 
Three elements must be present to possess a healthy conscience:   
1. The Word of God.  The Word alone accurately informs our conscience.  Our 
feelings about right and wrong will often fail us.  Our world sets its goal to destroy 
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our conscience by convincing us that what is good is evil and what is evil is good.  
Our conscience is more like a sunroom than the sun.  Our conscience does not 
produce light.  It needs to have sunlight enter it in order for it to be useful. 
2. Obedience.  We must listen submissively to our conscience or we will silence 
our conscience.  Some through disobedience have permanently silenced their 
conscience.   
3.  The fear of God.  Our conscience awakens us to the fact that we will stand 
before God to give an account for every word, every thought and every action we 
take in this life.   
 
In 2 Corinthians 1, Paul is facing accusations from false apostles that he is 
untrustworthy, insincere, self-interested and unreliable.  They are effective in 
convincing some in the Corinthian church to believe that Paul is a phony.  Paul 
defends his apostolic credibility by appealing to the testimony of his conscience.   
 
“For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience,” (2 Corinthians 1:12 ESV) 
 

Paul defends his apostleship not because he wants personal vindication, but 
because the whole church will be led away from the true Gospel if he does not 
defend himself.   

God appointed Paul to be the messenger of His Gospel.  And if the super-
apostles are effective in undermining Paul as God’s messenger then God’s 
message will be lost.  Remember the NT is in the process of being written by the 
apostles.  If they destroy the apostle Paul’s credibility they will destroy the 
influence of much of the NT.   
 
“Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in the 
sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.” (2 
Corinthians 12:19 ESV) 

 

So in the face of slander, Paul calls a defense witnesses to the witness stand.  
Who does he call? 
 
“For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience,” (2 Corinthians 1:12 ESV) 

 

Paul’s first defense witness is his own conscience.  This is an interesting choice 
because Paul could have called many other prominent spiritual leaders to give 
letters of reference to testify on Paul’s behalf.  He could have called people like 
Titus, Timothy, Luke, Apollos, Peter, Aquila and Priscilla, Silas and Barnabas.  He 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:12
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._12:19
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:12
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would have called a host of people to the witness stand and they all would have 
said, “Hey, Paul is a stand-up guy.  He is the real deal.  He knows God.  God has 
called him by the miracle of rebirth to be Jesus’ apostle to you.  You can trust him. 
He sacrifices himself for your sake.  He does not have a selfish or greedy bone in 
his body.”  Slam dunk references.  Why does Paul first call his own conscience to 
the witness stand?   
 
Because Paul’s conscience knows more about Paul than other people know about 
Paul.  An good conscience always tells the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth.   
 
Truth:  What a valuable ally a good conscience is to a person who wishes to live 
a godly life!!  What a miserable enemy a defiled conscience is to the eternal joy 
of any person! 
 
Paul is able to call his conscience to the witness stand to testify against those who 
are slandering him because he knows that his conscience is built upon a good 
foundation.  His conscience is not defiled or weak or corrupted.   
 
Before we look at five foundations that help us to possess a clear conscience, I ask 
you a personal question.   
 
Question:  What is the condition of your conscience?  Is your conscience clear or 
has it become defiled, hardened and seared?  Is your conscience a reliable guide 
or has it been hardened by abuse? 
 
This morning we are going to look at five foundations for a clear conscience.  
These five foundations will help us take pains to have a clear conscience too. 
 
Five Foundations for a Clear Conscience  
 
Foundation #1:  Our godly walk. 
 
“For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so 
toward you.” (2 Corinthians 1:12 ESV) 
 

A good conscience is strengthened through a life of simple obedience to God. 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:12
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Paul lived with the Corinthians for 18 months.  Now he says, “Hey, my conscience 
confirms that I am walking my talk!”  Paul does not preach one morality and live 
another.  His life is not a contradiction to his message, but a commercial for it.   
 

The word “simplicity” means that Paul’s lived his life with concern for only one 
person’s opinion.  You know life gets pretty complex when we start caring about 
how others will respond to us.  Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of man becomes a 
snare, but he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted.” Paul lived simply with only 
one person whom he cared to please.  He woke up each morning with one simple 
question on his mind, “Lord, what would God have me do?”  He did not have to 
ask confusing pragmatic questions like, “What will work out for the best 
outcome?  What will cause the most people to respond to my message?  How will 
my decisions help me or hurt me in my goals?”   
Paul woke up every day and simply asked, “Lord, what would please you today?”  
He states his simple life theme in Philippians 1:21, “For me to live is Christ and to 
die is gain.” How much freedom this simplicity brings to our daily decisions!!  
 
