
"This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased."
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Q Why did John not want to
baptize Jesus?

A
Because he knew the character
and blamelessness of his
cousin. Though he was not
aware of the identity of the
Messiah until this event (see
John 1:29-33), he knew Jesus.

Q Why was it necessary for Jesus
to be baptized?

A The heavens were opened, the
Holy Spirit, like a dove, came
down to rest upon Jesus and
remain. The voice from heaven
from the Father giving evidence
of his favor and blessing upon
Jesus, the true Messiah.

Q What did the Father say about
Jesus?

A

Q What does this passage teach us
about who Jesus is?

A It teaches us that Jesus is the
anointed one from the prophets.
He is the Messiah, the one who
is going to be filled with the
Holy Spirit and bring salvation
and light to the Jews and to the
Nations. It teaches us that he is
God and yet distinct from the
Father. Jesus is co-eternal with
the Father and experiences the
Father's blessing and delight
through the bond of the Holy
Spirit. Here we see a glimpse
into the perfect and lovely union
between the one God in three
persons. It teaches us that Jesus
willingly submits the
independent exercise of his
attributes and relies on the
Father's will and the Spirit's
power in his incarnation and
public ministry.

Q How should we respond to this
story?

A Like Psalm 2, Isaiah 11,42, 55,
and John 1:29 all attest, Jesus is
the only begotten Son, the one
through whom salvation is
offered and forgiveness of sin
through his atoning sacrificial
death. Believe in him. And if
you have already believed in
him, thank him for his
obedience to the Father where
you have failed. Thank him for
his perfect righteousness that
is given to you. Be committed
today through the power of
the Holy Spirit to love him with
your whole heart, mind, and
strength. The Holy Spirit will
give you the power to live for
him today.

A
Jesus was identifying with his
people as their rightful king. If
Jesus was going to represent
his people, he was to identify
with them as a king should.
Jesus was to be baptized
because it showed obedience
to the Father's will, solidarity
with his people, and a reliance
upon God's timing and Holy
Spirit's anointing to empower
his public ministry.

Q What happened when Jesus came
up from the water?