The word “godly sincerity” means that he is not trying to hide his flaws, he is 
not covering up anything.  What he presents to others on the outside that is what 
he is on the inside.  His inner world is an open book and he invites the Corinthians 
to examine his life.  He knows that the closer that they look at his life, the more 
convinced that they will believe that he is the real deal. 
 
Never contradict your profession. Be ever one of those whose manners are Christian, whose 
speech is like Jesus, whose conduct and conversation are so reminiscent of heaven that all who 
see you may know that you are the Savior's, recognizing in you His features of love and His 
countenance of holiness.  Charles Spurgeon 

 
Principle:  If we wish to build a healthy conscience that is useful for our eternal 
good, we must fear the Lord and obey Him.  Our behavior impacts the health of 
our conscience in profound ways!  Often with delayed impact . . . but huge 
impact. 
 
Illustration:  Sun and my early years.  Now I am living with the consequences.  
Your burn your skin over and over and it starts to rebel against you. 
 
God tells us that many burn their own consciences through disobedience to Him. 
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To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both 
their minds and their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but they deny him by 
their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.” (Titus 1:15–16 ESV).  
 
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose 
consciences are seared,” (1 Timothy 4:1–2 ESV) 

 
Illustration:  High school shop class.  Electronics class and soldering gun.  My 
finger stopped feeling pain.  Little burn by little burn.  Little sins that at first prick 
our conscience will dull our consciences if we continue in them.   
Truth: A seared conscience no longer feels inward pain in the presence of evil. 
 
But the Gospel of Jesus offers us an opportunity to have our consciences restored 
to usefulness.  
 
“The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 
faith.” (1 Timothy 1:5 ESV).  
 
“Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all 
things.” (Hebrews 13:18 ESV)  
 

Everyone has a conscience.  The question is whether ours is healthy or diseased.  
Our consciences are like our bodies, if we abuse them, they will eventually fail 
us.  If we care for them, they will serve us well.  When Paul stood before the 
Roman governor Felix he told him, 
 
“I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man.”  (Acts 24:10–16 
ESV) 
 

Now does this mean that a godly life is a product of our own efforts?  NO!!  God 
forbid! 
 
“For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely 
so toward you.” (2 Corinthians 1:12 ESV) 
 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Titus_1:15
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Tim._4:1
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Tim._1:5
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Heb._13:18
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#Acts_24:10
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:12
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Paul wants the Corinthians to know that his godly behavior did not come from 
“earthly wisdom”.   He did not create some attractive four step program.  He did 
not offer some mystical experience to attain this kind of life.   

Paul says that his godly life is produced wholly by the grace of God.  Yes.  
He took pains to obey the Lord and to keep a clear conscience.  He was not 
passive in this pursuit of a godly life.  BUT he also was not the cause of his godly 
life.  Jesus is.  He knows that the grace of God in Jesus is his only hope.  He knows 
that without Jesus he will be tempted and drawn away by his own lusts into sin.  
Jesus is the One who cleanses us of our sin.  The Lord is the One who sanctifies us. 
 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” For it is not the one who commends himself who is 
approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.”  (2 Corinthians 10:17–18 ESV) 

 
Application:  Pursue the joy of living a godly life.  Open your heart to the daily 
work of the grace of God.  Lay the foundation for a good conscience through a 
life of active obedience.  Do not let little sins dull your conscience by walking in 
them.   
 
Foundation #2:  Our authentic talk. 
 
For we are not writing to you anything other than what you read and understand and I hope you 
will fully understand -- just as you did partially understand us” (2 Corinthians 1:13–14 ESV) 
 

A good conscience grows through speaking plainly and truthfully . . . especially 
when plain and clear communication will not be received well. 
  
Paul says that his conscience testifies that he has been straight with them.  He has 
not tried to manipulate them through unclear or evasive words.  What he has 
said, he meant and what he meant that is what he said. 
 
Now the super-apostles have been accusing Paul of being deceptive and 
untruthful in what he says.  Paul knows that if they are effective in convincing that 
he uses language to manipulate them, then the Corinthians will stop listening to 
God’s message that he is bringing to them. 
 
Have you ever been tempted to use words that were less than clear because you 
knew that if your words were clear the person you were speaking to would not 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._10:17
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:13
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like it?  We may try to justify ourselves by saying, “Well, I did not exactly lie about 
it.”  But if we use words to shade the truth, then people are wise to distrust us. 
 
Here are two universal facts:   

1. Bad leaders often hide the truth by using crafty language. 
2. Good leaders are often falsely accused of hiding the whole truth by crafty 

language.   
 
Paul is in the latter category. Why was Paul being accused of being a liar? 
 
Well, at the end of 1 Corinthians, Paul told them his travel plans. 
 
I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through Macedonia, and 
perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my journey, 
wherever I go. For I do not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 
you, if the Lord permits.” (1 Corinthians 16:5–7 ESV) 

 
Paul planned to stay the winter in Corinth, but something happened that forced 
him to change his plans.  So then Paul made a Plan B: 
 
15   Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a second 
experience of grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you 
from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea. (2 Corinthians 1:15–16 ESV) 
 

But then Plan B had to be changed. This time it was because he had some hard 
things to say when he came to them and he thought two visits would be too 
painful to them.   

 
“But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again to 
Corinth.” (2 Corinthians 1:23 ESV) 
 

Now Paul is on Plan C.  So some in the Corinthian church are saying, “Paul never 
follows through on his word.  He says one thing and then does another.  His yes is 
really a no and his no is really a yes.”  Paul addresses this accusation head on. 
 
17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready 
to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time?” (2 Corinthians 1:15–17 ESV) 

 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Cor._16:5
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:15
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:23
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:15
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Satan often uses misunderstandings to place distrust in otherwise good 
relationships.  Many of the people in Corinth had only good personal experiences 
with Paul.  They likely would have taken Paul’s explanation of the changes in his 
plans at face value.  But then they listened to other people talk about Paul.  As 
they listened, they began to be influenced negatively toward him.  Soon they had 
distrust in their hearts toward him and their relationship with him had changed.   
 
“As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No.” (2 Corinthians 1:18 ESV) 
 

Applications:   
1. Be slow to believe evil reports about people who have lived rightly with 

you.  Be slow to assign motives to actions that may have perfectly good 
explanations.  Be quick to listen to others before you draw a conclusion 
about their character. 

2. Speak the truth plainly even when it may upset those listening to you.  Do 
not use words to give false impressions.   
 

Foundation #3:  Our divine appeal. 
 
I hope you will fully understand—just as you did partially understand us—that on the day of our 
Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will boast of you.” (2 Corinthians 1:13b–14 ESV) 
 

A good conscience makes its ultimate appeal to the LORD.   
Our consciences are not strengthened by human verdicts, but by God’s verdict.  If 
we KNOW that God’s verdict will vindicate us then we have a solid ground on 
which to build a healthy soul.  So ultimately a healthy conscience always makes its 
appeal on the basis of God’s approval.   
 
Paul says, “On the day we stand before God to make an account of our lives to 
him.  All this misunderstanding will be completely cleared up.  You will boast of us 
as being people who speak truth, as being spiritual leaders of integrity.  You will 
know that we did not manipulate you.  You will know that we loved you.  You will 
know that God sent us to you to help you. 
 
As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, 
but in him it is always Yes.” (2 Corinthians 1:18–19 ESV)  
 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:18
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:13
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:18
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Paul says, “I would be condemning myself before God if I lied to you.  He sent me 
to you with His message!  To lie to you would be to represent God as being a liar.  
I am thinking about my eternity here!  To misrepresent God would place me 
under His divine judgment.  I fear God too much to do that!!”   
 
Truth:  A good conscience enables us to look forward to the day of judgment 
rather than to fear it.  Through Christ, God opens the way for us to look forward 
to that day with confidence.   
 
As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, 
but in him it is always Yes.” (2 Corinthians 1:18–19 ESV)  

 
As followers of Jesus, we represent Him and His message to our world.  To live 
corruptly or to speak falsely is to represent God as unholy and deceitful.   
Let us take care to represent Him well through our words and behavior! 
 
“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our 
Amen to God for his glory.” (2 Corinthians 1:20 ESV) 
 

What wonderful theology flows out of Paul’s life and heart!  God makes 100s of 
promises to us.  Promises about forgiveness, about His loyalty and love, about 
heaven and hell, about adoption and relationship, about things present and things 
to come, about defeating enemies and about giving strength, about peace and 
hope.  Every promise that God ever made finds its fulfillment in Jesus.  Jesus is 
the YES! To every promise that God ever makes.   
 
Foundation #1:  Our godly walk. 
Foundation #2:  Our authentic talk. 
Foundation #3:  Our divine appeal. 

 
Foundation #4:  Our loyal love.   
 
23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again 
to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you 
stand firm in your faith.” (2 Corinthians 1:23–24 ESV) 
 

Keep in mind that the Corinthians and Paul both acknowledge that their 
relationship in the recent years has been rocky.  The church members know what 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:18
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:20
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:23
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has been said about Paul.  They know that he knows what some have said about 
him. 
 
How tempted we are to become bitter toward people who hurt us through 
disloyalty, slander and criticism.  Yet Paul keeps his love for the Corinthians 
burning.   
 
Truth:  A good consciences thrives when we love others with loyalty and 
sacrifice.  We harm our conscience when we harden our hearts towards others . 
. . even if they are in the wrong.  Soft hearts toward people feeds a soft 
conscience. 
 
Paul here says, “My heart is FOR YOU!  Yes, you all have hurt me through slander 
and disloyalty.  But I continue to labor and toil and work with every ounce of 
energy in my body so that you will experience true joy in God.  That is what I 
want.  I am not here for myself.  I am here for you!!  I really really care for you!    
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I 
have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 13:1–8 ESV) 
 

 
Foundation #5:  Our salvation story. 
 
And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also 
put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” (2 Corinthians 1:21–22 
ESV) 
 

Ultimately a good conscience flows from our personal experience with God’s 
saving grace. 
 
Notice Paul’s testimony of his own salvation story:  “Put His seal on us and given 
us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee!”:   
  

https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#1Cor._13:1
https://accordance.bible/link/read/ESVS#2Cor._1:21
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In NT times, a seal was usually made by pressing a signet ring into hot wax.  One 
of the ideas a seal communicated was ownership. 
Even in modern times, a title deed to a property often has an official seal pressed 
into it.  The Spirit’s sealing of believers indicates the ownership of God over our 
lives.   
 
Our joy in God’s ownership creates a bond between us and all others who are 
owned by God.  Since God rejoices in us as His own people, we rejoice and value 
one another. 

"You are Christ's." You are His by donation, for the Father gave you to the Son; His by His 
purchase of blood, for He paid the price for your redemption; His by dedication, for you 
have consecrated yourself to Him; His by relation, for you are named by His name and 
made one of His brethren and joint-heirs. Labor practically to show the world that you 
are the servant, the friend, the bride of Jesus. 
When tempted to sin, reply, "I cannot do this great wickedness, for I am Christ's." 
Immortal principles forbid the friend of Christ to sin.  Charles Spurgeon 

 

Conclusion:  Paul, why should we trust you to represent God?  Because my 
conscience testifies to you that I am sent by God to minister to you. 
 

Main Idea:  A healthy conscience that is informed by the Word of God and is 
transformed by the fear of God is one of God’s most effective gifts to help us 
win our battle against sin.  Let us take pains to possess a conscience that is clear 
before both God and man! 
 
What is the condition of your conscience?  Are you doing anything right now that 
is making it hard, seared or calloused?  What pains are you taking to keep it clear? 
 

In 1984, Avianca Airlines 747 plane hit a mountain.  181 people died in the crash.  
After investigation, the authorities discovered that the cause was pilot error.  
Tragically the black box recorded that automatic warning system of the plane 
telling the pilot, “Pull up, pull up, pull up.”  The pilot irritated with the machine 
shouted back, “Shut up!” and flipped off the switch.  Moments later the plane 
flies into the mountain.   
 
God gave us our conscience to help us avoid crashes.  Let us learn to nurture our 
consciences rather than ignore them for the glory of God. 
 
Five Foundations for a Clear Conscience  



 12 

 
Foundation #1:  Our godly walk. 
Foundation #2:  Our authentic talk. 
Foundation #3:  Our divine appeal. 
Foundation #4:  Our loyal love.   
Foundation #5:  Our salvation story. 
 
 


